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be a distinctly ANNOYING tax, pen-Medford Mail Tribune A New Rule Flight 'o Time

(Medford and Jackson County
History from the Files of The

Instead of condemning either of them, the perfect retort to
us appears to be, to MERELY SMILE.

TPIIE man who would convince the world he isn't an evader
and pussyfooter on prohibition, and then proceeds in a

mess of verbiage to prove he is
The woman, justly proud of her reputation and eager to

retain her public's illusions who tries to convince the world
she 1SN 'T seeking a divorce for the same very HUMAN reasons
that most movie stars seek them.

Nothing to get excited or mad about. Just two more typical
figures in the everlasting HUMAN COMEDY 1

always with the culprit and not with
the victim, the victim ahould be able
to take care of himself, but the poor
criminal, too bad, too bad, he Is

such a nice looking party, so pa-

thetic, too bad, too bad I Put him In
a nice aott Institution, where he will
learn to live a life of ease. We will
cheerfully donate the necessary
funds. No, we do not want to
abolish crime news at any rate.

What do you think about It, Mr.
Editor?

W. B. CRADSE,
Medford, March 36.

Ed. Note: The Mall Tribune la In
favor of every effort to auppress
crime, and just ss such efforts are
successful, the effect to reduce crime
news wlU be successful.

Personal Health Service
By William Brady, M. D.

IN THE coming campaign the Mail Tribune hag decided to

modify its rule concerning political communications.

In the past this paper has allowed contributors of such

communications, to withhold their names, the same being placed
on file, to be revealed only upon request.

In the coming campaign this practice will be abandoned, and

only signed political communications will be published. After

many years experience we have decided that political communi-

cations which are not worth signing are not worth publishing.
On and topics alone, will the

privilege of withholding the names and placing them on file,
be retained.

In the future as in the past anonymous communications
that is communications in which the identity of the writer is

unknown will be promptly consigned to the waste basket.
Also in the future as in the past all communications should

be kept within the maximum of 300 words. ,

Where Ignorance Is Bliss

TWO recent items, bring home the truth of the dictum:
is a .comedy to those who think and a tragedy to those

who feel."
Exhibit No. 1 comes in the shape of a political advertisement

in the Santa Barbara, (Calif.) Press, an open statement of

principles by State Legislator George B. Bliss, who seeks re-

election.
Mr. Bliss we are informed is one of the better grade of assem

Signed letters pertaining to personal neattb and hygiene, not to disease
diagnosis or treatment, will be answered by Dr. Brady U a stamped

envelope is enclosed. Letters should be brlel and written In Ink
Owing to the large number ol letters received only a few can be ana?ere

not conforming to Instructions. Ad

citizen. But listen to his problyman, and a highly respected
nouncemont upon prohibition,
words.

Condensed, but confined to
this moot question is as follows: '

"I believe In total abstinence but It Is Impractical to establish
total abstinence by law and certainly no sweeping rule of human
contact, such as total abstinence should be written Into the
federal constitution."

expressed in approximately 800

direct quotation, his stand on

jurisdiction over liquor should

in the ISth Amendment, neither

In other words Mr. Bliss personally is bone dry but he doesn't
believe in the Volstead Act or the 18th Amendment. On the
other hand he doesn't believe
be taken from the federal government and turned over to the
states.

"I believe the federsl government should have Jurisdiction
over the trafflo In alcohol, for It Is a national as well ss a state
problem."

And while he doesn't believe

Let First Things Be First
To the Editor: Apparently the de-

cisions of the board of higher educa-
tion have met with the approval of
a large majority of the citizens of
Oregon. Perhaps these changes will
In time, make Oregon outstanding In
her educational Institutions. We cer-

tainly hope that this tremendous
task, capably undertaken, will have
the of all forward-lookin- g

people.
It la amusing and yet Justly pro-

voking to read of fears expressed by
those Interested in their alma mater,
from an athletic standpoint alone,
that youthful Oregontana will not
care to attend the state Institutions
If the atmosphere la too bookish.

Why are these so superficial In their
views? Does a college education re-

volve aolely around a winning foot-

ball team? Oregon would receive
vastly better publicity If her stu-

dents won In their classes Instead of
on the gridiron. Why shouid a
bookish atmosphere be so intoler-
able on a college campus? After all,
why do young, energetic men and
women strive for a degree If the
fundamentals of a sound education
are not a part of that attainment?
Sports are, of course, a - necessary
part of campus life but should not
be the chief concern.

