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BYNOP3IS: Tha wembers of
shwood’s “houts pariy™ whom
4 o Aolding for ransam, are
awakmed by o aoream to find one
o) Ihefr pimber murdered. Sfe-
vens, & detective. Calhoun and
Battles, intercegpied Lefore they
oitackad Aahwood’s (ylmmd, dre
awaiting a chance 10 M? Nanny
Wentworth and the other ¢ap-
tuea

Chapter 23
ON THE BEACH

ENEATH ths washatand in the

far cornsr was a ateel and sl

wer table knife, Its edge still gleam-

ing redly in the Jight, A fow Inches

away lay a wrinkled table napiin,

its coroer and ons edge dranched
with blood.

Stevens stood at the edge of the
washatand, looking down at the ex-
bibits, studying kuife and napkin
intently. Ha llfted the latter very
gingerly, holding It by the edge
with his thomb and forefinger. He
earried it baneath the lght and
stodied 1t inch by inch. Then,
with a depreaned slgk, he handed 1t
to Jerry.

*No use lsokiong tor floger prints
withoot a mieroscops,” be saald re-
gretfully. “Might as well plek up
the knife, too. The bird that dig
Williams In stole the knlfo and the
onpkin at dinner time, wrapped the

handle of the knife In the napkin,

panted the guard. "Throat cut.”

#0 a8 nol to loave any prints. Bet-
ler take care of them, kid, and
we'll look them over In the moro.
Ing. But ! don't bellave wo'll find
anything”

"I'll send for Alfred and mes from
whose place the things wore
atolen,”’ suggestod Ashwood,

“No use,” declared the detooctive
peasimistionlly, "It the tellar wan
amart enough to cover uy hls fin-
gor prints this way, he wouldn't
hare stolen the tools from his own
Dlace. Might ba the best way of
fnding ont who did not do It,
though. The one whoso things
‘were missing Is innocont.”

{ He rovad around the room rest-

Aesaly, his faded eyes examinlog

averything. ‘Then he stealghtened

m looked at Ashwood and shook
head.

“One of thess homlcide experts
could find m lot, maybe, with the
proper (nstruments — microncope,
chemlicals, and such. But I don’t
soe & thing that looks llke a clus
The fibre of this ruk doosn't hold
the Imprint of my own [oet, even,
for more than twothrae seconds
after I step down hard on IL  No
bloody finger marks except those
this poor devil made when he tried
to erawl oft the bed. Clothen
aren't mussed nod no attempt made
&L robbery. Don't see any motire
at all” .

“All rtight, then,” snapped Ash-
wood declslvely. “I'll lock tha door
and have the men cloan np In the

morning.”
The three filed out allently, The
others, Lucel, Mallory, Martin,

Battles and Hamllton, wers astill
atanding wnervously In the hall,
gunrded by the armed and vigilant
Mueller. The cripple locked the
bedroom door, then wheelod about
and faced the others.
“Gentlemon.,” he announced curt-
My, “somecne has Just murdered Mr,
(Willinma, If any of you have heard
Aany susplelous soands this evening,
I wonld lke you to tell me™
There was & ah.ddering gasp
from ons of the llstealng mon, but
all atood there, gazing at Ashwood
a8 though hypaotired. He surveyoed
sach of them in toro. in the order
of thelr noarnoss to the door lead.
ing Inlo the mcenc of thoe tragedy.
Then, amid the deathly silenco
Fhat hung over the strangs tablean,

“Bons, DI Michael's bean croaked,

the wound of running fest was

beard. Something sbout the hastan
ing footateps cansad a chill to ruw
thropgh the |lstoners. It seemad te
come to all, simultancously, tha!
the rapidly approschiog man war
bringing ueaws that would add i
the horror of the night,

Ashwood, hla face ptony, walled
Opw of the guarde, pantiog, racet
down ho corridor. Sesing the
Alrange group. he hoeaitated, hii
eyes darting from ons white face t¢
anothar. Then he blurted out his
news.

