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by Fustlace I, Adama.

AYNOPEIS: Jerry Calhuys, whko
has been Uralling Limpy Ash-
wood's gang of kidnapers, arrives
at ‘lh\r s falamd Madgwrtrn
Aoping o be believed o rosinway.
He has fown (o a nearby island
itk a defective and o friend.
Ashwood {8 holding  prisoner
\ancy Waitworth, abducied over

difensa, and flve man.

Chapter 17
HORNET'S NEST

VE besn reading the nawmpa
pers, Mr.—but you haven't is-
troduced yourself,” sald Jerry,

“How peglecttul of me" apolo
glzad the eripple, “I am ealled
Eimpy Astiwood.™

“Borry,” Jerry shook hls head
thoughtfully. “That doesn't mean
s thing to me. But, as I started to
explalp, 1 do read the newspapers
abd I'm afrafd that ['ve stumbled
{nto a hornet's nest. There are a
1ot of pacple in this conntry who
would Hice to ba fntroduced to Miss
Wentworth and Osesshot Luoel,
right now "

“Then I'm sure you'll under
stand,” murmured Ashwood suave-
Iy, “why you may as well asttle
down to become a member in good
standing of our littls bouseparty.”

Jorry grinned ruefully and nod-
ded. Then he patted his dripping
clothes sugzestively,

“A thousand pardonel" ex
clnimed the eripple. “Alfred, show
Mr. Psabody to his room {nstantly.
Wa'll complete the Introduciions at
your convenlence

The first obligae ahaft of morn
ing sunlight soapped Jerry out of a
sound night's sleep, For a mo
ment he gazed In bewllderment
around the plain, comforiably fur
nished room. Then, with » wide
grin of antlelpatory excitoment, he
Isaped out of bed and strode to the
window. Tha Gulf of Mexlco was
an {nfinitely wvast lake of molten
allver, shimmering under the eloud
less sky. Anothor hot day was In
dicatsd for not tho allghtest whis
por of wind rippled the surface of
the water, Tho palma leaned thia
way and that as though discour
aged and wesry, Thelr leaves wore
dry, browning at the tips,

No wonder, thought Jarry, thess
paople were uustrung and ready to
leap for one another’s throats at
the fAlcker of an eyelld. Never,
evan during those lnst hectie daya
at the fiont when pilots came in
from patrol cursing at the topa of
thelr volees, had he known auch
nervous lension,

All svening, ns the “guests” had
sal about the llving room he had
expected to witness a riotous out
broak among the fidgeting taut-
nerved men., Lueel apd Mallory,
their puffad and hrulsed faces cov.
ered with bandages, regarding each
othar wtlh malavolent eyes, gresdy
for an opportunity to flnlsh the
struggle of the evening before
Those two atrange, silont men,
Martin and Willlams, gnzing stead
fastly at Miss Wentforth with ex
preasions (o thelr sombre eyon
which cansad the fiver to wateh
khem more closoly than he did the
pthers. Lucel and Mallory, what
sver they may have hesn befors
voming to the Inland, wore now
pavages, knowing it and not can
Ing, But what damage the heat
and the unnatural atmosphers of
the place had done to Mariln and
Willlams was not so evldont. Thay
would bear quist watching.

That devil, Ashwood, had
lounged in hia chalsa longue, play-
Ing upon thelr nerves as an orgal-
st manipulates his banks of keys.
A dogen times durlng the hot, In
terminabla evoning, Jorry had
tensed hls muscles, expocting the
victims of the cripple's thrusts to
break into a murderous frenzy and
ran amuck.  But always, at the
vory Inst lostaot before an ont
break, Ashwood would smooth the
other's rufMed nerves and turn his
attention to the next. Only two of
all those who had dwelt In that
houes for many dayx seemod un.
moved by his vorbal efforts to
arouss thelr anger. Hamlllon, eon-
estitrating upon his  everlasting
solltaire, answered the cripple's
quips carelessly, seeming to regard
them as only alightly Irritating in-
terruptionn to ths vastly mors im
portant busiuess of placing one
eard upon another. And Nuncy
somehow camé through the avenlng
unscathed, Ashwood's aallles in
Rar direction did ot eut to the
raw. They were kinder, perhaps.
At any rate, the girl hold her owr

thout great diMealty.