The resolution recently adopted by
a committee of the Alumni associa-

tion of the University of Oregon
states that Dr. Clarence W. Spears
"la an Invaluable asset to the atate
of Oregon." No doubt there are
other men In the educational life of

Oregon who will bring more lasting
fame to the atate without having re-

ceived the newspaper publicity con-

stantly given to Dr. Spears. The
civic celebration at the time of his
arrival, the featured life story and
the intense concern over his possible
departure to Wisconsin all exemplify
the misplaced emphasla on footbaU-I-

the middle west. Dr. Speara Is not
remembered aa "a builder of char-

acter" or "a great teacher of young
American manhood," but simply as a
coach of winning football teams.

When one has been graduated
from college five or six years he
begins to realize the lack of purpose
and honest endeavor among young
people. Is it not time to readjust
our educational standards In Oregon
and to take pride In seeing that
first things come first. Winning
teams may lose, but high scholastic
attainments and seriousness of pur-

pose never.
FRANCES S. CHARLTON,

University of Nebraska,
Lincoln, Neb.

Oregonlan.

Hotel Holland Barber Shop. J. M.

Dunn, 31 N. Fir St.

Ray Hoople's Barber Shop now
open. Next to City Hall.

1

Portraits of distinction The Peaa-ley-

opp Holly theater.

NOWis the Time

tq have that

Leaky Radiator

Repaired
Your car may be perma-

nently damaged by driv-

ing it during the warm
summer months with a
leaky radiator.

Play Safe let us install

Triplex Safety Glass

MaU Tribune of 20 and 10 Years

Ago.)

TEN YEARS AGO TOUAV
March 26, 1022

(It Was Monday)

Fred Strang recovers rapidly from

operation for appendicitis.

Local lady whose husband disap-
peared Is gUen I2S by two men wear-

ing K. K. K. legalla.

Jackson county road bonds sold
for 350,0OO.

8tate concludes case against 'Fatty
Arbuckle, film comedian.

Sir Auckland Oeddea Is met at
Hornbrook and escorted over the

by Mayor C. E. Gates and
Mayor C. B. Lamkln of Ashland, and
a number of other leading citizens.
Sir Auckland la given a ride through
Llthla park and the Rosenberg or-

chard, where the Ben Sheldon car

gets stuck In the mud, perturbing the
Briton.

Murder and arson grow In Ireland.

High wind rakes the valley.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY
March 26, 1912

(It Was Tuesday)

Children of city allotted vacant lots
to clean and beautify.

Paving to be resumed In two weeks.

Fire department wlU be paid, but
must drill dally.

Taxpayers League seeks uniform
assessments In city.

Local man pays 500 for stool that
can be turned Into a cane, but al-

leges the Inventor failed to 'make
good.'

T. H. denies he will bolt Republi-
can party.

More trouble with the tlshway at
the Anient dam.

PATRONIZE HOME PRINTERS
Do not order anything In the print-

ing Une untu you call up son.e local

printer, and ask u they print the
same work, and you will find they
can furnish everything desired in the
printing line and usually at lower
prices than printers.

Don't advocate purchasing gooda in
your line at home and then order
your printing from people whose em-

ployes do not live or spend money In
Medford. Paid adv.

t
Real Estate or Insurance Leave It

to Jonea Phone 796.

"We know Chevrolet 3

You Know Us"

weeiWi
T . . "if

JOYFUL GREETINGS

are extended to you and at thla
time when eggs will be "mur-
dered" by the millions we wish
to say that It doesn't make much
difference why a black hen lays
white eggs so long as lots of us
are tossing on sleepless beds at
night devising ways and means
to get the eggs. We are always
devising new ways and means to
satisfy you and assure you of
continued excellence in apprecia-
tion of your past patronage.

Pierce-Alle- n Motor Co.
South Riverside Phone 15!)

Ore and Bullion
Purchased

LieenMrt by Statt ef California

WILD B ERG BROS.
SMELTING Si REFINING CO.
Ot&cMi 742 Mukit St.,Sn Fnncuco

Plant: South San Francisco

i rr

does he believe in its repeal :

"I ssld publicly In my 102S campaign and say today I advo-
cate instead of repeal, the rewording of the 18th amendment so
It will not require prohibition legislation by congress, but con-

gress may take any action which the people may Instruct It to
take . . , Such action may he no action at all or It may be
one of a dozen possible solutions of the problem. ... In this
way the people of the country will decide and redeclde the

matter for themselves."