"Boss, IM Mlchael's bean croaked.
Throat cut. His gat and all his
ammunition's gona'

Ashwood agaln seanned the face
of each man who atood thers {n the
kalk He studled ench expresaion
noarchingly, lingeringly, as though
he might 1ead the gullt or lonocence
of each fu the breathless ailénce
which bad eoveloped them all like
a fog. Al length, his face showing
no shade of emotlon, he stepped
forward.

"Will you gentlemen kindly go to
your rooms and remaln thera?" His
tone wia Liore a suggestion than a
eommand.

“Heil!" burst out Lucol, hin thce
sontarted, “I'm golog to sit In the
blg room. I'm not golng to have

anyone cresplog in and slitting my
plpes for me"

Tho erlpple studied Lucel's face
thoughtfully.

"You may sult yourselt about ait
ting up,” he acknowladged Indiffer
antly, “but If you do, it will ba in
the safety and the seclusion of your
own room, ! anyone diaturbs your
meditations, you may shout for as-
nlatance, Muellor will stand watch
here In the hall"

Thern was an Instant's silenca
Jerry tensed hls muscles in antlel
pation of a mudden clash. Lucel
glanced at Mallory who, now cold
sober, roturnnd Lhe look moaningly.
The fyor was amazed to note that
tor the moment, st lenst, thess two
wors allles, not enemies, He saw
Mallory's hsavy form gathor Itself
for a spring. Lueel, too, atood on the
balls of hia feot, hls hands opening
and shatting,

Ashwood backed swiftly agalnst
tho wall, his gun pointing  at
Lneel's midrift, Moeller's automatie
covered Mallory. The outalla gunrd
maoved cloas to the gangater, patting
bim deftly in search for a weapon.
The pangster's malovolont eyes
glanced at the armed men, then he
rolaxed apd mibmitted docilely to
the search, Mallory, too, was swift
Iy exnmined. Jorry could weo lne
boads of perapleation upon the tur
bulent stockbroker's brow as, by
ahesr foreo of will, the man galned
control of himself,

*Stovens,” sald Ashwood, at laat,
"I wonder It you wonld sécompany
mo?*

“Sure,” ropllod the dotactive,

“Calboun,” continned the cripple,
“I'd be glad 1t you mnd Battlea
wonld romain hers untll we rotu=n,
You two will pleass leavs your
doora open.”

Mr. Hamilton laughed, an edged
fote of Hystoria In his voles. Ha
wont Into his room, balted the door,
but the sound of his ahrill langhter
wan still audible. One after an
other the othors turned away ta
follow: the cripple’s instruetions,
Ashwood, Stavens mnd the guards
wera 1aft alone in the hall,

Wordlessly, the detective, tha
eripple and the outsida guard
walked to the bheach whers, bathed
in the stealy glare of the moon, lay
A huddled, distorted Ngure. A ghast
Iy black smear merons his throat
told of the manner of his death.

(Copyright, Dial Presa)

Axhwood lnﬁl;eno wsearch for

elues tomarrow, and Ashwood tells
his theeries of crime,

- REGIONAL CREDIT
L CORPORATIONFOR
- PORTLAND ASKED

PORTLAND, Ore., Aug. B. — (1) —
request that a reglonal agriculiu-
credit corporation be establishod
n Portland with & pald up capliial
! ‘of $5.000000, was forwarded to the
‘. reconstruption  finance  corparation
| : & group of Portland buste
Provislons for sueh eor-
] F Are mads in the emargency
| ‘and constrietion aot, and 1onfs
" Mo and stockmen for agricil.
~fursl purposas are provided for,
- 0 redbcount privilegss to which
y & SoTparalion would be em-
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titled, those pponsoring the move
sald, would make possibile the financ.
ing of farm and lvestock operators
In Montana, Idabt, Washington and
Oregon, nll thesa states being In-
cluded in the 12tk federnl land bank
disriot,

Amoiig Loose sponsoring the pros
posal are J. C. Alruworth, chilrman
af the board, United Sintos National
Hank: Kenneth D, Dawsan, president
Blates Bteamahip company; Donald
J, Bterling, managing editor Oregon
Journal; Paul & Dick, preaident
United Btutes Nutlonsl bank; ¢, P,
Adims, chalrman of Soard, First Na-
tlonnl Bank: R B, McXaughton,
preaident Mst Naliinal NDank, snad
W. B D Dodson, macager Portland
chamber of rommerce

