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Chapter 49 l
THE Kis8
UHY know something was roublk
ing A-K decply. Ho had been
noticlog it evor aince the old officer
arrived six hours ago.

“SWhat is it A-K?" he naked.

Marlin turned to him with a reso
1ute alr. “1 might as well get it over
with, [ suppoxe. She, [ mesn Rosalle,
told mo to break you the nows. |
shounld have, befora mow, but It's n
dlamoal duiy.”

Ina fash Curt guessad the trouble.
Rosalle bad landed a more sultable
candidate thno himumelf! He won
dered sardonically whether the gen-
tlemen was the Edmonton banker or
the Seattls ship ownoer.

“l belleve | know whal you're
golng to tell me, A-K." For Marlin's
sake hs hld his shear delight over
the unoxpected good nowe. “Hosalle
eamae to the concloaion that ahe and
1 just weren't sulted for ench nther,
and go she—"

“You're belng generous” Marlin
{nterrupted, more aharply than he
had over spoken of Roaslle. "The
conclonion she came Lo was that she
wautod to marpy money; and she
wont alfter It and—well, ahe got It,
got & whole ateamahbip lne!" He
mide a woary gosture and stood up,
*Well, you know now. ! don't think
it's mltogathor n surprise to you.
Nor,” he added polutedly, “very
much of a disappointmont.”

“No, It lso't” Curt adwmitted oy
ently. "'l was intending to have a
frank talk with her when I was in
the city a month ago, but she wasn't
thore. Rosalle and | can be & lot het.
tor friends as things stand than
we'd bave Larried.”

“Yun, you'ro right. She's got one
fdea of what lifa's all about and
you've gol a different Idea, and the
two would've been ofl and water.”

Whan thay went out to old John's
eamp, the company bad already
gathored, On the packing nox Sonya
sat talking with Mra. Hodkine and
Paul and a girl The ‘Indiaosy and
prospeciors were thers, and the
young trapper had brought his two
woll cuba, still fozey and playful but
now grown too blg for his pockel

Qoo porton of that formoer ove
ning wan missing, thoughi and Curt
folt the loss keenly, As his glance
oooaslonally met Bonya's ncrosa the
fira, ho knew that whe ton was think.
fng of Ralph Nichols and & lonsly
fobistlck up the Lilluar.

Like some wlld creature hrought
in' trom the mountdins, Tenn-Og
Hunk back at the gfge of tho fre
glow, trying to underatand all those
nirange tongues and strange poople
of the gutarworld, After an axila of
ane hundred and twenly years, a
Klosohee had returned at lant to the
aacestral home o. hin tribe.

Curt felt a proprietary Interest In
that proud little band which had
fought bim so flercely, They waore
his clan, and he wanted to give them
A helplng hand,and some despornte.
Iy neuded counsel, Even in that {so
Iated cointry they could no longer
hold out agalnst & echanglng world.
Now that tha primitive SismKlale
was dend and Tonn-Og's half brother
was loading them, he:bellaved he
could wean them from thelr noso-
clal ways

Qurt notleed how tired Sonyu wan,
too tired to talk or evon listen Lo the
others, The long trip out of the Lil
luars, onded only yestorday, had
beon hard on hor; he himsel! atill
folt logy from It

LITTLE bofors midnight she

loaked nerons at him with an
understanding glance, sxcused hor
solt und want up toward the factor's
house,

After a decont interval he got up
and left, as Inconsploaounly as pow
alblo. In the moon shadows of the
trading pont ha found bar, walting
for him.

“Yai were wo long, dear,” ahe
whisperad, "1 thought you waren't
eoming.”™

Cart disarmed har with a klss. |
had to walt several minutes, and
then | swung ont around the [ndian
topenn so those tolke wouldn't know
I'd tollowed you.*

He lioked his aem through hees
and thoy siarted ont the path toward
the old torl

“Does AK st} think I'm an ad:
veoturess, Cart?™

“When | told him how yoit tratled
Karakhan, he wanted to sign you
up for the Moonted ™

“Oh, that'd be fun! 1 thisk I'I do
| A

“You will aor! ¥You're golog to cast

Bhe mused: “Commisslonnr,
of the Provinelal Commisy
that's an swfolly high poaltion :nr
mao to live up to, Curt 1 don'l know
whether [ can make good at it or
nok*

“Aut think of what I'll hava to live
up to, swoeet. Look"—ho teok her
hand and Iaid it apon hisown, her
slonder tapering fNngers upon his
rough enlloused ones.

“Don’t!" Sonya stopped him. She
ralsed bl hand to her Ups “This
hagd fought for me, and waa
wounded. Do vou remembor”—they
wote pussiog Curt's tent—"remem-
ber the avening when | cama by here
and Paul nald ‘Bon solr’ to me? |
didn't know you were In tho tant or
avon that you existed, Six wesks ago
—It doesn't seem possible, Curt”

A thousand yards from the post
they sat down on & lchen-covered
rock near the wave adpe. Sonya nes-
tlod ogainst him, her tired head
aguinit his shoulder.

