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7he- HIDDEN DOOR

BY FRANK L. PACKARD
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Chapter 31
IN THE DARK

~ AND 1 suppose,” Germalos re-

turned—and hoaltated alightly,
“that nothing eould persuade you
not to go!"

“No” s answared quistiy. “Yon
know why."

“Yes," she sald slowly. *I know
why. Well, then, go and gel on some
dry clothes, Jacques will soa the
boat has plenty of gas and have it
ready for you at the end of the
whart In halt an hour. Will that be
time snough?"

“Like the waving of a magle
wand!” Colin  declared cheerily,
“Thanks & loti"™

She was in shadow, her back to
the light that streamed out from the
ball, s eould not see her face.

“Good luck!" she sald—and put
olit her hand.

And then, bafore he eould answer,
she had turned abruptly and waa
gone,

He went down the veranda ateps
and made hin way to the hotel at the
other end of the village. Heore he
procesded to change his clothes,
There wax no sound from the next
room. It Larocque and Bolduc had
retarnad to the village, they had not
roturnsd to the lotel—nand probably
never would, He smiled dryly,

| What s flthy mess he was Ini
Ooxe, mud, slime—but it hadn't got
through Into the pockete. Lazarre’s
lotter was untouched, and the Te
volver, togother with the extra sup-
ply of cartridgen, was quite dry,

He stripped, rubbed down, got In-
to cloan clothes, tucked tha lotter,
ravolver and eartridges Into hia
pockets, added an adequate supply
of clgarottes and matches—there
would be & lonely fow honre of it
there and back—and lookad at his
waleh, Ten minutes of ten, He wax
surprised to find that It waa no Iater,
Well, a0 much the botter. All the

- longer start on Dollaire!

He glanced around the room.
Those clothes! Buot no one wonld
come Into the room tonight. And
even If the clothos wera ssen, what
then? The only staplelon that might
arise was that thelr unspeakabln
gondition waa due to an over{roo
indulgence on thelr owner's part In
—whiskey blane. A tribule and a
complimant to the national drink of
French Caonda! He laughed, blow
ot the Inmp and loft the hotel

Within his allotted ten minutes
he renched (he wharf. It wus do-
ported, smpty save for a figure that
emerged suddenly out of tha dark.
neas as it clambered up pver the
edge of & atringploce.

"Iy that yoti, m'slou? Jacques
askod in Franch,

“Yea," ho answered. “Everything
all ready, Jacgues?"

“But, yes, m'slet. The boat Iy
Rere, There in plenty of gns. And
In the locker at the atern m'sleu
will find some hot eoffes and sand-
wichan"

B“I"lr.h. Lasarre, that
alls
%

INM'INCTI\'ELY Colln turned hin
head shoreward along the whart
in the directlon of the village and
the twinkling window lights, "Gor
malne!" ho aaid softly under his
breath; and then aloud: “That Ia
most kind of madpmoinolle, WiIll
you tell her that I—that I am very
grateful to her. And now my thanks
to you and 11 ba omm!"

Colln lowered himaelf over the
atringpleca and dropped Into the
boat below.

“All right, Jacques,” he called
Back. “Cast off!"”

“All clear” Jacques answered,
"Good luck, m'slent"

The launch shot out from the
wharf, and Colin, settllng himaelt
for hls wsolitary run—about two
houys, ho figured (t, Judglug from
the tme it had taken Germaine and
himnelt to got aa far as the polnt
Yoslerday—headed for the light
houss on tha sxtremity of tha eape.