While the people are "deciding and redeciding for thorn-selves-

what will Assemblyman Bliss be doingt

"On this question If I ever have the ohanoe I shall vote as
I believe my people want me to vote."

But apparently Mr. Bliss doubts he will ever have that
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Ye Smudge Pot
By Arthur Ferry

The TROTH la now In position to
break even with Ooaalp In these
part.

Prof. Relmer discovered some mot-
tled teeth bers lut week. He never
looked for addled pates.

Congress quashed the salea tax.
Not knowing anything about the
alee tax, all were disgusted at the

congressional action. Tha sslee tax
, would have left nothing untaxed
but the squeal of taxpayers.

A gale bit Pasco, Wash.,
Thura. A 70 mile gale In Kansas
would be a cyclone. It was balmy
bare at the time, while a typhoon
was ripping up the FIJI Islands.

Three young men of the Jackson
school got a paddling last week for

shooting a schoolma'am with a hor-

rid word ball. A nice little girl by
the name of Clarice hid her pretty
face as she could not bear to watch
the gruesome scene.

X. Bhlmoda. a Nipponese mopplst
was sad Inst week. A Nipponese does
not look sad very often, but when
he does look sad, he doee a good
Job of tt.

Oaele Newlln, who baa been In-

terned at Lake O the Woods all
winter, now has whiskers that reach
to the No, o shirt-butto-

It must be all of a yr. since the
bla area was besmirched with a
ahlvaree and let the good work con-

tinue.

Kort Raul and Quaes Nuberrle r
Tipp for a spellln mats, Both declare

they will display their erudlty.

are praying for the
weather to get warm and even

so the next batch of beer
will not spoil,

Mike Hanley of Lake Crk. towned
Frl. hobnobbing with his brother
Bdd. Michael no longer sees disaster
behind every phone pole Just be-

hind every other phone pole.

Grass coming up fine on the
range. It Is very tender, stockmen
say, though not forced to eat it, as

yet.

The political pot has started to
boll, aa well as some of the eandl
dates. There Is some talk of a wo-

man candidate for sheriff. If a
woman la eleoted sheriff, Heaven
help tha bootlegger with a dirty
face.

e
O. Wig Ashpole la now a gent of

leisure and has earned a rest from
the meathouse. He threatened to
hit your corr. between the horns
Tues. during some Idle bawter. One
time the writer walked away from
Mr. W. while he was explslnlng a
matter and felt an earthquake near
the base of the left He
hefts a mean cowhide boot.

The sweet girl graduates have
started to muster, and are sweeter
fhan last yr.

Sheriff Jennings' grandson called
an hire. Thurs. on official business.
The young deputy Is hard to handle
and unconsciously shlned up his
grandpaw s star by his wiggling and
squirming.

e e

The fauna and flora of the valley
has started to bloom and tha drug-glu- ts

are stocking up with poison
oak lotions.

e ,
A buggy and horse pattered down

the Main stem Frl. eve.

April Is the last day to keep
from running for of floe.

e ,
California rhubarb la stuck In the

tore windows, Lawnmowera have
started to chatter on lawna, and
daring maids are being crammed
Into rumble eeata for extrication
later.

s

Backgammon Is coming to the
front aa a local game. This Is play-
ed with dice and Is not a brow
wiinkler like chess.

The fruit crop will be a fallura
again this year and It la doubtful
If a pear Is produced bigger than a
normal thumb. ,

A man was heard to ssy something
good about another man last evening,
without any provocation whatsoever.

allzlng a certain class of citizens to
avoid a general tax that, like con

scrlption In war. Is the only remedy
when It becomes necessary.

Later when the "digging up" pro
cess proves a failure, It will be nec

easary to substitute an axe for the
spade and begin chopping govern-men-

expenses.
The first step In a congress so gen-

erous In disposing of the Incomes of

others, would be to reduce the pay
of congressmen by f. This
would help them to realize conditions
as nothing elje could do. And such
a reduction In congressloual pay
would be along the lines of sound
business, which forbids paying for a
thing more than twice what It Is
worth.

tiThe city of Kenosha In Wisconsin

shows what things can be done by
those not afraid to use an axe. Wis

consin's tax committee finds that
Kenosha has a surplus of more than
seventy-seve- n thousand dollars, al-

though Its expenditures for charity,
caused by unemployment, have In

creased by $241,000.
Some of our biggest cities will find

themselves compelled to do some

chopping.
With the best will In the world you

cannot take from land owners more

money than they take In.

