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MOCKING HOUSE

BY WALTER C. BROWN

BYNOPEI&: aergeont Harper be-
ligves that the murdersr of Lhe
airanger and tha policeman found
deqd v Pierre Du.'r-nl‘t'a hoiss {8
someone conneofed with the housa-
Rold. But Ae Res no caae until
eas {dentify the stranper and prove
hoto fAe murderar escapad withont
teawing trocks in the anow, Marper
pad Loferiy ara eating luncheon
G s Dufresie house,

Chapter 35
MRS, CROYDEN
##HIB luncheon is Mrs, Croyden's
kindness, pot Dulresne's,” Har-
per explained,

“Lafferty put down his empty cup
and looked at his compaoion mean-
{ngly. “Well, Mrs, Croyden may be
vary graclous and Il go ball that
she's certainly not hard to look at,
but Bob Johnxon told me that ahe
lends her huaband s merry chase.
And como to think of {t, Croyden
doos have a sorl of pained and wor
rled expression, Thal's what comes
of marrying money. When two per
sons marry, thera should only ba
ona bankroll and that ghould be In
the pants' pocket."

Harper frowned. “Jack, ¥ou
sound likq sm old gossip at & tea
fight. Mrs. Croyden s the only ona
in this house who has shown' tin noy
co-oparation at all. I¢ she hadn't
acted as n buffer, we'd probably
hava come to an ppen bréach with
Dufresna bafors tbis

HO,IM sald Lafferty, with an imp-
{ab twinkle in hin eys, “I was only
passing on what waa told to me. |
forgot you have a solt spot for the
ladles of the house."

Luncheon ovar, thay llngered at
the table, smoking and talking over
tha amazing foat of the murderer in
escaplng from the house without
leaving a mark Io the snow, It was
& problem that gnawed and bit at
Harper's aind, presenting a bold
challenge to hils wits and Ingenuily.
While they wers still at it, Mras.
Oroyden appoared in the doorway.

“Oh, I'm sorry,” ahs sald qulekly,
aa both men rose to thelr feet, “I
brd mo iovention of Interrupting
rou.”

Not at all, Mra, Croydea,”" Har
per refolned. “We finlsned some
Mme ago. Thank you for your kind:
pens, Waeanjoyed the luncheon very
much.”

As Mra. Croydsn graclously dis-
svowed the necessity for thalr
thanks, Lafferty left the breakfast-
tobm, Mrs, Croyden advanced into
Ihe raom, glancing about curloualy,
*How i the cass progresaing?” she
imguireds

fiarper shrugged. “Slowly, pet-
haps,” he confesssd, "but that's tha
srdar of nature,"

The bright halr of the lady shone
with & rlch golden gleam ns she
sroassd the bright shatt of winter
sinlight coming through the win.
fows. She glanced curfously at the
photographs scattered mcross Har
por's table,

Tha detective noted her intersst
wnd hald out nayeral for her Inspec:
tlon, “Thdse are the fAngoérpriuts of
pur unnamed yiotim," be explalned,
“taken from the llguor glass found
on the table. They're groatly en:
Iarged, of coursa, Here ars the ones
taken from his guo—not quite as
elear, you will notlee”

“But how do you tall one from the
other™ Mra. Croyden asked. “Why,
the world must ba literally coverad
with Angerprintsl”

“No, for not all substances or

murfaces will retaln & print,” ha ex-

plalned. "A smooth, hard, polished
surface, llke & mirror, or a tabls top,
or pollahed metal, makes the [deal
eontact. Let me show you how It's
dons,”

HMa want to the luncheon
table and carefully lifted the
goblet of watar that stood by his
jplate, “You nes this? To the casual
oyn it o clear, unmarked glann.

The dotective took the fnsultiator
‘and sprayed the body of ths goblet
‘'with's dark powder. Whem It waa
aufMelently coated he tapped the rim
,avenly with the dull edge of a knife,
!'ﬂ&l looner graing of fine powder fell

.and the ramaining onen settled more
Armly 1o place, Harper held It at
(eye lavel againat the light, where
thres prinis of Aadrews' fAngers
ware plalnly revealed.

_ Mrs. Qroyden stood by the detec
tve's shoulder and looked wt the
'glnzs. “That's very mysterions, and
rather territylng,” she murmured.
“Bil were thore any strange flager
prints In this room, besidas Lhose
of— that mant"

“Not ope, I am sorry to say. Other
slgns of this visit yes, but no Anger
prints."

