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— oMurder o€
MOCKING HOUSE

BY WALTER C. BROWN

EYNOPEIE: Bergeami Harper
han found fwo bita of evidence to
'hat the two
wien foknd ghot (o death (. Plerrs
Diifrepne's breakfagt room did not
ahoot eqch other, in epite of ap-
pearances. (e de the foct that a
cerfain bullet does not At o cerfain
Bbullet hole: the nther {2 o drop of
water in a glaas. Now ks has found
where the murdered obtained the
apeni hullet he substitufed for the
one aetually used.

Chapter 23
MISSING REVOLVER

T WAS a squat roll of old stalr

carpet. There was a mscorchod
bola through the tough fabric and &
lurther search showed a acar on the
whitewashad uonrds where the spent
bullet bad hit

“Wea're on the right road now,”
Harper exclaimad exultantly, “It we
could only find that steal-jacket bul
let, wo'd have our proof complate.”

“I'm afrald the killer would nold
on to that" was Laffarty's surmise,

"There's & natural urge to get rid
of that sort of avidence." Harper
colintered, “and I'm counting on
that.”

They swung thelr fashlight about
at random. “What's fn that Iiitie
cubby-hola over thera 7"

Lafferty poked his head down.
*Logs for the fireplace,” he an:
nouneed.

Thoy moved those from cne side
of the parrow bin to the other but
found nothing hidden beneath them,
Harper fiashad his lght around the
sldes of the bin and ths beam camea
to rest on a rough board barrier sat
flush Into the wall.

The  datective uanfastensd the
runty boolks snd pulled [t free, atter
a atruggle, A dark space filled with
nibble wan revealad, greeting them
with » damp, musty odor.

“That must be the space under the
tront steps,” sald Harper. Lafferty
suddenly ralsed his band. “Listen!”
be whispered. “There's soma one on
the stairs. | heard & board ereak!®

He tiptoed sllantly In that direc
tlon, while Harper snapped off the
light and listenad, walting. Ina |ittlc
while Laffarty returned, dlsgrun-
tied, “Thare wasn't & soul in sight™
e growled, "but I'm sure somebody
was |Istening o

“I'm golng t+ look In that hole,™
Harper declared. “Give ma a boost
up to the ledge.” With his assist-
ant's ald he scrambled oo to the
sbeulderhigh ledge. Thrusting the
torch shead, he crawled forward on
his knson, Lafferty heard a grunt of
disgust as he brushed aside & black
thing that erawled cut from undar
dinlodgad lump of mortar,

Thers was & ory, a scramble bagk-
wards, and Harper slld down to tha
cellar floor in a shower of small
atones and dirt. His clothos were
solled with lime and the soft, mosey
dirt, and hls hands wers brushing at
the thlek cobwaebs eaught around
his head and ahoulders, but in his
stalned fingers he held a lump of
metal,

“Carlin was right!” he exclajimed.

. It wan & discharged 45 callbar
steelfncket bullat)

“DUT, Bteva, I tell you I paw ft—
right there, burled under those
bandkerchiofs!™

Lafterly polnted to the opan draw-
or of the highboy In Plerre Du-
‘froane's dresslogroom. There was
palpably nothing there now but the
nently stacked handkerchlefs,

"I couldn't he mistaken ahout any-
thing a8 {mportant s that, It waa
pot sn automntic, but a heavy call
ber ravolvar. Androws wan looking
for Dufreane's oxtra palra of glassos
and they were In the drawer on the
pther slde. Tha gun wns not In a
holster. I'd bet & month's pay the
bullets would be A"

“I don't get this at all” Harper
mused. “Wa went off by ourselves
and mada an Important diséovery
that hias to do with the gun used for
this crime. No ono know anything
about our susplelons, yaot when we
return to this room loss than an
hour later the revolver has heen
npirited ‘away. Thut's mors than a
colncldonce!"

Harper looked through the other
drawars 1n the highhoy. The eon-
tenis wars In metlculous order and
it was apparent at a glance that
(nothing ma bulky as the revolver
ILafrorty had describod could be hid-
den thern now.

