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The White Cod(al;)o

by Mignon G, Eberhart)

BYNOPSI8: The drawma that hoa
Alled the old Prench hotel suddenly
pories fo o jocus whem Francis
Tally doma that his slater Sue
gedietile Ghemfista e ol

e ' Eue's (nkerit-
ad. Hus's
“Hluffe”

backgroun
a tangle of purposes allll o mys-
bt Liiens 18 touraed by
n, 4 )
;.‘!,,,‘:& derulim.i)nnld Lotw. that
danger alao threatens him.

Chapter 43
SURPRISE FOR LORN
ORN did not even look at me to
seo what 1 thought ot his warn-
{ng, It warning it was, He continued
al once:

¥Mr. Tally docsn’t geem to wWinl
me. I'll just pu take m Jook at this
yery opportunely robbed safe.”

*Walt," I sald gulckly, "I've got
the link between Stravsky and Lov-
schiom.”

“What!” This time 1 did suc-
cend in getting his full attention.
“Ope that will hold water with the
police?”

“Well —parhaps not,” 1 sald,
thoraby loslng at least thros fourths
of hia lnterest, y

“What thon?" he inguired with
an effect of languor.

s

“Wae both know that Sua's wilful.”

“The nlght of my arrival some
ones chme to this hotel, registerad
below my name, and was shown to
8 room, Then hs vanlshed. Hvan
his namo was removsd from the
reglstor. Who was that man If It
I'Ii'ln"l. Straveky?" ' .

*“How do you know that?*

*I don't know It" I sald, "It you
mean by that can I prove It on
stropgth of the evidonce we now
have, Bot I's tha logleal conelu-
elon.”

“Indeed,” he sald diyly., “And
from what do you draw your logl
enl eonoluslon?'

I told him briefly, watching the
parler door and keeplng half an ear
for any untownrd sound, He did look
falntly more impressed when I'd
fnishoed, although he pointed out
At once that T was bullding up sup-
position on strongth meroly of a
missing !nk blot and Marcel'a fow
scatlored words anent the solled
towsls [n A supposadly vacant room.

"It fits," 1 #ald stubbornly.

“No,” he denled me rather sadly.
*It doesn't fit. It 1sn't in tho least
conclusive. It doow, however, pro-
vide a lloe of investigation.”

-wum.. it ought to be of soma
valus to you, then™ I sald.
*1 hope you don't mind my saylng
that it seems o me you neod a few
mora lines of Investigation., And
algo=" [ ground out my olgarette
with n quick motlon and got to my
teet, whore 1 alopd looking down
at Hlm—"Mins Tally s not out of
danger, Wo both know that she'a—
wilful; she may refiise to show her
brather her token until he shows
hls own, They may both be afrald
of traps, and the thing may be
deadlocked for a Httle time.

“And Mlss Tally, until aho s ac-
enptad complatoly by her brother,
is In greator danger than sho ever
was, Tha arrival of her brother han
forced the climax. 1 hops you'll
remember that"

Lorn rote too. He gave ma a nin.
gularly long and atrange look.

“Don't worry, Sundean,” ho sald.
“I'll remomber that."

And that wes all the satisinction
I had

he heapod cox's on my head. He
sald alowly:

“I'm afrald | must warn you, Sun-
dean, to be—most clrcimspact In
your behavior.™

| was struck by the undercurrant
of meaning {n his volee. I Bad the
feeling you have whaon, walking in
deop woods, you see the brush near
you waver allently with the passdge
of & stealthy and unsesn body, It
(s & stratgely ainlstor and primitive
kind of clill that it gives you. and
I folt it then, looking at Loro and
hearing his slow words,

“Woll” I wmld, “what do you
mean?"

*I hada't Intanded to toll you.
Don't try to loave the hotel tonight,
Sundean, and above all things, maka
no suaplclons movement, for 1t will
be na muth as your lfe s worth.”

‘What on earth sre you driving
at”

“The pollca found your Anger-
priots on the clecirie switch In the
Whita Salon. They argue that be
eanss you tried to tirn on the light
it must have besn night when you
touched . Ergo—" One of his
slight baMing shrugs finlshed it

THINGB about me weora suddenly
rather dim. It was true; [ had
tonched it and tried to turn on the

light late the previous aftarnoon.

Just befors my last glimpse of the
priest, I remomberad It all too per-
foctly, Lorn wna watching me, not-
lng, I feit, avery shado that Alekered
over my face. I sald as nonchalant.
ly ns I could contrive:

“I suppoko thay nre preserving the
olua for the Parls delectiyes?

“Why, yos—naturally. I don't
wish to alarm you, Sundean, but
it is nothing to regnrd lightly.”

“I'm not regarding it lightly,” J)
gnld. “I'm looking to you to get me
out of IL"

"Well—I'll do my best, of cotrae,”
ho replied A bit gloomily, *But I de
wish you wouldn't go out of your
way to lenve cluos.”

“Look here, Lorn—who's the
murderer? You must know by thls
tima. Or you must have some no-
tlon. You've had days to do'it. And
1's a shocking sltliation.”

“One can't hurry nbout such
things,” warned Lorn pessimistical
ly. "One must be very sure of avery
fact. Must prove #s ono goos. One
can't safely leap to concluslons fn
your own siartling fashlion. Bat
there’'s one thing I must tell you,
Sundean. U'd profer telling Miss
Tally directly, But I ean't quite do
that under the elroumstances, Bo—
I'll tell you™

Wollr*

Hep paused, arranging his words;
thera wae no shadow of feoling or
axpression In thosa clondy dark
oyon, He sald fnally:

“I think it might be as well for
Misa Tally to delay concluding the
negotintlons for perhapa & day or
tivo,"

“What do yon mean("

“What I say. No more, no less™

I did not say that st the momont
Bue had no intentlon of econcluding
negotiations, no matter how much
sho longed to do so.

*Tally's your employar,™ T sald my.
alngly. “You don't quite trust him,
Your reason for distrust lsu't atrong
enough to permit your golng opanly
against your employer and warning
Mirs Tally not to troat him. Yet you
warn me, knowing { ahall tall her.

*You've sald too mueh, Lorn, not
o say more”

[Copyright, 1912, Mignon @, Eberhart)

It was just then, howerer, that

fiue and Francis quarrel, Monday,
ovar thelr Inheritance,

Pioneer Newport
Woman Succumbs

NEWPORT, Ore, May 24 —[AP)—
Mra. Mary Cape, 84, ons nf the found-
s of the town of Newport, died here
Ltoday,

Bhe and her hushand, Captajn Bam-
uel Case, homeieaded here In 18508,
ih 1867 they eatablishied Ocean House,
the first hotel here and widely known
aa A ploneer hostelry.
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