Jorry hnd not sought an oppor
tunity tn expinin his presence to

At dloner, he had surprised
‘l» studying his faco thounhtrully
And, moeting hor eyo, had seen hor
m- bar head ever ac slightlr,
then look away., Ho he knew that
ahe recognized him and was warn.

log him to make no sp
betray him,

It wasd with much regret that he
gave up hope of drawlng her aslde
for a fow moments conversatlon be
fare Emory and Stevens precipl
tated & battle royal. She conld
have told him how many gusrde
putrolled the héach, how many ma
chinae guna could be expectad to
opoen fire upon the alrplans and
whare, perbaps, would be the moet
lkaly plags for bim to start & row
to take the defenders' attention
away from the approaching mono
plane.

Hea know, of a cortalnty, that the
extraordinary Ashwood did not be
eve his ingenuous story of belng
cast away upon the neighboring
Island.

He 4ld not underestimate, In
the least, the difMonltiea before
bim, Ashwood would be warned
by his susplelous visit mnd wounld
undoubtediy see that his guards
did not relax thelr vigllance. This
Ashwood was no heavy-fisted mo-
ron; he was (nfinltely more dan-
EArous As an enemy.

Jorry knew that the most prac
tical plan would ba to find some
way ko slgoal bis frlends to iy to
the nearest town and socura ade
quate anslutance from the authorl
ties. Bul, bhelng young, reckless
and headstrong, he resolutely
pushod the convietlon away.

Buddenly he stiffened in alarm,
The familiar bark of a powerfnl
motor beat into his ears, It
throbblng roar mounted as it re-
sponded to sn ndvancing throttle
until the entire house Ecemed to
vibrate, ‘Then, dylug down, It
popped and back-fired unsvenly.

Jerry'a ficat Impulse was to rush
to tha porch to nignal to tha allver-
winged monoplane, But after the
firat Instant of Indeclslon, he real
izad that he wna llstening to Ash-
wood's amphiblan [n her hangar
ot tho Inlet. He dressed hastily
and burried out Into the fragrant
morting alr just in tima to ses the
odd-shaped plane tax) slowly to Lhe
channel and take off townrd the
south. He stood on the poreh, his
hands clenching the rall, watehing
the amphiblan's rising fAlght

What & fool he had been to un-
dorestimate Ashwood's shrewdness
and not to know that ho would
make an effort to check up on hile
story! 1f the amphiblan continued
on her present courss for five min.
uted her crow could not fall to nee
the monaplane, whoas hright rvinzs
would loom up in the sand like an
alr marker thougltfully placed
there to draw attentlon to the spot.

The white-conted steward ap
peared at Jerry's slde wnd bowed
elvilly.

“Mr, Ashwood's compliments,
sir, and will the gentleman kindly
Joln him at breakfast?*

Jorry healtated. Ha wished to
wiltah the course of the amphiblan
But the steward walted ss though
ho expected the summons to be
oheyed Immediately, so the pliot
nodded reluctantly and entered the
house,

In the long, dim dining room,
Ashwood nwalted him, cool and im-
maculnte In & sult of Clilness pons
goe, The Ilarge table, sot with
places for two, waa coversd with
napory of magnificont damask.

“Good morning, Mr,~ah—Pea.
body,"” smiled tha erippla. “It fs
a0 good of you to joln me. Our
other guesats will presently have
thelr breakfasts In their rooms and
1 dinllke eating alone.”

Jorry mcknowledged the greoting
absentmindedly, Ho was listening
tor tho faint whisper of the am.
phibian's engine., Had it stopted
suddenly or had it dwindled {nto
sllence In the dlstance?

Tha wsoft-footed stewird placed
an leed grapetrult before hilm. He
tound that desplte his dlsquiet of
mind, he had not lost his appetite.

“Nlca place you have lers,” he
obsarved politely,

“lan't 1t? 1 conpratulate myselt
opon A happy thought when I pur
chened this house In sections and
had it napembiod hers after my
plana. The guests inhabit ths
wost wing vwhich leads off the liv
ing room. My rather large stalt
uses the east wing and some Iive
ing quasters over the hangar-boat
house.  An  admirable sarrange.
mant.*

Jerry grioned  whole-hoeartedly.
Thare wan aomething In the norve
aad the {magination of the fellow
that was very appealing.

“Mr. Poabody,” sald tha other
unaxpaciedly, “wors you ever in
ths Alr Sorvice.”

