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KYNOPSIE: Rergeant Hars
huor found fhe weopon that killed
one of the fwo men found mir-
dered dn Plerra Dufreans’s hewse,
It proves that the atronger and tha

ehiceman did wot kill each ofker.

nt it does mol (ndipate who the
wmurderer woas, Harper aaus the in-
vieatigalion must mol overlook the
Emu‘r.uilu that a aervant may have
od o hand o the killing,

Chapter 33
THE ACCUSATION

AFFERTY it & clgaretts and

blow the smoks upward at a
sharp angle. "Quit your hemming
and hawing, Bteve. You can make
the pluch any tme you pleass. You
might as well maks up your mind
about it and have it over.”

Harper looked amused. “So you's
got it all Agured out?™ .

“Bure. It you really want tha
killer, just march up the stalrs, walk
dowe the hall, and enler the frst
door on the left”

“Mrs, Dufrosne?”

“Exnctly, I koow It. You know
it Dutresune knowa it, too, Ha tried
to cover up for her by biding the
gun. That's why he's boon playing
ont and mouss with us, afrald we'd
turn uwp somothing that would up-
sot the apple-cart. Which is just
what happened,”

“You'ra wrong, Jack,"” Harper sald
quletly, “This thing ls a lot more
dntricate than that theory of yours
allows for, In fack U'm Just begln-
nlng to realles what & Gordlan knot
wo have on our handa'

“That's m very apt figurs of
spesch, Maybe you remember
awhat happened to ths Gordinn
knol?"

“Yon, Aloxander couldn't unravel
it, an there wera no ends showlng,
%0 ha slioed it with his sword."

“Correct. I'd advise you to take
the tip from Alexander. You've got
youd elght suspects, but It you Inok
them over earefully you'll soe how
the number dwindlos. [ take it that
you are not trying to pin It on Mra,
Croyden or her planist husband?
Boaldes, they'ra roally just visitors
here,

"Dufyesne and Androws woro shut
up In the Austerlits under bheavy
gunrd at the time. Donaghy was on
duty there, too, and It lsn't lkely he
hnd & chance to lears the place.
Anyway, hls atatements sre easlly
jeliscked, The Whilmores wers near
the spot, true enough, but they
/dldn’t leaye thelr rooms after dark
Jdant night. The know proves that.

“Jhnt doea that leave us? One
person, and only one—Mra, Du.
[resns, vialting at Mrs, Orelghton
Morlook's,

“ Boe what wo have thare, Bhs de
voloped a hoadache and dlda't come
down to dinner, Headaches, you
Kknow, require seclusion. A standard
alibli Thon & myaterlous outbreak
of fire fn the Morlock garage. Waan't
|EHHE n porfeat opportunity for gol-
|ting away for s while, unseen, un-
;nutlnud?

By Lho lugklost of iukes, wo have
Howard Doyle's avidance, otherwise
wa'd ba complately In the dark. I
moko the fiat assertion that Mrs,
Difresne lofk  Mrs, Morlock's,
walked the mile or so to this house
1o keep hor rendesvous and killed
itia man ahe eame here to moat! And
here's my bit of svidence for that”
Lafforty paused dramatically, then
brought forth s shapeloss bundle,
swathed In crumpled Ussue psper,
which he stripped away. A stalned,

ntood rovealed. 'Thess are the
nhoss Mra, Dufresne wors Inst
night” he oxplained. “They were
on thelr way to the trash-bin this
moralng, vin John Whitmore, when
1 reacued thom."

SHRGE&NT HARPER ploked up
the oncedainly allppors, tho'e
narrow brooaded sidoa now solled
beyond repalr, They wers atill
moOEEY to the touch.

“I muppons,” Lafterty jeored, as

Harper thoughtfully set them alde
%y nldo, “that she got them ln that
loondition Just stepping Into the ear
at Mrs, Morlock's with Doyle and
jeoming in here from the curb to the
front door, on & shoveled path, too,
That Indy went for & faunt through
tho anow Inst night and ahe came
hore!" '

Harper paused In the charging of
hls pipe, the battlescarred com.
panfon of many a lonely vigll over
knotly problems. “Doos Mra. Du-
frosne strike you as the sort of
woman who wonld carry on'a clan.
dentine afaly, lst alons stoop to
murder? e domanded,

Lafforty snorted, “Stevis, old
boy, years and yoars ago I gave up
trylng to figure out women by look.
Ing at them, Blster Aline and Siatar
Bylvin may bo very acdnte and dig:
olfled wives, but in thelr debutante
daye, na the Hartall glrls, thoy were
& pair of pretly high steppers, 1 can
ol you, Old Man Bartell loft each
of them more money than was good
for them and they hind & free head
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and no one to answar to, 1've beard
plenty about them.”