There are other ways of making
ends meet.

For Instance, John H. Perry, who
owns the Jacksonville Journal, and
some other newspapers, Informs Col.

Frank B. Shutts, who owns the Mi

ami Herald and also the biggest law

business In southern Florida, that
Jacksonville makes a profit of a

million and a half a year on its mu-

nlclpaUy owned light and power

plant. The city, from Its own plant,
sells light and power to citizens
cheaper than any other city In Amer-

ica except Seattle, which also owns

Its own light and power plant,
Jacksonville citizens have the ben-

efit of low cost for electric current,
and a profit of a million and a half
used to reduce taxes.

The situation Is not pleasing to
those that privately own power

plants, and public offlclala, but It Is

Interesting to Jacksonville and Se-

attle.

Communications
A Platform for Oregon

To the Editor:
I wish to present a platform, the

provisions of which, If enacted Into
law, would have an Immediate, tre
mendous effect upon unemployment.

1. Shelter value ($1500 assessed
value) tax exemption of homes, both
dwellings In the city and farm unite,
from state, county and school taxes.

2. A general sales tax of two per
cent to oirset shelter tax exemptions.

The opposition to a general sales
tax for any purpose except home tax
exemption.

3. A home loan finance corpora
tion supervised by the state and fin
anced by the federal government
through the aale of bonds. Money
to be loaned direct to citizens of the
state for home development and land
settlement. The government to be
secured by first mortgages on tax
exempt homes. The rate of Interest
not to exceed 4 per cent. The total
charge per thousand dollars not to
exceed 5 per month.

4. The rehabilitation of unem
ployed men with famillea on email
farm units. A drive to stimulate In
dustry so as to give the head of every
iamuy part time employment. A
drive to Increase home consumption
of goods manufactured In Oregon
ana Oregon products.

6. A careful check of all families
entering Oregon seeking employment.
rurnismng these fsmlltes exact In
formation regarding employment In
the state. Discouraging men seeking
employment from entering the state
until those already here are provided
with Jobs. J. o. BARNES.

Favors Lash to Halt Crime
To the Editor:

It Is my belief that the American
people do not want to abolish crime.
Just think what would ths papers
hsve to tslk about and what would
be done to amuse the people.

The minute the paper comes Into
the house, sa a general rule, there
is a converted rush to read the lurid
headlines.

If the people of the Good Old
U. S. A. wanted to clean up they
could do It very easily.

I believe that the only way to stop
kidnaping, assaults with deadly wea
pons and crimes against women and
children la with the lash, bitter,
deadly lash. When garrotting was
such an amusing past time nothing
stopped It but the lash. France used
every means, of punishment, but
when the lssh was inaugurated, gar-

rotting stopped In a week.
Again In England, history tells us

that there was such an epidemic of
stealing and highway robbery that
people would not travel at night.
and only In ths day time with an
escort. Nothing had any effect but
the lash.

Again In another foreign country
during an epidemic of murder, It
was the lash that put an end to it.
and again during an epidemic of
wife beating In which tt was not
fashionable for your wife to go
about without a black eye, the lash
came to the rescue.

During the time that there waa a
lot of mutiny and piracy on the high
seas, history tells us that the lash
was the only thing thst hsd any
effect on It. at least cn the smaller
operations.

Now. with such an array of evi
dence In favor of the lssh as a cor-
rective measure, whit Is the matter
with the American people that they
do not put the law Into effect and
try It out? The reason la thst we
are too soft. Our sympathy Is nearly

chance to vote, for he continues:

"I have never seen a referendum' on crohlbltlon so stated

here. No reply can be made to queries
dress Dr. William Brady in care ox The

WHEN A DOCTOR I S

Last year bills were Introduced In
four state legislatures proposing that
all public Institutions and Institu

tions supported
wholly or In part
by public revenue
or exempted from
taxation should
grant equal priv-
ileges to practi-
tioners of all
forms of the
healing art. None
of these bills be-
came a law. In
Colorado the
legislature killed

a bill that proposed, among other
things, that no discrimination should
be made In county hospitals against
practitioners of any school of healing.
In Florida, Washington and Utah
bills sought to permit all druglcss
healers to render to Injured employes
the treatment required by workmen's
compensation acts. All these bills were
killed.

How can an Intelligent legislature
grant to practitioners of any school of
healing the right to practice and even
the right to use the title of "Doctor1
and then refuse to permit such legal-
ly licensed practitioners to function
In the service of the public?

