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SURPRISE FOR CURT

AD no trouble with Nichols;

didn't have to go farther than
the telophone book to place him.™
continied Baldwin, *Hae's llved here
in Vanvouver most of his life, I And.
MeGll graduate, staff enptaln over
peas, got a V.G, at Vimy. For the last
ton yeara lio's boon with a elty con-
struction company. Thelr head archl-
tect now, Bachelor quarters at the
Fraslor Cluby Nothing out of the or-
dinary about him that 1 eould dig
up, and I've beon digging some.”

“What about the other person?™

“I'va gol you & bang-up lead to
work on. Just talked to a coupls of
Nichols' friends who've ' met ber
soveral times. Her name's Volkov,
Bonya Volkav, Lives in Vietorin,
tonches fo u private school, and's
socretary for the Emlgré Bocloty of
Cenado. That's all 1 was able to flud
pub but I've loeatod a party here who
knows her very well, and 1 think he
ean glve you a lot of detallagabout
her. Shall 1 zip around for you in the
staft oar?, . . Good, I'll ba there in
twonty minutes*

Volkov, SBonys Valkav—Curt re-
poited the strango name to himselt
ms he went back to the poreb. At
Jepst be know ho. name now, and
with!n an honr he was golng to find
out something about her life, her
background. After that she could
pever quite vaninh from him,

Ha rejolnod Marlin outdide. While
they walted, A-K remarked casnally:

*“DMd you know that Laydon, the
head of the Provinclal Pollce, la go-
Ing to be relleved this coming fall?™

“ls that wo? Who's taking his
place?

“You.”

Curt's clgarette dropped trom his
fngers. "1

“If you want It I've been dolng
somo quiet lnvestigating and | know
the lay of the lanu A’dozen political
hangers-on are after tha job, but the
Promler doesn't want that kind, He
phoned me yestorday and nalied
when you conld come to see him for
8 peraonnl conference, I can toll you
poaitively that If you want the job
I've got enough support lned tp to
awlng it tor you,

“No—" he waved Curl’s Interrup
ttoy aslde—"don't thank me. I'm
not doing this because you mnd [
bappen to bo frlends but hecaoan 1
conaliler you the bhest avallably man
for that Job."

Curt wanted nothing to do with
the offer, ine ns it wan He saw [Lan
another attempt of duty to keap him
from returning to the far North;
anothor of the Invisibile bondy that
Wora belog thrown around hime But
atill he dld not rofuse It outright,
then and there

Baldwin camp, and they startoed
down town. Parking In a section of
dingy stores, Baldwin took him up s
creaky stalrway and knocked at an
apartment

A young man, a stocky hagel-oyed
forelgner, oponed the door. saw
tham, and bowed politely.

“Meester Baldween? My fader he
aapect you and yonr frennd, Koum In,
plie”

He led them Into & amall sitting
room and stepped out to get his
father,

URT glanced aboiit the room,
Everything In It hreathed of
imperial Russla—the lkon of Holy
Mary, a sword above a bookease, a
cheap ithograph of Nicholas I, a
Kremlin anow acens, a samovar on
the table, It was typloally the dwell
ing of an émigre, living Ih poverty
Mfutllely hoplog that somo day the
old order would be resurrectod from
Ats grave and they could rotorn to
homeland, estates, ease,

An ald man eame In the reom, fol-
Towed by the son. His hitlr waa white,
hin thin face ravaged with furrows,
Curt Judged him ¢loss to alghly. He
waa matounded. Iater to lparn that
the man wns only fiftysoven.

Daldwin introdaced: “Feolor Ple
khanov, | want you toknow my com:
rade, Mr, Ralston. He I8 the one of
whom 1 spoke.”

The old Russian bowed graciounly
and made thom wolsomn Curt pitied
hlm. His hand was bony, he looked
so tired and desvniring, and his eyes
seamed to hold somae gredt fear In
thelr dopthe—memories, probahly,
of that horcor teall out of Biberia

ecountry, Otr object is altogether
friondly; we'se morely making ree-
orda of their pirsonnel and activities, |
Mina Volkov Is mecrétary of your so-
elety, nnd I'd llke to find out & few
faots shout her, My frlend tells me
that you know her guite well"

“Yes, | know Princess Bonya for
twoelve years, and hor father before
that”

“Princess Sonya—1"

“Her father Is Prioce Stephn Vol
lkow,"

Curt eaught his breath sharply.
“Prigee?” he managed. A courlesy
titlo 1"

Plokhanov smiled, & bit conde
deandingly. “You know vary little
nbout Mussian heraldry, friend. The
Volkova are nn old Kiev nobility, ons
of the oldest In the Empire” He
told his son, “Bring our gussts the
pletura that Frince Stephn gave ua.”

Curt whistled beneath his breath.
Sonyn's futher a yrince! Ha had sus
pected she was well-born, But he had
nover imagined that har blood was
quite so blue, and she hersell had
not once hinted that she was of noble
birth.

"You montioned her fathor—doss
he live hare In Canada?"

“At Vietorln And hor brother
Carl”

“What do they do?”

