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uying Barbara

a by Julla Cleft-Addema ¢ Asthor of ~YOU CANT MARRY~

BYNOPEIS: Forrell Adrmilage
tells Mark Lodely that he haos
!durhf Mark's career an aritel
and puld for the eperation that

otire _his Tamenesr 20 that
Fardara Quentin ari's former
Rancée, eould choose fairly bae
Ticeen them, Mark's mother de-
nics that Harbars wowld counte
siance  Eich an agredment, bup
Mark ordera Ker fo “shut up)

b

Chapter 44

"COMIC OPERA PIFFLE®

8 all yery woll for Mark to tell

ma to shut np!" throst in Mras,
Lodely. “But I don't see why I
shouldn't say I mever heard any-
thin® so fantastic in =il my lfe.
And you can't deny that | warned
yon, Farrell, didn't I I sa!d Babe
bas never lind a thought apart trom
Mark, I sald, But I daresay you'ro
otte of the stubborn sort, you'd
rather take a toss at & hedge than
go round hy & gate—"

“Ono moment, Mrs, Lodely. Mark
wants to say somothing”

“It's hardly worth my saying.
But do you happen to know, Arm-
ftage, that on the very day of
my operation Barbara was begglag
me, to ba thoroughly ungallint,
badgering me Inlo marrylog her
in a few doys' time?"

*I know that"” Armitage was de
tormined o keep cool, “She
thought that I wasn't keeping my
part of our compact.”

“Marrlage with Barbara would be advantagesus ts Mark.”

“8he thought you wore deliber-
ately dragging me down ta your
leval" contributed Mark and shook
with genuine mirth.

“But mow our compact s ro.
nowed. The day wlll come whoen
aho will quite definltely chooss you
or me,"

“Babr'll marry Markl Anythin®
elao In out of the questlon. Of
coursa Baba'll marry Mark!™ Mrs,
Lodely's faco bad mottled pain.
tully,

"8he may marry nelther of us”
Buggesied Mark, still Immensoly
amused, Armitage asmiled with
equal ‘good hnmor,

“That, at the momont, seema the
most probable. She admits she
dozan't cora for me, And she
monds you this message: that she
wants her shgagement to you del
inltely nud publicly broken” And
Armitage lald upon tha table, next
to tho {umblod vase, the emorald
In its platinum wob,

Thore was & dead sllence, Mrs,
Lodely, from whom Immediate
elamor might have heon expocted,
st wnd gaped. Tho red patches
on her faco grow desper. Mark put
out a flnger and touched the Jawel
iy, At last—

“I'd nbsolutely forgotten I ever
gavo hor the thing,” la sald fust
abova his broath, and Armituge
r:d the fmipresalon that he meant

His {ndifference loosened Mrs.
Lodely's tongue,

“It you'll excuas me aayin' so,
Farroll, you'd do better pot to mix
yoursel! up In this, ©Of ocourse,
foolln' as you do about Barbars,
4t patural you should hope ahe's
dons with Mark, but bellove me,
thoy've hnd these tiffs before and
thoy nlways make 'om up azaln.
Don't you, Mark? And ms for the
emarald, Babs never lked it and
I think It's very senalble of her
to ‘send 1t bmck. It I wera you,
Mark, I'd noll it and buy her some-
thin® who'd like boitor. Why not
Elve bor a nlce ring? She'll teal
more like ollier engagod gitn
then™

Thore was another long sllance.

“That's really rather a good
1don,” commented Mark st last
Apaln he pokod at the stone, &

green, deep pook, winking in the
light of the fire. “Unfortunately,
I'm not In & condition to hawk it
for sale, You don't hinppen to col
lect cmeralds, Armitago?”

“I don’t, but I buy thls one.” |

"Poor old Armitage!™ erooned
Mark. *“Yom darsn't provent my
belog able to afford Barbarn a
ring."

“0Of eonrss 1 daren't! Any mors
than you dare prevont my aend
Ing Yer flowers and books—"

“The devil you dal"

*You and 1" continued Armitage
cheerfully writlng ‘Mark Lodely,
Exq.' on the hlnnk chock.—"you and
I aro now, na'n result of my maghl
nations, rivals of ejuai distinctlon
for a lady's band. I shnll hang nbout
her unasbamedly for the ngreed
time. T¢ sl atill won't have me, J
ahatl dlear ont of the cpuntry.”

“Aund try and steal a girl from
soms other poor devil of a erip
plo!™ Mark's sudden rage was upon
him, “You know you've pretended
to be so cursedly opsn and un
ashamed and all that, hut yop've
played a lowdown game and you
know it. God, if I ha? atrangth,
I'd give you the damnedest hid
Ing!"

“You may have that strongth yet.
Whon yon have, remoamber that il
was I who bought 1t hack for you."

Mark mutiered furlously and was
allent.