She was motionloss and silont so
long that ho ballevod she must have
dropped off to sleep, but when hoe
glanced down ho saw that she was
looking up at him, studylng him,

"You're sorcy, aren’t you, Curt?”

“Sprry-—-tor what, dear?”

*That wo're not golng to llve In a
gountey ke this, That we're golng
hack to the cities"”

I am, o Mt ho admitted. "
ean't help belng, dear. But my place
|s down there. You helped me soee
that. And bosldos, wa'll have all thin
summer for our honeymoon in the
Lilluara; T'm belng honeat with you
Sonya=1 don't’ want to go back
down north. This waork U'm taking
an 1a s responsible position, and I'm
cgolst enoigh to belleve that even-
tuslly I'll elimb on past it.%

HE twined her fingers with his, aa

though she had boen worrylng
about his happiness and now was
roasstred by his words,

In the distance ls could die the
ruddy glow of ald John's canipfire

wnd the twinkle of fAgures passing |

baok and forth dn front of It A night
wind rustling in the wooda behind
bronght bim the purl of an overfalls
and the sad olemental song of tha
plnes.

Low In the southwostern aky red
Antares, Bonya's tryat star and the
star ha bed watchod ar  Halph's
doath, was slpnkiog out of sight in a
noteh hotween Lwo mountalns

When Le glaneed down at Spnya
ngaln, long minutes luter, ho saw
that hor eyes ware cloned, Ho did not
stir, or wake her; it waa (o0 pree
olous to have ber anleep In bis arme,
She soemod so different at heart
from what she had been on thelr
trip north—more choorful aod at
penee, With the death of Karakhan
a black lond had fallen nway from
her, She conld begin to forget that
tragody In distant fogey Viadivons:
tok, and start to lve agnin,

Ho marveled at the atrunge des
tiny which had brought her to him—
from the Volga of old Rusnin, acrom
Siberla, China, Canadn, to this north
ern wiiderness whore he and sho

lad mot, He thought of the nlght |
whoen he had seen her lookiog out |
Into tha raln, lonely and moody, with |

that tearfal trip ahoad of hor

Far away across tho lake a wolt '

Hited 1ts wWalllng erusoendo, ILs ¥olee
Indon with the lopeliness and sav
agery and beauty of tha Northland.
Heg wounld miss all that, Curt thought
norrowfully—the Argtie pralries, the
Nahannl Mountalns, the bappy free
dom whieh had besn his for a year
and-which he wonld pat behing him
Irrevoonbly that fall,

It wpamed to him that whoo he
hnd wsent hisn plane crashing Into
Karakhan's ship; It had been iike
folding up his =iogs and bldding
good-bye A Zivopture. From the
vory begloning of the Karmakhan
hunt Intangible bonds bBad beoon
Ughtoning upon him lttle by litle,
drawing him back to his destined
couran of e,

But hn did' got foel that b was
leaving the wilderners for good and
all. Thoy could come bask to It, e
and Sonyn, and live for n while 1n It

There would bo times when they
wonld need to coma back—to keep
thalr perspective and got & naw hold
on thelr atbength., What If he did
rogrot the musk-ox pralries and the
whiteowolf hilla® Onas counld not have
avarything.

Ho tolt, as o smoothod a wisp of
halr from Sonya's choak, that he had
rocelved his foll share, and more.
He had hoalth and courage, and a
poaition 'that Ehallenged all his
powers, nud the vista of atill more
ohallenging helghts toward which
hia and Bonya could ellmb together
f pright. Willinm BV

your lat with the Provincial Polles”

At the request of CGordon Burke, the secessionist movemint ln Nhhn
viee copkul In chargs of the United provine,
Y [Stnten consulnr dinttlet, & naval party Early today, two nationglist nm-

POOCHOW, Ll u..
—~United Bistes =sallom I!u ded here lon puard in the quarter.

ceame pahore from the American gun- | ines were sain by a leaderiess rnhri- Jamalpir rallway
15 —IAP) | boat Tales apd immedistely went band Purther disorders r!ru-lnp«‘l CALCUTTA. Jan 15 —[AP)—AS e additionnal
|among opposing Chinese factions, Jouu 21 persons were Lilled  and ties were not determined.

| Brown, the British manager of the/and many bullfings were

rillwny work shop, and the wife of | dnmaged Including the high sourt
the Indian district medicn]l offieer |and electrie corporation  bulldings.
|wers killed In ths eollupse of the|two churches, the Imperial bank and

slightly

station, I'the gonecdl postotiice.
The quake started here st 245 p,
m. local time (34% a. m, B B T)

number of casuals
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TENY MAW MiHAT
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TRoLlk IT ove®
BANY TPART o8
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- 5 CALLED WO MEET  SHAKES BANDS Wi
AND ENTERTAIN THE M

j WIMPLE BOY WHO HAS

COME OVER WITH Hi5
MOTHER

THeE oy HAas ﬁ

TBEEN TCoLLINA
“r-“.aua. OF My %
a.easwx-rq-

T p

|| astER A vnuss,wms— THRUSTS LEG BEHIND
PERS THAT HE CAN LILK  WIMPLE BoY'S AND
iy s HIM, WIMPLE BOY RE-  GIVES HIM A SHOVE
" PYING BY RICKING

HI& SHIN

TAILSPIN TOMMY~The Fireman Strikes Back!

