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SYNOPEIE: Curt Tenmnfyson re-
puleca the friendly advasces  of
Eonya, whow ke hos befrievded in
the Cunadian wildermess  becanas
e Ewowa that the pir] in planning
to desort s pariy and to foin Tgor
Karnkhon, the sullivnaira orook
whom Curt @ trocking dows., Curd
and hls partaer Paul kuow that as
anon a‘ Honyy Ieaves with LeNolr,
Karakhan's eonloet man, LeNoir
il send tha remoracleas Klorohee
Indiane fo destroy them.

Chapter 35
DEPARTURE

Ct il stood up and gave Sonya
lils hand to rise. As hls glaoce
mot hora ha sncwy tears In hoer eyen,
saw hor lips trombling, “All rlght,
Curt," sho sald quletiy, with a hu-
mility that ahamed him, Bhe
glancod down at the ground, started
1o say somathing more, chucked her-
golf and turnegd awny to her tent

He thruat the clips Into his pocket
and walked up Lo the 1tt!e stone fort
which he and Patl bad rolled to
gother. Paul was carefully Inspect-
{og It and plugging chinks so that
no arrows coold alft through. Thoey
did not eonunt on having to use the
delonsn: but thelr altustion was
delleate, LANoIr was & erafly fellow,
and (¢ wos wise (o guard against the
unidreacen.

At the upper tip of the lsland
Ralph was sitting at the water adge
occantonally drawlng In a fiab on the
band-Uoe ba was holdlog. He looked
lonely and disconsolnte. Qurt won.
dered whether Sonya had really told
bim the trath about her trip. Ralph
was an onsalfish sonl, but to bring
the girl ho loved Into that country
snd help her foln anolther man
seemed a bit too sell-offaclng even
for him. Probobly sha had spun
ulm some lle.

Az ho brought Paul an extra rock
he was startlod by the low guavering
sall of un owl nix hundred yards out
apon tha Wke. He dropped the
tock, stood llstening. LeNolr? It
touldn't be; the red. siar was
nearly two hours hlgh., But then
the cdll eame agalo, no noarer but
louder; and he distinctly caught the
falnotto quallty of it

“Helll It in LeNolr, Paull He's
toma enrly for hor."

Paul nodded, “Yos, It's hio, Slam.
Kiale and ho must want to get the
whole busloeas over with tonight!”
~ They eroched down behind -the
tackn and walted. Curl's eyos were
ipon the tent, where Sonya would
tama otit. He had nov imaginod that
her golng would be nn ordeal, he had
svan thought he wonld take a sav.
age pleasurs In belng free of nher
tor good; bot now when she actually
wan leaving, It nepmed Imposnible
to let her go,

\WVlhen she atepped outside the tent
and looked around cautlonsly to ses
where Pail and he wore, ho fone ap,
ovarwhelmed by the Impuise to ko
fown there and keop har trom leny
Ing. Paul choeked bim, took a port
of the burden of doclalon upan him
wlf

“Don't, partnor! You'd be sorry
Let hor loave. Bla'll be In no dan:
ger. Romember, we are following
hor and onn see that she gats wafaly
out.”

Bonyn hirtled on down the land,
In the owl dusk her alender form
grew faloter and faloter il Curt
no longer saw her. A eanos grated
on the pea:gravel ax sha tugged at
tha eraft to get it afloat, A dack blar
moved away from sbore. Curt cov
ered hin faco with bin handa to ahot
oot the slght of It. When he looked
up agnin, the blur waa gone,

AUL tonched hls arm, moments
Allerward.

“Wa'd better be somawhere else
In an hour from now. Thia Island
In golog to have yisitors”

Cort  pulled  himaelf  togethor
“Yen, we'd batter go.” ha said jerk
ily. “We'll take what wa noed of
our oottt and got away to one of
thoss other Inlands, and then spilt
up! *

“Frangols and Jocku haven't come
back™

Curt turned toward the earibon
Island, barely visible In the doep
dumle 1t Just then oceiirred to him
that he bad not heard the guldes
Mool Thelr sllence was strange;
thoy had boen gone long qnough to
make two atch tripn

He hurried to the lower end,
Inanchod the remalning canoe and
darted down lake. A few rode off
shore he colled In & gunrdad yoloe:

“Jocku! You and Frangols get nut
of thore. Come allve] We baven’t
any time to waste.™

No answer eame back, His volee
sont tha little hand of cariboy tear
Ing through the swamp bireh to the
other alde of the 1sland, but nolther

|
tonea: mnd that Jocku bad acted
guearly whon he came to maks his
request. Now he saw through the
wholo ritse. The!r trips after a carf
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bou had been a schema to secure
a canoe and got away. Thosa two
had desorted!

