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Chapter 17
NEW RIFT
HE meal over, dishes back in tha
kitelian, Norman found sn old
pearlet dressing gown, dug io Ils
pockets. for pips and pouch, then
fAlling and lighting tha plpe sank
into the divan.

Judith, at a gasturad Invitation,
eurled into the clrcle of hin froo
arm, wile eyes on the flamaes shoot-
ing up through the onk logs, Out-
slde, twilight was moviog In, & eold
spring wind In (ts wake, The leaf.
less arms of the nearest tree rubbed
trotfully againat the houss, the fire
crackled—"Happr!" inquired Nor-
man, contentedly.

“Perfoctiy.”

“Wish this conld go on forever
hes mused; “no mora outside Influ-
ence, Sounds archalc, maybe, but I
belleve there's a primitive need in
every man for a homo of his own;
y'know, the kind of a noed that
forces him to go out and make good
o business Hke——"

“Like the cavomasn In the forest
made good with his billy club?™ [n-
guired Judith.

*“Judy, you're laughing at ma.”

*No I'm not. I'm just thinking
bow nice it s to ba your particular
woman, to say nothing of living in
puch & cave."

“I like this cave too,” he sald,
boyishly poeseseive.

Sha knew he had had but little
home llfe; as Clis had gald, “Plenty
of houne and nobody in It."

He seltled back agaln, and then
Into thelr pepceful moment came
the whirr of the teleplione, Judith,
not ing to listen, 1dn't help
bearing & tew words and was ready
for momsthing unpleasant by the
time he returned.

“Jnde—" under the Lrave scariet
eont hls shoulders were ssgging.
*1 targot to tell you, Lampers has
ealled a meoting of stockholders
and the board of directors for the
company, tomorrow at three. He
wants yon there!' A

Bhe modded. 8he rempmbered
dimly that Poppy Nevllle was gly.
ing » vne o'clook luncteon and sha
had promised to help, Wonld she
Huve Lime Lo clinpga? She shouldn't
g0 to such o meotlng in n rufod allk
ault and Dolly Vardan hat,

“Judith," Norman [oterrupted
hor thoughts, “1'd promised mysslt
1 wounldn't discuse this Bovioy mat-
ter with you, but you're my wife and
| can't let you go Lo that meeting
unprapared. 1 want you to lknow
what other people know.

"Judy.glrl, 1 wonder {f you real
Ized that Big Tom had bean losing
bis mind durlog the |ast tew munths
be His life; in fact that he bhad &
serioun braln afiction at the time
he draw up that now will?"

DITH jumped from the encir
cling haven of her hushand's
Arm.

“Norman," aho erled,

“There, Judy, don'l take 1t like
Ihat. It was hoond to he a shook to
you, I know, Hut I thought it was
battor for mae to tell you than some-
pne olan.”

"Norman" she repentad, this
Hme brokenly.

*Yaon dear, It probably cama from
sort of a belated sunwtroke. You
remember how we suffered on that
trip® Why, healthy as I am, thare
wore times when [ nearly went
under. It seoms Blg Tom atood up
while he waa actunlly on the joh,
but the moment he got back home
wheara he could relax, the whola
thing eama down on him ke & ton
of briek.”

“What do you mpan?"

“It you'll remamber, Judy, ha had
A allght alroke the da) after hia re-
torn. From then on he bogan to
Erow queer, Evarybhody In the logal
dopartment noticed . . . what's the
mattor

Judith stood hefore him, ayes nar
rowad, hody rigld with smotion,

“8o that's what they're saying!”
#bn hegan in the low volee Norman
%ad vome tp recognize ns one of
anger “the . ., the cads, Listen, Nor-
man Dale, yoi go to Lampere and
tell him he's the loweat kind of a
llar thers |a; the kind who will try
to doatroy the reputation of a man
who ean't dofond himaelt™

“Judlth, will y¥ou lMeten to rea-
sani"

“After what you've just sald, Nor
man, it was avidenca of mora than
sanity ., . It was shoear genlus, Only
a man faclog death could have had
the foresight to do what Blg Tom
Bevins did that night.

“l suppoma that you, = twanty.
tour-year-old—"

“Ma'teel oalls ma an ofice girl,*
supplied Judith bittorly.

“Loava Mna'tesl ou' of this”
gnappad Norman.

