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Chapter 25

COOPED UP AGAIN
ETUCK, throughout the question-
ing, to the main facts, ) had been

talking to Margel. Ho knaw some
thing about the murder of ths on-
known man, He had beon abont to
tell me whon ho was sholk

Onecs during the progecdings the
pollcs searehing the hots) returned,

A glance that held & kind of derinive
scorn and shrugged her ahoulders
and repoated: “Lovachlem! Hers,
I'll gut the meat for you"

Bhe did, ana was gone, But it oo
curred to me that Madame Grathe
hersel! was quite capable of undar
taking and executing Just such a
cold-blooded murder as I had wit
nesied. She had plenty of eold
nerve and was, [ suspected, funda.
montally an actress. Added to that,
whe had more brains in her Nitle
finger than Lovschiem bnd in his
whols great bulking body,

But there was no clue loading to
her, And as to that, thers was only
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which seomed to bo almost unln: |the murder bad again Inpsed lnto I Py, & mHER,

talligible to them; at length they | this unoblrusive, tonelens nonontity '
of & man,

/ OW then" safd Lorn. “Lat's o:‘”f;f,:i“
hoar the whole atory. Had Pra~?
Marcel manpged to tell you any L4 ]
thingt™
“Yes, But not enough. He only ! ¥
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gob her Into Engllsh, and the up
shot of the thing waa that ahe had
meon no one, Bha had hoard the
shots, and the rolse had wakened
her from her atterlunch nap,

Bho hnd put on a shawl and b
riod out Into the corridor and to-
ward the gallery running along the
well of the lounge, Bha had come,
In other words, directly along thn
path which the escaplog murdsrer
muat bave taken, And sho had soan
Bothing,

Al the last I began to think they
were golng to drag us all to the
polica court; nnd 1 folt go dizzy
that I didn't much care. But they
dld fnally lonva without taking me
along, which was Inerediblo.

It 'was trus, of courss, that they
left a guard of saveral pollceman
and warned un all agalast trylng to
escapn In a mannor that was, aa
Buo remarked later, almoat as con-
oluslve as arrest. And it was true,
foo, that I was thelr principal sus-
peot; was, Indoad, thelr only mus-
paot, but the dretor told them fat-
Iy that thore was no neod of taking
e to Jall just then.

LATmR that night, In my room,

with & fira golog, and the ro-
malng of & serambind meal which
Bad bean prepared by the hystari
cal cook, whom Madnme Grethe
scolded and threatoned and bhrow-

Father Robart's allbl wan as false

as hls beard looked,

wha In danger, I think It wan hor
dnnger that made him talk at all,
It was Just thon that he was ahot”

“Do you mean to say It was be
fore he'd managed to tell you what
the dangor was ™'

“Yeos" .

“Look here,” sald Lorn, looking
curionsly at ma. “Maybae I'd hetter
not stay now, You look feverlih—
maybs that wound |s worss than
thay think"

"I'm all right, But we've got to
dp somothing about Sus. She's
wandoring about the hotal any plaes
—aho's with the mald now. We've
got to wateh hor. We've got to
plap—"~

"Did you hava s chanca to tell
her what Maroel had sald1"

“Oh, you, | warned her. But ohe's
got too much cournge for her own
Kood.™

“¥You don't do eredil to Mlss Tal
Iy*s Intelligence,” sald Lorn dryly.
Ho waa siill watching me rather
anrfonsly, and I remembered that
I'd called her fiue and had probably
shown a degres of anxisty about her
which he consldered out of propor
tlon,

Hut It didn't matter.

“Get her,” 1 Inalated. “Or 1 will,
I've boen sitting here thinking hor
rors, and [ don't like her to go about
the place alone™

“A road Is nover safer than after
an aceldont han ocourred,” sald Lorn

beat Into submissfon (it d,
Lorn mald, that ho'd wanted to
leavo Immodiately and never come
‘back, “I don't blame him™ 1 inter-
dectad with foellngl—Inter, I sny,
I agrood with him. At the iimg
things wera rathor haey,

Madamo Grethe had brought me
8 dinner tray, which surprized me
& lithle, sot It down bestde my
chalr, and hurrlod away,

“Mrs. Byng wants har dlaner In
her room, too she had sald brief
Iy. *8ho has chills and won't un
lock  her door until sha looks
through the kerhola. Mixs Tally la
with Marlanne, who's nearly out of
ber wits, I've got to go down and

menientiously, *However, It yon In.
alat—m-="

Talklng of it made It more dan-
nite. I got up and went with him: 1
waa atlll a littls weak, but the hot
dlnner made me feel more llke a
man,

Wa tound her In Marianne's ronm;
whither Lorn led me st once, He
amiled a 1ttle as 1 oxclaimed over
his kmowledge of tha topography of
the rambling old place,

“That's my buslness, Bundean®
he sald.
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—

“Warm’” On The Trail Of Pirate Treasure!
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THE NEBBS—The Gold Digger
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