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stratchod | the wtiffness from his
limba, He adjusted his clothing as
best he could in the darknesa, and
tightened his bell. He was very
hungry. *

He stepped Into the open and fol:
Jowad fn the tracks of the party that
bad passod the ruln during the af-
ternoon, As he apronchod the cly
the trees thinned and gave him
geanty cover.

Ahead, ho saw a light, a dull glow,
that he guessed from {ts haeight to
bo a fro of some kind atop the hig
pyramid. ‘This was confirmed as he
approachod the huge mass, He
wondared at the lack of edifices on
this slde.

Doubtfully he gauged the helght
of the moon, spocilating If the two
hours light remaining waore lkely
to be mors of m help than n hine
drance. He was grateful for the
dim (llumination & tew minutes lnter
when he stappad Into the shadow of
the pyramid,

Ha satopped, rigld with astoniah
ment. ‘Thore, ahead of him, almost
at hin teet was the white disk of the
moon! It took a few seconds for an
explanation of this serle phenom-
enon to penotrate his mind. It was
tho moon, reflected In m pool of wa.
tor. An his gaze adjusted Itaell to
the gottect foous, he mado ont the
dim bulk of the pyramid reflacted
below the lopsided shield that was
the moon,

It wan a cehote! One of thowe
huge cavernous openings that
abound throughout the Yueatan
peninsuln, whers tha roof of rock,
mgos ago, had fallen into & atural
sublerranenn reservolr,

Grahim dropped to his hands and
kneos and crawled to the edge. The
brink was sharp and the sidoes al
mout perpendionlar, It made a sort
of Inke sunk scores of foat below
the surface of the surrounding ter
raln,  The cenole wan a rough oval,
& huodred yards long, with a
breadth-span of about two-thirda
that distance,

The pyramid abutted agalnst the
farthor end, looming like & grim
Illl:ll.llml of past ages.

B stopped away from Lhe edgo

and progrosssd with  Inbulte
eautlon to the base of the atructura.
Tha moon wan somewhal hehind
him, shinlng Jpon the masssd stone,
He saw to his surprise that the
prramid had been constructod so
thai this side reared itself In a
smooth perpsudicnlar line {rom the
1ip of the canois.

It would be a torrible Zall, thought
the American, from the Lrupcated
top of the prramld.  An object
huried from that helght would hare
an unjaterrupled plungs to the sur
face of the waler,

He rounded the corner away from
the pool, and guiding Mmeell with
ous hend toaohing the masonry, ap-
proached the ganter of the alinrply
sloping eide  He was In doep shad:
oW, AL the renlar the bawnktone
nlaps Segan.

Ha atimbed a iiile way, and rest
o4, fimealog for mounds of hnman
Weingn  He progressed slowly bot
assered himsell thal no one wan
about, At the top he peered over
the edge.

He turned to the left, and pro-
esaded toward the end. On each
elde were doorways, evidently the
entrances to the rooms that liged
thin pyramid-house. |

Heo paused. Dark lumps lay be-
fora two of the doorways. He heard
the sound of human belngs broath-
Ing evealy. The red light from the
eonteal urn threw stabbing flashea
sbout’ tha walls and he csught
glimpses of reflected light upon the
matallle equipmont of tha sleeping
gunrda,

He retroated softly,- and stole
down the corrldor to the opposite
end. Thers wera no guards bafore
the dooorway.

Ho nodded his head and com-
prossod bis llps. Ho retorooed (oto
the laft corridor and approached the
ond antll he stood aver the sleapers.
He reached under his arm, His au.
tomatle gleamed dully In the Atful
lights

Bllently, ke a ecat compressing
Itself tor & spring, he bent over, His
loft hand closed accurately upon m
thront. A whispor died with the
presaure of his finger muscles; he
brought the barrel of the gun down
upon the spot over tha enr.

Grahnme made an unintelligible
sound (o hin throat and reached for
the other's nock. Thera was &
whintling of the guard's breath as
he esanyed n shout and he writhed
within the sudden grasp. HIis back
bowed and he pounded at the Amer-
lean's faco with his fst.

Grahamae threw bis log forward
and prossed the man's arm to his
alde.  Aguin he chopped down the
barrel of his plstol, and the Ngure
aollapsed to the stone.

Ho' paused, holding bis broath, |
Thore was no sound but the sput- |
taring of the central wrn.

A glance at his wateh told him
that |t was noarlng threo o'clock, It
wonld be getting lHghit soon and there
whas [ttle time to lose If he wore to
find Janice, and got down the psoa:
mid into his hiding pince; |

Ha was foaling faint from lack ol
food, and his Imagination wis be
ginning to play teloks with his scnsa
of smell, He would have sworn that
he amaelled food, ever aluce he had
toppod the pyramid.

He found that the doors of these
alde rooms wera castially faatened, |
—rongh wooden peogs pinloniog & |
metal lateh. The doors wers wopds
en. He lifted the pog and pushing
opon the oesrer ona he entered.
Thers waa n lamp buenlng dimly In
the room he entaroed. |

At the farther ond he made out |
A pallet ang » ngure reclining upon
IL He spproached the fgure; hin
shadow Boundad about the stone
wiills ke n hugs misslinpon phan.
tom. Ha bent over the couch: al-
mont he aacinimed aloud.

The widsopon oyes of Janlea
Kenl, thelr blus Irinsa glowing with
& dark contampt, sinred st him, He
watched them widen lh satonish.
ment. Her lipa parted, as If she
ware abhout to apank, but his palm
awiftly covered her month,

“Dun't speak” b caulioned In
the barest of whispers,

(Copprighe, 1000, By Wovberi lineaa)

Tomorrow, Janice complicates
their sscabe
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