And presently he rounded the
eape, his eyes siralning ther out to
seaward, It was pitoh black, e
was nhowing no lights himsolf—and
it wana rather ohvlous that Dollaire
woild not be showing any elther!
Ha could see nothlng—no shadowy
outline of & schooner out thare, But
Dollalra would not he off the cape
for another two houra, Boldue had
sald at halt-past alght, That meant
Balfpast ten. It was only ten now,

That gave Him half af hout's start
to hegly with befors Dollaira even
sont ashore for his mon and Gnally
declded on his plans—and Dollaire's
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T0 REOPEN BAMKS

WASHINGTON,

banks

Tha' was the conditlon of the loed and thelr tolal deposits of 8-
1 st June {
Aug. M —I(AP)— | more Lanks bave reopened, some few
The treasury today continued trying ' have closed again.* But at the end Real eatsty or Insurance—ileavs It
to recrganize the natlon’s banking of June, the aditionsl 088 national !t Jones. Phone 606.

I3 was the treasurys job to put
more CORCARITALION NOW on these 80
they may be re-opened or re-OrgAns

Hines ihen, | 0IB4T000 made svallable,

OREGON JUNIORS
OFF T0 TOPEKA

|ean Leglon juniar baseball players) Legion nins Saty
from
tighting heart as large as & wal
melon—were preparing todiy for thelr | tally in
trip to Topeka, Kan, where they will |3 and capture the P
play for the western intersectional |title, In the semi
champlonship Aug. 28-27.
Champlons of Oregon, the Wood-
burn boys scored two runs In 1he s Iarge share of the credit by pitching

Woodburni—every one Wwith sland In &8 spect

won from Walla
Pole Bevans, W

POCATELLO, Idaho, Aug. 21—(AP) fnlmh inning of the northwest mutu:'me entire game

—A jubilant group of Oregon Ameri- gams sgninst the Pocatello American

catello batters,

= |bisebiall went on t
the 15th fm

8y to tie the couny
ar exhlb

Walls 8 to 2
osodburn hurlsr, took

and fanning 23 Po.

schooner, though it would, of .
have an auxilinry englue, was not st
all likely to he any mors speedy
than this launch,

With ths lighthouse behind him
now, Colin set his courde; but, err
Ilng o littie on the aside of safety,
beaded alightly in toward the coaat:
lino. Thers was the promise of &
mogn later—just whep, ho did not
know. But unless it came out be
fore ther as an aid to visibility, it
wonld be an hour at loast hefors he
conld hope to plek up the polnt

And then his face bardened, He
munt got into touch with Lasarre—
warn Luazarre. He did not koow
Lazarre, True, ha had § description
of Lazarre—but It was & description
that would fit a thousand other
dark-tomplexioped men, Could he
go up to the club and ask bluntly

for Lazarre? How would Lazarre
oxplain that to the othors?
Then, othorwise, how plck La

garre out from his fellows—unless
Lazarre went around half naked, sx.
hibiting that bullet acar on his right
shouldor? But oven granting that
he wan nble to ldantify the man,
how get to Lazarre withowt any of
the othera knowlng tt This for
Lazarre's own snke,

UT supposa he cotldn't reach La.

garre without kny of Lthe others
Jenow!ing nbout (£ Dollalre’s rald in
volved everyone al the club=—includ.
Ing Lazarro. The waroing would
have to be glven just the same. How.
then, to account for Colin's presence
at the club, and hpw ho cams lo
kinow about Dollalre? And suppose
he did get the ear of Lazarro alone?
What would Lasarre do? He would
hardly deasrt his companiona, Then
how would Lazarrs oxplala the
warning he hnd recelved?

And thon he did not know what
racket thoy wera oxploiting at Lke
club undor the Mank's guiding geni
un, bud supposs, even in the face
of & warning that made It cloar
they would be hopelesmsly ontnume
bored, they doclded to Oght it out?
What then? Lazarre posscased no
“oharmed Iif¢™ any mors than the
roat of them, And Laszarre doad—

A twister! He laughed suddenly
ot Into the night, Ho had always
claimed thut suspense wos the es-
sonca of & wtory, and that the appar.
ontly unsolvable problema plied one
upan mnother woera the ecasatice of
suspense, A dlory? A ghastly anal-
ogy! It only thla wors no mors than
—n ntory! )

Timo pansed. Tho moon cnmae out.
Thore waa the polnt. Ho swung
around |t and beaded inte the bay,
Lights, window lights, showed dimly
in tho distance, Tha elib! On the Iap
of the gods—thers wns np other
ahnwor,

Hot coffes and sandwiches! Ger
malno! He had & far greater stake
on the bonrd now than the salvaging
of his own ekin, The viata of yoara
Mtratohad out bafora him, glad yonrs,
all that o yearned for—If aho cnred.

