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@g‘ Gamblerg Throw

BYNGPRIG: Ashuwend, the “pem.
tleman pangster” who is enfer-
trining Ave "guesta” om on lalond
while A collécis ransom Ao aent
ar & minisfer {0 marry kim fo
Vaney TWemtwerth one of his
privovers.  ful  Jerry Colhoun,
who with Sievens and Emory
Butthes 1 trying to onficis Axk.
wood, (nlends to marry Noney
Rimaclt.

Chapter 27
BECRET MARRIAGE

SHWOOD rosa abruptly.
“Unless | am too optimistie”™
he chucklsd, “another guest la ar
riving, one who will ba gind to give
apiritual comfort to those who de
slre IL"

He looked polnt blank at Lucel,
who cursed him.

Ten minutes later, the affable
hoat presented the Rev. Dr, Llewel
lin Titherington to bis guests. The
minister was a short, thin man with
a hams valea which, belng out of
proportion to his stature, wtartled
those who heard {t for the first time.

Ashwood regarded him with 1k
rostrained dellght. It was evident
that Dr. Titherington had read the
fulsoma sccounts of the spectacular
Xidonplngs and recognized the vie
tims as they were Introduced, By
the time the smiling cripple pre
ssntad "Oneshot Luecl, Flowar of
Chleago Gangdom,” the minister
trambled, naturally.

“And now,” suggeated Ashwood
susvely, “1 must inalat that you
rest. Your Journey bas, no doubt,
bedn faliguing. Alfred, show Dr.
Titherington to his room.”

Tho minlater turned and followed
the stoward.

“Sort of too bad* ventured the
dateative mildly, “to make sport of
the little fellor llke that ['m going
in to seo if | can make him foel &
lttle panier In his mind. He's prob.
mbly all upaet”

Anhwood bowed merdonically.

“Peace be with you, brother,™ he
pronounced blandly, tlie drawn-down
gravity of his mouth balled by the
scofting twinkle In his eyos.

Biovons turned abruptiy and left
the room. Walking through the long
hall of the guest's wing. he knocked
at the door which he guessad would
ba tho minister's. Thore was no an.
swar, 80 ha enlered without Invita-
tion, Dr. Titherington was seaied
on a stralght-backed chalr, anx-
founly looklng out of the window
fnto the fast darkening twilight. Hin
face won pale; his eyes large and
round, bat he was In full control of
his emotions,

*Well. Roverond, how goes It1"
Btavens seated himaelt on the edge
ot the bed and studied the other for
a moment before broaching hin sub-
Ject. “Sea heres, Reverand, you may
have forgotlen who I am, amongut
nll the Introductions of n few min.
utes ngo. I'm Stevens, an operative
of the United States Treasury do-
partmeont.”

The Jittls man looked at him
dully.

"What are you dolng In this den
of thieves, then?" he (ngulred.

*Trying lo gel away and put the
leader of the crooks In prison. There
hasn't beon a broak | could take ad-
yantage of yot, so I've had to bide
my time"* He stopped to marshall
his thoughta. Then, abruptly, *You
camna to marry Ashwood to Miss
Wentwortli, didn't yout"

Dr. Titherington's long Angers
wonnd and ynwound the long black
ribbon which hang from hls nose
wlannes.

*Yoo," ha replied at longth. “But
I am not sure that I shall conduct
the coremonay, now."*

“1 know you won't!™

The minlster stared curfously st
'the datective. Ho was gradually
emorging from the fog of deprosalon
which had engulfed him,

*What do you mean by that?* be
demanded.

“Just that. The eripple In golng
to abdact that girl against her will.
In a moment of wholeheartad gen-
eroaity, be offored 13 marry har, the
wiiy a feller tosaes a bone to a dog.
But whethor you marry them or not,
he's golog to take hor awsy unless
we éan Ond some way to stop IL*

“Perhaps, then™ declded the
other, "It would he botter to marry
thom "

It would, It the whole affair
conldn’t be stopped. But It ean.
Thore i a fine young feller bere
who got Into this jam just (o rescue
her. Ho bhan offered to marry ber
betore Limpy gets wround te It
boping that will stop Wm from
garrying her off."

*“L shall have nothlng to do with
It. The whole thing Is entirely too
Mantastic” The black ribbon was
Sopelessly annried,

“Well® observed the old man,
quletly, “from whars 1 all, & live
layman, If you'd have to glve up
your church, would look betler to
ma than & dead minister,”

*Dead 1" Dr, Titherington gasped
audibly,

“Deader'n hell, begging your par-
dop. You don't meet guys llke Ash.
wood at Wednesday afternoon gulld
mestings, you know. He'd worry
himself over killing you as much as
he did over bumpliog off thosa two
gorillas of Oueshol's. Maybe less
I take it he doesn’t care much aboul
ministern, 1 might mention, in pass
iog, that two men got thelr throats
ctit Iast nlght. One of "em I just
tho other side of that partition. If
you are allve tomorrow you will
probably read a burlal service or
two”

“And you—a government deteoc
tve—stand for these outrnges?

