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: B. C. to Chin-nung, a celebrated scholar and philosopher, to whom nearly

i all agricultural and medical knowledge is traced in China. In replenish-
ing a fire made of the branches of the tea-plant, some of the leaves fell
into the vessel in which he was boiling water for his evening meal. The
consumption of the beverage thus formed--‘‘the first pot of tea,”--proved
so exhilirating in effect that he formed the habit of using the leaves, Lat-
er, he imparted to others the knowledge thus accidentally gained, and in
a short time it became the common property of the empire.
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China is generally acknowledged as the birthplace of the tea indus-
try. It was brought to England in 1657 and to the American colonies in
1680. The price at this time, even for the cheapest qualities, was from
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