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I‘RJ ead in lPum D,
hraokfost room killed eec
Bergeant Harper doge wot beliere
that, however, although the only
Jaet that aupports his theory »o far
aegmp o dmplicgte Mre. Iufresne
theraell The Rw?‘um! begina a res
eonatruclion of the crime,

Chapter 20
RECONSTRUCTION

“ A LL right, let's try to recon

struct the whole thiog,"” eaid
Harper., “Wa'va got certain baslo
facts to serve as foundations and
wo'll At them In as we go niong.
Wo'll tnke elght o'clock Inst night
as our starting polot, Hamill had
Junt made his report from the call-
box. It was snowing heavlly, there
was & cold, high wind,

“Ham{ll walked along on hls beat
for thres biooks. That would bring
it to say, ten minutes past elght
He crossed the strest ahove bere
but haltway over he changed his
mind and came down Powhatan
Terrace Instead, What made him do
that? Obvlously, something he saw
or somothing he heard.

“Prom the spot whoare Hamill
turnod off it fs doubtful that he
conld haye heard any smound from
inside this house, even & shot or &
meroam, It there hnd been & nolse
loud enough for him to hear, cer-
talnly soms of tha nelghbors would
havo bean up and Investigating.
Wa'll huve to make inguiries about
that." Harper jotted down & momo-
rondum, adding other pertinent
guestions from time to tims as he
pursupd the course of the myntery,

*It s much more lkely," be con.
tinued, “that Hamill saw something,
What coald It haye been? A light in
the houss!? The electrio switch had
been torned off at the mource. The
aurtains of this one lighted room
waors drawn closs. That fireplace—
hore's an idos, Jnck. Supposs that
man atirred p the fire, poked the
logs. You know hearth fires don't
burn #o well on & ralny of snowy
nlght, for & damp echimney chokes
ot tho normal draught,

“A shower of sparks would shoot
out the top of the chimney. I've
often ween It on winter nights,
There would bs somsthing to draw
Hamlil's attention. This {s mssum-
ing that Hamlll knaw the house waa
unocoupled. The whole {dea hinges
on that. We'va got to find out
whelher hs knsw the Dufresnes
were staylog elsewhers.”

“That's & neat plece of deduce
ton," Lafterty advised, *but you've
ororlooked an Important polot
TWhat Hamill heard was the front
‘dopr banglog about In the wind.
That wes the sonnd that led Con-
nally and Hilleary here so quiokly.”
"l doubt that,” was Harpor's re
jolnder, “I'va not overiboked that
‘banging door, The Idea that » heavy
door Uke this one coold go on
booming from a quertor past elght
to noarly ten o'clock without arous
fog the othor resldents of Powhatan
Tarence 18 nearly impossible. But
there again s pomathlng we can In.
guire about.

"Howavor, be that as It may, we
Bare Officer Hamlll coming up tha
walle. Wa're safe In assuming that
bis stispleionn were aroused. Now,
dld hs find the door shut and locked
or open and banging? It ahould have
been shut and locked. It Hamill
tound {t that way, he knocked or
rang the bell”

"“Wrong agaln, Steve," Lafferly
objected, “If he wers suaploious
he'd go Arst and have & qulst look
around the outalds of the houns, But
the footprints in the snaw prove
that he dldn't, he walked atralght
::"tc the front door without any de-
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3 ANPER thooght that over

“You're right about that, Jack.
We're not olear about that door.
Assuming that it was locked, from
the more fact that Hamill entered
fome one must nocessarlly bhave
opansd to him. Here, then, we have
our unknown man facing the pollcs
man, That would have been the
Togleal place for any shooting If the
follow had beon s homicldal maniac,
for inatance.

“Inatend, they ko lnto the hreak.
Aast-room, through an  unlighted
hall, Why, In Hoaven's name?
Burely Hamill wonld have been aus-
plefons and kept his gun in his hand,
Our myatery man then sits down o
that chalr, lights & clgarotte, whips
out his gun and shootn Hamill In
eold blood!

“On the other hand, assuming
ihat the door was unlocked, and
posalbly banglng, as Hamill's direct
approach might Indlcate, then he'd
probably atep Inalde and try to turn
on the lights. That resulting In noth
ing, he'd probably eall or whistle to
attract attention, Perhaps he no
ticed the llght shining under the
broatast-room door, He would open
it mnd look innlde.

“Our stranger Iy sliting very com-
fortably at the table, drinking and
smoking, very much at homs and nt
ense, Evoryvihiog (s In normal order,
The man !s in formal dress and
bears a startling resemblance to Mr.
Ditfresne, So, I Hamill recogalzed
him at all, he would mistake him
for the maater of the house, Cer-
talnly there (= no reakon why Hamil)
should want to shoot Dufresnse, but
noyvertholess they kllled each other
with a remarkablo nnlty of purpose,
That's a protty stilf doss of theory
to swallow!"