The minister blinked rapldly In
his Indignation and rolled his eyes
toward the partition,

“Just now, yes,” admitted Bleve
patiently. “No use committlog sub
clde, like you're golng to. because
1 don't llke what | ean't help. Now
listen, you can do the girl & good
turn by marrylog her to the nlce
young faller who'll be r Ing much

AUTO FEETOTAL
CUTTWO MILLION

SALEM, Aug. 10.—(AP)—Toal fees
collected by the secretary of state
the motor

763 received from the 98,150 automo-
bile leenses sold last month, consti-
tuting the largest ilemha,

The total fell more than $32,000.000
under the amount collecled from
the same sources & year ago when
#5,083.740 wae paid in. During July
of laat year 181040 aurgmoblle fi-
oense plates were sold bringing In
& sum of 84136201 In fees

Other meeipis in the month's to-

tals inciudes the lcenses for 10830 of
vehicle department trucks and traflems;
during the month of July this year
was $2470048 11 was asnounced to-
dsy. This aum included the §2383~ portation fees.

chauffeur's Jlcenses and molor trans-

COUNTY OFFEE
MOVEAUGUST 2

County offices will atart the work
Inte the new county
442 motorcycl® | courthouss, Monday, Augusi 33, or as
lioenses, 227 dealers” lcenses, 7699 | gonn therealfter as posiible, according
to the present plans of the county
This will give the wvarloua

i NG LN
QTS N ERS

Superintendent Harry Turner will
have general charge of the moving
and soeing that esch department gola
into the rooms assigned. Most of the
asslgnments have been made.

It is expected that all the econ-
tracts wil] be completed by the
of next week. The painting cor
s now belng finlahed. The ©
court expecta to formally accept
bullding from the architect and o
tractor, as required by law, ere
moving starts.

the Nanking gov-

¢abinet In Ehang- |

1 SIS
foint telegram to Nanking | Phone 341, We'll

the | il sont e

]bc:n in Nanking jolned In the aoe A

The crisis which upset the governs

resulied {rom fatlure of efforts
ce Wang Ching-Wel to with»

:Sou; his resignation aa premier,
Watig, prestdent of the executive

eunny and A§ such virtual prime

i:nm-lcr, resigned unexpoctedly Sate

He stepped out because of

g his disattefaction with the “pase
HANGHAL Aug: 10.—(AP)—The sive policy” of the northern military

| guthosities with respect 1o Mane
churia

haul awey yous

TAILSPIN TOMM

'mmg AEEN
OF NEARING
AND JI/IENT,
MAS IS T
"OICHED LR AN
LUNUS AL AERIAL
EORMATIC A
OF HANES FLYING
AT AEHN RLTITLDE,

RINGING THE

SCENE INTD
Magresl AS/ON
THEOLEH TOMATY S
FIELD SLASSES
LET S JEE WHAT
ITT ALL ABeuT

announcing thelr declaion. Mem- refuse. Cisy Sanitary Eesvice,

Y—Another Aeria.l- My

stery!

By GLENN CHAFFIN
ang WAL FORREST

FLIGHT OF THE

PLANE TONIGHT!
HAVE A LOOK !

W\

THATS SURE GoT .
ME STOPPED--BUT 1L
BET ITS 80T PLENTY
TO GO WITH THE

SOUTHBOUND MAIL

{ CREEK RANGER.
ATATION! WE'RE

more risk of gottlng knocked off
than you will. If your consclence
will allow you, though, to hitch her
ap to Ashwood, go to it! Me, I'd
hata to llve to old age remembering
It it 1 was to do & thing ke that"”

He rose wearlly and turned to-
ward the door. A suddsn gesture
from the deflated littls clergyman
atopped him.

“What about ths llcanse?” ven-
tured the clesgyman weakly,

“I'll take the responsibility for
that,” the other aswured him, “If
yon're golng (o swallow the whole
thing, don't gag at the detalls.”

Mr, Witherington winced,

“Bring the couple to me" he
agreed Nnally, “I prefer 1o moot the
wrath of a criminal rather than the
sorrow of my Maker.”

Btovens, in his dellght, amote the
other on the back with so lusty a
whaek that the |ittle man coughed
palnfully. Then he went for the
bride, bridegroom and  Emory,
whom he had declded should be
bost man,

—_—

Ashiwood looked up from his book
an Mr. Titheriugton, Jerry, and
Nancy, Emory and Stevens trooped
into the living room. For the first
time wmince Jorry had known him
the eripple soemed, for & momant,
to have been caught off guard. In
intultive susplclion of the unexpect-
od, his ayes flanhod from one to the
other of the entering group, as
though to rend (n their minds the
riddls of thelr unusual appearance.

“In this a committes walting npon
ma with a petition?” he bowed. at
laat. “You all bave the gullty ex:
pressions of conaplrators on your
taces,” A moto of Impatienca crept
Into hin volce, “Come. unvell the
myatery,”

Jerry stepped forward and found
that Stoven had unobtrusively
shionlderad hin way to hisslde. Ham-
liton, stnffling his ‘eards abaoently,
was regarding them with Idle cark
naity. Mallory, a highball half-way
to his lips, stood by the center
table gazing at thom In astonlsh:
mont. Martin's whito face, dim in a
corner, was turned thelr way,
Lugel, In an easy chalr, made the
pllat think of & crouching panther.
What was it that had warned them
of n crisla?