Qraft Is the answer. Graft In the
form of palm greasing or In the form
of political patronage which the legis-
lators employ to keep themselves and
their party In power.

Draft is the explanation for our
comical antedeluvlan system of regu
lating the healing business or profes
sion. Every little state or province
has a board or a Tjuneh of boards all
Its own, and every little board has Its
own little rules and ways, and there
is the darndest lot of red tape sur-

rounding the reciprocity racket, o
that when a doctor legally qualified
to practice In Swedunk finds It ad-

vantageous to move to Bunkvllle, no
matter how good he may be or how
good a fellow, chances are he'll have
to take a little "examination" at the
hands of the boys on the board of ex
aminers In Bunkvllle, or at least slip
'em 50 or 100 for endorsement of
his license oh, it's a great little sys
tem, and there Is a big wad of nice
respectable graft In It lor the poli-
ticians who run the racket.

If the state or provlnoe sees fit to
license an osteopath or a chiropractor
or a naturopath or a homeopath andi
to give the healer the right to use the
title of Doctor, la n't tt absurd to at-

tempt to restrict him to a Umltel field
of practice, say the general public In
private Hie ana to fn.Ud him prac i
ticing in the public hospital or upon
injured or sick workmen?

Today
By Arthur Brisbane

Industrious Mouse,

Nose g,

Mr, Grant.s New Plan,

Ultra Specialization,

Copyright King Features Synd.. no.

MIAMI BEACH, Fla., March
25. Two interesting tests of
endurance noticed. Some sci-

entist has put a field mouse
into a contrivance that regis-
ters the movements of animals.
That encrgetio little creature
runs, in one night, more than
one hundred thousand feet, or
twenty miles.

Amazed at the energy bound
up in that tiny heart, you say
to yourself, "And all for a mis-

erable littlo mouse." To the
Creator of the mouse, that crea-
ture may be as important B3 one
of us "lords of creation."

In the other contest of skill
and endurance, a group of chil-

dren will participate after the
Easter esg rolling festivities at
the Coral tiables Biltmorc ho-

tel. The children will see which
can roll an egg along the
ground one hundred feet, in the
shortest time, touching the egg
with nothing except the end of
the nose.

That seems a waste of Intellectual
ffort, but It compares favorably A

with some educstlonal methods pre-

vailing In our modern schools and
universities.

A boy rolling an egg with bis nose

might lesm something, whereas In
some of the "educating processes" to
which youth Is submitted, you cant
lesm ANYTH1NO.

Mali Tribune,

NOT A DOCTOR,

How much longer will the peasant
ry endure this farce, this big time
vaudeville? It costs the taxpayer a
pretty penny to maintain this ridicu
lous doctor licensing graft. Some such
Jumbled system may have been neces-
sary In the old days but this coun-
try Is surely well enough organized
now to discard such quaint and cost-

ly method of regulating the healing
art. If the federal government Is not
to have charge of the matter, then
at least some basic or fundamental
standard should be established by
the government for constituent as
semblies to follow in legislation per
talnlng to such an Important factor
or natural welfare. Here Is reform
long overdue, a little bit of sound
constructive economy, if the politi-
cians are not feeding us a lot of eye
wash aoout that.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Brltannlca Has It Right

A friend (O. N. M-- ) sends In a page
from a prospectus, a speel man page of
the new Brltannlca, which contains a
brief description of the Schafer meth-
od of artificial respiration, with Il
lustrations. The Illustrations show
both of the subject's arms extended
well above the head. G. N. M. ob
serves In a marginal note: "Not so
crude, eh?"

Answer-Th- e Brltannlca has It right,
But won't those In the American Red
Cross who have the nerve to Intro-
duce an "Improvement'i on Schafer'
method, be mad when they see It?

They Wear Red Flannel Lined
Uniforms.

When things like these can be
printed in a leading newspaper .
(Mrs. L. F. L.)

Answer Mrs. L. Incloses clippings
telling about the organizing of a class
In first aid and a demonstration of
the lnhalator by members of the fire
department. The lnhalator Is a valu
able adjunct of resuscitation by the
Schafer e) method. It
provides the most powerful stimulant
to breathing a mixture of 7 per cent
carbon dioxide and oxygen which the
victim Inhales under the operator'
manipulations. Why they had fire-
men to "demonstrate," I don't know,
unless It be the fire lads do love to
perform and the manufacturers are
keen to take advantage of the popu
lar craving for the spectacular.