The lady turned to bim with
serlous meln, “‘Mr. Harper,” she
sald earnestly, "are you sure that
your deduciions are correct? Are
you poaitivaly, absolutely certaln
thara was a third person In this
Bouss (st night? Otherwiss you
baye mads a very sarious charge.

Jueu un—ths suspiclon that some
ong in this housa is s murderer, Just
these few hours bos made such a
frightful change In every one. |
don't pratend to understand pollce
affairs and this one seams hopeless
Iy complicated, It Is so far from our
oustom of avery-day living that we
all tonl thers must ba some error.”

Harper heard the emotional catch
In her volce and lowered him gaze
from the lifted glass to meat har
wide.ayved scrutiny. “Mrs. Croyden™
ho roplled fa a volce squally grave,
“there Is now no room for doubt, |
Wea are always loath to belleve that
any person within our own clrcle
could dellberately take human life.
Wa riun against the fesling (n avery
cane. But {t happens. Last year
thore were nearly fiye hindred
homicide cnses In Naw York Clty
alone, According to the law of aver
ages, out of every hundrsd thou-
sand persons now alive about a
dozan will dle within the naxt
twelva months—murdsred!"

The clear, wide eyns clouded
“Ploans!" sha crled. “I hate such
statiutics, They are so sord!d and
hopoless, Is thers any real hope of
a solution, or are wa all to go about
under s stigma the reat of our lives?
This worthless criminal who came
into this Houss to die bas more
powar to harm us npw than when ha
was allve and threatening only one!"

Hors was the same wild plea
volcod again, even as Dulresne had
blazed forth. "Yen, I have heen told
befora that this unkouwn man's life
was worthless, deiraved and erlm-
Inal,"* Harper covatored drily, *and 1
have also higen told that ho is an ab-
solute strangar Lo every ons In this
house. | find the two statements
ralher inconsistent.”

LINE CROYDEN turped pale,

and her hands clopched as she
took & step backwards, Fright and
torror stared out of her oyes with
tha realization of the detectiva's
warning, “We bave no fear of what
you imply.,” she declared, "It the
facts are dealt with honeatly and I
trust you to do that*

“Thank you," he returned gravely,
and looked agaln at the dark
smudges on the goblet, using his
magnitylog lona through fores of
habit. That thumb mark, with {ta
double’ ridge breakiog mcross tha
central whorl—that was (amiliar,
surely? Then 'the answer flashed {n.
to his mind and such & startled look
came over hin face that Mra. Croy-
don stared from his transformed
features to (he goblet and back
agaln.

“What Is I, Mr., Harper?™ she
breathed,

The detactive fashed her a look
as If he had entirely forgotten her
prosance. ‘'Just a amall polnt, but
A gurlous one,” he raplied guardediy,
placing the goblet far back on hia
work-tabls.

“Now Mra, Croyden, I'd |lke to
ask a taw questions; If | may. Wil
you slt down?"

"Firat to make our records com-

plete, will you pleass tell ma how
you and Mr. Croyden spent [sst eve-
nlog, say from slx o'clock on? Wa
are required, you know, not to ex-
ampt any one (o a case like this"
"Well, | think you will be quits
satisfiad with our allbl, It eonalsts
of about two thousand witnessen.
Laat evening Mr. Croyden and Hugo
Palonn, tha ‘cellist, gave a joint ré
altal at Orphous Hall,
“We had dinner st the Savoy,
rather sarly, as there had been a
last-minuts substitution in the pro-
gram and Richard wanted a llitls
sxira tims for rehearsal. The con-
cert bagan al' 8:45, and was over
ahout 10:30, We had just reached
home and Mr. Croyden was foraging
in the refrigerator for a lata snack
when Mr, Dufresna's call came
through,

“Our houss |s Just around the cor-
ner, you know, on Cypress Lane.
In faol, you can ses a corner of the
back of It from these vary windows."
Ad Mra. Croyden raised her arm
to indicate the position of the house,
the sonlight strugk polnts of fire
from an unustially besutitul ring aba
wore on the sams finger with her
woedding ring, catching and fashe
Ing back the brilllance of two excep-
tlooally fine diamonds, & pure blue
while and a eanary stone, hoth per
featly cut and matched and set dl-
agonally,

The detective returned to his
quastions. “You wera Ino tha ny-
dlonce, of couras?Y In a box seat?"
"Oh, no, That would be the worst
possible place to alt. 1 always
chopas an alsla seat on tha lower
floor

“Do you always attend your bus
band's recitals, Mrs, Croyden?”
YO eourse. | naver havs missed
one, Even whan he goos on tour 1
travel with him”

(Qopyright 1031, by Walter ¢, Brown)

Dufresns, tomorrew, aasalls Hars

'_nlu In n terrible thing that some

oot bitterly,

RADID BALLYHOD FOR |
PATENT MEDICINE HIT
I HEDEAL NV

OLEVELAND, O, June 12.—(AP)—
Twa resclutiona attacking the advers
tielng of drigs and medicines over
the madio were pressnied  to the

beiws of delegates of the Ameriean
Madical Association todar.

