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Chapter 28
DOES A PRINCESS EAT?

ITTY put the Incldent of the

orehids out of her mind. Marge
wore them often; any ans of a num-
ber of admirers might have sent
thom to her. “And, anyway, what
1t Oar 14T ghe aaked of horself,
feeling very tolerant and under-

etanding.

Christmas occupled her Hme and

thought

In n huresw drawer she had hid.
den hor gift for Gar, It wan o
erayon aketeh of n Now York anky-
line. “Granite Mountains,” Kitty
bad thought when sho frat saw ft,
and the rising peaks had made hor
think of the Panther range st dusk,

Gar would think that, too.

Bhe planned how Oar and she
would calabrais this, thelr first
Christmas together, Thoy'd have a
troe, of course, Thoy'd trim 1t and

Ught it Christmas Eve,

BHut Gor lnughed when she sald

they'd have a tree,

“We won't ba home long enough
to look at I, Kit. Marge In throw:
ibg a party Christmas Hve, st the
theater—a sort of christening. And
mother'll want un over at ths house

on Christmas Day.”

Kitty would not be dismayed.
Bhe only amiled when Gar oslled

har & fanny little kid

Gar's time was given over more
than ever to the Players. It was
necessary for him to go to thess
last rehearpals, he explained to
Kltty, Every day he went over to
the littla theater; there was always
something or other there to de-
mand his attention. He talked end-
lessly of one thing or another, the
new drop curtaln, the lighting effoct,
the littls coffes room next to the
foyer, who was good and who
wasn't In the cast. “Walt until you
soo Marge! Sho's perfect!™ He con.
fided to Kitty that Bomersot was a
bum, But Marge was handilng him
properly! And Kitly llatened, be-
Hloving ahie wan roally Intereated be-

eause Oar was so Intorosted,

Oar had heen Insluting that she
buy & new evening dresa for her
sall, “Call It my Christman pres
ant, It you want to, Kit" Bhe'd
consented, finally, on that under
atanding, But Qar was Loo busy 1o
go with her to seloot It. She Wought

n flmy white and sllvaer thing.

Theea days bofors Christmas ahe
ran inte Dorcas In one of tho
atorea, Doress' arms were full of
bundles. Bhe nodded down at her
burden, “Thess are for my family,

always have & party Ohristman

Winh you ocould some

They'd talked only for & moment

for Dorean was In & rush.

Kitty felt & moment's envy for
the marriment they'd have In Dor
any' room. David would bae there, of

leourse—

Waell, she was glad David wouldn't

alonel

And gho'd have har tres, Bhe'd
bought it; the janitor was galng to
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courss something had come up; ahe |
understood how they all turned tg |
Gar lo any emergency, depended on
him. She was proud that they did!
Oh, she understood. Bhe naid aloud;
“It's all right™ It would be only
& matter of two hourn or so and
then he'd come, he'd dreas, they'd
B9 out to meet thelr Clristmons
Kayly—

Thoss “iwo houra or so" loomed
threateningiy tintll a saviog thoughi
came to her. She'd go to Dorcas'
apartment, aurprise thoem all in
thelr merriment. They'd be glad 1o
have her come. She ordersd a taxle
cab, "93 Kelchum Straet.” Sho sat
vory oarect In It, smiling In anticl-
pation of bursting in upon them,
8he'd sea David,

Bhe heard laughter as nhe antored
the old houne. Dorens' door stood
apen flooding the narrow upper
hall with rosy Hght, Kitty atood
In the door for & moment before
anyone notleed her, With nne swift
aweoping glance hor oyes took In
the  familiar room. the familiay
fncas, the lttle white-halred man
sitting fn the chalr of honor, the
Christmas tres twinkling at the
turthor end of the room, Darcas
and Mra. Gentle and Mark In the
aleove funalng over the table Inden
with food, David, his back to her,
standing before the fire,

Ho turned as If some wordloss
greeting had roached him nmeroas
the room. Hor cont had slipped a
UIttle off from hor shoulders reveals
Ing her to him more n vision of
mist and slivor than the flesh and
blood reality that walted, smiling,
for & word to bid hor enter.

The othiera saw her before David
equld speak. Bhe wus drawn Into
the room gayly, “I didn't think
there was s dog's chance of your
gotting here, Klity," Dorcas crisd.
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Bmil and Max wore pressing her
hand. Everyons seomed to talk st
ancs, everyone extept David. He
still atood by the fire but his eyen
bung on her, hin smile met hers.

“I can't guite balleve you're real,”
he sald to her In n low tone when
ahe stood bestde him,

They made n place for hor n
thelr merriment.

Mark passed the plates which
Mra, Gentle had heaped with food.
Mnax filled the coffee eups. David
put his plilow naxt to Kitty's chalr,

“Does & princess eat?"

