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MO CKI

BYNOPHEIN: Invias yutlun of the
murder of two men in Plerre Dus
froane’s house haw furned up much
information, byl o meana of Ideu
tifying ove of the men or of deters
mining Aot the murderer eacaped
without [eaving tracks in the anoul,
And when Hergeani Horper's as-
slgtant, Deteotiva Lafferty, fres a
I'nr shot fram tha mur er gun in

i
E;m'nrlu calm. waq hnfh AMr. and
ra. Oroyden are startled badly.
The detectives are discussing goma
:l\rmrmlnp fetters raceived by Dil»
a——

Chapt r 37
BATTLE OF WITS

HO knows?" nsked Harper. "I

tha dead man wrota the letters,
that will be all, but just a minuta
ago you were ready to plo it on An-
draws, He's still very much alive
and quite capabia of writing letters
It ha wants to. Besides that, there
may be a genuine Mr, X hiding In
the waodplle. It's at least possihle
that these threatening letlers had
nothing whatever to do with last
pight's affair.”

Lafferty snoried. "Sure,snd may-
be thers weren't any murders here
last night, For Heavon's sake, lot's
ploch somebody, then listen to them
arguing themselves out of ft. It
would zave a ot of wear &nd tear on
os"

They grinned amlably at each
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place must have been mors llke &
hots! than a privats houses

"By the way, Stave, what kind of
reactiona did you gut when | fired
the teat bullet in the cellar?™

“0Oh, =0 you plcked that spot en
purpose?” nsked Harper.

"Sure. I heard volces averhead,
and 1 thought you wers bolding &
seance, so I let go. You never can
tell what may come from a sur-
prisa’

¥Well, you nearly scared the Croy-
dens to death, but Dufresne naver
batted an eyelash, [t gave ma s good
opening to break the news mbout
finding the gup. 1 predieted the bul-
lots would check up, and they have.
Whils [ tackls Andrews agaln you'd
better hop over to Mrs. Morlock's
and seo what you ean gather there,
but ho smooth about it.”

Lafterty rose. *“Don't worry about
that, but I'll bring back the bacon
junt the sama, And don’t you be too
gontle with Andrews, [t's about
tima we sat down on sopehody and
sat down hard. We've bpen doing
all tho talklag up tonow, Let's glve
tha others a chapce.'"

Alter the detectiva had gons Har
par gathered tha leiters Into one
plla, He rang for Andrews, and
when the butler made his appear
ance he walked over and closed the
door with an alr of deliberation that

pther, but Harper went right on with

was not 10st on Andrews,

“There Is procf that thera wa

(his analysls, "The naxt polnt Is the
fact that oach lottor [a on a different
egolor of paper, yellow, gray, blue,
light green, and so on. A gaod qual-
Ity paper, too, though a little solled
and faded."

“It looka Uke a aet of sample pa-
pers,” Laforiy suggested,

Harper nodded. “I think you'ra
right. It s alao my Idea that they
ware writlan by a man of considar-
ably higher Intalllgence then thelr
contents Indleates, Printing the
words {s a dodge used by persons
whoare afraid that aven a disguised
handwriting may trip them up. This
wriler was shrewd snough not to
ovarplay his hand by the usual arror
of walrd spelll

Lafferty aet forth a new angle
*How do we lmow Dufresne turned
in all the letters ha recelved? This
buslness has some of the earmarks
ef blackmall or n shake-down stunt.
Maybe he just tirned In selected let-
ters and, whon thers was a chance,
sottled the whole business In his
own way."

“It wouldn't be out of character, I
agres, but there's no hint of hush
money or hlackmall anywhers.
Thera Ia just that samoe monotonans
threat to kill running through the
elght Istters, The last in practically
the same ns the firat. 1¢ the writar
wasn't erazy, what was his game?"

