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MOCKING HOUSE

BY WALTER C. BROWN

aqiNbFala . Wil
unable to idenr iranper
who, with o palicemai, was killed
in Plerra Dufresnc's house, ke at
ingat hax soma “leads,” One {a that
at tha tima Ellen Becker, a servant,
taft the Dufreanes’ employ Mr. and
Alre, Duifreans had o quarrel, An-
othar (s that thera waa somathin
strange ahout Fllen's lnaving, an
a third (s that Donzphy, the chauf-
feur, han recantly heen asen t0ith o
lr:ﬁ:- 'ammml of mofiey in his
Prene

Chapter 41
PUZZLING AMBUSH

DONAGH‘I suddenly recaptured
bin jaunty manner. “Cerlainly
1've got & big roll of hilla, & regular
man's slea atake,

“What of (t? Thers wasn't any
money missing, was thera? I didn't
win It on the horsss. That's just &
yarn 1 pltched to nosey Johnm, to
muakes his eyss pop. This Is monsy
I've saved up from my Wagas and
I'm not trusting It to any bank.
Now, It you want to count It, or
write down the numbars, or look for
fingarprints on I, It's all right with
me.'

Harper waved nslde the mocking-
Iy offarad wallaet, “So you carry your
hard-earned savings sround with
you, yel you borrow amall suma ol
money from your fellow sarvants
to tida you over to ths next pay-
day? ' must say I llke ths horse
story botter, Donnghy!"

This t!me the chauffeur's lemper
blaw up. “I don't give a damn what
you llks or don't llke," ha sputtered.
“It's my bualness, If you think
you've got anything on me, go nhead
and maoke tha pinch: You can't bluff
me and you're not golng to hang
anything on me, alther, by hanging
around ths kitchen and whesdllog
gosalp out of the help,

“Put the screws to the servants,
maks 'am jump through hoops when
you crack the whip, Ask snything,
wo've got to anawer, But I haven't
beard you making any nolses lke
that upstairs. Try badgering them
and ses what you get!™

Donsghy went on, unhesding,
*There are lots of things you don't
know about, Mr, Sergeant of Datec-
tives, for all your snooping. I'll
glva you & coupls of hot tips and
dars you tn do something about I

“You ean't question Mrs. Du-
frasna becnuss her face I all
wrapped up in bandages. Question
Ber, hell, you can't even get into
the room, Well, she can talk, be-
causs I heard ber talking to the
doclor, and talking plenty.

“Here's another] Mr, Dulresns
basn't'been near her since aha came
back to this housa last night. Is he
staying ort, or is ha balog kept out?
It you can spars & litle time from
tha butler, the chauffelir, and tha
cook you might look into & few
things Llke that, golng on right
under your noss.

" Harper got down from the tahle.
“Donaghy, I'm runolng this case in
my own way. Right now we'rs din.
etipsing your part and I'm golng to
tell you what | think, In plaln words,
it's for your own good,

“I nm convioced you hold the
key ovidence in this case, becauss
you know who that dead man was
and why be cama tere, It you haye!
accapted a bribe for your sllence,
or lsvied blackmall on the atrength
of that knowledge, | warn you that
you'rs playing with dynamits,

“Both those murders ware treach.
eroiin, coldblooded aftalra, There

bind the Arst killlog but OfMcer
Hamlll was murdered for ons rea-
aon, and only one—he knew ihe
killor's {dentity. Any ons who will
kill, and k111 agaln to cover the Arst
erime, tan keep right on killing so
long as there Is danger of discoy.
ery."

HE dark blus llmousine with the
biue and gold seal of the city
blazoned on the door slipped switily
Past the anow banks that lined the
country rond.

Harper and Lafforty had gons
over the scens of Dufresne’s am:
bush of the day bafore with extrime
care and wilth the help of OMcer
Watson, to whom Dufresne had frst
reported the affalr. And they had
found exactly nothing whataver,

No cars bad bean sean, no tralns
Bad parsed that could have served
the hldden gunman, and all traces
of hin hiding placa had been hidden,
i they exinted at all, by the snow,

“It looks as If wo'te up against
an Invisible man" Lafforty re
marked,

“Make It plural” returnsd Har
per with a aharp lodk. “The sniper
vanishes [n & fow minutes in the
midat of a bare, fiat country, But he
must have been back In the city
Almost as soon as Dutresns, whe
drove 1lke mad,

“And then a still smarter man
murdered the snlpar, and escaped
from Dufresne’s house without leay-

magle, or someona's been dragging
rod herrings across the snow,”

“You maan some of our eliss have
been planted?”

