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MOCKING HOUSE

BY WALTER €. BROWN

EYNOPBEIS: Thers are muony tan.
gled 1hreads aboul fhe bafling
mirder of a policeman and a
atranger in Pierve Dufresne’s Aouse.
Ong of them, tha disappearance of
a myustertous A8 ocalitire revolver
aeemy (o lead to Dufrespne himself.
Berpeant Harper {a the more aus-
plelows because Diufreane i (oo an-
afous to atop (ke inteatigation and

et the police out of kis hovse, Dus

reana hos called in Horper's atips-
tiar eficers,

Chapter 28
PEACEMAKERS

“QERGEANT." the Director began

in his booming voloe, “Mr. Du-
freana bas nsked me to seo what cin
he dons to expedite this Inquiry. Of
course," he continuen gulckly, “It has
nevar besn my pollcy to Interfers ar-
bitrarily with any man o my De
partment, as you know. Harper, but
Mr. Dufrésns (s an old friend of
mine and | want to be as accommo,
datlng as | can, especlally In vlew
of Mra, Dufresne's mighap"

"] think it would be Inadrisable lo
move (rom the scéns of tha erime
under present conditions” Harper
replied, quiatly but firmly.

"But why. In Heaven's pamel™
orled Dufresps. "Am not I the one
most concarnad? Thera will ba oo
more threatening latters, to mors
shoty from hiding. I don't cars who
he was or what He was, IL Is enough
to.know that he will not tronble us
agalpn. Ha wan undoubladly & hom!:
clda) maniac.”

“What makes you thiok so?" Har-
per challenged,

Dufresne starsd In  aurprise.
“YWhat else can we think? You hava
every chiractoristie of & violent
homicidal mauln!

“Apparently, yes, and of the most
virulent type,"” agreed Harper, “But
you forget that we have no proof
whatoyer that the man who waa
killed last night wons the same one
who wrots the threatening leiters
and ahot at you yesterday.”

Dutresns broke in exclledly, “Sar
geant, you ars dellberately manu-
faoturing diMenlties, To call such
& train of events a colncidenca ls to
stratch a remota poosibility until it
susps of Its own thinoess," He
snortad his scorn of such an Idea.

Captain Mucklin had besn taking
in t@is verbal tiit lotently, From the
firsf bo bad asnsad some underlylng
current of hostllity batween Du.
fresne and tha detective, Holnjoctad
himsalf amoothly into tha convaraa
tion. “Harper, bave you any direct
evidancs that this man was not the
ona who wrots the crank lettera?"

“Captaln Macklin, | would prafer
to make my report privately.”

"Come, now, Sergeant,” Connors
boomed, “thers’s no need lo takas
that line, Thore xeems to ba a llitle
friction between you and Mr. Du.
fresne, Wa don't want anythiog ke
that."

“Gentlamen," sald Dufresne with
gront dignity; "my wife nsods peace
and quint atter ths shock she had
lat night. Bha Is the fnnocent vie-
tim of hungling methods—"

“Mr, Dufresne,” Harper snapped,
his tompar rising, “you wiil plense
remember that I had oothing to do
with Mrs. Dufresne’s mishap.”

"l am not hiaming you, Harper.
Thete was nothing personal In my
complalnt, but the fact st re.
mnlon"

"Lot's not got side-tracked,” Mack-
iln resumod. "In there any stch avi-
denee, Harper?”

“Nok diract evidance, sir”

"Of courae thara (kn't," Dufreane
Interrupted agaln. “\Vhat happened
In this room Inst night Ix plaio to be
#8en. There In no need to twiat It
Into still more fantastio shapen nor
In Leying to ratlopallze a madman's
actlons*

IRECTOR CONNORS wavad his

blg, blunt olgar fn the alr. “Yea,
Harpar, It you've got anything sub-
stantial to bulld on, lel's hoar about
1"

Harpor draw himself up suimy.
“Vary well, Dirsctor. | have basn ro-
luctant to part with this Information
tor faar it would hamper my further
work In this cass. Manlne or sot,”
heanawered Improssively, “this man
wias murdored, not by OMeer Hamlil,
but by a third parson who was here
o this room! This sme unknown
porson  also Jkilled Hamill! Tha
fcone was flxed, the ovidence tam-
pered with #o that it would look as
If the two mon had killed each other,
At firat this was only a theory, a
suspicion of mine, but now 1 posi.
tively know It to be & fact"”

"You have the proof!" Capisin
Macklin asked with restrained ten.
My,

For reply the dotactive briefly re-
counted the doubta he and Carlin
had shared concerning ths wound
In the murdered man's head and
how 1t had led to the recovery of the
origipnl 45 buller and the roll of
carpet with the telitale bullat hole.