The roar of wators came to hilm
faintly. Ho pulled himaself togather.
What was It they had sald only yos-
terday about the Cascade R* ir?
Two ohantels emptylng Into the
bay: desp water I ono hugged the
shore of tha polnt—deop onough
that It one wont up the river a bit
ona catild moor alongalds the ahore
without fénr of thae boal balng
stranded Ly the tide,

The lights on the shors grow
hrightar, Ho waa near stough to the
elub now. It wonld only ba a short
walk If he landed bere; whereas,
from the roar of tha falls that por
tendoed fast wator, tho river night
prove trloky i ho wont up any far
thar, Ho stopped the englne and
headed In for the shore, foversod—
and the none of the launch grounded
gently,

He stood up, moved toward tha
bow=-and halied in blank stupefao
tlon, Bomeona wam erawling out
from under the bit of decking there,
A shatt of moonlight fell upon the
Agure, Germaloe!

And stupofaction pussed, He was
bonlde himaolf with fonr and anxloty,
Ho sprang toward her and grasped
har by the shouldera—violontly,

“You!™ ho Wurted out almost tn-
annely, “Don't you know why | anld
you were not to coma? Don't you
undoratand? Don't yon know that |
love you—that thore Is danger
here?"

And thon in the moontight he could
goa that ber eyes were wat, though
her lipa ware amiling.

“It's Afty-Atty, lan't |9 she an
awerad, I lova you too™

(Copyriaht, 1834, Frank L, Packard)

Tamarcaw,

Colln  plunges Ints
danger,

Labor Day Rates

Vacatlon trips over the Labor Day
wesk-ond tils yoar will be placed
within reach of thousands of [er-
aonA through an offering of contea-
mils roundtrips by the Southern Pa-
cifle ecmpany, It wan made known
today.

The low fares planved as the Iat-
est of the rallroad's now famous dol-
Iar day trapaportation bargaine, will
be In effect Augusy 31 tn September
4 throvghout alx western states, me-
cording to A, 8. Rosenbaam, awtriot
Exour-
slontsts will have untll Beptember 13

frelghs and phsseriger agent,

o eamplste thelr journeys, he stated
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By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
The Ball Byndicsta, Isc.)

FEF1S HE HAS SULLEEDED UNTIL A MINUOTE LATER
JUNIOR REMPRKS HE'S SfILL THIRSTY

PULLS UP AT A WRYSIDE STORE , BUYS SOME Post-
CARDS HE DOESNIT WANT AND ASKS FOR 6LASS
OF WKTER. TINDS THEY HAVENT ANY

DRINK. OF WATER

==

DRIVES ON, JUNIOR S0BBING QUIETLY.
BT A VLLAGE DRUGSTORE, GETS HM

GEfNG A 6LASS OF WATER WHIC
ON DISCOVERY OF AN ANT IH I

DRIVES ON, STOPPING PRESENTLY AT A TRRM AND
H 15 VETOED

PE 15 THIRSTY ASAIN

SIGH OF RELIEF GEf5 UNDER WY AGAM
HOUR LATER JUNIOR REMARKS BRIEHT-
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By ULENN UHAFFIN
and HAL FOHREST
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GOSH, IM WELCOME HERE .
THE TREES, ELOWERS AND
GRASS JUST BOW TO ME AMD

CACKINAC

BID ME WELCOME AND THATS
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BRINGING UP FATHER

By George McManus
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MOTHER-DONT \WORRY ABCUT
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UP ALLRIGHT COME OUT [
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