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EYNOPRIR: Nitty Frew has
raced ‘across counfry to Aer huy-
bond (lar who hoa bean Adfured
i an astomobiile croak,  Ske ‘Aad
r ridpaweater nlier a

warrel with Gar, hut ehe forgets
' 1'""“' in Maryge Croshy wnd
ha fovish -tp!m!llf. 1 her W\rrr,
{!'r: td, Gar's holf-brother, meels
"

Chapter 36
A MASK STRIPPED OFF
DA\'ID put his arm aroind her
shoulder, “Gar's all right, Kit-
Ly, he sald qulekly. “He's con
scious this morning, He ptruck on
his head but the X-ray showed
there was no fractura of the akull,
Hin ahoulder's amashed up and his
ankle's hroken but—"

“David, 1 want to go to him at
pnee!"

“Of coursn,” David mnawered
quietly, He directed & rodeap to
earry her baggage. He kept hin
arm through hers, stepdying her an
he lod her through the station to
the taxl atund. He put her into &
taxl and ant down bheside hor, thk:
ing her hand and holding 1t tight
in his. The fingers ef her hand In
hin tightened convulaively,

“David, wn were angry with ono
another whott | wont away! | sald
horrible thioge, Davld, Il never
torget them, 1 told him [ wasn't
coming back from Bridgewater,
that It was all n mistake, & bad
business, Just as you'd sald. Yau
didn't have any right to say that Lo
me, Dayid, for me to ramaembor, to
any It ta Gar!" 8he dragged hor
band from his hold, she leaned
AWAY from' him, toars streaming
down her face, “If ha dies bafore
1 have a chanco to tell him that |
didn't mean that—"

“You ocan tell him, He lsn't go-
ing to die," Davld retorted grimly,

“I falled him,” Kitty sdded, mis
srably, “just when he nesded me
monl."'

David offered no comment, They
rode Io allence untll the ear turned
into the drive of the hospltal
gromnds. Ha touched Kitty's arm
an shis hurriod ahead,

“Thore are some regulations, yon
know."

A,

She tiptood out of the room,
lonving Kitty alone with Gar.

Tha room was very quiet excopt
for the drip ol the raln coteide.
Kitty relaxed In her chalr, It seem-
od an oterilty since thit moment
her father had tirned from the tele

phono, calling her. “Winton wants
you, Kitty," Sally had been thera
with her, and ler mother. Thay'd
hean lpoking at the bridesmald's
draes, Intghing, talking, And then:
“Gar has bean burt fn an auto-
mohile accldent. Can you eatch
a trafn to-nlght?" David, talking,
The burry, the concarned faces ot
her tather aod mother, Phil sayiog
he'd drive hor over to Albeny, and
then the endloss hourn of the night.
the torturp of uncertainty,

YOh, Gar!" Sha put her hands oul
to him lo an expreasive lttle gon-
ture of longing,

Every word of that night's quar
rol came back to her, to fay ber,
She'd gonded him (o say things he
didn't mean; she sild things ahe
dldn't mean. They'd Inmulted one
another, bhurt one auother, He'd
flung himself oot of the house wnd
abe'd locked the door of the bod-
room. Aud the next day ale'd gone
lo Bridgewatar without sealng him,

"Ths ropm next In empty, Mrs,
Frew, Why don't you take s nap?
'l eall you when be wakens.” The
nuran hnd pome In,

"I know how you feel,” ahe went
on, In her hall-whisper, “But ho's
all vight und you don't want to be
slgk yourselfl. When bo's letter
ha's going to bo mwlul fusay—iis
shoulder and ankie, you see'”

Reluctantly Kltty slelded and lat
tha nirse tnks her to the ndjolning
room, [t wan eool and white and
qulot; though aho thought nhe eould
not aleap, In & fow uinutos she was
nleapiug on the narrow bed,

She wakened, bewlldered for a

t'by her surroundi She'd
been dreaming of Bally. Why, te
marrow was Bally's weddiog darl
Bha must go to Bridgowater, talk to
Sally about taklng things so seri-
DUAly—

Then, fully ardusy, she sprang
out of bod, alarmed. THAt nurse

hould have called her! Porhaps

To Kitky 1t d ap
interval of wtupld gmestionlng and
answering befors sha was ndmitied
to the room whera Gar lay. Why,
ahn wae hin wile!

David laft her at the door of the
room, Bhe did not know it; she
‘had forgotien«hin sxistence. She
|maw only Gar's dark lead agninat
iil:: fat plllow of tha high hospital

"Gar!™

And then a tall figurs cime be-
[Atween her and Gar. Bbe faced Mra.
Kraw,

“You cannot disturh him now,”
Mita, Frow sald In a low cold tone.
“"Who let you In? You must go
Rway.

Kilty stood, balked, For n mo:
munt she saw the older woman's
tacs atripped of Ith mnsk; hatred,
consuming fealouny, trlumph was
on L. Bhe (altersd before It, drew
back a little uncertainly; frlghtened,
And seolng that, Mra. Frew smiled.

