PXGE TWELVE

MEDFORD MATL

TRIBUNE, MEDFORD,

OREGON., THURSDAY, JUNT ¥, 1633,

The White Cockatoo

by Mignon G. Eberhart!

&)

Chapter 49
TEN MILLIONS—GONE

0U ses,” | went on, “you went

too far to make me think Lor-
pchism was the murderer. You hopad
the wounld try to escaps rather than
face the police, and your plan was
to arrive with the police and catch
me red-handed, for if Lovschlem
was ever to escape hs must do so
gthen, and you thought you'd thor
ougkly frightened him. But it didn't
work. You ase, you heard the con-
versation in the courtyard belween
Biravsky and Lovechism*

*Marianns—" The word eame
rather shrilly from the coat eollar.

“Marlanne couldn't bave told you
The conversatlon waa in English
Marisnne canool understand Eng-
Ush."

"Jim," eried Bus wildly. “It's true,
Muarinone has told what Marcel saw,
Ho saw Lorn—Lorn—in the court
yard the night Straveky was mur
dered. He told Marianoe and he
trisd to tell you., And he war—
Kllled.”

It was then that Lorn Jost his
Head. For he wheeled suddenly and
‘began to run.

Ho was out the door and was mn-
nlng blindly throogh the court with
his head down.

Well—they caught him, of course.

HEN tho detectivea arrived from

Paris the next mornlhg they
ronde short work of the whole tlssue
wof borribly interwoven threadn.

Lorn was the last man | should
Bave expscted to confess, but eon:
fosn ha did, It wan late tho noxt day
‘betors we had the whole story, The
wind was stlll blowing, and ths
Jounges where Sus and Mrs, Byog
and 1'sat was cold, Mrs. Byng was
knitting turfously, and Puce!l perch-
od on tho tablo beslde us and took
the livellest Interest In the conyer-
satlon.

“So™ sald Mrs. Byng, “ihs Lov-
moblems wore actually in the busi:
maas after all. The Lovechlems and
It.ho dead Stravaky and this young
fellow who protended to be your
\brother, my doar, and this Ellse
‘person who's been weudering, about
iliks & lost moul ali day. Quite a
eonspiracy ™

“It arose vory almply,” 1 pald,
'r't.. hlam las fossed to con-
‘apiracy, L gather that when your
mother, Sue, told them of the money
iwalting for you it was irrealstible.
Tha rest was simple.*

“But how in the world,” sald Bus
waorriedly, "eonld they hops to con.
vince a lawyer that Ellse was—Sus
Tally? The lawyer would be partic-
ularly susplclous, owlag to Francis's
murder.”

"Why not?! She would have the
token. However, the Lovachisma
dld not know that tie prisat was
Frapels. They suspocied ms of
bolng your brothor at first; that Is
why Madame tried to kesp ms out
of jall"

*I'va got to know," hoomed Mra.
iByug, "how Lorn sscaped from the
wlovator atier he had killed Marcel"”

“He soys he almply walked
'through the corridor while | was
atruggling with the police, dodged
into A vacant room to avold your
coming and the others, There was
Ioas chance in walking down the
winding astalrway, abeltorod by

88 a8 It Is, and crosslng the court

thes lobby door aftor Marcel was
(klllad, for everyone was In ths
|lounges. Thers was no ons to sos.
|Yen, chance favored him that time.
\But he preferred killing stealthily,
By polson.”

“And when he killed the prisat—

I¥rancls, Tallyr"
! “He returned agaln nnobaorved
By way of the windlog stalrway,
and later, when It was over, loft the
same way.

“But why dld Lorn rescus you
twice It his alm was eventually to
make you the vletim1"

“He wana't roady for a vietim
yol. And hs wanted Sue's con.
‘Adence, And he know that the police
stlll would suspsct me. 1 was In
\danger trom him from the moment
Ihe knaw that 1 knew of the broken
aeal, And he had a protty plan to
eatch ma redhanded, Hut Lovachiom
dido't try to escaps, And 1 didn't
ahoot. And [Puce! found Bue's
token—"

“Io thot hussy's balel™ Mrs, brog
was knitting with dangerons aban.
don. “And you know—*

“I knew Madame Grethe had pat
something In her halr when she
eams from Lorn's room, Poeo!
'pulled It out, and it wan Sue's halt
(o tha token. [ knaw {t must be Sue's
half, for she herself had her broth.
ar's hall, And It bad come from
Lora's room.”

“Then Lora was acting entirely
alona?™

“Entirely. It was a simple matter
of greod. Thers wan that extirs.

Hons. Why ahouldn't he have them?
Do you remember, Bue, how re
markably definlte hs was al ths
vary first about the lines that & con-
spiracy agalost you must takel
He'd thought it all ont. Heo hadn't
Lls subatitute yat, as the Lovechiems
had, but he thought that part would
be almpla*

Mra. Byng snatched at the knit-
ting which bad dropped out of her
hands and slid toward her kneses
and asked:

“Did the priest—your brother, 1
mean, my dear—dld he suspect
Lorn 1™

“Lorn mays not. He's been—
boasting & bit. He says he guessod
the priest waa Tally, taxed bim with
it, and they arranged a mesting in
the deserted White Salon, But Tally
unwisaly told him two things: told
him he'd left the affalr in the hands
of bis lawrer so, if anything hap
pened to him, Bue could still prove
horselt and Inherlt the money. And
he also told him 'that he bod found
Hue'a token, had It with him, in fact,
nnd that he was golng to mcknowl
ofge her aa his nister at ooce. That
soltled Francin's fate then and
there. Lorn was daft and quist with
his nsedle.”

