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SEYNOPEIS: Plerre, unaware
ther the mine s pmmurrd by ks
"

(ullf!ruptrd [
love scek
Anng gud Pl
Wvinees him that Ann, while wri=
@ Merre 1o leave for dramolio
. P iw the mboraning, Nad really
v lirappointed  ar  his relict=
unce o wae his monel i g veninre
proeuisiag proft for thewm all  Hyt
Myrre dx trenbled ot Bruce's chiil
gouil-by to Anw on leavipng for a
buglaess teip jor the bank iwheve
hi owd hie fother-in-taw  work,
Atrugplivg apainst a wewly ilis
love for Ann. Plerre re-
o her dismay thot he hua

t, Meaping himaclf

Nix- wife,

Chapter 21
LATE CALLERS

HEN Martin Bevis came home

from the bank that evenlog It
Was apparent even to his ludiferent
| powera  of observation that hls
| dangliter was In u stnte of nervous
| excltement very unusunl to her
serens nalure,

When her father appeared fn the
archiway between the hall and the
living room she was on hor feel,
white and trembling, hor sewing
erushiad In her hands, gaglng with
fearful oyes toward the hall as if
she waited the comlng of some
dreadiul apparition.

“Why, Ann! What's the matler,
| ehlld—nra you slek?”

Sho shook her head. “Plerre!
| Whera is Plerre? Have you seen
| him?*

“I have been at the bank all the
evening, working on my books.™

“Oh, where ¢ he? Why doesn't
lio come home?" she mosned, pue
Iug the Moor while Martln watched
her In blank amazement.

“What I the world has happened,
| ehllay

She did not apswer but went te
a window and triéd to see out Into
the night

“Is anything wrong with Plerret"

She turned from the window nnd
résumed ler nervous movements
about the room: “I've worrled untll
I'm nlmost erazy.

“Hut whalt’s the trouble? Can't
Yyou tell me what has happened?”

Sho whirled on him suddenly, with
an outburst which startied him:
“You know well enough. Bruce lhas
taken Plerre's school money, It's
tho meanest, wickedest thing [ ever
leard of and you are fust ay bad as
Broce, Just heeause he I8 o anxlois
to mnke um lappy; hecause he
lowes us g0, you two beasts Lave
honnded him into wreeking his own
lite ns it he dldn't matier at alk
You've Dbroken s heart—you've
driven lim mad—that's what yon
have donel"

“Nonsense!™ anid \Inrlhx sharply.

averything but money is nondende
to people ke you and Bruce. How
conld you two money worshipers
understand n great soul Hke Plerre
Donoyvan? Plerre fs not ke common
people; le ls o genlus; bals anarl-
It You and Bruce have taken from
hlm somaiking that means more Lo
Nilm than lle Htself. You have driven
him nearly insane, 1 tell you. In the
stato of mind ha Is in wow he is
liable to do anything—kill himself
or somehody else.”

“Orozy!"™ eried Martin, “"Bosh!
The hoy has done the most sensible
thing he aver did fn all hlg Wle, e
maoy or may not be the artlat yon
think he la, but when It comes Lo
buslpess, Plerre Donovan is just a
{natural-born darned fool. 1T ever
"anybody necded some honest, com-
| petent business pmn ke Hruce to

take cnre of Wls money far him, he
does, I guesa when the returns [rom
| that mine come yolling In, you and
Plerre won't feel so bad about 117

A knock at the front door pre
tyonted Aun's roply. Martin looked
{at her, cxpeciing lier to go to the
door. She started bot papgsed and
turneid back, “You go, Pa, 1=1'tn
afrafl."™

Murtln  gazed
“Afralidl of what?

“Ierre—gomuthing has happened
to hin.™

The koock eame again. "Oh, why
don't vou go? erfod Ann, stamping
| lier (oot In on agony of SUsponso

Martin went Into the hnll. Aon
withted
vona apprelension,

1 Martin's volee wios hienrd: “Hello,
Tony, what the deuea belngs you
| ot thin thme of nlght?”

at her stopldly

"Father Tony!" orled Ann, ron-|
nlge Lo moet hilm, e It soything
fibhout Plorre? Whora o ha?"

