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P " neis | woribleas Lhose lasy guldei were.
l':'ﬂ"r'ain':nh’:":':-::f:r:‘w:::”‘}“f. With Curt leading the party she
obeains o widp of the Lidlusr terri- | could feel sate, and it anybody could
nd disermines ta srolect onya gs | Kot on xood terms with the Kloso- rl S0 oF COURSE.

Beat hu can, e, ha was the man to do it DonT

"It the idea doesn’t appoal to ALLTRIGHT CHILDREN |~ / ; CoONTRADICT |
Chapter 17 yoi* he sajd, “ploass d0n't be hes!- GRoW UPToTva = ¢ ME.
OUT OF THE KOG tant about saying so. You mustn't MRIGHT e .
lot us break into any of your plana.’ \

‘WO mornings Iater, at ber camp
forly wmiles up river Sooym
awolke at daybrenk, parted the tent-
flap and looked out. Halph and the
two guldes were still rolled np 1
thelr sleeping bagn,

Through the gray smoke mist ris
ing from the colo waters of the Lik
luar, pairs of nesting teal and ducks
xipped overhead, tholr swilt wings
whistling long after the birds were
awallowed up in the mist. Overhond
in the tall pines Ilttls vireos and
flame-colored varblera,  dltting
through the branches and darting
jeut Into the alr, were already busy
with the fedgling problem,

Btepping down to the water edge,
she propped har ciirror agalnst s
atone, bathed her face and hands,
snd bralded hor halr, Back at the
eampfire, sho raked wome coals out
of the ashes, got m fire golng, snd
‘eooked bacon, trout, scones and cof-
ites. Ralph and the two guldes still

howed no slgns of waking, so she
{took a amall bucket and started up
‘s moutitaln torrent to a thicket of
eed raspberrion.
. Not long after shs reached the
chlch. she happened to glance back
at camp and was slariled to ses n
eanod nosing out of the river fog,
A canos with two men in it They
lided nahare, beachiod the craft and
walked up to her fire, with thair
rifies 1n the crook of thelr arms,
And then she recognized them as
(Curt Ralaton and lils young partoer|

They wers a weltome surpriae, out
of the fog. For soveral reasons she

“Oh, but 1t does sppeal to mal®

“You llke it, then?"

Sonya hositated. In Curt's tones
and his manner ahe could see that
he was (nterested In her. On m
langthy wildernean trip together
whers ther would be thrown into
constant Intimats awsociation, he
might coma to like hor n very groat
deal. It wouldn't be right to allow
that.

“But you'll be travellng so much
taster than wa," she objocted.

“Oh, no; wa'll be taking it lelsure-
Iy, scouting for float as we go. To
be frank, 1 don't belleve you and
Ralph are used to water-dogging on
a mountain river. T you get on to
the hang of things it mightn't be &
bad idea to have & coupls of experi-
sncad peoples along. Also, it thoss
guldes don't prave dependable, you
wouldn't be laft in thas lurch.,”

“Your offer {s magnanimous, Curt.”
She stumbled just s llttls over his
first nama, “1 don't know anybody
olse who'd have made {t. But we'd

be a poaltive nulsance.”

"Your company and Ralph's would
be & real ploasure to us both. Talk
It over with him, won't you1"

Btill wavering, Sonya looked down
Into the lorrent, where s number of
tiny tront wers darting abont In a pool |
Hice littls Anshes of aunshine, She
konew that the safe unselfish thing
was to refuse. Bt then sho thooght
that {f ahe steared thelr association
carefully she could gulde It Into &
comradely frisndahip, And she did
nasd hia help so badly. With her It
might make all the difference be-

\WHAT ATouT
THEM WikioH-
AR oW UP Te

ThE Wim MmN

7

WANDERS INTO LIVING
ROOM

e
FERMER. DIGAPPERRS (M-
o LVING ROOM AND

CIbSES DOOR . S0ES P SHE'S: BUSY WrTH
o SEE IF SISTER WL SECRETS

PLAY WHH 1na

HERSELF IN AND SAYS  FINDING MOTHER, FA-

(Gopyright, 1988 by Th Bell Syndiceds, Ine)

THER AKD AUNT SBESTLL AND MAKES 60ME UP 10,
N A WUDDAE, Whes- L HIS Dok, WD DAESNT
PERING SEN M INERESTED

By GLENN CHAFVIN
and HAL FORREST

wis nover ‘gladder to sen Deople | "V mighie o conld ttm:t"'h PRETTY To ] :ﬁ?"f NN, N U
'We might—we could try IL" she UGH 0/ it s .' VN v R < Y

than those two. But what wore they | sassnted finally, “At least wa can ; 'ﬁ% ) ? R/ _-%i E‘g'gu‘::?é; ™ i : N FUNNY How evEN ), 7
doing up the Lilluar? They hadn't [ start out together, and it It doosn't T _\) i) ) }/ SN [any siens : o ‘_}1 % NATURE SEENS TO _)
mentioned that they Intended to|work we can always split up.” i L 4 i '—é /’D\’ OF WRECKAGE 7 =2 iﬂﬂé:‘-ﬂzl_ 5&:\;\“‘“’ R >
eome north from Russlan Lake. As they went on fillng the pall /1o Z j N A 2 | lch\":TlME.s

Through & scroen of boughs she | Curt congratulated himsolf on hav- 4 ; 3 LS B 'Y ' T? o

Ing neatly solved & Lough problom. g \":5 Zo y
24

L wake falph or the guldes. Curt
pointed at ler brenkfast keeping
fwinrm In the ashes, and looked
|mround for her, evidently knowlng
sha was up, »

Sha stopped onut to the timber edge,
Curt saw hor ther and came up
along the torrent,

“You're awake oarly," he grected
with his llkabls amilo.

He waa ensval enough, as though

l:u:hld thom & minute. They did

Just meoting nome ohnance acquaint *

anco; hit Sonya saw the man's :‘;:;‘ ta;go on'lnxlde and aall Kars. T WITHOUT PUTTING
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Bow his glnnce elung to hor fage and HB report to which Karakhan =% -

Balr, She lelt sure ho had not come
upon her camp by accldent but with
some definite purpose,

“I couldn't mlesp with & morning

Ho would be golng up the Lilluar on
his own business, and at the same
tima Paol and he could look after
Sonya's satoty,

And he wounld have hor company
for & wenk, & weok of wildernom
travel with hor. At the pass, when
ahe and Ralph came face Lo face
with the Klosohes danger and real-
zod how serlous it was, they would

undoubtodly turn hack to Rusalan
Lake, That wotld free him sod

had just lstened rsake him un-
ensy. His olgarotte, forgotton,
burned to mshes at his elbow, and
hlu fingors, long and senaitive as a
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“It you'll let me give you a nand
mith that berry-pleking.”

“All right"

Ho took up her bucket, and they
'wont back along the torrent to the
‘patch,

ML dida't know Paul and you were
‘Intending to come up this way.” she
{remarked, bending down a tall briar,
. He answered hor unspokon ques

on. “We're prospecting up the

non-exlatent dunger in order to jack
his pay higher, But then the story
might bo fact,

With atty hard canoe-mllea be
hind him since dawn, LeNolr leansd
hack agalost the log wall, watching
hls ehint sharply. This man of the
steel-cold ayos and calm volce—ona
cotld naver w0 muih as guess at his
thoughta,

One only knaw that he was groat.
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