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‘lem‘u. Riccoll discusses plana with
his cromy Vittarelli,

Chapter 11
“HOW BHOULD I FAILI"

"WE ghall really burn our boats

behind us by ‘dolpg that™
mused Sergeant - Major Vittorslll,
stiil perkinps  little doubtfally, as he
stood before Major Riceoll, tho same
day, in the hot used by the latter
when he visited the poat.

“Wa shall. Are you afrald, Vittor
plli? You—a Corslean?"

#1 am atrald of nothing, mon Com-
mandant” replled Vittorelll, with
more truth than modesty. “But It
would break my heart It you falled.”

“Falll 17 I am a Man of Deatiny,
and how shonld I fall? Onee Inslde
the cltadel, everything will bo easy,
Gotting Inalde has beon the difleulty
—for the Inst thousand years. Na-
ture hos made the place Impregna
blo, and man has {mproved on Na
turo's handiwork , . . And we are
golng to march In unopposed. Not
meraly unopposed either—but ne
tually fovited

A splder’s web, mon Comman:
dant?”

“WollT Are we files? Or are we
wasps, horneta?"

*“And the men, mon Comman-
daot?™ ventured VYittorelll, who
though Igonorant, rash, egotlstical
snd impetnons, as woll as belog the
fantastically devoted and admiring
diselple of Riccoll, was sane and pos-
wonsed of a shrawd ponannt mother
wit and common sense. “Can we be
certain that all the N.C.0's. corpo
als and ldplonnaires will be amen-
able, obedlent?”

“It will ba & bad day for Anyone
who s not, Vittorelll,” smiled Ric

“It would be & bad day for us, mon
Commandant — ths day on which
some of them, even a minority of
them, declded to remain—er—true lo
thelr—er. . "

“Decided not to throw In thelr
fot with mine and selze their glorl:
ous chance, the chance of rising
from alavery to power, position,
woalth? Only fools, clods, cowards,
weaklings , . "

“There are such poople, mon Com-
mandunt”

"Yos--nn Captaln Vonlet discov:
ared when hotrled to found his Bm.
pire of the Sahara {n 1807, But he
was mad, of courne, Hopeleaaly
mad. A mogalomaning, And then he
had a partner, too. Capinin Chan-
olos, who falled him. That was
where Voulot went wrong——one of
his mistakes, anyhow,

“And we can learn something
from the mlstakes of Voulet, And
then ngaln ha wos denling with stu:
pld unambitious officers, and wans
eompelled to show his hand too soon,
Bad luck and bad manngement
rulned his scheme, and part of hia
bad luck that he had no Innccosalble
imprognable base from which to
operate. Hoe simply wont out fnto the
blue—out into the desert—and you
cannot found an Empire on sand,
and direct it from under a palm
troe,

“Here wo shall havae for our base
and the heart of our emplro—a clta-
dol, s clty, and a country that hns
novar been conguered,

“Yes, Captain Voulet was hoth un-
fucky and a fool. 1 am a man of
dostiny and not a tool. Fate has led
e here to the vory spot, and ereated
tha very circumnatancea necessary for
the flfilment of that desting,”

“Without doubl, mon Comman:
dant. But the men? It seems to me
that succoss will depend upon one of
two things; on the ona hand wheth-
or the ldglonnaires are kopt lo Igno-
rance long enough; or, on the other
hand, whether they can be won aver
to—er—abandon thelr old alleginnce
and follow you"

“OF conrae, mon enfant. I know all
about that: 1 intend, firat of all, to
got thom fneide the Cltadel. They'll
slmply obey orders and earry on, In
the ordinary course of duty, till the
moment eomos for seleing the place.
The garrizon of this post will mareh
an encort with mo across the Meknas
zon country to Mokaesen, and Into
the Citndel. ANl they will know or
caro—I{f thuy know or care anylhing
At #il=1x that thelr Commandant {8
Fu n diplomatie mission to parley
yWith the Kald,

J/  “When the time, and my plans, are
ripe for the seleing of the Cltadel,
they will slmply aber orders

of the Kald, so that he believes that
they are marching to joln his ban.
ner under my command.*

“Why not assemble the whole
enluma before marching from here,
mon Commandant? asked Vittorelll,
eager, hopeful, hut oot yet wholly
convinced.

“Al, why not, indeed, mon en-
fant? Beeause the Kald will not
hear of 1. If I cross tho border
with ote man more than the garrd
son of thiy post, It is war, Wosball
bo surrounded, cut off, ambushed
and nonihilated In one of the de
fles. My f(irst proposal was to
march In, bag and baggnge, horse
foot, and guns—abd that was the
Kold's npswer through the mouth
of his own son who vislted me at
Poat Throe,

#Thut young man, Frince Ralsul
(n clever lad, by the way, whe
speakn English, French and Span-
ok nm well as 1 do), made It clear
that we should all be welcome—
and tho more the marrisr—hut we
must come In small detachmentn
and on different doys.
“Trenchorous awine, these
Araba,” ho added. *They trust mo-
body."

