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MOCKING HOUSE

BY WALTER C. BROWN..

HY N rgdant  prarper
Age pros the stranger ond
AR polive round dead in Pitrre
Dyfreance’a house tcere surdered
and did wet ahoot each other. Bul
the wintlva of the erime, the {den-
ity of the atranger, and the means
of eacapn seed l-r the mirderer atill
arg o mystery, fHarper has discou-
ered, hotoruse, tha print of Du-
Jresne’s hutler's thumb om oine of
o net of threatening lefters received
by Dufreane, Androws, frightened,
sadsnles all knoisledge of the lerters,

Chapler 38
ANGER
r NDREWS, fingerprints do not

e

“These must, I tell you, I knew
nothing about 1t. Besldes, 1 was at
tho Austerlits last night, You know
that

“Sure, T know it. You've got An
{ronelad allbl Quite true, but there
wis more than one In this plot.

“YWhen I got to the Austerilts, why
wore yon 80 norvous, Andrews? 1
hado't yet told my news, bul you
were alrendy tupmet, jumpy. Why
(were you so ngltated when 1 insisted
on rousing your master? Why all
this, It you knew nothing about what
had bappsned?'*

Oneo again the man exhibltod all

tho slgns of an Intense inward strug- 9%

x'n to rapreds an emotlonal straln,
By sheer fores of will Andraws
pulled himaalf togethar, “T had atrict
ardera not to dlsturh Mr. Dufresne
on mny account” He faltered on,
“You ges, slr, I knew he was {ntoxi.
eated and didn't want & atranger to
#06 him In that eondition

“You'ra lylng, Andrews, Thara's
somathing olse. Mr. Dufrasns was
more than halt drunk when I left
him tho firat time.”

Sorgeant Harper spoke cut of the
eartitude of hia conviction, The but-
Jar's wards wore plaunible, yes, but
tharn was that indefinable some-
thing in his tono that convinced the
dotectiva that Andraws was uneasy
at mention of the Austerlits surprise
wisit,

“Furthermore,” Harper continued,
faome ons apled on us whils we
aware pearching %3 collar this morn.
ing, The result was the hiding of
the gun that had been in Mr, Du-
fresne's room., Those are overi acts
and some ono (s golng to answer for
them."

i Andraws' eyes glinted an he
squared hip shioniders and faced the
detective Aquarely, "It you think I
am gullty, I'd prefer that you repsat
thosn chargen hefora Mr, Dufresns,”
hs challenged.

© "That's not & bad idea”™ Harper
soapped, and strodo over to the bell,
Dufresns made & prompt appear-
anoe,

The detective repoated the no-
count of his dlscovery and placed
both letter and goblet befora the
dapper man, sllont and attentive un.
t1l Harpor had fAnlshed,

Then Dufrosns pushed the exhib-
Ity nalde without a glance. "I'm not
surprised that you've come to some
such Idlotls conclusion,” he sald,
FThere [nno question as to Andraws'
foyalty, I wonld as goon accuse my-
solf™ Ho put hils hund on the old
man's shoulder with a gesture of af-
Aection,

Harper's anger mounted, too.
""‘:I"hll mutunl loyalty s vory touch.
|ing Bbut (¢t atlll dossn't explain how
iAndrowa thumb print cama to bo
wn this letter. That certalnly calls
oor an sxplanation.”

Dafresns turned to his mervant,
bhra wao any stationsry like that

the honse?™
| “No, alr, Wa'rs never used tloted
|papers of any kind"
|
#7718 atrangs that every lettar n o
I different color,” Dufréane com:
jmenled thoughttully. “Statlonery is
‘ot apld that way, It suggests sam-
1pla specimens.”
| Androvs startad up, *1 remembar
‘nnw." ho erled axcltedly, “Lthens are
samplo aheots, Thoy were sont hore
by some printing concern sollelting
business, Mrs, Whitmors turned
them over o me A long time ago and
I stuck them away In & deak. Last
autumn I cloared out the desk and
threw them Into the waste-basket.
That's how my finger mark got on
the ahent”