To be donbly mire that Laferty
4nd ha had overlooked nothing,
Harper wont throngh the drawers
opoa more, And gave tha pleasant
room a hast; genoral search bafore
elther spoke agair Thare was noth-

“Don't forget,” Laliurty advised
drily, "that there was a nolss on the
atalra whils we wera poking aroind
the dellar. Soma one In this house
i trying to kesp nn eye on us 1
think it's Androws. That fellow can
mova around with less nolse than a
soake”

“It that was the revolver wa're
looking for,” Harper went on, *1

don't see w. wulld be left lying
around all tho. Ume®

“But this gun was too big to be
carriod around easlly. It really neod.
ed n bolster. | think you'd better
tacklie Dufresns on ths question.”

“Not so fast. Let me think, It Du-
frenno did it and we tax him with It
he'll cortalnly deny thers evor was
such & gun, [P Andrews did it, he'll
Is, too. But It he didn't do it and
dossn't know t's goma—you stay
here, Jack, and look through thess
two rooms for that gun.”

Harpar went downstalrs. Hs meat
Omcer Albright, who bad stoed
guard over Dufresna’s room, stand-
1og io the hall, about to go oft duty.
“Has any one gons up or down Lthese
stairs o the Iast filteen or twenly
minutes?”

“Not a soul, sir.”

“1 want you to do somathing for
me. [ want to find out i oy one Jeft
this house in (he last hour, and {f so,
where they want Can you manage
that without arousing susplolon?*

Albright signifiad that he could.
The officer at the froot door lo-
formed Harper that no one had gone
otit by that way, whersupon the de-
tactive returned to the breakfast-
room. He pressed the servants’ bell
and signed to O'Connell to leave the
fleld clear.

When Andrews entered he found
the datactive bent ovar the table,
carafilly exanfinfog under the lons
the fingerpriots the dead man had
left on the twin dscantars. Sergeant
Harper looked around, as If sur
prissd, then sald, “Oh, yoa, Sit down,
Andrews. [ want to ask you & couple
of questions"

“ A NDREWS, we are trying to

trace the movements of this
man who was killed bers last night.
We know thar he changed into some
of your master's elothing. We as-
sume that he 1t the fire in the
hearth. By the way. waa that al
ways prepared for the mext light-
ing?"

“Yea, slr. In tha peason it wotld
ba cleanad sarly evary morning and
froshly packed.™

*Wa noliced that there was quite
an accumuolation of ashes {n the pit
In the callar, Was this hearth in use
while ths re-decorating was golng
on?

“I couldn’t say, sir. 1 bave not been
In this house for some weeks.”

"How long has Mr. Dufresne been
at the Austerlits, Andraws?"

“Mr, and Mrs. Dufresne spent the
summer at Mooss Head Lodge. sir.
That's on & small {sland off the const
of Maine. We cama back early In
October, but we had only besn bere
s week or two when we wenl to the
Aunteriite”

“Hut Mra, Dufresne has been stay-
Iog at Mrs, Morlock's.”

“Since the holldays, slr. The dee-
orators have besn vary slow, Of
courss, [ nometimes came up hare
with Mr. Dufreane to see how things
wern progressipg.  Donaghy was
hera much oftener to bring back
things that were needed.”

"Wan the house closed up while
the Dufresnes were at Moose Head
Lodga?"

“Oh. no, sir. The Whitmores
loaked alfter it all summer."

“How many keys are there to this
houss and who has them?"

“Mra. Whitmore bas the only com-
piste sst of keys, | hallava, but I
supposs you are more interested In
dobr keys. Mr, Dufresne has a set
and so has Mre. Dufrésne. | have
koys to the tront door and back door,
Donaghy bas a key to the back doar.
That {s all, sir.”

“The househnold keys seam to ba
falrly well scattered around.” Har
per remarked

“Not unusually so," Andrews re-
plind, with some anperity.

“Oh, U'm not ctitlclzing, An-
drewa,”" Harper raplied easlly. "Thia
man who was killed showed a sur-
prising famillarity with tha place.
He know, tor Instance, how to get
hold of those llguor hottles without
turning the place Inalde ocut.”

The butler looked at the twin de-
canters.” Then he must have found
his way to the wine ecellar; Thoss
bottloa wera not lkept filled. They
ware emply last time I saw theom."
“But your wine cellar ls kept un-
dar lock and kay? When we searohed
down there wa found the door me-
cursly locked."