“Parhaps (hers was more than
one in the plot and they got to serap-
plog among themselves, with the re-
sults wo know. Thera are too many
quesr kinks {n this casn to charge
anything oft (o colncldence. There
must ba a reason for all thees odd

"

“This {s what I can't get straight-
aned out,” Harper conleased. “Du-
frasne denies knowledge of any en-
mily, publle or private, that would
alm at hin lile, In spite of the pacul
In: hints e gave out at our first In.
tervlaw, But erank letters are one-
man affalrs, and thia case involves
80 many paople,

“For Instance. thare Is the dead
man, and the killer vho somehow
sscaped from the Ho & and that
mysterious parson whi' hid bshind
the wall and watched,  ut did not
coma any nearer to the Jouse. Ai
together too many performera for
that hunch of tight 11ttla'alibls we've

“Hava a chalr, Andraws. Wao've
a bit of talking to do, you and 1"

Sllently the whitahulrad man did
as he was hldden, loslng nona of his
polss, avinoclog no nervousness or
surprise, Each man sensed the an-
tagonlst In the other aa they meas-
ured sach other with grave, leval
glances,

“Andraws, do you keep a dlary?"

"No, alr' This' onexpected In.
quiry aroused no mora curlosity than
a query about the weather.

“How In your memory for dates,
Andrews?"

“Not as good as it used to be, sir.
As I grow older 1 find one day very
mueh ke another. That (s, untll
very recently* he amendad, with
aly irony,

"Try to cast your memory back.
Does Novembar 18th of last year
bring anything to mind? Or Octo-
ber 10th 1"

The lovel eyes remaltiad locked,
the buotler's without the slightoeat
filcker of Interest at mantlon of the
slgnificant dates;, the key numbers
of the early stages nf this mystery,

“November 186th! October 10th?
I'm afrald not, unless you can give
me & further hint."

Harpar abandoned that line of In-
quiry to thrust the photograph of
the dead man In front of Andrews,
“Do you atill insist that you never
saw this man before?” he snapped.

"Not to my knowledge, sir, and
vartainly never In this house.”

“Andrews, you are devoted te¢
your master, and It (s dieult to be
llave that you wounld ba party to a
plot to harm him, But thetre Is prool
that thers was nuch a plot, hatehed
right hare In this house—"

“With nll dus respoct to you, alr,
1 don't bellave it."

“Then how do you explaln your
thombprint on this anonymous lat
ter to Mr. Dufresne?”

For the frst time Andrews'
aplomb deserted him. His Jaw
dropped open and the llnes of his
faco soomed to deepen.

“You are wrong," he rasped. “1
awear to God 1 never touched that
paper.”

(Copyright. 193}, by Waller C, Broun)

had handed tn us. Last night this

Tomaorrow, Andraws  supplles
soma Interasting infermation.

LEGAL WIZARDS FRANE
TRICKY INSURANCE FOR
FLY-BY-NEHT FIRMS

BALEM, Ore. (UP)—Insursnce Coms
misjoner A. H. Averill floday cited
an analysls of an meoldent polley
Inntied by an unauthorised Hollywood,
Cal. firm as typleal of those by come
panien not llcensad to ao bhusiness
in Cregon.

The  purclinser of the policy, uiter

atudring ita provislonn, wrote, ip
to the company s follows
"After n care analysls of the

of soma logal wizard, 1

“That 1a If the amired, while sit-
ting In Beat B, Tier 7, Bection 23,
AL AN aftérnoon  performance
Bammum & Balley's three-ring clreus .
should be struck on the laft temple |
by A dill plekle thrown by mallce |
aforsthought by a man on & flying
trapese suspended on m seven-elghths |
Infh hemp rope with a two-inch |
white cak crows bar, and should dle
within elght ssconds after the mekla |
left the hand of the trapese artiat.

"Then. In hat case, the benefics

flnr:r should be etititléd to one-half

of one per cent of the onp-tenth
of the onr tilrd of the principal |
sum; if any, provided for the firsc!
aix. months fatalities but ehould ine
piekle bounce off the temple of the
Amlred And. (8l on the lady n front
of the amured and sall her white |
satin walst, then no Hability of any
nature shall attach 1o the sempany. |

“I belleve It you will mdd  this|
clauise to the terma of sour polley
you will haive an air-iight contract

Mlul of but one Initance where
‘beneficiary & chance.

for tha company.”