“Try to leave her out, Isughed
Judith. “You were saylng, that a
twenty-four-year-old office glri ‘prea-
sumes, Is the next word lso't IE7"

“Alright . . . presumes to know
mora than brilllant, tried and
proven engineers and lawyers."

“Thal's what you really beliavae,”
she sald with sudden conviction,
than, “Norman, do you sss what
this 1 dolog to us?*

“It needn't,” be replied. arose and
walked to the door, “as long as Lige
Is taking the weel off, {nstend of
the day I'll have to go down and
look at that furoace.”

Judith walked slowly upstalrs,
undresasd mechanleally and elid
loto bed. Bhe felt exhausted. The
quick exhiiaration of anger had
burned out, leaving her numb,

Down to ths west the full moon
began fits ascent blocked by the
oak tree bafora the window. Slowly
it enned Into view, seemingly climb-
Ing from llmb to llmb,

ORMAN would eoms up, they
wonld talk it over and regret
thelr flarry of temper, He would
come up befors the moon reached
the lmb with the gueer hump, But
It nattened ita sllver surface agalnst
the fillgres of topmont houghs and
salled on {nto the eclear blue, with
no mound from helow.

Judith was aslesp when Norman,
halr rumpled, ayas blinklng aven in
the soft glow ot tle bed lnmp, &ld
appeaar. Bhe dido't ses him stand
and stare down at her, a baffled,
troubled look on his face. Even had
ahe seen the look, ahe conldn't have
koown how much llkke & child she
appeared to the man.

In deferénce to har now dignity
as a matron she had lot her halr
grow and it lny spread In becoming
disorder on her plllow, Her eyes
wars (ear stalned.

Heor body, fuller now and health.
fly pink, due to Deiphy's untiriog
enrs, lay clad In malze yollow pala-
mas, one foot and one arm hanglng
ovar the edge of the bed, Oarefully
Norman moved them back, pulled
the covers high, then went to tha
chalr belors the window.

They spoke quietly at broakfast,
the apprebensive Delphy and Lige
hoverlng around llke two solleltous
binak birdas.

“Shall T call at Neville's for you?
Norman asked as ho was leaving.

“No,* Judith answered, “as long
as you belong to the firm relalned
by the Bovins women, It would be
loas smbarrasaing for you If | coma
ns Blg Tom's stanographor, rather
than your wite,”

“Just as you say.” He kissed her
and loft, and Judith felt an unrea:

|country, will make posaible speedy

jump from virtually any point in the

travel to Orsgon’s Diamond Jublles
celobration st Medford June 3 to D,
It was pointed out today by local of-
flelnls of United Alr Lines,

As United's fleot of threo-mile-a-

minuts Boeing transports now oper- |
ate, it la only one bisiness day f.-nrn|
points as distant as New York tol
Medfond.
Alr travel time examples, as furnished :
by Unilted, follow: From New York, |
twenty-foyr and a half hourns; Chlea- |
go, alghtaen houra; Portland, cne and |
a half hours; Séatils, three hours; |
San Franciscn, throe houtn; Los .m-|
geles, five hours, and Ban Diego, eight;
houra,

Conalderabls coast travel to the|
Jubiles celobration is expecied to re- |
aylt becauss of the speody schodules
operated between Washingten, Oregon
and Oalifornis. Two dally round trips
are flown by United Alr Lines with
travelera able to fly the entire length
of the coast without loss of busihess
hours.
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DENVER, March 30— —Struck
by lightning today while ha was at
work, Edward Clark, 27 15¢lty high-
way department employe, waa killed
almoat inatantly.
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Hrownwood, Texas, has a natural
Eas well In an unwanted spot—under
ona corner of it Memorial hail.

{n the Lorain plant, effective April 1,| Fifty-thres blood tests were neces.

imry to find the correct type of blood

'\’OUNGB‘IﬂW, Q. a.im:h 30.-~"for m recent tranafusion.
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READY TO DRINE THAT 4
TUNL WAGCN OF YOURS
INTO “THE BAM.
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IT WAS PRETTY EMBRRRASSING FOR FRED
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By O. M. Payne
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soning desira to weep he
hadn't Inalsted upon standing by
her through the coming aordoal,

Judith was atterwarda to wonder
how sha managed to live through
Poppy's lunchoon, Her beruMed
frock ot dark bluish green, and pert,
small hat, won the hearty approval
of Poppy's gueats,

"Look as though you'd beon clip
ped from the top of & eandy box"
ones guast remarked,

Bhe thought of this later, for ahe
hadn’t bad time to rush home and
change and wan forced to atlend
the board mooting In her party
froek, and thers was nmall comtart
In the amariness of her ensemble
a3 she saw univeraal dlsapproval In
the faces of the men gathered thare.