I- I wns 80 worrled 1 eonhl not
the olid
|| ul Pierre come home yet?™
\r- Y moaned .
"

s 1-‘1 \1 yrdin

trogbie. | conldo’t sleop—1 retive

0L course {t'a nonsense to you—/|

dlm[ﬂ@deq/l/ l:.t

EXIT

early, vou know, so 1 got up

l
Ing 1 wonld walk In the frosh al
Then 1=}

¢ him.*
ied Ann, *
n Father Tony?™

Thoe old man nodded,
the moment to réply,

v he, Toy ™
Murtin

The old actor anawered as if he
himself doubted the fruth of what
ho sald: “Down town, mear the
bank—* he pavsed,

“Well, go of,” salil Martin

“Yes, yes, Martin. [ went to the
drirg ro first. Then U thought 1
would come up here just to see If
he was bome and all right, ) walked
arouml the square Just nn 1
thened around the corner Ito Elm
Street 1 met blm—rlght neéur the
bunk 1 spoke Lo hilm; called m by
nume, and—=he turned and oran!
Really, 1 don't know what to Wilnk
Hos anything happoened, do you

ok

know

C

you

nnable for

£ Wax asked

ingh has happened,” Aun an-
swerad. "Bruce hns Plerce’s achool
money,”

T was ofraid of that' returned
Old, Tony. "I could kee Bruce wop
golig to make a last effort Lo per
aunade hlm' He turned on Marctin
with sudden fory: “And yoa,
Martin Bevis—You and your pre
elous son-in-law shall suffer forthis!
1t thero 12 a God In leaven, you
filthy money-buzeards sholl anawer
for what you hove done to Harrlet
Noel's aon."

They were too shocked by the old
actor’s vehemence to spoak, Then
Aann caught sight ol Plerre In the
hitll, He hod eotered guletiy s
wod on hils way npatales. “Plerret”
ghie crled wildly, "Plerre!l™

The young man paused, regarded
them silently and hig face was Ler
rible to see.

Aun spokoe timidly: “Wan'l you
como In, Plerre; Father Tony is
here!™

Plerre took a step Into the room.
SUll e did’ not speak, but only
looked at them,

Ann turned her face nway to hide
Nher tears. Moartin stared snd drow
back fenrfully.

At lnst Plerra sald harshly to
Tony: “What are you dolng here?”

The old nctor answered gently:
I eame to ges you, Plepre

“Welle you've seen me—pow po
nn linme.

Plerre—"

wome,” snld Plerre. "1 don't
want to ke vou or nnvhody. I'ut oll
right=you don't need lo worry
about me I'm golog to bed” Dt
lie made nog move toward leaying the
room—only glood there.

O Tony turnod appealingly to
Ann,

“f would g0 Lo hed 1E T wara you,
dear,” sald Ann, Leving to speak In
o mattorolffact way. “Tt most be
guite Jate. Bruoce selll ba baek In the
morning and m«e:?lh!ns will be all
right then

Phat reminds me, sald Movtin
In lilg bungling way, "Bruce pave
ma a letler for yon, Ann, fust ny he
wns leaving—fargot to glve 1L L
yon himsell, T guesa,"

Ann remd tho letter. She gave n
Hitla ery, her face white and borror
stricken. Merro stariod forwnrd,

“Well, what's the malter now?”
anld Martin Bmprtiently,

She made n ghastly” effort o
amlle, and slowly shook her heml
Methodlonlly ahie vaplaced 'tho lot
ter Ino the envelopo and pol [ In the
pocket of her nprons Then, wodden
ly, she hurst futo tenrs

Plorre ran to her, “Ann, Ann, what
i it dear? Wihen she could not
answer he put hlsw arm ghoat ler
anil beledd toooomfort her with loy
murmured words o8 one  might
sonthe i eryling enlild

The two men conld only gara wot
derlngly &t Ao and Plerre and ot
earh athor,

A fond %noching nt the front door

nehosi! through the lovse,  ThHey
gave no heod. The Inperative de
manil wos repeatod and Ann, sl

erging, motloned hee father th the
donr,
Murtin wont Into the hall, Voloes

wirs hoard and (e ol hodkkewper

wringimg her hands in ner- |

actor  answered., |

waore yaie worrled about*

“Really, Mirtin, 1 fear you' will
Tangh ot me, bt | don’t know ox
actly. 1 wsomed to feel Harriet vory
near* T felt that her bhoy win in

franpponred wilh T rpon

For a long motmant thie men stood
fnt bnwlde the room o ntAnn
who won making o s wlf
to enntrol har grict;

| wan supporting Ann:
1

al
Ay witlidrew Anto a tar cornpr:

nt Mariip, who In great éonfip

s was plaelng chalrs for Lhe un
vxpetod vikliore

St down, Mr. Dayton—Mr. Wil

—" tha bookkoeper wis as £x

cltold an o schonlhoy
have o chatr—Scoit

Lo, gL over
linrw
(Copyprisht, 1910, by D

Adplaton avd €o.)

A lle? Perhaps—but what Tony
telia these unexpected vikitors to.
MUrrow may avell tragedy'n conis.
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