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MOCKING HOUSE

BY WALTER C. BROWN

drauvigiar Apparentiy the po-
Hewman ond the stranger found
dotd in Plerre Dufreane’s break-
faal room have ahol edach olher,
ana 1!1»-1"!!{ W the atrgnoor {a As
wwho hos been wriling threafening

fters o Dufresns. Hul strange
atrands af auapiclon atlach ta most
# thd peraona (n the house, and

i-rma:\rf Harper cannot believe in
the obwlons molution. He and Lafe
feriy bogin sorting out tAs atrands.

Chapter 17
TRACKS IN SNOW

ERGEANT HARPER spread out

& bisnk plece of paper and drow
& basty, but recognizabls, plan of
the ground floor of the Dufrasne
manslon, with the adjacent grounds,
All windows and doors were deslg.
nated. “Now, beforo wa look at thoss
reports, let's get this matler of the
footprinta In the anow firmly in our
Hends. I've made & complate clreult
of the honss. I'll mark In the tracks
aa | toll you about them, then you
can go out yourssl! and cheok over
my work bafors the sun gots busy
and destroya them,

“Firat, here ls the back of the
houso, Thore are two doors, both glv:
Ing onlo a porch. There are two sate
of beavily-marked tracks, leading
from the wide door of the garage
bulldiog to tho back door of this
bonsa,

“They were made by Mr. and Mra,
Whitmors, coming over In response
to Andrawas' call, There are no other
foolprints at the back of the house
and, naturally, thore are none in
the snow to olther tha right or the
left alde of ths houss,

“Becondly, thers 18 a confuslon of
tracks from the pavement to the
front door, There Ls one ast, filled (o
and aimost coversd by the later
anow. Mixed In with thess are two
sots of fresher tracks, partly filled
In. The frst sot ia the origioal trall
toft by Hamlll, the second lot ware
made by Connally and Hilleary as
thoy followed.

“Then thers Is a sscond group,
fortunataly to one slda of the others,
They wore made by Clymer, Smith,
Doyls and mysalf, the second group
to arrive on the scene. After that I
bad Connally shove! m path and ev.
#ry one entering or leaving has had
to uss the path.

“Furthermore, It was Copnally
who actually graced Hamlll's foot-
ateps from the callbox and he
swears that when he and Hilleary
arrived hore there was ons, and only
one, set of prints leading up to the
door,

“i'hls glves us an accountlog for
_wvary alogle peraon who entered thia
houso bafore the path was clearsd,
except the unidentied man. He
niusl bave come In bafore the snow
statted, or balore It was deep
enough to retaln the Impresslon of
a footprint.

“Wo koow the anow ataried tall
Ing about hilll-past three yesterday
Aftarnoon, but It dido't really begla
soowlng beavily untll an hoor or 8o
later, It 1a almoat cortaln that this
man was In this houss befors balf.
past fva. Otharwiae shapeless, but
noticeabls, ridges wounld bave been
loft in the snow. OMcer Hamill munt
have bean killed as soon as he en:
terad this room. Miller puts the hour
of hin doath ms botween soven and
oine.

"Ax you sen; that loaves the most
Important queations unsnssersd.
When and why did the murderod
man break 1ot What draw Hamlll's
attention to this house? We bhava
the record of all who entsred this
botise last ulght betwoon, say, half-
past five and balf-past Len, always
sxcepting ow mysterious dead man.
As !ar a8 | can aee (t's ap upaseail:
able record and it dossn't turnlah
much ground for the suaplelonthat
all ln not as It ssems on the aurs
face.™

"Do you feol sure that thess marka
In the mnow weron't tampersd
with? waked Lafferty. “Onn you rely
on tham entirely 1™

“l can sos po room for doubt”
Harper repiled. “You cannot walk
through snow of any depth without
leaving tracos, Try It, and see for
yoursell, The snow can go on for
hours afler a track has bssn made
-and it will still be visible. That orlg
inal; unbroken surface of a fall of
snow eannot be duplleated.”

ML]OLD ¢n u minute,” Lafferty |0
terjealed, “couldn't some one
tread In proviously made tracks and
got out that way ™
Harper shook his head. *One look
at Hamlll's marks will convinee you
that that wasn't dooe. | know that
trigk has been uand, but ' swear It
dldn’t happeén th thia Instance, l've
looked at thosa marka vary care
fully and they are abaolutaly bona
fide, Nol even a cat walked across
thone grounds inat night”
Lafforly thought It over. *Well, wa
want over avary hole and corner of

wight and there wos
00 wus su Didlng, walting for a
chance to sueak out. So, If no one
left the house after the shooting.
and no one wac in the house when
wo avarched It, thera's an and of the
matter”

Harper amiind doggedly, *No,
that’s pot the end of the matter, I
already have hiots of certaln things
that require explaloing. Wa're going
to alt down In this room &nd recon-
struct this affalr, movement by
movament. [f |t really was ap un.
foresven and aimiess business, than
every singlo bit of evidence we have
gAthered wil. AL into place—Ie It
does not, thon somethiog hiks been
tampeored with!™ .