“Boen dolng some tablold archeol
o5y on the slde?” mocked Hurper,

*No, but I waa talking to Bob
Johnson, That Iad covered the so-
¢lal whirl' when he first broke In
with the Dilly Lodger and bhe's got
a memory ke & Aling cablnet. Ac-
eording to him, the Bartzll girls had
the polite clreles of their day stand:
ing on thelr colleclive ears.

“Inpidentally, 1t might Intorest
you to know that in those days our
good host, Mr, Plerr. Dufresns, was
rushing litle Allne. The engage
ment was rumored unofclally sev-
eral times and thors was plenty of
boszing and whikpering when be
up and married Blater Sylvia I
stoad.”

“To hear you talking, one wonld
think that Mrs, Dufresne and Mra
Croyden were now a coupls of dow:
agers.””

“That was all of ten years ago,”
Lafterty answered, “and ten yonrs
can make & lot of changes, but you
naver can toll when the old fire will
flare up sgaln. That happens often
enough. Remamber taat Bylvia Bar
tell marrled & man conslderably
older than herself, while her slster
—well, 1 take Croyden for one ol
thoss nrtletio chaps, all nerves and
temperament, charming as an ac
quaintance, but damn hard to live
with,  Certainly Mrs. Dufresno i
atill far removed from an aga whore
ons could say, “This woman s pansl
the time for love affaira

ARPER looked amusod as he

held s match to his plpe. “Very
well put he acknowledged, “al
though the implications ara some
what Ubalous. But llsten, you olé
roclal. philosopher, does Mr. Do
freane strike you an belng the sori
of man who would connive at lildlog
hin wifa's gulit?"

“There's such s thing as pride
Btove, and it takes some guee
turns. Many s man bas brazened
down the world in & cuse llka that
and taken his own measures in pri
ynta—later,”

“No, I don't bellove you'ra on the
right track at all. There are planty
of gaps In your structure. What of
this alleged lover, for instance? He
was here In the cliy, buylng his dls-
gulne, while Mrs, Dufresne was still
at her summer homs, That dossn't
sound much ke a clandestine afe
falr"

"Granted, hut remomber that the
Dufrasns summer home Is on an
Inland. Not mueh chance for mscret
mostings there unless the third
party came as n guest. T think those
two coocelved the lden of writing
crank lettera to Dulresne, Afler »
dus Interval ha was (o bs bumpod
off. Thon Mrs, Dufresne would ba
froe nnd the polloa’ would be bunlly
hunting arpund for somo downat
the-hoels homlcldn]l manlae wha
never really exialed. It's a clover
sohoma,"

"I'soe. Having decidod to disen
eiimbor harsslf of the huslnnd ahe
no looger wanted, Mra, Dufrenne, in
R Nt of abeent-mindedness, killed
lier lover Inatead. Very claver, Jaok,
very clever.,”

Latterty amiled sourly, "Just the
name, old boy, I'm holdlng to my
theory till you can produce n boltor
one,” he atated. "Everybody but
Mrs, Dutresne han an alibl tor the
tims In question. Why don't you
olinllonge Her with 11"

Harpor ahruggaed, “You know the
sltuation, Dr. Ulrieh has forbldden
har to talk, What would ba the use
of trylng to hold 'a vital Interview
like that when she can atop and
think and wrile down the answars
at har lelsura? Blnce you'rs mo sot
on your thoeory, I'll delagate to yon
ths jobh of vlaiting the Morlock
bouse. You can check up all yom
want, but don't Jet the cat out of the
bag. Mrs, Morloek s & relative of
Mrs, Dutresns and If she Ands out
that we suspect anything it won't
take long for 1t to get back to this
house. Go to It! Here's your chanes
o show me up.”