“Rememhor also that it was
thtough your hehavior and not
ming that shie Yroke off hor eHgago.
meont to you."

“Comlc-opera piffla! Sha does
that kind of thing., Makes me slck,
looking coy and pulling ot a daisy,
he loves me—he loves me not!
But I've mlways told her 1 won't
endure It and I won't endura It
now!™ Hla volea rose wildly.
“Though I supposs timt, whils I'm
on my back here, you'll feel frea
to cook up any lies agalpat mo
that you think sha'll swallow. What
In sho dolog? Whers Is she? I
haven't even an address to write
to. You're deliberately keeplng
her away trom mel*

“Hardlyl Lan' week I brought
her up trom Kings Mallard, whero
sho hos wound up Ner affules, Sho
Is at Mlss Rooul's house In St
John's Wood, busy redecorating it
How much did you say you wanted
for the omorald?"

“Four hundred and fifty,” mut-
tered Mark sulkily; and ns Arm.
Itnge calmly inscribed the nmount
In words and In figures Mra, Lode-
ly, wha had opened her mouth,
ehut it agaln.  Hut the tips of
her oars glowed red. The check
changed hands and  Armitage
allpped the emerald back Into his
pocket; and at once Mra. Lodely be
gnn to talk at the top of her volee,
posalbly to drown the sound of the
transnction,

"It's ahaurd even to think of
Darbara  serlonsly breakin' with
Marky" ebe anoounced. “Why,
they'ro been devotod to each other
sinca they were ellldran! Mark's
tather made Babs promise—"

“You and I, Mra. Lodely, are
the Inst people In the world to
prophesy Barbara's actlons I'm
anxious to beliove the engagemont
broken becauss 1 want to marry
her mysell. You'rs anxlons to
think {t st | cxlsta bocaune—*
Armitage  pauged, then added de
liberately, “becanss you think mar
riage with Barbara would be finnn-
clally advantageous to your son."
(Capyright, 1828, Jutia Olett-Addama)

Farrall, tomorrow. hullds up An
amaring sltuation In Mack's hos-
nital roam.

000S BAY OIL WL

SEEPAGE STARTLES

MARSHPIELD, Ors, Feh. 9. —({AP)—

Work on the Comst Ofl company's

project Avar Coquille was at a stand-
Bl today awaltine srrival af the
prosident, W, E. Marrion, from Lo
Angelea, Baveral barmels of cro
found i the 100-1008 csaing removed
from ihe b m of the 1000
ahalt yestenday, ts Delleved to have
beent peepage accumiiated during the
paat four months of (hactivity.

| day evening. Feb, 18th, at 7 p. m. and

LINGOLN BANQUET
SLATED FEB. T3TH

Memhers of the Lincoln club mat
at the Medford hotel Waednesday
afternoon and decided to hold the
nineleenth wnnual banguet on Mon-

appointed the different committees

to complete arrangementa,

A firet class banguet will be served
for T3¢ this year by the Medfosd
Hotel, and the dues for the club have
been reduced from 80c to 25¢, mak-
ing the price for the banguet and
dues only 81, the Jowest ever known
for this the blggest and best banguet
of each year. Ticketa will be on sale
Friday of this week and the places
whern they can be obtalned will be
announced then,

A high class program will be mr-
ranged for this event, consisting of a
talk on Lincoln, spreches by membera
of the Young Republican league,
Weomen's Republican elud, mualeal

numbess. and resolutions for departe
od membesrs of the club during the
JrAat Fear.

Eagle Pt. é-' range
Women Are Busy
On Fancy Work

Severn] members of the H. E club
braved the snow and fo8 and met at
the home of Mrs. Chas, Humphrey
last Wednesdoy. They report s very
pleagant afterncon with the regular
business of the month taksn care of.

S'MATTER POP—

By C. M. PAYNE
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The fancy work commiliee reposted
seversl palrs of pillow cases handed
out to be embroldered and one quils
finlshed. They plan to atart more
quilta soon.

About 24 members from Eagle Point
Grange atiended Pomoba Orangs st
Medford Inst Saturday, They report
a pleasant and profituble day.

At the next meeting of BEagls Point
Grange, the lecturer announces a

very enjoyable program tp be pre-
sented. Besides several numbers by
members, there will be » spocial fea-
ture. The “Meadford Gleemen' have
promised us several numbem, and
will be followed by talks from Med-
ford businessmen.

Everyone la urged to plan to at-
tend on Tuesday svening, Pebruary T,

Phooe B42 We'll paul awsy yow

refuse Dity Sanitary Sefvion

COMMUNISM IN SPATS

—THAT’S TECHNOCRACY "

PORTLAND, Ore, Feh. 3—(T)—A
new definition of technodracy, as pres
seuted by John C. Stevens, Portiand
engineer, In an address before the
Portland Rotary club:

‘Technocracy s just Russian come
munism Avith spats.”