They expect ihat I & unit with
an Inttial caplinl of #3.000000 8
Rijooated to Portland, discoutts probs
ably will ba contifind to a aum equal
1o alx Mlnes the eaplial of the cor-

NIPPONS ACCUSE
CHANG OF PLOTS 25

Chang Halno«Likng, Chincse war lord,
Was acritsed In A atatement lanued by
the war office today of Im:lu-t‘.nal
| the current wave of handits 1o sotith
Manchuris,

anid

Thoe atatement

to lead
Jipan,

TOKYD, Japan., Aug. 8—(AP)—|

“If Chang Halao-Lisng continuss atarted operations,

fomsnting these plots and dlsorders,”
the statement,
quences may develop resulting in the
ruin of Chang's fsction.”

charged  Chang .
organizing  antl-
Japanse wvolunteers, supplying them

he volunteors sgalnst

Two Japaness cruisers and sevaral
destrayers are lying off Yihgkow, and
| the army s roncenteating alreraft for | AnBounced t
use spsinst the guerrillans

| Wonttir—Weatern

SAYS KIDNAPERS
SHOT OMAHA AN

OMAHA.
County At

“grave conse-

Aug. A—(AP)=—
¢ Henry Beal today
John Toth,
| convict who w ret

| Milwatikes yestarday, has confesaed
mill | that ke was a o her of & Kidnap-

ing gang thet kllled Harry Lapldus,

Iumber

‘"f ®E-ita full valus, but alad so far every- )
nad Lere Irom | ining Ne hins told them could be |BF Ch
in Ban Prancisco the latter pars of |er, was
this month to begin an lmva‘utﬂ-“»o’-‘-ll!'-‘
tion into the official conduct of Fed= himaelf,

prominent Omaha business man u:d.l
palitician, Derember I3, |

Bes! sald Toth sdvised him that
Lapilus, a persons) friend of Attor-
ney Goneral C. A. Borepson: of Ne-
braska, was shot to death in his au-
tomsblle because he telised to be
kidnapsd. Toth pamed the other
member of the gang, four men and &
woman, Hesl said,

Pollce and county officlals wers
CAULIOUS in accepling Toth's atory at

| houss

checked has proved to be correct.
— -
Hood River—Jall under repairn.

FEOERAL UDGE
10 FACE PROBE

WASHINGTON. Aug.
Judiciary subcommitice headed
isirman Summers wil convene Maurer, internationally known p

the porthern district of California,
The Investigation was ordered by
|the house in & tesalution based on
jeharges made asgalnat the fsderal
| fudge in connection with receives-
ship CHBER,
| The San Francisco Bar association
|and the Barristers' club of S8an Fran-
|clsro have volunteered thelr nssist.
|nce In the inguiry.

¥

5—(AP)—A
5—{Am—Alfred
ainte
foud dead in his sapartment
He npparently hnd hanged

NEW YORK, Aug.

TAILSPIN TOMMY—Looking For Evidence!

Hy GLENN CHAFFIN
and HAL FORBEST

IOULD YoU (MIND
TELLING ™ME wHY
YOU'RE PLAYING
A LONE HAND
N TRYING To
CLY! HIS o
NSTERYL —2

L1 OF A

S

A POSSE.

Y | DIDN'T HAVE TIME TO
CONVINCE ANYRODY
THAT MY THEORY WAS

FWORTH THE EXPEMNSE

BIG CIAN HUNT-

7 AND |TS EASIER FOR

SRl ONE=OR TWO—-TO

/. SLIP UP ON THE

BANDITS THAN IT
¥ LWOULD BE FOR

THAT'S REASONABLE--
N-DU? ABSUMING
YOU'RE RIGHT

THERE ARE ONLY Two

PASS AND
MESQUITE
GULCH,

HIDE ITS
TRACKS -
WHICH PAS3

1S5 THE y

THIS 1S LICK CREEKC--

WAYS THAT THE THEY DUST | |ES QUITE DAM

GANDITS ouLe HAVE A 16 FNE (ILES 3’5-“";2

BRING A HE TRUCK-AND Saca

TRUCK INTO THIS L THEY A RETREAT FOLLOWING
SECT(ON--LICK CREEK & COULON'T THROUGH HERE || 4 @ies-oM

—cm
| DONT EITHER,

2 TIIATY

DO A LITILE
WORK WITH

N/

S’'MATTER POP—Someone Else Said It For Pop

Akd Hen HaT
LooHweDd So
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By C. M. PAYNE