“Thers you ars, Harper,” Du:
tresna announced trlumphantly,

This tims Harpor bellaved ths bot-
lar's sxplanation, for his tone had
the spontanelty of simpls truth,

“It wo acoept Andrewn' explana.
tion,” he sald, “then any ons could
hava taken them from the cellar.
Hut It establinhes antrong polnt, Mr,

Dufresne—thoss letters originated
in this house! And now, if you'll ex-
cuns me, | have other matlers to go
over with Androws,”

Dufrosne accopted tha Invitation
to withdraw but went away with a
1ow atep and & puckered frown bo-
twaan hls browns, as I absorbed by
lame wolglity problem. When he had
fena and the door was glosad agaln,
‘I have a test Lo propose, Androws,”

NG geLECUYe siliey, _J Guleiuiue
who did writs the letters.”

The butler mads & fres gesture
with hls band. “I'have no objectlon,
sir.”

Harper handed him & blank pleco
of paper and a pencll with a soft
lead, "Pleaga print, not write, what
I digtate.”

Androws nodded, wheroupon Har-
per began to read the lotter which
bore the butler's imprint, He read
lalsurely, giving tho man ample time
to draw tha letters. Whon it was
over he placed a fresh plece of
paper before Andrews, “Now," be
sald, “this tima go &8 fast az you
can.” His dictation doubled in speed
nnd his repested admonitions of
“Faatar! Faster!™ sent the butler's
pencil meampering,

Harper compared the Lwo papers.
“Please do not mentlon this test to
any onn In the house,” the datactive
ordered, "Only the gulity person
need fear the rosult."”

A long look prsned belween the
two men, a profound and zearching
look op both sides, "You may rely
on my dlecretion, sir™ pald An:
drews gravely as he turned to leave

An moon as Lhe butler had gonpo
Harpor brought out tha test papers
aln and compared them, not only
with !3- orlginal lelter, hut wilh
ench ‘other. Andrews' specimens
soamad to ba quite gonulne and to
subatantinte hin denlal of author
abip,

HE slght of Mra. Dufresnc's

ruloed slippors, rescued from
the rubhish by Lafterty's zeal, sug
gested an oasy way of chocking thnt
Indy's writing, with no one the wiser,
Harper logked the door to the brealk:
fant-room and betook himself to the
coellar, Two square rubbish hoxea
stood under the slairs,

Ons contdined erumpled paper
bags, discarded advertising matter
and waste papor of varlous sorts.
Scattered here and thers among
thess were allps from the pad Mra,,
Dufresne used for writing out quos-
tlons and answers alnce hor surgleal
wrappings had enforced mutenoss,

Thero wore about s dozen In all
and Harpor qulckly gatbared tham,
niot stopping to read them there. He
had snapped off his lght aod wam
about to axcend when hs heard foot-
ateps on the atales and placidtaced
John Whitmore appeared, carrying
nn armload of empty hoxes,

"Whitmore,” Harpor hogan, "have
you the time to do a little job for
ma?"

The handy man nodded esagerly,
delighted to have a finger In this
most superiativa of theillers,

The detective lowered hia volea
to ths proper conapiratorial plteh. “1
want you to go ta all the rooms up:
stalrs, emply the waste-baskats, and
bring direct to me what you fird In
them."

“But I emptled them all Arat thing
this morning,” Whitmors whispared,

Harper noddad. "I know you did,
but do It agaln. That Includes Mra,
Dufresne’s room. Act very casual
about It, po no ons will suspoct any
thing, Undorstandd"

0O, yon, alr," Whitmors rospond:
od with alacrity, "I'll go right away."