YExactly., By tha way,
haven't told me how you made out
at Mrs. Morlock's,"

“Well, Mrs. Dufresne’s alibl Is
just as strong as her unsupporlted
word, Hero fs the situstion, Stave.
Dufresns called up his wifs about
4:30 and told her about the ambush.
He sald ke was safe, was stayiog
In the Austerlity for the night, and
that thera was & pollea guard.

“She seemed greatly upsat by the
naws, complalned of a narvous head:
ache, begged ofi attendance at Mra,
Morlock's dinner party and Imma.
dlataly retired to bar room,

“About five o'clock the mald lsft
a tray ontside her door. Whan ahe
pazaed & little later It had baan
taken Io. The polnt Is that no ane
actually saw Mrs. Dufresne from
five o'clock unt!l the mald went up
to announce that Doyls was asking
to mea har.

""Dinner was served at soven and
while they weres dining ons of the
chauffaurs gave the alarm about the
fire In tke zarage. Tha telephone
wirea were strung at the back of the
garags and the 'phones went dend
right after they'd called ths Fira
Department, Naturally, the whola
houss was In an uproar, but what
Mrs. Dufresans did no one In the
hotise seams to know,"”

HAT wouldn't takes any prize as
an allbl, would 17"
asked quistly. "1 always thought

that when a& muorder was p
the murdersr usually turned up
armad with tha best alibl—not the
worst. It's almost & law of eriminal
nature. Now who, would you say,
hiad the vary best allbl In this casa?”

Lafterty groaned. “Sherlock
Holmes i in again”

Harper continued with o aly
amile; as though ha had heen an-
swared, “You're quits right, Steva.
Dufresne and Andrews. And what
portions of eur evidence hava been
most troublasoma to placa?'”

"Personally,” Lafferty sald, *I
could get mlong better It 1 koew
nothing of the cass thal daled prior
to sundown yestarday. That fallow
buying the disguise months ago, the
orank lottors, the ambush, thome
damned thlogs make everything
dixzler.”

“Right agaln, Jack. And why? Be-
causs thors thres svents should ba
Iloka in & sequencs, the logical out-
coms of which would have heen
Dufresne’s death! That's why I've
fell &0 uneasy ahout the lsttera—
somathing tells me they wers not
writtan hy our dead man,"

Lafforty nodded. “'I nes, Tha lat:
tern furnished Dufresns with his
alibl, It the letters nra ‘phoney.
then tha alibl—I get your drift,
Where's our next stop, thn Auster.
lta?'"*

“Not yet. First wa hava to pay

a littie soclal call on the mystarious
liousemald, Bilen Backer." Harpoer
took a ellp of paper from his vest
pocket, "Ellen llves nt 1221 West
Magnolia Streat. T don't think wa're
expected and I doubt If we'll ba
wolcome, '
“Harris toun . her In a 1lttls over
an hour,” he told Lafferty. "That
youngster will make his mark, He's
Rot n noss for the scent am sharp
as 8 heagia's”

“Do you expect her Lo cut and
run?"

"It she knows something, that's
very llkaly, I'll be interested to ses
her reaction when she Ands out who
wa are."

The pollee car throaded it way
through the city lanes untll the
driver pulled up at the opening of
A parrow atrest. “Here you are,
Sergeant,” he mannounced. The e
tectives got out and Harris emerged
&t ofce from s tobacco shop on the
corner and joined thom.

“Any algn af aotivity!"
asked.

“I think a0 Harrls reported.
“Misn Bocker has been called to the
'phone In that store twice, There's
& booth, so [ couldn't hear what abe
#ald, but she looked excited”

"Good enough Walt hare tor us,"
Harper directed, and hs and Laf
ferty turned Intn the narrow strest,
solidly llned w=ith neat, but small,
two-story h They mounted
the low steps at 1221 and pulled the
oldfashionad bell,

They hnd & walt befors Lthe door
openad about a foot and & middle
aged woman with lron-gray bair
Inoked out at them susplelously.

Harpor groated har politely, “We
wottld llke to aes Miss Ellen
Becker.”

“She's not at home," tha woman
answared brosquely.

(Copyright, 1081, by Walter €. Brows)
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