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Mokazzen and bis son Ralsal
wan that although all feared them
live, none mourned them now that
they had departed,

It waa to be observed that those
who mentioned thelr names spat as
they dld so, slbelt they seemed re
laved, as well as sghast that they
bad the temerity to do it

Nor Indeed was a single shot
fired trom any housstop as Fronch
reinforcemonts, headed by & Squad-
ron of the Filth Spahls Morrocains,
and gulded by an accredited emis-
piry of the Vigler, rode through the
streats of the Cltadel that, mighty,
fmpresnslve, and impregnnble,
frowned down upon the town.

“Orderly!" called Colonel Le
Bage,

the other two, after you've seen
Colonel La Sage again. You will,
won't you? Promise me that [ shall
go away 8o much happler. Almonst
happy, Otho, {f you'll promise me
that”

Otho smiled, a8 he took Mar
guret fn his prm- aealn,

“I promiss that” he sald,

LI I T

Colonel Lo Bage knocked, in the
appointed manner, upon tho door of
the room thnt had besm Ricooll's
quarters, and was now his prison.

“Gunrd the door outslde,” sald he
to the léglonnalre who opened the
door, and sprang to attentlon.

Homoving tho key from the lock,
and pocketing It, Le Sage turned to
Riccoll, wbo wsat at his table,
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nervously drumming upon 1t with
bis fngers, and who eyed him 7ith
a toverlah pals anxloty,

Otho stepped into the room,
pmartly snluting,
*I have been talking with—er—

Margaret of Yelverbury, and mnle
Ing arrangementa lor her safe ar-
rival at that famous place,

“8he tolls ma she wonld lke to
Baven word with you, bafors the car-
avan and escort start oft,”

“Thank yeu, slr."

“Weall, my boy, I should be giving
the young lady tea in this room, In

“You've come for my help, Le
Sage?” ho began, "But it will ho on
termn, on terma, Ishall rofuse to,, .

“Listen, Major HRlecoll" Inter-
rupted Lo Snge. “The cltadel, town,
and country, of sMeknzzon, are now
ln my hands—for France.

“Tha. whole of what was your
colunin 1§ here, garrlsoning the

s fow minutes, I am very buay.|cstle, pleketing the town, nnd pa- W LMUM,
You shall deputize” trollipg the mecret routes by Lhe WA o/
"Thank yop, sir” onses nnd hidden waterholos, ‘4']'0 ! f

"Oh, you Epglish!” ejnculuted
Colonol Lo Sage as he atrode from
the room. "Faca of stone—Iif hoart
ot fire”

“Othal™

“I have now a quorum of ofMcern
for n councll of war, and [ conld
try you thls very day, by court mar.
tial. It T d1d so, you would be found
Eullty: you wonld be sentenped to

OUT PCLIDENT, AND FINDS
LIGHT QUT

4 “Mnrgaret!™ doath: nnd I would myself superin:
“I'm not crylng, Otho ., > tend the earrylng out of the sen
“Margaret, thin In absolutely the | tence, at dawn tomorrow, Tha L

bappiest day In all our lves—no tar, | ligporty, under Major Langeac,
Of couras you'ra not erylng.” would eonslst of thoss léglonnalras
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agaln. Doar, Ican, [ must Iahall,”| *I will take It upon me to spare
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“Too good to be true, Margaret. | coll, are n gullty one—a traltor to
[ may be In some denert outpost, or | your cotintry, your army, and vour
ftomo hole lke this, for tho rest of | oath. s f : f . ; LOOKS LIKE
my sorvice” “No. There will be no court man : I / PT BUT YU CANT]

SOLLA | IS FLYING
THA oG,

“Also, you may not. DId you know
{hat Colonel Le Sage is married?”

“No, What sbout £

"Well, hals. And I'm coming out
to vialt his wife, Denr Otho} I'm
golng to atny with her, And Colonel
Lo Snge Is golny to atay with her,
oo, And be's golng to bring his or-
derly, Baa?"

“Margarotl Marguret, there's o
much to say, one can say nothing,
What enn ona any 1"

"Ob, yes," continued Margarot, 1
have got somothing to say, darling,
And that's about Colone! Lo Buge,
too, From Colonal Le Snge, 'n 1 :f,
Darling, ho wanta you to leave the
rankn."” |

“Loave Joe Mummery and the
other two?"

"Yos, darllug. Yes, Otho. Look.
It might shorten the time for un"

"How1"

*Do you know, Otho, that you
have mudo & vory desp Impression
npon Colonel Le Snge? Do you know
what he actunli, hinted at7 ., .
A commisslon! A be aald, you sre
& gontlomen (a ‘milord, In fact!),
clover, a llngulut, a grent fighter, as
brave as 4 llon, and, as he put it
'Inexorably falthful unto death.'

“Also you hbave distinguished
yournelf again here. Ho snys, with-
out you and ‘vour men' he might
have falled ngainst Riccoll and in
tho taking of the Cnstls*

“Oh ‘rot! Stop. It darliog, do.
Don't let's talk shout me. Lot's,, "

“Lot's what?'"

“This, and this, and this, and
thin , . "

"Otho, yon will take your chanoe,

tial AN . - M e i 75 JOSES

Riceoll Inughnd,

“I'm sura thers won't, my good
Lie Sage," ho sald.

"No. No court marlinl, and no
neandal, Do you' gée this revolver,
Major Riccoll? And do you remem-
ber n llttlo eplode of many yesrs
ngo, In which a revolver fMgured
prominentlyt Dp you remomber my
telllng you thnt It contslned ong

cartridge? And de you romember
my upinning the ehimbor—thus?

“And aftor nll, It proved to be
empty,

“Onte ngnln I offer you a revol
ver, Major Rlecoll."

Hiceoll extended an engor hand,
soleed the rovolver and—presont
Ing It at Lo Sage's tuce, pulled the
trigger. And agaln, and ngalp,

“No, no, Major Rlcooll,” smilgd
Lo Sago. “I had not forgotten what
you did on the oceaslon to which |
nlide, You fired at mo then, with
what you thought was the slxth and
cortalu shot, Didn't you?

"Now go nnd stand in the corner
of the room—thore,”

“Murder?" gosped Rticcoll,

“Oh, ho," roplled Lo Sage, “Stand
there, So. Now— n# 1 go ot of this
foam, 1 ahall, Junt befare L elose the
door, glvo you n eartrigge,”

Riceoll ntarod wide-eyed, nghast,

“Now, Major Riceoll, llston. And it
ovir you bolleved nnything In the
whola of your life, bolleve thianow.

"You bave your choloe. And it
In the only choleo, of any sor* or
kind, that Ia loft to you. You ean
dle by your own hnnid—or by mine,
For 1 awear by the Name of God,
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