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lay panting behind & log anil peered
through the mcreen of hanging
vines Gralame thonght he heard a
eall,—a ery coming falntly across
the awamp.

He saw a finah of white as of
clothlng from the far side of tho
muddy eausoway, Juan flung his
gup to his shoulder but Grahame
knocked the muzzle Into the alr.

“Wall,":be comu.nndod,

A man eams Ieto sight, and head-
od toward them. He lurched be-
tween the upflung branches of the
felled treos. Hin chin was sunk to
hin cheat and he dragged a rifle by
ita mitzzla with the bhutt seraplog In
the mud.

satinfied that they wore sufficlantly
screened from the company of men
which would pass within the next
tew minutes. Alread~= fis could hear
tholr vague shufMing trall noises,

It was late mfternoon. Grahame
blasned the luck that had given
tham this emergency when shadaws
wers deep. Any tell-tnle sign they
may mve lalt b d good chunces of
being over-lookan In that d iva
haze of provdusk.

scroon of brush and tress; then they
ware abrerst of hilm. Almost he hald
bis breath On the other slde of the |
wounded man, Juan tny. Sltulloully
tho boy kept his eyes fastened upon
iy moving feop that padded the
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The map came clese, It was ap
parent  Geahnme that be wis stig:
goring, whather purposoly as Juan
bad suggestod, o1 from soma hurk

The man crosnod the cnuseway;
be was now within yarda of the two
men hidden by the trail'saide. He
plodded wearily up to firmer grovnd,

Then without warning. his knoes
buckled, He was so near that the
Bidden two bheard bl breath whistle
in hin throat. The stranger fell for
ward on his tace.

RAHAME |eapod to his side and

half rolled him over. Mud and
blood smearsd the face, but the man
was white. Sweut trickled through
the atubble of several days’ growth
of beard.

The eyelids twliched and two
bl ayes glared Into Grahame's
Tho stranger strugglod to sponk.

“Take It easy, old man' caw
tloned Grahame,

“I'm dons for,” whispersd Lho [#)-
low. "I know IL ‘] can't hreathe any
more.”

With the help of tha boy Grahame
tted the Inert white man and car
tiad him awzy from the trall, He
commanded Junn to bulld & fire and
Bheat water, He drow his sheath
knife and swiftly out at the torn
and stained clothing of the stranger

Onea ho whistied softly baneath
his breath, Ths man was badly
wotnded; Grahnma woodared at the
vitality that kept him alive

Thore was a bullet hole In tha
man's abdomen at the right side,
not far above the llne of the hip
bote. The hack was & maes of torn
fNeah whers the bullar had passsd
through. Grabamae eompressed his

Mosquitoes and goats whined at
the awent on Grabnme's face, He
achod to brush thom away=tao grind
his palma againat the akin that
twitched In proteat againkt the pln.
Ishment It was taking.

The column of fAgures that passed
thom seomed to be without end. He
saw patchies of waite drifting by—
the ammunition casea upon the
backs of mon. Once the line balted.
His hande tightened aver the stock
of his rifle. There was n faint call
trom ahea! and the fragments of
whita moved agaln.

Then suddenly the last Ngure
passed. Sl Grahame and tho hoy
lay Immablle. All sound For
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minutes the American remalned
without movement. then slowly ha
began to draw one leg forward, pro-
paring to rise. He felt Juan's hand
grip hin ankle. Again he relaxoed.

Ho honrd bis wrist watch ticking
a yard from his ear. Then came &
poft mound from the trall—the
breathing of men. It sounded an
closn as If ho wore locked in a clossd
room with severa! sloopers. He saw
nothing although his ayes nched
from  the Intentness of his gnze.
Thon a ahadow drifted by belweon
him and ths trall's edge. and van.
Ishad,

It seeried hours later whon some-
where aff to tha left sounded the
oall of & bruah turkey. A small anlk
mal darted into the tangle ahoad of
him, meving tos swiftly te be iden-
tifled. Agpaln the turkey called,
nenrer this time, Juan arowse,
Winge fAuttered In the branches
ahout as If his movament had dis
turhed them,

“IL fn all right now,” sald the boy,
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for the fellow, Probably’ the lung
wan olekad *0o0, mince he had com
plainod of his inabillity to broathe.
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bis pack. He spread his bypodormio

pany pasand, | knew then that oth-
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