“HSo having marched Into the

plage, wo mark timo untll the other
detachments arrive,” muned Vitte
rell. “H'm! What nbout troach
ory? Wo shall bava to sleep wilh
our syes vpen.”
“You are tlght, my friend. Jntll
the Kald sleeps with hls eyes shut,
does and for all. But don’t you
so0 the prottiness of my plan? If
tha Kald iotends treachery, and
would eapture the whole column—
for ila rifles, ammunition and kit
guns, horses, stores and cash—and
such of the mon as would Joln blm
to, cacape torture and demth—he's
got to wait untll | send for the
other detachments, 1 shall bave In
Meokaszeen a forde quite blz enongh
to do our ousiness, and nottle his
hash. Though what | hope and lo-
tend to do Is to seize the Cltadel
before 1 send for the other detach:
ments,

“Then 1 can present an agcom:
plistied fact to the Sergoant: Majors
and Sergennots, and to tha N.C.O.'
of tho native troopa as well as to
les ldglonnaires, when I have to
show my hand."

Bllgnes foll between the two men

“Our raacaln hore ean think they
are nelaing the Cnatlo for France,
of course,” observed Vittorelll at
length,

#"hoy ean think whnt they ke,
as I sald before replled Riccoll
aharply, “Think what they llko and
do what they're told. Though that
Is whors you will be moat useful.
mon enfant. Sounding them: talk
Ing them over: showing them whal
thoy have to guln on the one hand
and what to lose on tho other—
their llven: separating the sheep
from tho goats: forming a group of
those upon ‘those porsonal loyalty
I ¢an abarlotely roly.™

“H'm! ., .1 can protty well do
that naw, nion Commandant. Our
good Corgloans, whom you o wise
Iy sclected, wlil be trustworthy:
nnd I ean apawer for the Itallans

all right, and more willing to Aght
agalnat France than for her. | ean
got ths Russians over, 1 sxpect;
and, [ think, the Spaniards and the
Belglans , . . Whoroe wo aball have
trouble will be with two French
grognards, two slily old fools with
nbout n hundred yoars' sorvice be
tween them, and four Englishmen
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THE GUEST WHOM YOU INVITED SOLELY BECAUSE
HE COULD BE COUNTED ON TO DRIVE CERTAIN OTHER
GUESTS HOME CROSSES You UP BY HAVING TO
LEAVE ERRLY, AND YoU HAVE TO DRIVE
THEM HOME YOURSELF
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—astubborn mullah croatures, who
can only entertaln one Idea at a
timo. Yes, we shall have trouble
with them "

*On the contrary, my dear Ser
geant-Major,” repllod Major Napo
feou Ricooll, ns ho rose to his feet.
“It {u they who will have trouble
with us™

Bugles! ...

Tho stireing notos of the rousing
eall have such an effect upon the
pont, as doegs the fall of a great
roek loto the gulst tarn,

To the Idglonnaires It Is the alg
nal for departure, and man, partie
ularly the *pe of man who chopaon
thoe profossion of soldlering, loves
daparture,

“Herp wo are, thank God"
he tupon arcivall

“Lot's go somowhere elso”
noon adds,

(Copyright. 1930, . 4. Blokes Co.)

Baye

he

And agaln, tomorraw, ths La.
ulm: marches—to honor, or treagh.
-

| ——

Dallas Business

Area Hti By Fire

DALLAS, Ore, Feb. 21, — (7 — A |
fire causing damage eetimated at |
B10000, destroyed = women's clothe-
ing shop here Sunday and damaged

several other hulldings in the center |

of the Dallas bunsiness district,

Just & week previous to the fire,
flames awept through a quarter block
,ut wooden bulldings here, destroying
all tn ita path,
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MR, HUSTA  WILL YO
SEE WHAT YoU CAN
DO TO MAKE THIS
LNIEORM FIT THIS

HAasd AND T
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FIT WNOBODY ELSE ..~OU'D
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WiLL NEVER
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CRDINARY SIZE - WED
NEVER FIND SAJOTHER
GUY YOUR SizE UMLESS
WE OPENED A HOTEL
N LLLIPUT

DO wWOW WANT A MAN To FiT

A JOB OR THIS UNIFORM T ..

AD 1Ll BE SO SATISFALTORY
YOULL NEVER HAVE TO USE

THIS UNIFORM FOR AYBODY

ELSE — L EXPECT TO
WEAR SEVERAL UNIFORMS
THREADBARE |n YOUR
E.MD\JO*I upuLESS YOU SEE

N Usprrut
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WE ARE GOING OUT AND DONT
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YOuU LL
BE LUCKY
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BY GOLLY: THIS
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ME SICK: EVERY-
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AINT NOTHIN' AS |
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