“Kitty!" It wan Gar, calling Iin
a4 baltmoan, Kitty punlied Mrs,
Frow roughly out of bher way. She
droppod at the side of the bed, put
her cheok ngalnst Gar's hand where
1t iay on the white sheat.

"Gar, darling, It's Kiity, I'm
here."

“l \hought yos wouldn't comat™
Ho drow a frettul sigh. Iis fngers
moved, caught In her balr, feebly
atroked 1L

"L came ma far sa 1 could, dar
ling."

“You won't go, swsst? You won't
£o now?"

“No, Gar”

fiho heard & rustiiog of skirts,
whispsring, a door chosing and gave
B0 heed. _

“You musto’t ot blm ek, Mrs,
Frew," u competent, tlsadly volee
mald over her ahanlder mnd slie nod-
ded hor head, Aa if she didn't know
that Gay must be kopt rery quiet!

When a dottor came In the room
aho rose to heg feet and moved to
the wipdaw but sha dld not take
bor eyea from Gar,

“Dolng very nieely. was the doo-
tor's verdiet. Ha looked at Kiuy
and nmiled.

“He'll gol along fasl, now that
you're lere”

It ssemied to sstablish her right
in tho ropm, The anrse canceded it
ta har with a sympathatic fook.

"Wa wera preity worrled thia
time yentarday," ahe whispered to
Kitty, “We dldn't khow, you see—
You were oul of town?® He ealled
for yom. fArst minnte ho knew any.
thing "

Kittr had gone to the bad agnin,
kaelt Liyers, her hand holding Gar's,
Tha nuexe pushad & chalr op to
Mo Ledalde,

“Yoo might s wall be comfort. !
hle, Xen, Frew. You ean ring it !
Wy Tesd me. THAUS the hell® |

Gar noedod her, Bhe rusbed ont
Into tho corridor and there stopped
short, fhcing Carol,

"Gar?" sho naked, frightened,

Carol shrugged her slioulders,
“0Oh, | gueas he's all right, | don't
know—" Sho was moving toward a
door aeross trom Gar's, Ier man:
ner snld plainly that her presence
here had nothing to do with Gar,
Bhe wan carrying a long box of flow.
ars In her arms.

"L supposs you know Marge Cros
biy's gonei"

Anil with that ale oponed the
door she sought and elosed it softly

| behilnd her,

Panl SBomornet—naho'd gons in to
him, of coiirse, The brief lines ahe
had road In e paper, evushod In
hor fAngers, came back to Kitty.
The exultation that had edged Car
ol'n yolce struck hor with slekoning
meaning. Carol expocted that she,
too, must rajolce at Marge's going!
The old fear assniiod her as she
opened Gar'a door,

The nurno was carefully pulting
a plllow under Gar's head and he
was muttering crosaly under her
minliteations. But when ha saw
Kitty hle fheo eloared,

"L told Wim It was A shame to
wakeo you up, Mra. Frew, you wers
wloeping wo soundly, [ poeked in,
And he almoat took my head off—"

“Can he talk now?"

"A little. Bub yeu mustn't lot him
get exilled or move around. You
nen they haven't got his shonlder in
a cast yoi. Tomorrow, mayvbe. |
tell blm ho's o Tot luckier than thai
othor poor fellow they brought in
with Kim—"

But. KIy's arms  bhad alipped
arvund Gari her face was mgalnst
his, Nelther of them heard what
the nurae said, or cared. She went
out

"Kitty, you haven't—told me~*

"1 love you, Gar, and more to
morrow and mors the next day—"

“Kitty, I dldn't moan—ths othe
night.*”

"I know, Gar, 1 Xnow you didn't
| didn't, either. 1| hate mysell for
what | safd."

"T don't stippose 1t would make
mo any worne If you Kissed me, the
way—*

Bha put her Npw on his. Her
closed eyes warn agalnst his, tholr
hroathing was onn,

"Gee, KIt, whitt If 1t had knocked
me out®™

“Hut it didu, O Just yow
shinildar and yonr ankle—*

"What At | had never scen ron
agnin? KiL you'sa go! to boliove
me, all the tima | never cared s
hang for anyoss but you—"

(Curyrkaht. Jave ANSHINY
Mrs, Fraw Lo ta regain gam.
tral of Gar, in the rawt Inslaliment

and Carel takes » bold wiep tewerd
freedam,
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BOUND TO WIN—A Disagreement
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PUMPER ! 1T RECKONED
HE'D COME SrooPita‘
ARCLMNG THINKIN' HE
COLLD PUMP LS ==
AETER A BIT, THOLGH ,
1 FIGLREED HE WAS

1IN HAVAR A

1D LIKE TO THINK THAT,
JOMNATHAMN , BUT 1 DOMNT-~1
oF g

CNE QI.?EEF"\DM AFTER
ANOTHER~-BEFORE HE LEFT
HE PRACTICALLY FIRED 1T SO
THAT HED SEE MORE OF 1S

[
MEYBE HE'S
JUST SORTO!
FRIEMNDLY

OH ; COME oW/
L.
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THE NEBBS—The District Attorney
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