Harper had bean keeping & wary

put the Ilatter appesrsd az oom:
plussed as the others,

“This Is utter nonsense,” he crled.
"It cannot be. The bullet that killed
this maniac ecame (rom the pollce-
man’s gun. It was found right hers
in the room."

Tha datective held op the ateels
Jacket, “Why was this bullet hidden
away so carefully?” He stood the
roll of carpst by the tabls. "Why
does this carpet bave a biilet hole
through ItT Wa tested our theory of
concealed murder by hunting for
concenled svidenca—and we found
It. And wa're going to find more of

.

“But thess are not proofs,” Du.
frespe cootinued, “A stray bullst, &
hola'in soma old carpat.”

“There ars traces. The substitu-
tion of bullets is one. It Is true there
ara no fingerprints but this criminal
was too astats for that. No doubt he
wors gloves. The murderer sat In
this room with his vietim, They
aven drank (ogether and parbaps it
was at that moment the killer choss
to fire. Alter the murder the exirs
glazs was washad, dried, and put
back In the cabinet. But we have
found the glass, with traces of ita
recant nss still {n the bottom.

“The murdersr’'s first thought was
to melt down ths bullet by holding
It In the Names of the log fre with
these tongs. A syatemsatio affort was
made to hide the victim's |dentlty—
a ring was forced from his flnger,
an emblem from his cont lapel, what-
ovar papera, keys or other articles
he had were cified from his pockets.
Even the labals wera ripped from
his own clothes., Nona of thesa
things has come to llght in the
bouse—wa cxsume that the murder-
ar carriedl them ad.wnr."

-

HAT s all gusss-work, Harpar,™
Dulresne rebutted. “If thers

was & third porson, as you losist,
how did bs eacaps from this house
after the erima? Il admit fnger-
prints can be wiped away buot you
ean't wipe away tracks in the snow."

“l ean't answer that guestion,
yet" the detactive replied. “I don't
know how It was done, but | koow
that It happensd. We'va tad men
murdered in locked and sealed
rooms and the molutlon turned out
to be quite simple, If the murderer
planned & way to escape without
ltaving tracka in the gpow I'll find
how It was dons Dbefors I'm
through!®™

Harper looked dlrectly at his com.
manding officers; I have other vl
denca that eannot ba divulged In this
house without aerioualy Injurlng our
chances of sugeoss.”
Dufresne sneared opanly. “It's for-
tonate 1 was undar your own pollce
gunrd last night, Harper, or ¥you
would crown this brillant fantasy of
yours by accuning me of belng the
master mind behind this affair”

Harper's tace roddened at-the in.
sultiog tone which barbed these

lkilled a ahort time later.

and Bapt. 15, that la over 1,100 Rllu-
maters per day. With the Inclusion af
the Atfrican laps, for the firat tinis
the flight croases the frontiers of Bu-
10Pe,

ROUND EVROPE
PLANE FLEA
LRES PLTS

1934 Contest Sponsored by
Aera Club of Poland, Wil

Atarting Time

The flight starts officlally on Aug,
2% with the technlcal examinations,
which last yntll Sapt. 7. This hard
trial ingludes: minimum spesd, start
and Ianding within the ahorisst
atretch, examination of gasoline <on-
and ting and re-
aaembling of alrplanes. "
After ths "Round Europe” flight,
on Bept. 18, s apeed test, alwaya

awaited with great curiosity,
Besids the cup for the winner are

money primes: for firat place 100000
French francs; for secand 40,000; tor
third, 20,000; the fourth., 10,000, and
15 prizea of 6,000 francs each.
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Roy Comnaster, second baseman for
the University of Alabama, made only
two errors in 68 chances and batted
A15 in the fint 12 games this season

PR

Bandy Oarrlsun Caasanova, Loa An-

geles hoxer, ia now In Mexieo whare

he haa lsunchied his career aa a matl.
dor with succesa

e
Waahington 8tats colisie schedulsd
& dual track meet with the'Universisy

of Oregon this year for the firat tima
vsince 1828,

Have Entries From Many
Nations Start August 29

WHAT MAKES THE
MEXICAN JUMPING.J
BOEAN S0 ACTIVE

WARSAW (UP)—The higgest Eu-
ropean  aport flylng contest, the
“Roiind Europe' flight for 1034, will
be organizad by the "Aesra Club of
the Pollsh Republic to which the
winner of the laat race in 1032, Fran-
cleazek Zwirko, belonged, Zwirko waa

The {irst "Round Rurope™ flight ac=
tually was started and organized In
1820 ‘by the ''Asro Club of France™
Participation for 1034 Ia msaured b7
Poland, Germany, France, Italy and
Czechoslovakian. But the fallure of
Britain to file notification has caused
great disapaintment.
The Routs