il

< THRo vsH—
TALKING fT-’L.E.hSE.——
'

-
e 0;

&
M e
efuto el
o o

hil?
“fr..o's'f
£

'PC;'P b
%

F
LTS

)

(i

GREWLED DMOE OR
FNICE ; BOT L

HEY. 3om'nazra'. HERES §
Amcgseg ™ y
1T C q_ en
NET 1T MUST HA
EEN PU'T HERE
LAST MIGHT T

*PLEASE EXCLSE ME FOR
LISTENIMNG TGO YOULR TA)
LAST P:IJGH‘\'; TOLR BF o n
REALLY |12 GONE--"BIG ‘F.ET

= AILED AWMAY m&g YES Egmv
MORFING == YOLY, S0 RMEAR
THE TREASLRE THOLGH . 7
MIGHT A WELL, GEE( T BEFORE
GOING BACK -~ YOLU ¢ WD
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MORNING,
FAR LADY /7

J TO ENERYBODY IN THIS HOTEL
CELEBRATING Y NOMINATION

FOR SENATOR . REMEMBERING Joiru R T

THAT I'M A HOTEL MAN AND IR 7S 2

THAT ¥M LIFTING THEM OUT

CE YOUR. DINING ROOM \WHERE

THEY HAVE ALREADY FAID FOR

THROW TOGETHER
A FAIRLY DECENT

DOLLARS INCLUDING
CISGARETTES AND

FOR OME BUCK YOU SHOULD PURMISH fif

LOBSTER, SQUAB, DESSERT AMD

ORCHID SALAD AND BLESS,
JHE DAY 1 CAME TO YOu.

THE NEBBS—Celebrating Too Soon? By SOL HESS
T A T R At 3 pira—— 7 - [
. T & T 7L WANT D GIVE A DINNER WELL,1 AN TWO BUCKST _IN THESE TTMES? '

By BUD FISHER

WHATCHA
GIGGLING ABOUT;

SToRY. IT'S A SCREAM.

L JUST HEARD A Wow Y
of A CONTRACT BRIDGE

I CERTAIMNLY
EMNloY A Goob
BRIDGE STORY.

PRoceeDd,
7

AND IKELLYS weke
PLAYING - AND MRS,
Cotleay WAS THE DUMMY .
MUT T- THIS 1S A RIOT.
STOP ME \F you've

2 HEARD IT.

IT SEEMS THE CoHens

I AINT
STOPPING
You, Go onN)
WiTH T™e

T WASE M=M=~ LET ME

WELL, IT SEEMS mu\m

REVOKED AND MRS, COHar
SAID SOMETHING= AND IKELLY

: MADG A SNAPPY WSE CRACK=—
STORY ! 7 | BuT T'VE FORGITTEN WHAT [
—

r ol
reeiy, '

(827 2l
[ .

R t] ;-.... Mot Bug U & Py Ofry

»
eral Judge Harold O, Louderback of

1’0 8OING TO | | 74E-LISF | 1

LETS GIT A
PAPER AN SEE
WHAT v T SAYD

I| MIAE LOTTA VOTHLS 1S
DOWN AT THE BEACKH

4 SHE DONT SEEM TO 86
PRy in SaCs ‘\1’Ti'~u‘h¢9

THE BLECTION

porstion, making svallable s fund
of 83000000 1o agricuitural acd

etockmen of \be four states.

WELL, Vam

LOCK LOOKIN
AT

TrATL "

VAT THEY S ANy
FPRINTED N THE PAPER.

By George McManus

|