‘“Yoo,* admitted Jerry ateadily,
||\vh’.?r|

"Did you, perchancs, know Cap
tain Jerry Calhoun?™
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i nr-r tra mu. oF ean be s
suceesafully ! He receives a sarlous
warnino. tomerraw.
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OUST DISBURSER
AS FUNDS SHRINK

PORTLAND, July 20—~{—Becaise
the fund for tha care of Indigent
soldlers in Multnomah county la ex-
hlullld.ot‘huu s mo nesd for & dise
buming offioer,

This was the conclision of the
oolnty ocommisdoners Wednosiay,
and they removed A. P, Oom, who
had held the poat miore than five
years, Misa Lucy Lillle, wecretary of
the office, lkowise will he removed,
bolh affeciive August 8,

Removal of the dlsburing office
will mean tranafer of some KIG0 a
month In sslaries and $50 a month

(Exponses, to the Mled Crome, which
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diers.  About #T4.000 was provided
far such aoldiers this year.

Lake Rim Road
Open for Autos

The rim tosd mround Crater lake
Is open, according ta announcemeat

mads hete today by gussts returming
from the scenle wonder. The road
was opened yedierday and L nlrrmlr]
being tmaveled by numerous Fuoats, |
It woa atated at the [oeal bureau
for reglsttation of out-of-state autos,
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Keap your akin soft and tovely, U
Coty Hand Lotion, 81 bottle spectal
BDa HMeath's Drug Store,

— e e
When you shop st the Croceterla |
park your car At the Croceteria |
anehag lob, 137 No. Central.

-_——r— |
Dance at Lake Creek Omnpge hall
Satitrdny, July 30, Cood misie,

e
Body fir In d-tler lota at BLIS
Medford Fuel Co. Tel. @il

PACELLENT PROCRAM |

ENIOYED AT SESSION 1 o

Medford. readings

e
n, Lll‘4 Ssulaberry: solt numbens ,,.,lu:.f'; sale which
|the mualcal saw by Willlam Vimons | afactory
of Bams Valley; vneal numbers by |iTessury. This commitiee

Piorence Msy Severance; saxophone | Biog eevesal

Johnaon of

obligato by Dr. Johnson.

Jacksonville Grange held rea'u-uleru:ce piayed the plano mccompani- prodiy
menta for the musical numbers, and
laatly, Webh Clark of Medford enler-[c:ub enjoyed to

social mesting July 23, with a more
than avernge attendance. Patrons ap-
preciatod the efforta of the new lece

alned wit clever

-unr. Miss Ruth Severance, in pro- | stunts
viding an excellent program, and are ! ing of
.n-ok M forward to the naxt one, Au- | lemon

and tricks, the mast nu.pl.l-!m ing
these being the handing of a
to Charles Hoover. Chester
Wendt, maatér, expressed his appre-
ciation of the program and
who helped with it
Ways and means comm
netted & very sat-

Iitee
| ters.
for the Grlum'
is plans

uther benefit affairs|
Ruth &v,-wh ch are to combine plessurs and |

amount

will

Poter

Members of the home economics
the fullest extent

. Anns Wandt
attending
were Invited to
to ihose | where the)

cake and leed tea. A brief
held a | WMA held o take care of :o.:t'n mat

Next meeting will be 'm!d at the
home of Mrs. Fl
act as joint
Pick.
uied for August 10

ool
OREGON CITY. — Pinal plans o7

| proposed prstoftice bullding sent to
aleight-of-hand | the thoater party at the Molly thea- Washington, D. C., for approval.

-‘-mr.mda.; afternoon with
as hoatess. After
the masinee the guesta
Mrs, Wendt's homa
werp sarved lca cream,
meeting

N

Beverance, who
hostess with Mrs,
This meeting la sched-

SILVERTON SLAYER

GUILTY PlEA

SALEM, Ore. July 28 —(AF)—Rob- | m
ert Ripley, on trial here for the mur-
der of James Iverson, Bllverion night
watchman, on May 1, 1631, this noon |
entersd & ples of gullty to first de- |
gres murder,

His trial was staried

Tuuday and several

siate had already
Ripley will be senten ed Saturday

and It was reporied Do W i1l be given

a lfe term.

Dupree Poe, cand

gree LU

safilenoed

esses for the
WAL

joted of first de-
¢ Eame sase, Wiy
1 by Judge
The jury

> —
Call Lottie Howaro, Hep. Investors
Byndicate, 1388-L.
s
Broken windows glazed by Trow-
pridge Cabloet Works

TAILSPIN TOMMY—Skeeter M-ak-en a Discovery

EETTING
ALONG FINE ,
{ BUT HES ASIEEP.
DON'T WORRY
ABOUT HIM WAKING
fi/’ UP AND EINING
AWAY ANY SECRETS.
WHEN HE'S ABLE TO
Jmomy TALK 1'LL SEND
'k FOR You.

lso HOhE AND 60 TO
BED AND FORGET
ABOUT IT! vou
LOOK LIKE You'D
BEEN THROUEM

A WAR, MY

/Awu i n OKAY,

HERB =3 Au. RKH‘I’
VLL LAM OUT FOR.
Y DomICILE !