“That's not the Ides, Eteves, and
you know It Of courss, there's an
alternats theory, bufit on ths same
baso. Haa that ogourred to yoult™

Harper took & long pull at his
pipe. “I'm fall of theorles,” he re-
plisd, *With Uttle encouragement I
oould bulld up a onss againat almont
any of the alght you ploked out. But
who Is Involved in your mlternate
theory 1"

"“Plerra Dufrosns himasll, Por
hapa ke dlscoversd this affalr and
killed his rival. I'm convinced the
slementary motives in my Lheory
ara right, whataver ths Individual
moves mar have besan™

The Bergaant's glatca aharpened,
"I'ra boen toylug with some such
Iden,” ha stated slowly,

(Copyright, 1321, by Walter O, Brown)

Toamerraw, Harpar works out &
Trash theory,

SALEM. Juns 8.—{AP)—Offlcinla of

clas the gasoline tax 1Aws of the three

atates and the Interstats movement

of gaxoline trucks, It waa announced
toddny,

NEW TORK, June 8.—(AP)—Man-
Oregon, Waahington and Idaho will|ager Prankle Frisch ol the 8t Lowila
EALhor At Walls Walla Monday to dife | Cardinala and Umpire Rigler were
fined 8100 each today by President

Jobhn A, Heydler ofl the Natlona
leagus for thelr altercation in S

Louln  yeaterday.
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HOOVER PRAISES
NEW' PLATFORM
PENNED BYG.0.P.

Titular Head Urges Part

oua.”

Hoover sald,

the commitiee, on Fletcher's selection
a5 chairman, terming the Pennsylva.
nian “most experienced and courages

#The firm declaration by ths com-
mittes of Republican principlos and
purposes will hearten not only Repub. | ¢
llcans but the whole countiry," Mr

"For even thoss who dissgres witi
us will reallze the ¥ital Importance !
of srutingy and conatrictive debits | maust
of all proposals, and opposition to
those which ‘will hurt the progreas
and welfare of the country.

“In order to accomplish this servize | kitten of unkiuown heredity, bo-:nllm.'l
to the nation vigorous party organis|of the breed’s unreliable dispositions.

| 2sti0n 19 essentisl snd it is indesal
tmperatite to the proper rum:ll.«;u::r-:i.l
of all popular government."

Flateher, eloected yesterday as ehal:-|
nal commities tc
t §anders of Indlans,
ainmitiee and Repube
leaders to plan

man of

ae commiitts mems-
1d them the o«

Tput onl the bre

il
Authoritios sn¥ 1t Is better to take
In an “alley eat” than a Elamess]

Leaders to Give Due Rep-|
resentation to Youth —
Principles Hearten, Word

WASHINGTON, June 8 —(f—8ena-
tor Charlea L. Mchary of Qregon, Ha-
publcan leader of the senats, (A not
overly fmpresasd with the stlection
of Henry P. Fletcher of Pennaylvanis
As the new Republican national chalre

man.
“A good man," Senator McoNary sald
of Flotcher, *but not a brilliant selec-
tion." He hnd hoped for the sslectivn,
he pald, of "an equilly good man far-
ther to the west, possesaing aans and
modern views"
Several other weatern Republicans
expreesed dlsappointment.

—
CHICAGO, June B —{fM—Herbart
Hoover, former presldent, today sent
& telegram to the Republican national
committee, as It greeted |18 now chalr-
man, Henry P. Fletcher, and pralsed
the new "platform” adopted yester-
dny.

The titular head of the pariy. al-
though nol taking an active part in
the committee’s meating, Hoover
urged the Republican leadera to give
Ydiue representation to youth,"

He conigratulated Flatcher, to whom
he addressed his mossage, and alas

GIVE IT A WHIRL

~ ARE You SURE =
THESE ARE

ARE THEY FAST!SAY LADY ==
" THERE'S ONLY ONE THING- 3
= FASTER AN’ THAT'S
STANDARD GASOLINE
T WITH TETRAETHYL 4
UNSURPASSED! 3

THE WORLD AT ITS WORST _

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS'

WITH HOME IN SIHT, AT THE END OF
A LONG AND TiRING WALK WHH THE
' CHILDREN, YoU DISCOVER THAT SOMEWHERE
! ONTHE WAY JUNIOR DROPPED HIS SWERTER

(Copyright, 1984, by The Bell Byndicsis, 1sc.)

§'MATTER POP—

FFTY PounDds!
LETS CHemew UuP
o THA

HALF oF YA
b AT A TIME.
AN THEN

sSumTHIN WRoNG
witH THe Scanes!

JusT As MucH AS Ya-

(Gopyright, 1834, by The Ball Syndisate, Ine.)
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By George McManus

DOWN TO ORYANS CAFES .

| SENT ‘THAT FRESH DLDE
TO COLLECT A BILL !

1 B I Klog Proverms Spssficyes, lae, Goopt Balinla i pememnd,
e

1’#4 SoOREN 1 DID You
MR. JIGGS- } e S

NO - SOME OF
THOSE LOAFERS
GOT VERY

IMRERTINENT'

SO | HAD TO

LICK FOUR OR
FIVE OF THEM.
ILL GO BACK
AGAIN, HOWEVER
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