Let's Make t Confidential
Would you advise a young man of

20 . . . (H. P. H.)
Ancwer 1 have no advice to offer

unidentified third persons or hypo-
thetical persons. But I am always
happy to give any Information or help

can to any one who writes me In
confidence about himself.

(Copyright John F. Dille Co.)

Important to the automobile trade
and to millions of Americans la the
announcement of a new automobile
selling force organized by R. H

Grant, of General Mo-

tors.
The Information supplied to the

writer yesterday by Mr. Grant dis

poses of the rumor that less empha
sis would be put on distribution of

Pontlao and Olda cars.
On the contrary, Mr. Grant has

organized a new and powerful aales
force to sell Bulcks, Olds and Pon-

tlao as one unit of General Motors,
to take- the place of three amaller

selling organizations.
Distribution of parts for all three

cara will be arranged at thirty-thre- e

Jlaces In the United States, and ser-

vicing of the three cara will be co-

ordinated. The new organization, un-

der Mr. Grant, will have as general
salesman, W. K. Blees. who has been

with General Motors more thsn
seven years and aales manager for

Pontlao for the last two years.

The Idea Is to put all the selling
power of Bulck, Olds and Pontlac
Into one organization, bigger In size

and greater In energy than three--

separatd organizations that are su-

perseded. Thousands of agents and
hundreds of thousands of automobile
users are Interested In this Important
automobile news.

4
A well known citizen, not satisfied

with conditions, ssys we hsve gone
too far In the line of specialization
and adds:

"This country does not need what

la humorously called a government

by the people any longer. We ex-

pect the rich to pay the expenses of

the country. We allow a few gang-

sters to run It, they and the boot-

leggers enjoy'" largest Incomes.

few prohibition Canities govern us.

Why waate the time electing a Pres-

ident or Congress?"

Congress with Its spsde Is busy

trying to "dig up" new sources of

Income. A tax on automobiles, ra-

dios, gasoline, theatres, are all advo-

cated. Every on of them would

that I could express my attitude by going Into a booth and
voting "yes" or "no." Thus I am for the 18th amendment If
there Is to be no substitute. I am against It If a workable
substitute Is to replace It,"

As to just how he intends to vote as the people want him to
vote, he reinforces his belief by the following HOPE :

"I would like to see the people support legal but not
constitutional prohibition. BUT until such time arrives I am
opposed to legal prohibition."

Having thus clearly explained JUST WHERE HE STANDS,
Mr, Bliss naturally felt justified in heading the entire pro-
nouncement by the following unequivocal declaration i

"The question (prohibition) should not be evaded and 1
wUl do no pussyfooting I"

Certainly "life is a oomedy to those who think." And we
feel that to get a delightful horse laugh out of the above, re-

quires neither further comment which would e painting the
lily of perfect farce nor any undue strain upon one's
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The Strange Divorce of
Miss Harding

PXIIIBIT No. 2 also comes from California. Miss Anne Hard-
ing, our favorite movie actress, and a young matron of

rare beauty (a beauty in which harmony of feature, intelli-
gence and spiritual purity, seem perfectly fused) recently
startled Hollywood by the announcement that as Mrs. Bannister
she had decided to secure a divorce.

This announcement came as a great shock to the sophisticates
of our Movie Babylon. For in her marriage to her former lead-

ing man, Miss Harding was supposed to have achieved that
rare thing in that divorce-lovin- community, an ideal domestic
union.

The interesting thing to hs, however, was not the fact'of
the divorce, but the reasons Miss Harding gave for it.

"We are getting a divorce because during our three yearsIn the motion picture Industry, we have been placed In a posi-
tion which Is untenable."

This untenable position it seems, was the shunting of Mr.
Bannister into obscurity, his own identity lost in the radiance
of the other.

fJERE thon is a new cause for divorce in California. Follow- -

ing this explanation to ita logical conclusion Miss Harding
can be married to no one whose fame and popularity does not
exactly equal hcrg. For if it falls below, the husband will leave ;

and if it soars above, certainly she will.
e e e e

N'E can contemplate this explanation without going into
hysterics, of course, and yet like the instance

of Mr. Bliss, it also demonstrates the truth of the saying noted
above. The humor in both lies in the extraordinary solemnity
of the pronouncements, the elaborate efforts to justify a position
that can't be justified, the ostrichlike attempts, to doceive
others as they have apparently deceived themselves.
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