By (LENN CHAFFIN
snd HAL FOREEST

DERN ME ;.r 1 WOULON'T SIVE

O AN Hﬁ‘; WﬁJ
&

NSOME LINE OrYy THAS G‘WS?' WP
-QJ‘CM&'I; 8Ur Iry 'mo SANY

A PLENTY T
6'07 R !Ms' FLEEVE !

FOR Y MOODLE 'y

N HOUR LATER
/N THE
APARTMIENT

MHE SHM{S wWITH

THERE SHE /3-JLET AS
JI/RE AS SHoorN . TOM'S

7 DOPED TO A GNATS

&0
MH/SA.‘EJQ" / SOFTA F/ND

EPEED RISHT Vo'

By C. M. PAYNE

TiL Tare
A PiIECE. OF

YA ASHETD .‘
ME, DIDNT
a7

~/A ASHED /

THIS QDFIE '46 ToLy
GOIrd' , BEMN -
SEEME T GO
LPTO THIS F'O\MT TOO--,
NSRS S
f T

LIP \
WOrT REACH THE
ROCK LUMNTIL DARW -~

GIVIN LS
c‘\'\oms ‘

wou ARE NOW
it THE MIDDLE
oF THE DARY

—yEER
lunnl.i: ROES

THE NEBBS—A Convincing Argument

By SOL HESS

MEET “OU FOR e

b DWINER _BUT WO =
DRESS CLOTHES OR
HAMGINMG AROUND

THAT DANCE FLOOR -
WE'LL SMORE OUR

CIGARS IN THEWIDE S

OFEN SPOCES 4

129

BOY,
TALI-«MG- MY
MIND —JUST STEAL-
NS MY THOUSMTS

AWAN FROM ME

T NOURE OUT PLAYING
GOLE WITH YOUR LITTL

YOURE

}-n-l.n-r CRAB OF A WIFE
OF HIs O ME _HER
SAME OF BRIDGE IS
THE WORST 1 EVER \agess
MET AMD THEN SHE TLL
FINDS FAULT WITH

1 DIDNT SADDLE HER ON
oL
PAL AND YOU SADDLE JHER, STANY AVUDYN FROM HER
—IF SHE uSISTS O BEING
\.m“n-{ O O ACLONIT OF
NOUR SWEET!

IF YO DON'T LIKE

MAGNETIC,

TIBLE £17) JCOMPANIONSHIP T
BUY w2 YOU . A PISTOL . et
AND YOU
i HoOT H
i s
o o / -
= /! &)

NOW DOMTG\ET
FRESH WITH ME
I'™M B0ING HOME o
NOUVE LEFT ME S0

ARE BEGINMNING

1 By T Bell &

WELL, IT WAS YOU THAT
WANTED TO COME DOVWUN
HERE _YOU NEEDED A

\CHANGE OF SCENERY AND

ALONE THAT PECALE |I'M TRVIMG TO SNE IT TO

~OL EEC.C\UEE LM ONE OF TUE]

» BIGGEST SLENES
IN YOUR PLaY OF

o A

Cach Soss

yodicass, foe) Trady Mark g U,
—e te) Trads Mark Rag U, 8. Pt Ofs

By BUD FISHER

BUT MUTT, You, 66T SEVENTY
BUCKS A MONTH Peusion
FRoM THE GOVERMMENT «
How Do You SPEnD Youlk

ABouT THIRTY PER canT
FoR PoolL - FORTY PER
CenT FoR Foob -
TWeNTY PER cenT

CENT

“AND THIRTY PeER

Folz SmMokcs

By George McManus

NGG YOURE 4B G000
AS CLECTED 1 JUST PUT
A POATER OF YOU ™

THL WINGOW. COME AN
HANE A LOQK AT T
EVERY ONE VS FER

WO LD PAL

WELL ,TIM!

MOV 1S ME

CamPAIGN FER
Lruwoq Gw‘r-'u

il by [ DONT mrow )
et B | ONE SERSON
| =] WD AT Coun
J =3 i.‘fn\.o’ru VER %
THATS | NOUSE
% GRAND '\ i) "—’r-‘-
i r — | P ol
e .
[J n*

=

8y doLuy?
SoOMEBODY
DOESNT

[ 50?‘1"’ BQD‘Y" }
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