Harpor followed him upatairs and
was walking through the dark-pan-
alad hnll when he saw that familisr
fgure In the huge fur cont making
toward the tront door, “May I bave
& word with you, Doctor!" he called,

muffered the heaviest per caplta fire
loss during 1830, 81883, of nny Ores
gon munleipality, State Mra Marshal
A. H, Averlll announced today, |
The Coos county city also suffered |
the secand heaviest fire loes of the|
year, A76.0814.
taling #002.340,
Narth
pally becuuse of a fire last summer
whith destioyed severnl large bulid-
Ings along the waterfrant,

Hillsharo per capita fire losses wore
mecond highest, $13.21. Albany third,
81184,
no losses for Lhe year,

the 1088 fire damage was less than
that for 1002,

Trer cupita Josses in various citles
for 1033 and 1033 were:

1932 1033

o 81154

11

Astorin . g
Handon . 348 217
Bend . 142 60
Burne 842 4.0
Canby . A1
Conullle 18 5
Corvallls 407 A0
Cattage " I.DO|
Creawell 1167 A7
Eugenns . B8R 1,17
Kiamath 497 AT
Muorshifield J 253
Mutipin .
Medtord . 1.48

*—Unreported,

|'cloaed,
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Myrtlo POINt s - ot ALL-DAY SUCKER IS ' DIFFICULT I
North Bend .. 143 18 BISI 3 ol L

L Oregon Clty 41 as)  CAUSE CHILD'S DEATH |

Oswego A9 L8| KANSAB CITY, Mo, June 14—(UP) |

Phllomath o 4482 [ —Ward Rasdall, 19 months old, per-

Fhoenlx 1.50 A7) susded nla motHer to gite him an |

Portland 18 10 ¥ &ucker, went oiit on the aidoe

Redmond E 40 Ha stumbled anda fell, |

Reedapart o 10,08 41 1l of hard canay lodged in i)

FlRE ]IJRING YEAR Roseburg =4 ' at. Ha died befors it could be te-

Bilam ... #.13 yved
[ Springfield . 723 53 ) — e —

Stayton . o 570( Wtty-two per cent of the gradu-

The Dalles . ar 48 |utés of the University of Cullfornia

BALEM. Ore. —(UP)— North gm|\vnnl Linn . i) A8 lare epgoged In profeselomal or seml-

Yonoalls e . 208 | professlonal pursuits, & aurvey dla-

Portiand damages, 10~
wery nighest. The
Bend total was high prinol-

Many smaller towna reported
In moat cases

S\~ MORE SILEMT
THAN THIS 2

YeAn A TANKFUL

OF STANDARD
GASOLINE WITH
TETRAETHYL "\
UnsurpAasseD! )

...r"‘r

"

YoU SUDDENLY REALIZE THAT You HBVENIT
THE FAINTEST IDER WHERE TO CALL FOR YOUR
WIFE , AS YoU SAID YoU WOULD DO, BECAUSE
; WUR MIND WAS ON THE NEWSPAPER. WHILE SHE
Who TELLING YOU WHERE HER COMMITYEE MEETING
o WAS TO BE WELD

BLVAS
(Oopyright, 1684, by The Bell Byndigate, Tne.) Vullutmmﬁ

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

8'MATTER POP—

and Dr, Ulrleh awdng around,

"How Is Mra, Dufresna todsy?”
Harper askod.

*Doing well, snough,” Ulrich re
sponded rather curtly,

“When will shs ba able to talk?
haves some questions Lo sak her

“Bhs Ia not to talk for several
days, at least, That s final. If your
guoations can't walt, I'll arrango an
Intervlow, Sha can write olt the an-
sgwors for you, but I Inslst on belng
presenl”

“hallks, but I prefer to hear the
answars from her own lips."

"Wall, then, you'll hava to walt™
Ulrieh mnapped, hls waxed mous-
taolins bristling and his blnck eyos
glaring bohind' the goldrimmed
glanaon,

Harper watched his brusqua de
parture from the veatibule, curlous
to know the reason for the blg dog
tor's animosity, He rettirned to the
breakfaat-recom and sat down (o
atudy the salvaged sllps that bore
Syivia Dufresna's writing, There
was absolutely nothing to ba gleaned
trom the contenls thomsplves, and
tha datective could see nc polnts of
similarity batween Mra, Dufreane's
awliftly paced and essentially temi
nine style and the broad inclaive
atrokea of the anonymous penman.
The longer he pored over the let
tera (he firmer hecame his convie
tion that a man had written them.

There was something ahont the
sequence of evenia that bafied pon:
etration,

(Copuright, 133}, by Waller O, Brotwenl

Tombreaw, Harpae ursarths an
Impertant fact about Donaghy.