PART TIME FARM

| Hme,

NOT AL ‘GRAVY
ISSTATEW WAR\HNEI

BALEM, Orte, (UP)—Following
celpt of numerous inqulries regard
Ing subsistence or part-time fnrming,
the department of agriculture today
Isstusd enlimates aAn to the average
amount of land desirable in differant|
chass, !

The mosl practical typs of subsals-
tence farming is that practiced hy
employed men or families who ralee |
part of thelr food In thelr l\p'\l‘u
the departmant eostimated,
Pamilies attempting to make rr.lmj

:IA

ilivings on marginal lands are lkely |

{to encounter many difficulties, it
was sald.
About one ncre of good Iand was |

| part-time

held sufficlent for an employed or
employed family. That!
wollld glve spnce for keeplng poultry |
and ralalng ap much garden produce
ns time probably would permit.

If & family wishes to keep n cow,
purchasing necessary wintar feed, an |
rdditional fwo acres of good pasturs
Iand ahould be provided, officials
anid,

short hours, and who have large
familles and small incomes may find
it ‘economical to keep n milk cow,
some milk goata and some ples and
maise the necesaary feed In addition
to having a garden and keeping!
poultry. This plan nocesaltates the |
use. of horse or mechanlcal pawer|
and should be tried only after ex-|
perience and careful conslderntion” |

Department officials cautioned that

“Thost who are inexperienced olten
sible by this way of '.rvtn_;_' and un=-
deres

|
“Men employed only part tline an

labor und cash necessary for part-|
time farming |

CLANOERS EPDEMC |

MOM ‘I‘T‘"k’—— (k4
disegsns which strikes down horses In
the ame MADDEr an

iio@s™ hits human belngs, Is
restenirg the lives of scores of
ble horses here

ver-eatimale the mavings tmede pos-

timate the codts In the way of

death by |
in the rural

The disease has tro
exeouticn to many
icta’ of ‘the p 1ce during the |
fow months., Now, it |& reported
to be spresding o citles

Dominion and provincial ssnitary |
experts Are biisy carrying out t-_4n|
on horses throughout the ecity. The
'I ves of many valuable thntoughhred,

nd prize winning stock depends on |
% |‘0 otitcoma of the teats. |
Phone 541 We'll naul s away ro.}n
City Sanitary Bervice

lamt

THREATENS CANADA

V) —CHanders,

“galloping tu~| refuse

[ ComE ON FoLKS!

"GIVE IT A WHIRL

AH!GIVE ITAWHIRIL =DON'T
THAT MAKE YOU THINK OF

| STANDARD GASOLINE
WITH TETRAETHYL
: UN%URPASSED ? I

GIVE IT A WHIRL !
A WINNAH EVERY

PUBLIC SPEAKING

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

ARE GOING T
PIECES . FEL
TERRIFIED

=

SIS DOWN ON STAGE
Wit 0HER PUE

RUNS OVER LINES OF HER

FEELS BETTER ON SPuT-

“ WHO  1iNg PARENTS IN FRONT  WECE, ABSENT-MINDEDLY
= ROW SIRATCHING LES WHICH
R TICKLES

BECOMES AWARE THAT  WHISPERS FRANTICALY  SUDDENLY REALIZES SHE
HER MIND HAS GONE
BLANK ON-THE SECOND WINGS WHO PERDS THE CHIEF, WRIGELES ROUND,

LINE OF HER PIECE

1o THE TEACHER INTHE  HpS L0ST HER HANDRER-

LODKING FORIT, FINDS AT

LINE OFF 10 HER
LRST SHES SIfTING ON T

_
SEFS PARENTS SIGNAL®
ING ANRIOUSLY,

REALIZING THEY MEAN
o S10P SCRATCHING

REALIZES 115 HER fORN
NEXT, PERCHES ON EDGE
OF CHAIR, TWISTING HANN
KERCHIEF, ANRIDUSTO
GET I {JUEK WITH

(Oopyright, 1834, by The Ball Syndicats, Tne)

8'MATTER POP—

B:v o M. Payne

VA da,Hal
I caugHT Yot Pt
AT MakeE WILLYUM \
= uIT

{ WET AT AL la
h .