"Gentlemen,” Jarry's volce wan
cloar and erlsp. “*May I present my
wife, Mra, Calbount™

Anhiwood quivered aa though he
had Geen alapped. The blood alowly
draltied from hls face untll his
cheoks were as colorless as his halr
He looked nearer fAifty than thirty,
oxcopt for his eyes. They sesmed
to contract, somohow, vntll they
wars mera slith in the parchment of
hls dead-white face,

Lueel rose from hin ehalr, his hot
little eyes an venomous as a enpper
hend's, He took three steps forward
and thon, ms though Impatient to
get his hands upon the man who
had robbed him ot Nancy, he cata
palted forward, hin speed Increans
Ing with every step he took.

Jorry whirled and hraced himself
to meot the attack. His gray eyon
ware as hard as pollshied steel. Hin
mouth was sel In & crooked half-
smlle, The long anticipated confilet
was at hand and he was content Lo
hiave it no.

(Copyright, Dial Press)

Jerry gets the Apht ha wante, tes

marfow, and Ashwyed inquires haw
P;lu:: will ike leaving her nw hus-
ang.

INSURANCE FUNDS
EMBEZZLED, (LA

———

BALEM, Aug. 10—(AP)—Pred M.

Oearin of Donald, In Marlon county,

wias In the county Jail here this
morning following his afrest last

INDIGT MINISTER
IN WIFE'S DEATH

MUSKOGEE, Okla., Aug. 10-—(AP
~The Rev. 8 A Derris wea indicted
today on s charge of murder In

night en charges of beral 7.
000 frotn two flre reliel orghnizas
thons, of whith he was secrelary.

Gearin I8 nccused of diverting 1o
his own use $12.000 from the Farmem
Fire Rallef amocintion of Butteviile
and #5000 from the Hopmen's Fire
Relle! massciition. The diveralons
are alleged to have extended over
& humber of years, He wan expected
to be armalgned today.

Oraves Jowelry ’mmp, one  block
Borth of poatodfice, Fhope 409-W,

otl with the death of hia
first wife,

The B3-year-old miniater waa in-
dicted after a day and & hall of
grand Jury Investigation inta the
alleged poltoning of the first M.
Berrla on last March 21, which was
followed 1n leas than twe monihs by
the minister's marriage to Ida Bess
Berrie, 10-year-old  Bunhday achool
teacher in his church,

- - ——
Fender and body repalring. Prices

right, Brill Sheel Metal Warka,
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SomeTime 1 wur
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By EDWIN ALGER

By SOL HESS

PARTY TONIGHT, 1
WANT YOuL To BE
TOAST-MASTER - ILL GVE «
NOLY A COPY OF M
SPEECH S0 YOULL KNOW

JUST HOW TO INTRODUCE

MARTY, AT Y

TLL SEE THAT
NoU GET A BIG
HAND, KID

LISTEN , BIG BOY, MY INTRODUCTORY

You OVER .1 USED TO

SPEAK AT THE ROTARY CLUB AND WHEN

L GOT UP EVERYBODY WAS SO QUIET THAT

A FERATHER FALLING ON THE FLOOR WOULD
SOUNMD LIKE A PEEL OF THUNDER - THEY

SFEECH WILL P

{Copyright, 1903, by The

WELL , VOO DON'T HAVE TO &Y
MUCH - JUST A FEW WORDS
INTRODUCING ME . YOL KAOW IM GDING

TO MAKE THE SPEECH - DON'T WEAR
'EM ALL CUT AND THEN TURN QVER

S AUDIENCE TO ME Vs

Cos. o 'C‘--I.."'..—. o

YOU SA AN EARFUL, MUTT.)
HE'S A GIFT FROM PAPAL

TELL MG, M'LOVE,
15 He AEEecTionAaTe?

AFECcTIONATE?

iNDecD He 15 HeRs,
BUDDY ! COME DOGGIE -

AND SHow MUTTSICE

‘7“% How To KIS Me! ¢

By BUD FISHER

BRINGING UP FATHER

By George McManus

BOY! THIS STAG PARTY 1S A BIG
SUCCESS, Mow WELL FLED THE
GANG: THEN YOU KN MAKE
YOouR POUTICAL BPELCH AN’
VLL GIT THER PROMITES

TO VOTR FER “You-

ALL HMEAR VT,

S

FINE! BuT |
>

EATS GO
:.-‘i -
Ah

GIT THE

q
/|

' HIT THAT DINNER
GONG 4% LOUD AS
YO KM 5O THEY '_Lj

[~ ol
£ 1AL Lleg Pratuirs bomilipha

1 THE Gasl§ THOUGWT
THAT GONG WU

THE PATROL
WA CON AN THRY
ALL JUMPED OUT
THE WiNDOW