Tumberman Stmngled Cougar

LONGVIEW, Wash, (UP)—Clyde A,
Carnman, assistant logging superin- | marble preliminaries of = Oreater |
tendent of the Weyerhneuser Tlnmuricm‘lllud tournamant, & girl
grappled with &
wounded cougnr and strangled It to| The “mibatresa™ i Huth White, &
daath, Two yoars ago ho hulmmwirml Fatralght-shooter™ of Edst Clove

land

company here,

a buck deer and Killed 1L

Girl Wine Marble Contest
CLEVELAND ' (UP)—In  districk

| winner amotg all auburban sutries,
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;L AIDS
DIGESTION

bersa3y

SCARECROW

wa.

By C M. Payng

=

To SCARE THe
CRows AwaY FRom
THe CoRN wiHew
IT 1% RIPEL

How come THEY
MAIKCE IT LOOKH LiNe
1T 15 sumTHiN' ATOUT

TAILBPIN TOMMY—Confessions—To Bave Betty!

AS FAR AS LISTING
SUSPOECTS, BXEETS,
WE'RE INCLUDED,
700 YOU v oued

ME BoTH THREATENED,
AL~ BUT ONLY /N

/

SHIFTIN' PLACES AT THE
OARS, T SUPPOSE --T'D
BEST HAVE A LOOK

.. 1% ‘u
)

L

=

P EXACTLY
BUT SomE =
THING L1k&
SOMEDAY-YOU

/L PAY
FOR THAT"

N7 ’
e by The ) By
]

TOM, UL NEVER
BELEVE BETTY
O4D (T~ BYT /=
COELL/ OON'T
LET YOU TAKE
TH AP /7T

By Edwin Alges

IKE HURRIED TO HIS CABIN-THERE,
WITH THE WINDOW AS A SUPPORT-

YES, THAT WAS |T-

NOW WHY WERE
THOSE THREE SO
SET ON HEADIN' _ (PP
FOR THE RUINS O
FISHTOWN ? 5LAP
ME DOWN, WHAT'S

Hill
uusw

SUITING HIS WORDS TO ACTION, CAPN |

HE SKIPPED AS SOOMN AS
THEY LANDED 7 HE DIDNT
WANT TO BE SEEN— S0
} THERES SOMEONE OM
8. ANCHOR 15LAND AFTER

THAT DOESWT LOOW LIKE
A BAD PLACE . 1WE GOT AS
MUCH APPETITE AS A Sick
CanaRy BUT 1 aLESS 1VE
GOT D EAT YO LVE.,

wVouw wiku Fiab
THE POT ROAST
VERY GOOD, SIR...

LEM !

WRS |

BRINGING UP FATHER

COME ON,

GET NOUR ColT
[OM AND LET'S GO
VOURE A FIWNE
WIFE TO TAKE A
JOB (N A
RESTAURANT !

1 GET ‘THROUGH HERE
AY TEN o TLL MEET
VoL THEN AND TALK
THIS OVER — PLEASE
DONT MAKE A
seene HeErs!

By George McManus

ARSOLUTELY |
RIGHT=

MAGGIE! 1M GLAD YOU SEEIT MY ( WELL"| GUERS | BUT A T T ATATTS T :
WAY AN THAT YOUVE GIVEN U THE | STOD TO THAT ALL Ré‘n\f_ %%?AT?: .-\C.EE'JT COURSE, ‘ l
R&%&:EIHOT?\K’&E.S&;EAN RIGHT: | "THINK I'D WiHD WAS TTRYING To YO HEARD YES. SHE WANTS
CRAMPED AN BE BOTHER RN ERY GooD GQET AN ARARTMENT BHE HAS TE BUY A HOUSE
TUFTH THE ELEVATORS. oo SALEBMAN FOR YOUR WIRE- CHANCGED S0 TWE BROUGHT
| ELEVA] ! \ y WER MDD YOU A LIDT=
sy GITTIN FOR ONCE N SERMING,
R QuT oF You ARE AN

k})

b