“Ellse suys shs was not near the
north wing the night Stravaky was
murdered untll after his death,
whan Lovachlem hid her in the fire
place cupbonrd. So the black figure
You saw must have boen the priost,
What was he doing thore?"

Iatarted to nay piuwling, but with
& glance at Bue [ sald instead:

“He sscma to have trisd to kesp
& close watch on Sue, I imagine he
simply spw the light and came down
the north corridor to Investigate.
We can't know, however. He must
have barely missed Lorn's own visli
to my rodm."

B ablversd and spoke.

“Did Lorn confeas about the
sword?"

“Yen. He uned It for the very
renson he lold us & erlminal who
was clover might bave used It He
slipped into the north wing merely
to reconnoiter; he wasn't mo hur
rlad then, for he thought there was
no possibles chance for ths body
balng discovered befors moraing.
And the frst thing he saw was the
sword clock. He took the sword and
lett the corridor Just in time, I sup-
poea, to escape Francle,"

HERE wan a sbort sllence. 1
looked at Sue—Bus with hor
milllons—Bue looked at Pucel, Mra.
Brngdpuud into space and her lipa
moved absently, and Pucel acrateh:
et, Mra. Byng's cogliations bucame
nudibso: ® ...and Stravaky arcived
after Jim and, naturally, reglatared;
since he was to be about the place
for m while, and used momentarily
the room Marcel thought was un.
uned, Marcel did not ses him—ihat
was luck for Lovechlem, Then,
after Hirnveky's murder, they had
to change ths reglster hoping to
keop Stravaky'a Identitr and thus
any connsction with them m wecret”
“Then, pursued Mra, Byng earn-
eatly, “what happened lo ths ecar
Straveky had used when abducting
Sus"

“It was Lovechiem's car,” I replied
waarlly, “All Lovechliom had to do
was put it back In the garage

Mrs. Byng gave me a sharp look,
gatherad np her kaltting and Pucel,
and vanished, Vanlshed Is a slogu-
lar word to use in connsction with
one of Mra, Byng's subatantinlity,
but that {a what ahe dld.

L loo, shoved “ack my chalr and
rose. Buo looked up, startled,

"I've got to pack”™ I sald, *I'm
glad things have worked out for
you. I hops you enjoy your—ten
millions,"

I had my foot on the Arst step of
the stalrs when Sus's quiet obser
vatlon renclted ma,

“I haven't ten milllons," ahe sald,

“What dld you say "

“1 haven't ten milllons. A enbls
from the lawyer this morning sald
®o. Bomething happened; 1 don't
know what exnctly yal. Anyway, It'a
gone. The ten milllons™

I walked to her, 1snld:

"Bos bers. Why did you take the
dagger from Stravaky’s cheal and
replnce It oo the clock "

“To protect you," ahe sald stead-
iy, and then looked up.

It 1s » mistake Lo aay that the
happleat moment o your lfe does
not repeat Itself, for (¢t doss, and
evan prolongs itself, Bus came bp
into my arms, and 1 loved her so
much that there was nothing in all
the world hut my Sus,

Bhe snld she'd marry me and go
any placs with ma,

Then ale bocame ailent. 1 Hfted
her face and makod what was wrong.

“1 was only thinking." she sald,
“that there’'s & milllon or so left,
But 1t's too Iate for you to do apy-
thing about it now,"” she added
hurriadiy,

ordinary story. There were the mil.

The End

LUMBER INDUSTRY
EXPANDS IN* GOOS

MARSHFIELD, Ore. Juns 1—(AP)
—Increased employment in the lum-

ber industry here And proapects of | plio

further expansion has given & mml
wholesome tome to businem on Coos,
Bay Iz the psat 10 days.

Although several hundred imen are
back at work already, unemployment |
here ls still at & high point snd prob-
ably will not be ahsorbed for some
time, but operatora today remarked
on ths Improved outicck. Old em-

plores are being hired go thers s mo
prospect of itinerants; the milimen
rald,

————
Alrplapnss from Egypt, Palestine
Syria new converge at Bagrad,
1g through to Ferala, Iiidla and

Ay
rutin
Java

—_
Tnaes on movement of Japan's cost
af living apparently has besn checked.

TRUCK OWNERS
WILL TEST LAW

BALEM, Ore, June 1—(APi—An
injunstion to enjoin the mtate of
Oregon from making collections proe

vided under the truck and bus iaw|nage tax: combined {iability and astate

by the 1aat legisiature is plan-
nad D7 the Truck Owners' and Farm-
ers’ Proteciive association, Thairman
A. O, Andarson told the Associated
Press today.

According to Anderson, four polnta
undsr the new law, which goes Into
Peftect July 1, are conmaldersd unfaly
ib,r tha group.

Thez incluts regisiration fee; ton-

o

surety tax; and the on-mies fax.
The new Iaw would mean about 8500
tax in oms year as compared to ans
before, for tha aversge thres-ton
truck, according to Andersoa.

Considaring the time insufficlens
for referring tle measure pb the sped
clal election, orgunization throughoul
the state is being pushed In prepss
mtion for future action.
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ADMIRAL LEAHY TO BE
CHIEF OF NAVIGATION

WASHINGTON, Juns 1.—(AP)—
Preeldent Roosevelt today named Tear
Admiral Willlam D, Leaby to be chlaf
of the navy bureay of navigation,

The preddant also senit to the sen-
kts Lthe nomination of Willlam A
Holehalmer to be attornsy for the
firet divislon in Alssks,

—_—
Biate governments of Germany
have been authorised to double taxes
on department atores,

T
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