The fiying routs covers 0400 kilo-
metars, as follows: Warsaw-Koenlgs-
berg - Berlin - Cologne - Brusasis-
Parln - Bordeaux - Pau - Madrid-Sa-
villa - Casablanta - Meknes.Sldl Bel
Abbes - Alglers - Blakra - Tunis-Pel-
ermo -~ Naplea = Rome = Rimni-Zeg-
Teh - Vienna - Brunn - Pragus-Kal.
towits - Lvuy - Vilns « Warsaw,

GIVE IT A WHIRL

WE SPRINKLE &
THEM WITH &
STANDARD
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By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

WONDERING WHETHER ToO GWE IN
AND ENT YOUR SPINACH , THE DESSERT
LOONING AND SMELLING DNEXPECTEDLY 600D
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EVEW IF THE CHanse
CouLDd THE MATDE.

“Perhaps you'd be Interested to
know that you own another weapon,
n ravolver of large callber, This was
usually kept tn the upper right:-band
drawar of the highboy In your dreas-
Ing-room. Early thls morning that
ravolver was stlll in ita place. It has
sines disappearad Can you tell ua
noything about that?"
Diifreana Jooked at him out of a
face suddenly sobered. 1 own na
such ravolver,” he staled firmly.
"Your butler, Andraws, sayn that
you do.™
“Ring for him. Wa'll noon get to
the bottom of that" Dufresns re
plled, sharply.
They walted in an unsasy silence
untll the butler made hia appear
ance. Andrews stood looking from
one to another Inquiringly under hia
tutted white syebrows.
“Andrews, what In the devil hare
You been saying to the pollca? Go
on, Harper, you started this*
Harper faced the old man. =A it
tie while ago you told me that Mr,
Dufresns  kept & revolver In a
drawer of the highboy In his room.
Mr, Dufresns denles that”
Andraws lifted his head, “1 naver
saw sush a revolver,” was hia calm
aatement.
fCopyright, 1051, by Walter €. Brown)

t¥s oo Dufresns durlng his reeital,

Tomorraw, Sergeant Harper de«
fen Dufrsane. i £

Dropped Drad Digging Grave
HARDY, Va, (UP)=Whila helplng
to dig & grave here, A O, Spradiin
had & Beart atiack and fell dead Inte
tha grave,

F. . R Invited ta Colorado
DENVER, Colo. (UP)—An Invitatica
to apend hin siimmer Vacation In

Colordo has heen sxtended to Preal-

THE NEBBS8—Think That Ona Over

PITTS--GO AFT/

BUNNIES /'

words. He atepped forward so that

he'stacd faeu to face with Dufresne. GU/LTY. ONE P

“Thoss two men wers murdered,” ;‘fﬁg-é;’ d‘HANE.‘ -

he repeated, "and I am sure that at [ Yol 1

|oaat ane person in this house could DETECTIVE —— '

identiy the man who masqueraded | , | AB/L/T Y=~ 50 Z0aNG CHE LD — —

In your llkenees, I'll go aven further, S MW TAGUES | HLET
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o master of the house threw - ;
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“Mr. Dufresne,” Harper purred, “a POOR, OLD [AMOS PITTS 15 TOUCHED,BEN/ TOUCHED/
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saN . e uwen &
LOT OF ~NEARS BUT
SO Cak ALNWANS

LEARN SOMETHING -
U0 LIKE TD AsSk A
QUESTION WHEN
NoW LiGHT.

IM & SOURCE
OF EaAasY
INFORM ATION

b/ f-l

GUST HONW 1S 1T THAT YOU'RE

AMILERN) THEY COME IMN - JUST

NO WHATS THE IDEA T

TeE WK

wirks A G
AL

Sald

SPENDING MONEY FOR A.D\-EET‘I;Q
OUR HMEALTH \WATER WHEN YOU -awveE |
NO EACILITIES T SHIP ORDERS

mMs BETTER TO HAVE ORDERS
A)D WO FACILITIES TO SHIP THANM TD
HAVE FACILITIES TO SHIF AND NO ORDERS .
NOW YOU RUN ALONG AND GET MR.

NEBB TD HELP YOoU LOAF _ HE WMJIOWS
MORE . ABOUT IT AND DOES IT MUCK
{ MORE GRALCEFULLY

I .
BRINGING UP FATHER

dent Roosevelt by CGoverns: Bdwin ©

Johnson.

| JUST CANT STAY
AWVAKE: | QUESS 'L
HAVE TO TAKE THAT
MEDICINE THE
DOCTOR GAVE
ME TO WAWKE

© (1, WKing Pembine Bpndumn, Mg, Glon Beials righn o

I'"LL TAKE T
LATER-
WAKT TO
SLEER Wikl
THATS doin
ON -