Even ths courage Inapired by
Judge Morgan, who accompanied
her, wns dimmed by the sight of
Mathile Bevins in deep mourning
At ons end of this tabla fanked by
Morton Lampers on ono slda and
by her husaband, Norman Dale.

Prellminarion over, & mooting of
the stockholdors was called and
Lampere, thelr elocied chalrman
Arose.

“Mrs. Dale,"” he began, “prior to
your ecoming, the board of directora
held n clossd moeatlng, They cama
to & concluslon about a vary vital
mintter and wish to lay It before yon
for & declislon, are you roady to
hoar 17"

(Coppriokt. 1031, by Jeanns Bowman)

Tomerrow: Morton Lampere ba.
@iny the attack.
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By Edwin Alges

WE'LL MAKE MY HOLSE
HERE CLR HEADGULARTERS
FOR THE PRESENT-=VLL.
GETSOME SERVANTS

N TO LOOK AFTER LIS,
AMD KEER THINGS
TIDY=-WE'VE GOT LOTS8

OF WoRKTO DO Y

EXPEDITION,
MRAIEFPARD = cAP Y

NOTHIN' DoIN' T BEM H |

HERE FOULND YOL. MR,

FEATHERS I HiG
\=51

Y LUKE'S RIGHT. BEN--T THINRK

YOLRE QUWTVOTED =~ THERE

ARE TWO OF LIS AGAINST YOL

SO YOWLL HAVE TO BE THE

LEADER --AS 800 A8 1T

GETS DARK 'L SHOW YOoLu

WHAT THE OLD YUCATArN
LOOKS LIKE -~

5 WE GOT SOME
MOVING PICTURES

By Sol Hess °.

HELLO, HOTEL HILTMORE . 1 WANT T

SAFETY SECURITY €O. - VLL CALL FOR
MO AT &30 FOR DINNER AND 1

HAVE MOKETS FOR  JoE o
LAURIES SHOW .

S

SPEAM TD RUDOLPH MEBB IN PAQLOS & __ Yl b
OH, HELLO, NEBR, THIS 15 BOISE, OF THE |

= AWAITING.

ALL RIGHT . TLL B
READY, BOISE _. 63O
YU saiD.. VLl B8
READY — YLL

AE‘TE‘R.THE SHOW '
s&Y VeSS BUT
MILDLY, LikE YOou

f WELL, MOTHER | TD DINMER AND
SHOW AND THIS BARY DOES TRIMGS
[RIGHT SO \WRAP YOURSELF UP
ROBES AND GET
HMOUTH FIYED FOR A FINE MEAL=
-AMD IE HE ASKS US TO GO OUT

[ GORGEOLS ROBEST
ALL WE GOT 1S THAT ONE
EVENIMNG GOWK! axD VWE
HAD IT S0 LONG THAT |VE
HAD TO DENY MYSELF OF
STARCHY FOODS TD KEEP
INTIMATE WITH

1T.
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night and about & quarter mils up-
4 ARE TAKEN FRGM HIVEH {atream from whers tha fathet’s body
COUNCIL, T;n-hn‘ M-;tch 80— (= | WS recaverdd. All were killed in the | BRINQING UP FATHER

same automoblle acaldent
. The body of two.year-old Joan Hesler | oy rentevs' car nurtled off the| [B)

ar Now Meéadows, ldsho, was found | nigheay north -of here and rolled
{n the Welser river near whers the' down a 180.fool giade (nto the plream,
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BY QoLLY! THERES WELL HOW ARENYOU? || S Ay
QLD HOPSON MALTZ:
I RAVEN'T SEEN HIM
FER TEN YEARS: NOW
THAT GUY WOULD

RATHER ARGUE TrHaAan

P
STILL BRAGGIN-
| HAVENT SEEN Sar-EN | AWERT) EH? | SURPFOSE
You SINCE You } TO SEE viim YoOu STiILL
FAD THAT. FIGHT | INTHE THINKE Yo
SATH DUGARN AM ™ HOSPITAL Win FICHT 2
HE GAVE YOU A AFTERWARDS -

BLACK EYE-

OH! I'™M NoT 0w 7 |' )
THE MAN | ? } \ f | You |
USED TO BE-| * K
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