8he nceopted hls complimaent with
A wivid blush. “Thin ono does. I'm
ravenous! Oh, It's niee, belng hera
with yot tonight™

Hhe was relaxing happily, the old
securlty aweeping over ler. It was
nlce, thik feellng of belonging to
this cheor that provalled. She fors
kot what aha had fled from!

David soemed pactiodiarly nlea
tonlght, » differant David than ahe

help her stand It in & corner of the

|elally nlce mupper and they'd et

living room. 8he'd trim 1t bafore|thing of alll You know how much
{Gar camo homo. Sha'd have an eape [ 1 want |L"

fn state, She'd put on the new dreds|the Tudor Arms ale thought of
=Oar's Christmas glft. And then| David's promise, feeling a - lttls
they'd light thelr troe— glow of satisfaction that & had

Suow fell steadily the day hefore | boen made to her, David had lot

had known, ready to Inbgh, ready
with nonsonss that made the others
Inugh. Bha llked this David! She
liked the look he gave her now and
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thin which was so whally hers, It

oourse, she thought,

Prosontly ahe took alarm at the
Intoness of the hour, While nho wan
bidding each one good:hy and ex:
changing wilahes for tha Christmans
Day Dinvld went down to the street
to 'hall & taxl, He put her into It
and leaned for n moment in the
open. window of the door,

“l have & little thing for you,
Kitty, It's a promise. I'm going
te firfah that hook.'"

"Oh, David, that'll be the nicest

An the taxl rushod her hack to

Ohristmas. At dusk the elly wan

cavared with a spft blanket,

Bhe trimmed the litile tree, lov:

ingly, snifing at {ts fragrance.

Her supper was ready sxoopt for
the awitching on of the oven heat.

Bhe put on the new droes with
eonalderable excltament. Gar would

ks it

The telephons rang. "M, I'm
down at the theater tled up in
knote. 1 Just ean't gol away. Wil
yon he awlully lonesome It T don't

gt home untll Iate?*
"But, Gar—"

“The racket hore won't siart un:

[t midnight, 'l deah up In (ide
o got dremned. Have my thinga
yendy, will you? Looks lke It wan
going to be some Chrlstmas, Kitl"
| Kilty pat down the talophone.
Hor 1ps quiversd, tears brimmaed
In her eyes. Chrisimas Eve! Hhe
turned hor back en the Ilitle tree
and went slowly Into the bedroom,
1t Giar had sounded more sorry Wat
Ihe was dotainod! He hadn't ex
[plalned what kept him, Unpleasant
‘minplclons leaped ta har mind,
Put she met them deflantly, Of

her in, the sister who was rendy
with affection and pride and cone
corn for hin suecons, Of canrse aha
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really eould help him more than
Doreas could beécause thelr feellng
for ons another mlways stood in
tholr way; It made Dorena more
eritieal, David lessconfidont

Gar had not yot eome In, Tt wan
Almost midalght, almost Ohristmas
Day. The lamp which Kitty had
laft burning touched with soft light
the walting Christmas tree. Kitty
atood for p moment, looking at it
Hufore they tushod off to the party
Al the theator sho and Gar wonld
take time for the ceremony of
switching on the llghia,

Bho went to the bedroom and laid
ot Gar's  ovening clothes, Hhe
hoard & key In the door—Gar! She
ran ont to the antry te meet him.

Tubby and Red Harding stood In
the open door, supporting Gar be
twenn them. Gar's head was hang
Ing  Umply, sldowine, hin o
Maotehed, 1dintieally BMank.

(Coparight; June Abboli)
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JOBLESS STAGE
WELLINGTON RiOT

WELLINOTON, New Tealand, May
11—~ [AP)—Riotern outaids the house
of parilamant bombarded the bullds |
Ing with hricks snd stories, breaklog
180 windows befors the police took
eoniral

The troubls began when s parsde
of 4000 unemployed, which up to
When had been orderly, resched the
pariisment .nqunu and & fight
niarted, E |

Pulice sl there wea only about
B0 men lnvolred in the rioting. A
numbéer of these were arreated. Some
storekeepors mid that belors Lhe po-
Wee came thelr windows bLad lLeey
amasbed snd Lbelr shelves lovled.

HIBERNIA BANK
REAY T0 0PN

PORTLAND. Mal 11-—(AP}—Opan-
Ing of the Hibernis bank here awalts
the siguature of A, A. Bchmmm, stale
bank superintendenl. on the pelition
to the clreult court parmitting him to
turn over t0 the Daw bank the assels
of the Hibernia Commercial & Save
ings bank which &losed  severn!
motiths ago. This anpoubhoement was
mads today by John F. Daly, prest-
denit,

At & meeting Jast night deposttors
umged Behiralnm o prompt sotion, 1%
was belleved llkely the Mibernia bank
will open next Monday, or eattier.

.
BHERIDAN-—W, K Mates will open
Jewelry sbop i Siate Dapk buliding. |
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