Thy | Medical socisty pro-
ptas3 that All suoh advertiing he
discontin A New York delegate

Rdyocated tha craation of & hureau to
té wuich advertising. The house
_oonsidered the resolu.
far possible aftiona to-

BIG CLAM BAKE
PROVISED ELKS
THURSDAY NGHT

Installation of officers will bs the
sécaslon for a grest aalmon hoke at
the Elks' Iodge next Thursday, P. C
Bigham, salmeon ¢etchar and chef de
luxe, having offersd to spresd a fesd
for the brothers after the lcdge aea-
ston

ing year inclids H. N, Butler, sx-
nited ruler; Stanley Bhorwood, da-
teemed leading knight: Earl York
satsemed Ioyal knight; Robert Strang,
eateemed lecturing knlght: Ernest L
Brott, secratary; fobert Morrls, treps-
urer; N. B, Young, tyler; J, F. Filean],
truates, three-year term; Delroy
Gotchell, trustes, to f11l the unexpiced
term of H. N. Butler,

P, €. as Bigham Is affectionately
known to scuthern Orfegon Elkdom,
knows just the proper turn fir bak-
Ing the succulent salmon. Hin firh
come from the oven with a galden
brown erust, filrly dripping with the
natural Julces of the ingredlents. Ane
when "P, C" pets out to feed p fow
hungry brothers he doss not akimp of
the portions, Bach diner gets n gen-
eroun hunk of salmon, covered with
W8 own gravy, n twostlsted lielping
of potatoss and ohough other vege-
tables and palnte tickling viands to
feed n hnryvest hand, By way of top-
ping off the menl, ench member Ia
handed all the boer or coffée ho can

Officers 1o be Instalied for the en-|

consumo,
It may be erally hellavad that when

Bigham wagrees to spread a maltucn
bake there are plenty on hand to pay
trihiite to his proweas, hoth as angler
and cook,

BEAUTY WINNER

CULTY HURDER

ST. JOHNS, Ariz, June 11.—(UP)
—A& Jury of cowboya and ranchors
today returned a wverdiet of

szainst Mra. Darothes Turlay, o.'x'.-rj
time  intemational  peautly contmt
winner, charged with intent to mur-
der her husband, Ernest Turley. re-
tired naval pofty officer on their

THE MINUTE THAT SEE(S

ranch near hers laat November fol-
and

lowing an alleged otilja board

fortuna telling =sance

woman playing ihe part of the ata
chlef witnesa, testifying againat
mother,

her

Phone 342 We'll naul away your
sofuse  City Sanitary Bervice

" _GIVE IT A WHI

My DE.&RSALGERMON i

1S QUICKY)
GETAWAY ! ]

b-12.

A YEAR

Ey GLUYAS WILLIAMS

YoU RECOENIZE IN YoUR PROSPECTIVE PARTNER
THE WOMAN WITH WHOM YOU HAD SHARP
WORDS OVER A DENTED FENDER IN THE

TOWN SQUARE THIS AFTERNOON

(Gopyright, 1834, by The Bell Byndicste, Ine.)
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SWILL HAVE To 1)
TOE TAKEN Dowr /T

TAILSPIN TOI\:IM‘:’—Who Killed Wilkins?
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TWELVE PERS NS
THREATENED Mym
TEN PERSONS
HATED HiM -+
THREE DISLIKED
HIM - -BUT Lite
NILLED HimP
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By O. M. Payune
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—Luke Is Sturtled!

