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BERNIE'S CONQUEST

Bml hand touchod Disbop'ed
coat-aleave again.

“Now, your wile, of oourss, Is
@gulte different. I do admire her
po. You are o most fortunate man.”

He moved s little, squaring bis
shoulders with a gort of wearinesy,
“In the eourss of my lifa, which Is a
fairly loog one,” he sald thoughtful-
1y, “1 have made the Interosting dis
covery that all people appear to bo
happy and fortunate untll one knows
them well, and thon the enphoard
door spens—perhaps only & trifle—
and the skelotons peap out. No
doubt you bave noticed that*

“1 have; itideed, I have,” Bornls
murmurad. She was rathor super
stitious, ana the mention of skele:
tona made her shiver.

“I suppose nona of us ara really
ikappy!" she murmuresd.

Blshop's grave month twisted tuto
s smlile.

“You are an sxceadingly obesrv
aat woman,” he sald,

Bernls's eyellds fluttered,

*I supposa to look at mo,” mhe
sald with a pathetle note, “people
would say that I sm perfectly happy
and contented." BShe walted for o
comment, but Bishop remalnod al-
lent, and the long lashes swapt up-
wards agaln, revealing her stasry
©yos, “Butlam not. Life bas boen
& blg struggle,”

*One can hardly imngine so, wilh
ahushand so famous,” Hishop sald,

Bernile sighed. “Poor Nicholus!
It's too sad. I really do nol know
what will bocome of him. Since his
tarrible accident he seema to have
ehanged so much. 1 em afrald we
ahall nover ha able to live together
lagain”

“¥ou amage me,” Blshop sald.

“It Is quite true,” Bernie inalsted
sorrowfully. “He loft Amerfca with-

8 word to me, 1 was nearly be

de mysall.”

“Naturally.”

*You are so understanding” she

ured

There was a little sllance, then
Bishop asld, “Fortunntely divorce
is agmpmunlr oasy In your coun-

“In my country, yos, but Nicholas
it an Engllshman, and it rather com-
plicates matters.”

"Otherwise, of course, you would
sonk your fraedom,” Hishop urged
woftly.

The protty outllnes of Bernle's
mouth hardened,

"It would need a lot of consldera.
tion," she sald, “Thero are so many
complications, and I shonld hate
peopls to think that 1 had deserted

There wes & moment’'s sllsoce,
then be broka out, “Come with roe,
Georgle. IU's quite a decont job,
and it would be such fun, you and I
::gt&u. and | wagt yoy so fright

“l—tan'L”

“Why not?! TYou dont belong ta
anyons here. You never had a rasl
home. Nobody wanks you se much
as I do”

*1 don't love yow™
“You've never glven
chance to love me. Lets

rled and take the risk.”

Her sweet eyes mot bis trogbled
frankness,

“But 1 Juve someone slee-d told
you 80"

“You sald he was married.”

“Bo he is," Goorgle snld helpless
iy; sbe felt a Jittle cold sensation
rolind her heart,

Clifford smlied; sho soamed suoch
n child,

“Wall t(hen,” ha mald gently.
“What's the use of walting?"

“Something may happen” Georgle
pald

“And it it doesn't?™

8he shook her head, and hs smald
impatiently, "Are you golng to wasta
your whole 1ife hoping that ths im-
possible may bappen?”

“That's not & very kind thing teo

‘
mar

He looked away from hee,

“1 sall on Fridsy wesk; ¥ you
change your mind yon know whore
I am to be found.”

Georglo felt sudden tears in har
&y08, and soelng them he urged agsin
passlonntely, "Oh Georgle, can'l
you

"Clifford dear, T wish I could.”

And In snother moment he had
gona,

NOTHER knock at ths door—
“Ploase Miss can yon soe
Misn Taylor?™

Georglo waa gratoful fdr the dls
traction; Nally was hotter than no
bhody to talk to, and fust now ahe
dreaded being laft with her own
thoughts,

Nelly rushad In braathless and
oxcited; sbs looked happler ana
more A than Georgle had
over aoan her.

“I can’t stay «» minite,” aha sald,
“I'va got an afternoon off, for ance,
4nd I'm mesting & friend,” she glg-
gled. *I'va got a now young man,”
sho sald proudly, "Quite nice ha is
too. Of course hs may not-mean
anything, hut there’s always hope
Isn't thara?"

“I hope he does,” Ceorgle sald
tervently.

Nelly shrugged her shoulders.

“Wall, it holpa pasn the time,” she
sald na It the affalr wéra of no im-
poriance. “And I'm not expecting
too much, I've had some before,
But that !sn't what 1 came to tell
you." Bhe hesltated, then anid,
“"Miss Boyd's got & now admirer run.
ning atler her”

“Has she?” Georgle waa not par
ticnlarly Interssted.

“It's your atep-father.™
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baing o, don't you think It will be &
thousand plilea for you to femaln
tled to n man yon no longer care
for?™

“Why, do you want ma to divorce
Rim?" she asked slowly.

Blshop's wenry eyes soemad
opon & little, and thelr wsunl som:
‘broness wan 1t by a sudden fash,

“Supposing that 1n the roward
"wdhi?h 1 healtated to ask of you," ho

thres days Goorgle managed

to be almost happy; she had
Imuch eonfidence In Nlcholas Boyd,
inow ahe lknow that he cared for hor,
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sbe felt & litls shy as sha walted e = IDUESS IN SUCH A

for him to comas up to Evelyn's sit-
‘ting room.

“I thought 1 was nover golng to
& & you agaln,” she sald.

Hls eyes scanned hor face unamil
Ingly.

“I've tome o say goodbye he

aald. ltovs nomathing slss I'm golng to tall weLL.,
“Goodbya!™ Georgle's browy oyes | YO LET'S

Allated. “Why, where are you go.| \Voablsjet” /

ng “I expect ¥ou know, Nieholm SEE.

“P've had an offer to go to Bouth
America, my uncla's firm, It means
botler prospects, I go next weak™

Bhe paled & lttle,

tell youn."
“Idon't balleve you," Georgle sald
again,
“Alrlght.”
ba offended.
hollave me™
"But he's

Nolly was Inclined to
“Ask him it you don't

marrled,” Goorgls

# gasped, dud then realizad the futility

of the argumont; Nicholas also was
married.

Nolly sald, "Poobl ths married
ones are always the worst. And he
and your mother aren't too awoet on
saeh other, you take it from me.
I've heard all sorts of things since
I'va boen 1. this job. What's she
golog to Bcotland alone for 1 should
ke to know?"

“I know ha wonldn't do a thing lke
that™

Fuuny that she felt mors anzlous
to dotemd Blal op than to defend het
own mother

Nelly laughed. *M you don't
chooss to balleva me il's no use say
ing any mors; parhaps you won't he

Boyd's going away tonight."
(Copuright, 1028, Doubleday Doram)

Gegrale quarrals with har best

friend, tomorrow.
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