“Hut who could have tampered
with 1t? This room has been onder
guard every minute aince Hilleary
first looked (o and saw the bodles™

“Exactly. But what about the Ip-
terval betwsen the shooling and
Hilleary's arrival?” the dotective
asked, drily.

“Cortalnly, but you've just fin,
Ished provlsg Lo me (bai no one
could havs laft here after the shoot-
Ing without leaving tracks o the
snow and | know that no ons was
hidden In the hooss, What are you
driving at1"

“Simply this—the vlaible evidence
tonds to show that thess two men
ware absolutaly alone (o this housa
and that they killed ench other, Bat
It the evidanca leada un to Impossl-
billtles, then the ovidence must be
wrong."

Lafterty gave bis suparidr a know-
Ing look. “Then you have got aome-
thing op your aleave,” he accuaed.

“No, | haven't, except an Instine.
tive fenling thal wo're golong to run
Into some mighty queer thinga.
Now, lot's have & look at Jackson's
surprise pnckage. Porhaps wa'll get
soma help trom 1"

HAF.PER bognn to open the sealed
envelopes marked with his
name. "While | get theas sorted and
arranged.” he suggested, “supposs
you atep natside and check over my
gark on the foatprints, Thers was
only one mark anywhere lo the snow
that | econldn't necount for."

The detective put down a littls X
on his aketeh, “There It |8, & curved
gaah In the anow about twenty feet
trom the slde of the house, Just the
one solltaty mark and not.more than
an Ineh below the top surface, It's
the sort of mark that wonld be mads
by & bent twlg, oxcept that thers in
nothlng burled thers In the anow.
It Is mhout elght or ten inches long,
| ean’t wes any slgnifieance, but
you'd batior take a look and ses If
you can explain It. Wa may as wall
be thorough."

Lafferty took the sketeh drawn by
Harper and left, while tha Intler
aprond out on the table all the ma
terial that had come up from Hoad:
quarters. Hut, before he had =&
chance to dalve Into this, there was
& dlscreet tapping at the door and
Andrews' grave faco appeared In re

to auter.

“Thero Is a Mr. Howard Doyle to
fae you, sir,” tha butler announced,
“but the oMeor won't et him in un-
less you say so."

“That's nll vight, Androwa, lat him

‘eoma In."

Tho butler gavo his stift, Jorky nod
and withdrew, ant shortly nafter
ward the Dally Leédger's crime re-
porter entersd. “How are tricks,
Borgeant? he anked In his uaual
hreozy way. "For a mlhute I thought
| wan persona non grata around
hera.” :

“Pull aver a chalr, Doylo, I'va hoen
wantlng to bave & few words with
you and 1 may as well get tham off
my chest right now."

The roporter brought a chalr aver
to the table, and sat down, unbutton.
iug hla overcoat- “Listen, Harper,
befors you start talking, Anawer me
one question, DId you sny anything
uboul what 141d last night? Juat an-
swer yos or no, and no hard tealings
oither way."”

“1 did not.”

"How about Captaln Mackilnt

Harper shook his head. “I'm In
tull charge of this c¢ase, Darle.
Macklln wouldn't do anything llke
that without econsnlting me Arst.
The chances are he dossn't even
know about (L.

Doyle It & elgaretts and took sev-
oral puffa lu sllence, hia eyes fxed
on & eorner of he calling. “"Get this,
Harpor, I've beon pulled off the cane,
What doea that sound llke to you 1™

"It sounds to me as If Dufresne
has had something to Way to your
front oMee,” Harper raplied prompt-
Iy, "and after toat bonehead play of
youra I'm nol surprised.”

“Bonohead play. you eall 1r”
Doyle grinned [mplshly. “Llsten,
Harpor, you'll be pienty glad | made
It batore [ leave here.”