“It sounds orazy to me Lafterty
ngreed. “As you' say, a door could
hardly be banging away for nearly
two Mours without somas of the
neighbors doing something abhout It
On the other hand, doors don't open
of themselves and set thelr locks
#0 that they can't shut agaln. If
Hamlll had lsft the door unlatohed
behind him, It would havs banged
shut just once and lockod itself,”

Wall, ilka it or not, all our evh
dence states that the door could not
have'bosn touched after the shoot-
ing, sloce both men wore dead. We
have only to examina the snow to
see that Connally and Hilleary yere
the next to enter the house, Con-
sldoring tha ahiooting as a separate
action, we got into another maze.

"Our myslery man must have
shot Hamlll twlce befors Hamill
fired at him, tor Doo Mlller assured
m#a that death must have beon in.
stantaneocus and his posltion in that
chalr confirms It But there wa have
the dllemma—elther our Intruder
shot Hamill after he hlmself was
shot through the brain, which 1s
aurely impossible, or elss Hamill
fired with extraordinary accuracy
after bolog nhot In tha breast twice,
oncs through the heart,

OW In = single sxchange of

shota there exists a bars mathe-
matical chances for two men to plug
each other so neally, but that third
bullet throws It into confuslon. It
has me guesslng and It has Carlin
guesaing, too."”

They sat sllent for a fow moments
and both pairs of eyes wera thought-
fully focused on the littls row of
twinted bullsts, The thin wires that
held thelr tags glistened bLrightly in
the pleasant morning mub.

Harper strafghtensd up with de-
termination. “Let’s pass on to Lhe
unknown man's movements,” be
suggested. “So far as we koow, he
wans not hiding here In the house all
the time, Assuming that he was the
wriler of the threatening letters to
Dutreane, It works out something
ke this:

“He somoliow managed to trall
Dufresns when the Iatter left the
olty. On the return trip, he must
hava followed his {ntended victim
until he learned which route he was
taking, then passed him and hurrled
ahead to plek out & good apol for
tho ambush, whare ha walted.”

*That meann he had a car at his
disposal," Lafforty Interjocted.
"Yen, After he had fired at Du-
froane and the lattor made good his
oncape, he returnad to his car and
camo back to the ity by some other
road. That would ba easy.

“The autopsy has shown that he
nte about five o'clock, As this was s '
cooked meal, he could not have
come dirastly here and foraged for
food. By the tima he got to this
houae, sar hotwoeon five-thirty and
slx, the anow was coming down in
earnast, but the fall was still so thin
that hin tracks ware completely cor
orad over Iater.

"It would oot have besn safe for
hlm to come aponer,” Lalerty sald.
“Remembar, thore wores palntors
worklpg on the third floor rooms
untll four o'clock and the Whit-
mores dld not lock up and go to
thelr rooms over the garage untll
five

"We don't know how he got In*
Harpor resumed, “but there are mo
marks of forclble eniry anywhore
and there were nelther keya nor bur-
glar tools found in his possession. In
Iact, so llttle wans found on his pers
son that I've come to the conalusion
his pockets were looted or else he s
woarlng mome obs else's clothing”

“That's an Ideal If he put on &
facial disguine to lopk llka Dutresne,
parhaps ha put on ons of Dutresne's
anite.”

“Bxactly, Thers muat be more
traces of him In this house than we
have found. For inatance, It Is al
maoat cortaln that he ahaved himsalt
ufter he got here”

Laftorty whistled. "One up on me
there, Stove. That one got past me™

“It you had looked closely at hix
face, you'd have spen that ho wan
very freshly shaven. Hers and there
he missed & halr, which no self-re
spocting barber would bare done™
(Copyright, 103, by Walter C, Broweh)

THe murdared stranger's eiothan
temorraw, tall tales,

HELENA, Monb, May 25—(AP)—
Willlam Lefore, 23; formerly of Pree-
water, Ore, must spond ning years
In Montana state priscn for a robbery
which netted him not more than 87,
Lefore pleaded gullty to a garage rob.
bery I which he got 840, of which

A0 was mecovered when he was ar-
roated,

—_— ——

A Maltese oat In the home of Mhers
it O, M. Barnes of Hickory, N. Q.
adopted & brood of mice and ralked
them, 1

WRIGLEY’S

““The Standard
of Quality

GRANTHORE CON
OREGON BRIDGES

'ORTLAND, May 28 ——An ad-
ditional 8500000 for the Oregon cosst
highway bridge system, representing
the difference hotween material prices
& year ago, and the ourrent higher
prices, will be mnde available by the
federnl government to the Oregon

REBEKARS NANIE
NEW' PRESIDENT

TILLAMOOK, Ore, Mar 28, — /1
—Mrs. CGrace Cbristiansen of Port-
land was elected president of the
Oregon Rebekah Assembly here Wed-
nesday at the joint meeting of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and tha women's organization.