“You, but the key hangs behind a
beatn, easy to reach, but out of
slght. You would have to know
whare to look for IL"

“That's what [ thought. Now, An-
drews, ons mors question. | muat file
A report of whatever firearma are
kept on thess premises. Mr. Du-
freans roports that he kespa a reval-
ver In the house, a .45 oaliber. That
Is correct, Isn't 12"

Harper glanced up covertly but
the hutler's face was as Impassiva
an aver, nor dld ha hesltals over hia
roply. “Yeu, sir™

Oapyright, 1081, by Walter C. Brown)

Harper turnn up mors purlirg
Infermation, temortaw.

GOTHAM WATING
FLEET'S ARRIVAL

NE WYORK, May 28— (UP)—Path-
or Knirkerbooker dusted off hia best
slik topper today and the young
womin of Manhattan hegan sprucing
theraselves up for ihe big naval
ahow which opens Thursday,

he mightisst  display of s
strength ever seen here will be put
on by the navy in the bay and the
Hudson river, with a procession of &4

wabahipa through the narrows and

L]

" past President Roosevelt.

Aboard these ahlps, which will
Tange In alse from the huge alrplane
earthars auid b Ips te  eriilsers

And 32,000 men, all primad for a 1ot
of fun Ih Manhattan, They will be
awarmning over the Ialand, taking In
Broadway and strelling along Rivers
slde Drive until June 17th when the
big show will be over,

STCEN EIPIRER
PATED N HOSPTAL

BALBOA, C Z. May 28 —(U'P)-<The
United States destroyer Hals returned
to part Bunday bearing Willlam A,
Robinson, Amearelsn explorer, saved
by An emergency operation by naval
surgeons, who flew to his tescue In
the Galapagos talands, In the Pacihe

Robitaon was tushed immediately
io the Oorges hospital, whete he ex=
Pecta to tecuparate alter & nasrow

sscape from desth,

STUDENT BODY FEES VAN DUZER UNABLE

REQUIRE STATUTE 10

TAKE CHAIRMANSHIP

PORTLAND, Ore, May 20.—(AP)—
Portland lumber-

of his Inability, becauss of press of

ENFORCE. PAYMENTS =2 e et i

private affairs, to accept appolntment
BALEM, Ore, Msy 20 —(AP)—Ad- 8 chalrmin of the state unemploy-

minlatration of a compulsory 85 fee’
for atudent activities of extra curric.

| ment commities to succeed Raymond
B, Wilcox, resigned,

Estes Bredecor, who was named to

ular clarsification in the state’s high= wucceed Alex Barry, reaigned, had pro-
er lnstitutions of leprning are pos-! vlously declined to serve,

J. M. Chambers of Eslem was the

third appolntée, named in place of SUBI

JRBAN HEIGHTS

Paul V. Maris,

e = [
HITCH-HIKER KILLED
WHEN LIGHTS HIDDEN ‘

CENTRALIA, Wash. —(UP)— Joey |
King, 18, walked along a highway
{Ilnat night, attempting to hail & ride| |
from passing motorists, Two cars| |
| npproached him from oppoalte direc- |
tions st the same time. Jooy raised
his right arm. The ‘lights from the
firat car blinded the driver of the

oral 1. H. Van Winwle held today in
& second opinion on the matter of
foa charges.

The opinion was glven Chancellor
W. J. Kerr following a report of »
apeclal commitiee of college suthorl-
tles on a plan for the charging of
the extra-curriculs fees.

Van Winkls held he was "unable
to arrive at a conclusion that the cre-
ation of & fund for ths nub!uhm-m!
and maintenance of musical organi-'
mations, athlstic contests, & dally
nawspaper, and other nctivities re-
farred to ms eéxtra-curricular, s in-
cidental to the curriculum of atu-
dents In all departments of the uni-
versity or college, and in view of the
iack of direct connection © * * I am
of tha opinion that all such activities
are not incidental to the edueation
of all studenta”

Van Winklie sdded thst the only
suggestion hs could miks would be
the gama na in the former opinion—
Ythe snactment of a statute suthor-
ielng the collection of such fees

e T

WALLA WALLA, 'Wash.—(UP)—Po-
lictmen hern faced the probability of
wiping thelr hands on thelr handkers
chiefsa or blua uniforms following an
“economic” action of the police de-
partmant, ‘No towels were pravldacll
in the washroom.