Dis AP POINTIN

.(, 5:’% ATTETR ?

J b. (Oopyright, 1034, by The Bell Brndizats, Tnc)

By Hal Forrest

LAST WEEK -1
MEAN WHEN
Hilic TR/IED 7D
DATE PTAXINE

‘-'::"'\.\:-\‘_-\‘: WRY ) Heard Sorms- lOELL , MAXINE —~AND D1 Yot Hear |l Goely! THAS HERE HE WAS MURDERED a7r- |
== ; THING AEOYT /7 GO?' SARE WIHEN = 480u7T THE INCIOENT MURDEL HYSTERY URE ENCLSH ~AND Di/s wWHO
WNAT AAPENED] |WILK TRIED TO ¢ LIHEN WIC /10RTaN 15 GETIINV' MOLE \\/S CasoaeD wimg 17— THEN
TOM - YO : KICAED Wik OUT OF COMPLICATED ALL J\Wy COUT 1vE Gar A Kavek U DID fcitd.
REMENBER - HIS RADIO OFfsrce? TH' 7Ti7E - BU7T HE O/D NoT DO IT-+- =7 EBRrUCE
WHAT HAPPENED 2 v 7
IN HERE'S OFFIC = = : z
[/

By Edwin Alger

THA'TS

WINDOW- l

—:--

ot/

| BRINGING UP FATHER

Ir S’ PUT THIS
HOUSE 1S
RBSCJLLITEL\’

WELL, L GAVE UP THE
IDEA OF MIMNIES COmMING
TO THE HOTEL FOR Al
AD IWVE CHASED ALL.
OVER TOWWN LODKING
FOR HER WiITH NO

NOW, LOOKIE HERE, DAVE JONES/
TLL TAKE YOUR WORD ABOUT
WHAT GOES ON BENEATH THE
WATER, AN YOU BE AFTER TAKIN'
ME \WORD ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS
ON LAND, ESPECIALLY WHEN 1SEE
IT WITH ME OWN EYES!/

RESULTS

NOT A SIGN OF
ANYBODY IN
THIS HOUSE-
I'VE BEEN ALL
'THF:‘OUGH -

BRIARSIE/
HAS
ANYONE

AHAIHE KNOWS /AN’
HE'S TELLIN' US AS PLAIN
i AS THE NOSE ON ME
| FACE, THAT SOMEBODY'S
EEN HERE BUT THAT,
WHOEVER HE 15, HE
AINT ACCEPTIN'VISITS
FROM THE LlKE‘;‘a o’

IVE TREAMPED ALL OVER TOWN - GOWNE
TO BEvERY PLALE \WE USED TO GO
BUT NO ONE HAS SEEM HMER LM
MAKIG A FIRST CLASS RUMMY OF
MYSELF - 1 GUESS 1VE BEER ONE ALL A
MY LIFE BUT IT JUST NEEDED A
CIRCUMSTANCE LIKE THIS TO

1 GlLESS 1 MADE A MISTAKE
WALKED OUT On HER O
N GO ANY PLACE WHERE HE ISMNT
STAN — AND THAT MOCOSN USE
AN EMBLEM OF REST AND
GQUIET FOR ME SND NOW
TH GLAD WHEN TUHE SUNM
CHASES IT away/

NGO ok

WkEN] L
W SHOULD
SURE HE CAanN
TO BE

{F1 COULD ONLY CONVINCE |
MAGCIE THAT TS USELESS
FER U TO MOVE INTO AN
APARTMENT: D BE VERY

| WELL-'"WE LOOKED AT
THE ADARTMENT AND
'VE DECIDED TO
SIGN THE LEASE:

-rul.- OEFICE i

THE OwWNE

IF YOULL COME
m.‘TRO:)uCr. NOU T

THE BUILDING =
—

= ‘.\.-—b
O L
ro

R OF

MAN :x__c.E =

HERE