L
AFTER MrN'uTE OR W0 SHYS WELL, WHAT DOES
OF SIENCE OFFERS TO HE WANT T0 DO ?
LET MIM FEEL HIS MUSCLE, WIMPLE BOY ASKS
WMPLE BOY 15 NOT WHAT 15 THERE TO D0 ?
IMPRESSED

WSTLE OVER LIVING= AND 50 HAVING GONE

ROOM FLOOR AMID THROUGH THE FORMALL-

CRIES OF BOYS! TIES , 60 UP T0 PLAY
BOVS! TROM THE  THE BEST OF mmﬁs
MOTHER
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ACANST 700
DESPERATE,
ARMED CROOKS

T 50U BAPECT IM A MICK JOINT ~1LL
PREMIERE OF
THE SCREEN
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STARRED AMND
IS UNQUESTIONED)
SUCCESS, THERE
15 WO LIVING
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THE NEBBS—The ldol

THIS |3 A DUMB BILL BUT WHAT cAn

TELL THE COO TO GO DOWN TO THE

BOTTOM WITH HER SPOOKN AMD omc,/
VP SOME BEANS AND LLL TAKE I
SOME OF 114;.\1" .sM.‘Ju.ED F‘Oiar-f

B TAKE A BOWL OF THAT BEAM SOLP AUD

ORTWO, ™M R

SCHMIDT? IT'S
A LY

IMPORTANT

ATHER BREATHLESSLY, BEMN

ASKED THE KINDLY OLD GERW\F\N
BORRDER IN HER HOME - EHE LOOKED
AT THE BOY IN AMATZEMENT ! DK

VY NO, BERN, HE 1S NOT LIFING
HERE-~BUT ALLTHE TIME HE
COMES TO WISIT TWO SHENTLE-

P

[ (Ooprright, 1993, by
Tha Bell Brndicate, ;:: ]

By SOL HESb

15 OUT THERE AMD HE WANTS SOME OFTEN .
BEAM SOUP AMD SHMORED PoRK anD

\'HE WAKNTS ME TO CONVEY THE IDEA

g*’mm,'. [ THE GREAT MOVIE ACTOR,

STOC=
TO THE COoOK THAT THERE'S NO -l'..".:

THE MATTER _LUTH HIS DIGESTIVE ==
= ORG&GAMND y e
\ i o ] '
"'I
. u

ILL GIVE HIM PLEMTY IF HE EATS HERE
~IT'S TOO0 BAD LEN., A FELLER G&ETS SO

NOBODY 1S FITTEN TO ASSOCIATE WITH HIM , /
LE MISHT BE A GREAT ACTOR, BUT YOU CANM }

TLL ®ILL HIMM AWITH LARGE PORTIONS)

Ord HISSELF THAT HE THINKS

WHAT iE ORDERS HES STILL A
LABORER

Opers Sloger Salls
NEW YORK, Jan. 18 —(AP)--An
injunetion reqguiring her 1o work for
only one manmger during the two

weeks, startiig January 30 Tallea to |

sop Mary McocCormic, the  opern
alnger, from salling (oday for Laone
den,

*o_— —
Heating coats cau be reduced. o |
compinte heating sarvice <all \1|Hn.nhm. rucking Co Pamp sod
CNg ose We give 8 & H stamps

Schmidll, ¢#18-1003

THE END,
Btork Show Opens
DENVER, Jan, 18, — (AP)-——The
‘world's  prealesl ahow! o far aa
Colorado and  miueh of the weat in

copcerned, got off 1o a8 s

Atart at Lodays atines periormat

of the Anniual  Motlitinl  Western |
| Btock  Bhow

- - -_—
For PUEL OIL delvery. Phone 103

Iar

'LE Ll S =iy '»m " >
LiFE S {DEAL

J

v I

S MET SHUT UP-

BREATHE?T
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BR]NG[NG UP FATHER By George McManus
:wu.-"t' WP DOMT TALRK BACK PLL SHOMW WO A 1 l
PUT On YOUIR HAT COUin T \w IO .
n‘\a Crvﬂ' WE ARE ¢ ("\‘\H:.‘ HOME MEAND '3.,-.'[“ r [ =
O THE ';-m‘. TS - SOMETHING - ARE 1917 ALL BE ACE FUL M SORRNY- THEY _‘QFE‘,
TOO BAD TOU CAN T I LISTENING RUGHT I ) TS HERE NOT AT HOME MRS, |,
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