sible only by statute, Attorney Uen-f

GIVE IT A WHIRL

GIVE HIM THA'
STANDARD
GAS%LINE.

second, Joey Was run down and|
*killed, T

e
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FRED PERLEY IS S0 FUSSY ABOUT PEOPLE WALKING
ON HIS LAWN THAT THE NEIGHBORS THOROUGHLY
ENJOYED WATCHING HIS MISERY WHEN HIS B0SS
CAME OUT 0 UISIT HIM RECENTLY AND TRAMPED ALL
OVER THE PLACE, FRED NOT DARING To SAY A WORD

Bell Byndicats, Tno)

Gitine

8'MATTER POP—

RE A cocoD
TSeY To DA AND
Ll Tawe You Te

I

TAHE You To
THE TPART

SAld I'D

By 0. M. Payne

WHASsA—

LoveEwy! [ Tusr
Like To Hear

HAD--TO Uiy w0RW, TOM - [
S s Qo Hevisenioy | [ ¢ WAS BN
e ET TH
. “BELT - HERE QUIKE - SHOT!
GOSH: -~ 23 "‘g
THAT-FIRE 770 B i
WASHaT-[~ 1 8 - :

MEAN TO MAKE HIM MAD, BEN-

{ FOR A YOUNG MAN WiTH
GO0 PROSPECLTS

HEALTH AND Mosht
STILL CoMING , You DONT
SEEM VERY WAPPY

WE'LL BE PRETTY CLOSE TO
ANCHOR ISLAMND IN
ANOTHER DAY AND-=--

HAVE PICKED LR

By Edwin Alger
[ \WOW/OLD LUCILS O'MALLEY ABOARD SHIR THOUGH, QH [ .GV SON.YOURE §| NO TM NOT--1 LET'S HAVE IT. E~-BUT TM PRETTY SURE |
O'DOMNELL OBRIEN SURE THE GREATEST PLACE INTHE | [ NOT UPSET BY MEAN 1M NOT BEN--MAYBE 8 T CALGHT CAPN IKE
BOILED OVER AT ME AND | WORLD FOR THAT KIND OF || -THESE YARNS THAT H FRIGHTENED BY [T TRYING TO PLT SOME=
LEFT IN A HUFF—T DIDN'T | GOSHIP TO START--ANYWAY, || ALONZO AND LUKE | THEM, BUT-~- | THING OVER ON ME,AND

1 T THINK TLL JUST ASK
HIM A FEW QUESTIONS-

S O0D
OF LIFE }

IM NOT l-l;ﬂs.ﬂM:P‘\;'J MR NE

DONT FEEL L DID JUST TWE
RISGHT THING IM LEAVING MY
WIFE BEHIND BECAYSE SUHE

WOULDN'T COME DOWN HERE - /

AMD 1 BEUEVE TLL GIVE YOU mY

RESIENATION AND SO TO

=8, 1

%{” A i —
47 2
7 -2y
7 1 ;
H -,1\‘ y 17 o
A Al R
22§ 5 3
WY R r’r'.
viade: -
g
8 \

BRINGING UP FATHER

MAGCCIE I DNT
KQ%W \-w-s.h,"l'b
THE MATTER
WITH ME-|
UST CANT
AN AMNAIKE

YWOU'RE COING

ooy

MAGGIES RIGHT |
MUST SEEA DOCTO

=)

YES-THID IS
DOCTOR
CUTTEMS

By So] Hess

THAETS

DIFFERENT WHILE

THERE'S NOTHIMS 1 CAN SAY TO YOU
MAKE oL FEEL AMY
NOU ARE 1IN THIS FRAME
OF MIND _BUT I'D 60 AND SEE HER FIRST
AND SEE IF 1 COULDN'T CHAMGE HER MIND,
DONT ARGLE, COMY - FOR A FELLOW
AN EASY GAR. YOU DONT SEEM D HAVE
AN ARGUMENT 2

SONG TO

THAY FITS
————

WHO HMAS

B 1054 Koy Prarern st —— HiEht) e 4
4 Prerem Sendini, b rve Browis tat o kY

NO USE*

THE DOCTOR 1D
ASLEEP: I'VE
TRIED TO WAKE
HIM-BUT \TS

SORRY, SIR- BUT l