IT 15
VERY FASY
TO FIND
Tﬂg GUITY T
NE v,
ng You - i - xi\"fé-\ il s s T
‘T - — S
WL SHEAN, DIRECTOR OF SAITH, B = =
» + " /s ESIOENT OF UNE BRA SECLETARY] /ey SEACHC, Ex- LA ACE, AA
AION/SHT BATROL” THE A1t/ & LONT ARRMNS, IVC: ”m P AW ﬁ;yf&g PSR o Pl
TRy A AT oS WIHO PIGHT HAVE (OST 10003 | |SAACKED toreirnls IN || PomT Arcaiases. sve Wi Tomn
LICTURES CoRA .::irp yfm R HUVERED AND DOLARS || THE FACE WHEN MHE || TO GIVE WILK FRIENDLY ADVIC
s /a59 Y ARBVED L5 PUONISHT PATROL Y WAS NOI| | ATTEATOZED 70 KIASS || BUT WAS FORCED 1N7TD A Cuskind
§2 Ll ! A e nia ST 5SS~ - D~ - LNTH THE /10/E Bltor.-.

By Edwin Alger

ITS GETTING
DARK FAGST-

HELLO, OBIE, 1
JUST SNEAKED ouT |
LOOKING FoOR A
LTTLE mEST

cinse was deprecated in a report of
tha bureau of Inveatigation to the
hotss of delegates.

"Mueh of the patent medicine sd-
vertising that goen over the air I

frum exploiters bafors the passage of
the npational food and arugs act of
1806 the report wald,

“Buch  biatadt  quackery  has
aroused ths medieal profession snd

Iay public to the need of an exten-
Alon of the powers of the food And
drigh act Lo eover collateral ndvers

trade package.”
i

Printing Dept, of Mall Tribune

Inet Worka,

reminiscent of the type used by nos- |

aven the more Intalligent part of the

Haing. Instead of A% now, merely the
advertising thal appears on or (n s

\

All kinds of legal blanks for suls
lor rent, no hunting. no trespaming
And other cards for sale st Conimarcial

[ N———
WINDOW OLASHS—We sell window
inss and will replace your broken
windowa reasonably, Trowbridge Cab-

s

| BRINGING UP FATHER

to Be
n {m« T

7 TM READY TO CALL ITA
DAY, BEN—REMEMBER,
ITS ONLY A SHORT RUN
FROM HERE TD DEAD DOG
REEF, AND THAT'S WHERE
OUR REAL WORK

GOSH, DAVE, TM &
GETTING EXCITED Y

/|

ALMOST THERE! 4 SUIT

BEGINS/.

MAYBE YOU'LL BE STILL
MORE EXCITED WHEN -
NOW THAT WE'RE | YOU PUT ON THAT DIVER'S §

i GO DOWN WITH

TOMORROW AND
M

SUFFERIN' CATS/ '}
HAVE T A STY IN
ME EYE OR.1S
THAT A LIGHT I'M
LOOKIN'AT/

WELL, L DIONT g
COME OUT HERE
LODKING FOR
\WORK EITHER

PLEASE DONT THROW \L

THAT UP TD ME 1 FEEL &

BAaD ExOUGH ABOUT IT.

IT WAS THAT STUBBORM WIFE

VHO DRAGGED HIM |
AMNUAY FROM HER

SOM TO THARK

FOR THIS. ADVERTISES,
US IWTO ALl m-is
BUSIESS AMND 4 OF IS
THEMN Walks EAS P

1 SPEMT A WaAaR
LOAKN ON THAT 80v'S
EDUCATION . I GANVE kIM

AN EDUCATION ALL THE

WA UP TO A RACCOO

THE WAY

GOT THE EDUCATION
HE SHOULD
S T

COAT aND THEN HE RUNS
AAAAN AND MARRIES TS
MINNIE MUNCHER - AND
SHES FPULLING
HiM AROUMD 1 THINK SKES

HAVE HAD S

i 1F You START ouT
T BE NOBODY :
ARJILUMID TWHE HOULsE,
EVERY TIME THEY
CALL THE ROLL YOURE
GOING TO STILL BE
THAT \:C‘-&DDV

ot

J

By Gearge MeManus

|
SHUT LR YOURE
COMG \WiTHM ME
TO LOOK Fam AN
APARTMENT-

ALL I DO S
O DAYy
INTeEREST

ANl RENT

| THERE'S THE
AWAQ‘TEH:N'T‘
f\au.u\- ‘L.‘.“D 'IN‘T‘C \;:l‘-:
af . L= k- "
DO THINIZ EEL.»
SMNOULD LWIEE T
) LIVE ThHERRS

A H AT YES-WE HAVE /
DiIFrFERENCE THREE APARTMENTS |
\3‘?\&_‘&1: K akan EMRTY-"THE
S LB e ELEVATOR CIRL