After serving for 3 yesrs consecus
tively as secretary of the RebeXah
nssembly, Mrs. Ora L. Cosper of Dal.
lug resigoed in favor of Dora Bexton
of The Dalles,

Nearly 1000 delegates are hers for
the two eonventions. Orand lodge
anid post grand degrees were confers
red on mbout 400 persons yesterday,
and the Hebeknh amembly granted
obout the same number of degress,

——

Profits fromn workshops in the Vir-
ginla penitentlary at Richmond to-
taled 83,603 for a.aix-month period
and the entire amotint was spent for
the henefit of prisoners,

lilghway commission, ng to
O, €, Hockley, PWA engineer for Ores
gon,

This will bring the amount avall-
able for constructlon of tha five
bridges to 5,800,000, The #8500,000
may bhe avallable by SBaturday, it was
aald, It is badiy needed If the state
s to take ndvantage of the low bid,
Alroady tentatively mccepted, on the
Coos Bay bridge.

SEEK NEWNAME
FOR LOCAL BEER

A 810 priss iy being offered by the
Bouthern Oregon  Brawing cCOmpAny
for the beat suggestion of n new nama
for the beer. Tha baverage ls to be
known aa Pllsener no longer, and the
fompany is anxious for any {deas to
be ment to the company,

The contest cloass at 8 p, m, May
31, and entries must be Into the
Bouthern Oregon Bre 7ing enmpany by
that time, Those sent by mall must
not be postmarked Inter than May 31,

Each contestant will be restricted to
the suggestion of five names,

A AAWIHAWT MY
£ QUICK GETAWAY

5-25

WONDERING WHAT PEOPLE ARE GRINNING AT, 3

WHEN, 10 MEET A SUDDEN CRISIS AT JUNIORS

BIRTWDAY PARTY, YU HAVE DASPED DOWN
T0 “THE CORNER DRUG STORE FOR.
ANOTHER QUART OF ICE CREAM

(Uopyright, 1034, by The Ball Syndicats, 1ne)
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—‘Shooting” Under Difficulty!

To &ET 1N YouR
OWN WAY THERE
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THE NEBBS—Who's Who?

i MISTAH BEN,YO' |5 DE BOSS
L A i SEeH ¥O 15 ENTITLED
10 KNOW DE ORIGINATION O' MAH
CREEPS AN' SHAKES —THEY DONE
CONTAGIONIZEC AE FLIST N DE
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By Edwin Algen

MR
BRICANT? | DE POSS
wn-éo's J

BE SU'PRISED—UMPH
MOMENT, MISTAH BEN, MAH NERVES

BEEN CARRYIN' ON LIKE TWO NESTS O’
HORNETS ARGUEFYIN' OVER WHICH BLNCH

DE LANDLORDS AN WHICH DE TENHN‘TBII‘

ROM

- EFN WE ALL COME HOME GAFE AN’ )
SOLND FROM DIS \U;AFE HE al-tt%_?w NE

194, e g S inean

By Bol Hesd

EVERYTHING [/

DID YOU SEE THE
BOY GOT FOR BUILDING UP YOUR
BUSINESS T, HIS PHOTOGRAPH AN’
BUT THEY DonNT
MENTION YOoUuR KNAME

WRITE-UFP OBIE'S

i PapRe LBl

N
]

NOL STRUCK Ol WHEN YOU &OT
THAT KID TO COME DOWN HERE _WOU
ALKED AROUND HERE FOR A LOT OFYEARS
TELLING EVERYRBODY WHAT A BIG FELLER
YOU WAS BUT YOU NEVER DD nOTHIN'

TO PROVE 1T AND THEN THE KID COUMES

=310

THE KID'S A caooD
SOLDIER — HE'S JUST
CARRY NG OUT MY

|

IS ALL DUE TO ™Y
DEAS 7

NOUR IDEAS [ \F THEY
ARE, YOU HMUST HAavE
ATHICK HEAD IE T

ORDERS. THIS SUCCESY/ TOOK ALL THAT TIME
TO WORK THROWEH.

BRINGING UP FATHER

By George McManus

NAMED A HORSE
AFTER ME AND
HE WAS
TODAY, SO 1 BET

MR CHURCHILL DOWNS

O START

I HEAR
OM i

° Ittkuq Tetre Spnfice, o, Oort Belstin vighen imenond

HELLO, JIOGS, 1T JUST
CAME IN FROM THE
TRACK = v WORIK
LK QU THERE

WELL,
TELL MB
COMETHIN'-

MTINGES P THAT HORSE

WASNT N THE RACE-
HE HALLS THE
SPRINKLING
WAGOMN
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