(Copyright, 133}, by Walter O, Brown)

Doyla contributas soms Impors

tant intermation. tomorraw.
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Famed Log House Remodeled,
RIPON, Wia—(UPF)=The “Long

House,” bullt D1 Yyeara mgo aa

of an i in

Muge Sproce Teee Felled.
ABERDEEN, Wash—~(UP}--One of

Ity 1iv- | near here measiired 19 feet, d Inches

Ing, hnrboen completely remodeled b the butt and sealed 47826 board
by OWA workmen mnd will holise aix | feet of lumber, enough to bulld many

local tamilles,

nirplanes,

wmal.:v'g‘

| Chateat naa been arranged far the

sponse to the delective's Invitation |

JACKSON COUNTY
DAY FEATURE AT
NEW CAVES LODGE:

Jackaon - County
Caven Chateau will he obseryed with |
a dinnes-danee, Baturday, May twen-
by eixth, according to word recelved
from Ceorge SBabin, manager of Oroe
gon Caves resort,

Through the Jhckson County Cham-
her of Commerce, It ia plinned to
form a earavan, which will leave Med-
ford Baturday evening, Journey to the
Caven, and partleipate in the ¢om-
pitte opening program. )

A dinner-dance in the dining rooms
of the boautifiil new Oregon Cares

ovent, and special rates have beon
announced so thit vialtors might atay
overnight and take breakfant Bunday
morning, before returning to Medford,
Theso ratea ara on fllo nt the Jack-
son County: Chamber of Commerce.

Oregan Caves Ohateau, one of the
beality Apota of the antire Pacifie
coant wna comploted leas than a month
ngo and WA been used for opening
partles by the Crants Pras Cavemen,
and a group of prominent Portiand
hotel men, So many peopls have an
interest in the new renort that the
muopsgement declded to conduct o
serles of opening days, Jackson Coun-
ty belng asalancd the week-end of
May twonty-aixth,

Definite time for departire of tha
caravan from Medford will be an-
nounced liter In the Wweek.

— 4 -
Phone 582, Wo'll haul away your
refuse. Oity Sanltary Bervice.

BUILDING TRADES HAS
MANY N JOBLESS LINE

WWASHINGTON, Msy 21.—(AP)—
More than a million of thoss on fed-
oral rellel rolls are one-time work-|

ers In the bullding trocdes. !

Harry L. Hopkins, the federa] lt-ll

Edison, son of the inventor, to the)

support of the housing procnm1
recommentded by Presigent Rocsevelt,

Polsed and self assured, the secre-
tary of Iabor called the proposal “one
of the most easential features of the
recovery program.* }

et 1 e
Collects Fee After 20 Year.

NEBRASKA CITY, HNeb—(UP)—
Time whita for no man, but Jehn C.
Miller, clerk of the district court
here, tock his time In collecting a
witness fee for which he served 20

I 1ef ndministrator, so told the Mnate vears azo, He recalved the customary
Day at Orggon | bAnking commitiee today in raliying ' req recently.
{with Secretary Perkina, nnd Clmrlen|

———
Por Garden F.owiig Tel 913-J.

GIVE IT A WHIRL

You MEAN
WHY WITH

|
_ GET&WAY%E REMINDS §

ME OF
GAS

UNSURPASSED!

ETRAETHYL-

LINE

THE PASSER-BY

Gilats

A LITLE FIDGETY
THE SCRUTINY

5-21

15 PLAYING HAPPILY °
WrH MUD

. (""\ v,
\\
: = - -~ 2= S=— S =
CONTINVES 10 STARE, GEf5 A LITTLE BORED FEELS THAT MAYBE HE  LARGE LADY FLEES HAST
LADY BEBINNING T0 681 Wi HER QUESTONS A-  HASNT BEEN FRIENDLY ILY. 60ES BACK ToHIS

= <58 = S e S ——
LARGE LADY PASSIXG BY  L0OK6 1ARGE LADY LADY ASKS WHAT IS RIS
AoKS IN SIRUPY VOICE 15 OVER NAME, LITTLE BOY P

HE HAVING A DEAR JoLy
TIME WITH KIS LITLE
MUD PIES

UNDER  BOUT HOW OLD HE I5
ND WHERE HE LIVES.

RETURNS 10 MUD PIES

ENDUGH AND THRUSTS MUD  PIES REFLECAING THRT
PIE KT HER AS 600D WILL GROWN-UPS AT VERY
OFFERING QUEER

{Copyright, 1034, by Tha Bell Byndicste, Inc.)

S'MATTER FOP—

By 0. M. Payne

g TP, i
DoONT i
SET US A
AIRPLANE.
To T2 I DE.