'‘When Prinfe Stephn first came
over, he accepted work In a lumber
yurd na a grader of timber. Like any
tommon muzhik.” Plokbanoy made
o gesture of ahama at his country-
man's lagk of pride, “He ross in his
emplogyment; ho is wome official now,
and Carl Inn Nold export for the com-
pauy. For a time Sonya was govern-
€43 In a rich tamlily at Victoria. Now
she in teaching langusgs In a pri
vate sochool”

H12 son hianded Curt a photo, a
modiom-ulzed studlo  portrait,
With a queer mixture of feell
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WUT HIMSELF

GOES INTO DEN To WRAP  OPENS DOOR 1O CALL
UP HIS CHRISTMAS PRES®  WILL SOMEBODY BRING
ENTS, MAINTRINING TRAT  HIM SOME TISSUE PAPER
OF COURSE HE DOESN'T  AND SOME RED RIBRON
NEED ANY HELP

CLOSES DOOR AND OPENS RtflRE‘.l DARTING OUT
1 AGRAIN ALMOST AT ONCE
10 ASK FOR THE SUIS50RS

PRESENTLY SHOVTING
FOR THE 10DINE,, HE'S

(Copyright, 1883, by The Bell Byndicate, Ine)
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FAMILY DROPS EVERY - ¥
TAING 1o 100K FoR THEM
UNTIL HE (ALLS NEVER-
MIND TEY'RE HERE, IN
WITH ANOTHER BUNDLE

A TEW MINOTES LATER.
EMERGES DEAIN TO AN-
NOUNCE HIS HANDHER -
CAIEFS YOR AUNT EM
ARE MISSING

BANDRGES WOUND AND  EMERSES AT LAST WITH
Calls FOR SOMEONE BUNDLES WHICH WIFE
10 COME HOLD A FINGER WILL WRAP ALL IVER
ON KNOTE WHILE HE ABAIN TO MAKE THEM
TIES THEM 00K, PRESENTABLE

Curt looked at the ploturs of Sonya's
father, At his first glance he saw
Sonya's rosomblance to him—her
stubborn determination and that
proud polsa to her head came natu-
ral=lio could sen Lhe Lealts [n every
line of her father's fave

He passed the photo te Baldwin
and listoned to what Plokhanoy was
saying.

He had first met Prloce Stephn
more than a generation ago In St
Poteraburg, Plokbanoy sald, A man
of brillinnt parts, Sonya's tather bhad
heon very cloae to the Imperial eourt
at ono tlme, but his liberal views
Nnally brought him Into clash with
ths reactionary cligues that sun
rounded the Cearinn. As a gentesl
banlshment to 8iberis, ho was made
gommissar of the Crown forosts
slong the Yanlsel

Whon the Emplre erashod, he
throw 1o with Keretsky’s Frovisloo-
nl Government, organized the vast
Irkurta roglon In southern Siberia -
and rulad It for the White Partizans.
When Kerensky In turn was over
thrown by the Lenklsts, the Reds
put a price on his head. His long
Hboral record did not save him; »
nobloman, an estate holder, & mod.
erate, he was automatieally con-
demned.

At Irkutsk, Bonya's mother and
slster and younger brother were
sulzed nnd shot, thelr-home burned,
thelr Immedinte friends killod, Hor
fathor was at Velemsk on the Lena
when he got word of the butchery,
anid by a provident meroy Sonya and
Carl ware with him at the time.
Taking bin two surviving chiidren,
ho flod Into the Lens Woods om
horsebuck, a bunted fugitive; and
begin the long herror of the escape.

"I mot the Volkovs In & woods on
Lako Balkal" Plekhanov recounted,
fils heart tull of his subject, “Sonys
was but thicteen then, and her
brother ffteen, It hiad taken Prince
Stephn all winter to bring them
aeross that four lundred miles trom
Valemak. Thoy had frozen, starved;
had heat wonunded; had fought bat-
tles to get through the eordons of
thelr enemies Onée they met a roy.
Ing party of Terroriata, aix of them,
and wipod out ail aix and took thelr
gunn, horses, food. They were all
threo wounyded badly when they
eame to Halkal and slek with mala-
rin, and pearly driven mad—not by
what they bad endured, but by what
they had sean.

"Our littla band of refugeen at
Dulkal ware batrayed by a isharman;
A company of Reds, recrulted from
tha conviet c¢olony at Chita, sur
prived ux one night and rode down
our camp, with pistols and axes
Only a fow of un managed to escape
In the dark and across a river on
oo rafia”

(Copyriaht 938, Willlam B Wowery)

He broached his purpose care

Curt hears, tomorrew, & strangs
thesry abouy Banyas,
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SAY NOTY

WELL, HE

1 DONT KNOW WHAT A
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NOURE A LUCKY WOMAN
L GRABBED YOU JUST IN

TIME TO KEEP WOU FROM| snD pMoneEY [

PROVIAG WHAT A Fool. /
A WOoMBK Can HAHE
OF HERSELF

Lucky 7 HE'S
GO'T MY BOMDS

YOU GO O HOME AMD KEEP YouRr
HMOUTH SHUT - THERE IS NO MEED OF
THE WHOLE TOWK KAOWING ABOUT THIS.
THIS STORY
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