He whirled the canos around and
stnrted back to camp, awearing at
the evil luck that dogged every step
ha took. The treachery of those na-
tivos was littin ghort of disaster. He
had counted heavlly on them to take
Ralph back south; and now they had
snoaked away, the palr of cowards,
and Nlchols was loft on his hands,
It ho and Paul wers encumbered
with Ralph on thelr swift shadowy |
trip, they would not stand a ghost |
of a chance,

Bofore be had gone very far he
heard u rifle shot down stream, He
stopped short, llstened. A mile
south, down whara the river nare
rowed to a botfla neck, a furry of
shots sounded, The dull thud of the
gunn was unmistakahle—tha heavy
batir Winchestors of Jocku and
Frangols, Those two guldes were
In trouhle; they'd run Into an am-
bualk! |

One of the Winchestors suddanly
stopped. The other shot four times
more, Then, iotly (n the taat sl-
lence, n long-drawn yell wafted up
river, morn a scream thas any ar
tieulate word, Ploreing, vibrant
with tercor, It sent ahivers through
Curl. It was & man's death cry,

All his anger changed to hoartfelt
pity. “Poor doviis!"‘ha safd sofily.
“They got It. The Klonohee: had a
pariy at that narrows, to cut us off
If wo tried to breank away." |
HE whipped on ashore, goaded by

the momory of that ery, Paul
hnd hoard 1t too, and knew what it
meant. Working awlfily, they made
rendy to leave. Thoy left the tents
standing, abandened most of the
supplies and all the heavier things:
took oothiog but guns, blankets and
fopd for n few days. }

“Carry this stolf to the canoce,”
Qurt directed. “I'll go got Ralph”

triod to figure how ko might salvage
somathing out of the wréckage of
his plans. Perbaps they conld take
Ralph several milen up wome tribu:
tary river where tha Klosohaes ware
not likely to come, and secrete him
In soma enve, with food and camp
necessitios, to be pleked up later
when thoy had fin.nhad with Karak-

han. It was posaible. .

“Ralph! Coma nalong with me.
Wa're pltehiing nway from this place
on' the Jump,”

Ralph got up qulokly.
what's the matior?”

"I tell you later, Let's get fnto
the eanoe and put distance betwoeen
na.t

"Where's SBonya " Ralph queried,
windipg up his flsh 1ino.

"Why,

“Don't nsk quontiona now, mamn,
for Lord's saka! And laet that line
ko, Como on, wo're leaving hero—"

He bll the sontence off. Out upon
tha Inke to the west a “morganser”
called, From north and aouth eame
anawars, Curt stared in the direction
of that firat enll. Kor a moment he
save nothing, Then his eyes pleked
ap five blurred mottles, oul at the
limit of vinlon, He peered sharply
at them, Canoes; Flve Klosohoe
ennoen!

He spun around with Ralph and

might moke a ronning battle of i
and lone thomsslves In a maze of
roody inleta halt n mile cnst.

AL the lower thp of the laland hin
partnetr's guo clpped the night s
lonce with a sharp cran-ck, When
hoe renched Paul, the latter was
kneeling down and elipping n fresh
magazing Into Wis smoklog rifle.

"Lonk!"™ Panl grabbed his arm
"Slx of them! Comlng In at us!

Curl looksd whare he polnted
Thres hundred yards offahore hall
a dozen ainlster shadows wera loom-
Ing onl of the duak. Paal's volley had
ehecked thelr haadlong dash, they
had mealterad to mnke the target
Barder; hut they were coming
straight on, alming for that lowe
tip

could get out upon the lake, they i

“Lard—they've got wal™ Curi

gasnel, Refore they could poasibly
got thelr canoo [aunched and out of
tho shallowa, ibose daneing shadows
woull ba upan them. By a margie
of minutes, the proclons minuter
lant 12 hunting for Jockn and Fran
qola, tyey hnd falled to gol Away.
A fo siray arrowe, already awlsh
ing Into the sand around them, em
phanizsd the polnt.

“Lol's got back to our rocks,”™ he

ordered, “Nothing to do now bul

| shoot 1t out™

They turtied and ran for the ahel

Frangols nor Jocky anawored, ™

The explanntion dawied on him
with & efnsh. He remembored, ton I
Iato, that the guidos had sat off hy |
thamnelven all dny, Iniking (n 1n

{Copgright 1933, Willlam B, Mowvery)
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THE NEW DOLL

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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