!G-—n.s

o v

Tanes Sovewinbr—

ELSE TOESIDES /A m
: $ AR ’/6;@?
/
7\ ,
AL T 22 B

To START
FLYIN &

an' You
FurMIsH TH

;

E; CouLDNT

A LET Some
onE To TURNIS
THA MoNES

THe
Yourbs OME.
JusT SAVE_
ME. AN

E

TAILSPIN TOMMY—An Emergency Flood Light Needed!

vervonve | | was mugr
ONNECTED
ITH THE
PICTURE,
VION I CH T
BPATROL "
SEEMS TO BE
NEAR HANGAR
THIRTEEN
TENIGH T AND
YO aWE Acnbur
WHO TURNED
OUT THE LIBHTS
OR SLUVEGED
7/,0R WHO
GROXNE (WTD
MANGAR A 3--
MEANWHILE -
/878

CUR FIELD
SLUGGED

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER-—Firat Instruetions

FICEETS, WHOEVER T

CUT BEFORE TIM WAS

—

—

HAVE PLANNED TH SHERI

HIS MOVEMENTS CAREFULLY: <5
THE. AN FEED LINE OF

LIGHTS WERE

WeALL =

FF-d

TO DIRECT Hit)---
SIGNAL Hit Fror

THERE'S SOMETHING MORE IMPORTANT
BROWNIE (S DUE HERE RIGHT NOLO,
3 | WOITH A LOAD OF PASSENGERS-THERE'S
A LOW CEILING AND No RADIO BEAM

WELL HAVE TO %%‘//'/,”. ~

THIS BARREL OF FUEL OIL
WILL DO THE TRICKk— WE'LL
IGNITE |T AT THE EAST SIDE
OF THE AIRFPORT-HE CAN'T
FAIL TO SEE |T--
e . e

WELL, DAVE, IT WON'T
BE LONG NOW- WE
QUGHT “TO REACH
ANCHOR ISLAND BY
OMORROW NIGHT—

GLA

S -

THE NEBBS—«nmn‘s Boy

THATS RIGHT, BEN, |
AND 1M MIGHTY

IN SOME TIME
BEADING THAT
BOOK OF DIVING
INQTRL!CT'.OH‘S;

STILL FEEL
THAT YOL
D YOL'VE PUT | [WANT TO GO

\H

COWMN LINDER
EN WE
GET THERE?

e

Wy YOU BET 1 DO/ 1'VE
BEEN COUNTING ON
THAT EVER SINCE
WE STARTED —SAY,
WON'T OLD LUKE BE

| SHOCKED WHEN
A\ HE HEARS iT7

O'BRIEN SO TH
BLUE, BUT HE S

HASN'T YET

BEN, YOU'VE TOLD ME ENOULGH ABOLUT LUKE

BOTHERED ABOUT THINGS YOU MIGHT
MEET UNDER. WATER, DOESM'T HE ? HE
GOTI1EN OVER SEEING MR.

RHA / USIN'ME NAME IN VAIN,
H7? ALLRIGHT, ME LADS, I'LL A
ORGIVE YOL-BUT BEN, WHILE [ LUKE, |/
DAVE 1S POLISHIN LUP THEM

LIKE AWORD WITH
0D IN PRIVATE-

AT 1 KNOW HE'S TRUE
URE DOES GET HOTAND

A JEPPARD'S PICTURE OF
HAT s ———

L

HELLO, 1 WaAS
JusT plrvik' uP

dup 08, b7 The Ball Byndiets,
_:“n Mk Bag U & Pas Difige

WHAT 1S i TT

ALWANS BEEN A

PArt | the Isrgest apeuce trees out recently | BRINGING UP FATHER

1 WAS UP TO THE CITY TRYIN' TO TAKE
THE HI-FALUTING IDEAS QUTTA MY
DAUGHTER MINKNIES MIND BUT YOU
CANT DO NOTHIN' WITH MER . SHE'S
SULKER BVER
SINCE SHE WAS Borw .t

1 ARGUED WIiTH HER BACK AND FORTW

TO COME AND UVE WITH YoU BULT SHE

WOULDMNT AnD THAT AN'T THE WORST, SHE'S

WRITIN' HER MOTHER TELLIN' HER THAT SHE'S

WORKINTG TDO HARD _ MOTHER USED T THINK

CMMORK WAS FUR UMTIL SHE GOT MINKIES LETTERS
ANID NOW SHE SAYS IFE SHE MILKS THE COWS,

1 GOTTA GET SOME- ;

By George McManus

i, 20

TO SEE

1 TOLD you 1
DONT WANT »OU

TO BOTHER ME
1 DONT WANT
You f

BUT MISSE ék
JIGGSH - YOU
NEV bl
HANE ANY 1
TIME FOR ;

1

'Ll GO AND
CALL OM HER
FATHER

ICALLED TO TELL YOU THAT
YOUR DALIGHTER WAS VERY
RUDE. SHE KEEPS TELL-
NG ME SHE CANT SEE ME

rd

HER FATHER-I
CANT SEE you
EITHER /

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS P
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