THE MINUTE THAT SEEMS A YEAR

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

j

(N THE COURSE OF A VIsIT
YoU HEAR STEPS APPROACHING THE
BATHROOM JUST AS IT COMES
OVER YOU THAT YoU HAVE
FORGOTTEN TO LOCK THE DOOR_.

(Copyright, 1063, by The Ball Byndicats, Tne.)

QYRS
UNLLIAMS

TAILSPIN TOMMY—Skeeter, The Chaperon!

INVITATION TO
CSPEND A MONTH
1IN SANTA BARBARA.

HNOT &

witL vou

LISTEN, BETTY

fILL 94
ARE WYOU? | THOUGHT
WE WERE ALL
BREAK DOWN
GINE MIE A SMILE,

VOU'RE
&

AT 1E, Jl LIKE A MAN-- 'WE

e

DAYS AND You'veE

PROPELLER PITCHES
AND WHATNOT You

COULDNT EVEN SEB

\F THAT 18N'T JUBT

BEEM HAMGING AROUND
THIS FIELD FOR THREE

BEEN 50 BUBY CHECKING

By GLENN UHAFFIN
and HAL FORBES®

IS THIS A
PRWATE
LOVER'S
QUARREL--
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ALL RIBHT, SKEETER,| [BUT V0Y ===
HINE TOMMY WAS | |RELYING ON
~ou T KEEP

HiM

THOSE HAVANA,
BATWING BEAUTIES
FROM BT EALING

BACK SINGLE IF %
| HANE ™ mnﬂ‘.f
£H AL MYSELF

c¥

e

=

= CAN

THAT YOUNGSTER WAS &
GIVERN AN AWFUL BLOw~~ H
D BETTER GET HIMTO A
HOSPITAL , OR WHERE HE

ME! e
TENTION AS
5 HO0MN AS 1 CAaM-- |

GET SOME
OICA

I'LL HAVE TO cOME
K HERE 1N
DAYLIGHT AND FOLLOW
THAT PASS

AGEWAY
CAl

WELL, 1 RECKON I'VE GOT
S LE ME‘E‘EEI‘]ERNED

3
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:
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0
m
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FIiNDS
-] COUNTERFEITERS TL

H=M=-M-p T THAT WONT
—1 LOOK BAD IM THE
=\  HEADLINESTY

MNEL--

ARREST, AND VLL
AT HIS BE

HELLO, DOC, I'VE GOT A PATI
FOR YOD -~ KNOCKED CUT PRE

I THINK HE'S cOMING
-=FOR YOLUR

IDE FR

’ T%MA‘T oML UE'S INDER
N INEQ ION < HES LNDER /
om )7/

’WHIS‘E ARE

FOR THE RICH
MR, GOLDROAK
HE'S JUST

FDING oOT

2-3

¥ WHATS THE MATTER WiITH
ME T_IF AaYBODY TOLD ME
ey nHEs [ TWO MOMTHS AGO A WOMAN
g \ COULD MAKE A MONKEY
OUT OF ME 1D HAVE BET

CAME DOWN

IM CONG HOME _ 1

HERE FOR

MY HEALTH AND 1M
GOING MMOME
STRONE AN
HMENTALLY WEAK.

PHYsICALLYY
o

IT LOOKS LIKE THE MANSTER GOT THE
RAMUSBERRY .. L 60T MO SYMPATHY
A WITH M .. 'E NEVER STAYED AWAKE

WITH FIRE 1D
SINGED —n .. IT

NIGHTS WORRMING ABOUT AMNBODY
ELSE'S TROUDLE

S..'E WHO pLaYS

BY GOLLY | WONDER HOW Long 1

MAGGIE 1D GONNA KEEP ON

WATH THESE EXERCISES SMES

TANMNG GVER THE RADIO-SHES

KICKED ALLTUHEVASLS OFF THE

TABLES An ROLLED DOWN =
STAIRS

- { Twnce-

FOR GOODNESS

d1]| SAKE-

\-:1' WHATS THE
1 FAATTER WATH

N You?

S R s

MAGGIE-

l € 104N, Wiag Fromm Syndomn ta . Gormr Bvmen rzder mmareed 2.3

GET THEDOCTOR-
1 CAN'T GET BACK-
HURRY - HURRY-

:5';‘- A LITTLE WEAKSYOU MUST
=) "y | TELL HER 9HE 1S TOD OLD
(, 2 TO TAKE SUCH STREMUOUS
- EXERCQISED-
= - T =
—
P

TOUR WIFE 1S O-KAY- JUST

SHE agnT WEAK
EMNOUGH FER
™E TO TELL
HER THAT- You
TELL HER-DOC

There’s No Guesswork in Tribune A. B. C Circ:ﬂation




