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CHAPTER 3
MADEMOISELLE EXPLAINS
ALiTTLP egg-shaped man with a

bald pink head was coming lo-
ward ns from tha | v door, He
had an abupdant blond mistache,
aml % sparkling chinoblue oyes
mparted a vivaclous ale his
Physlenl attributes. Parados, 1 ro-

to

called, had mentlonod n M. Fllque.
“No larm hos been done to the
pletige,” 1 sald bastily.

“No harm was fatended it,™ the
l&ttlu man sald sternly, “Mademaol-
ella will explain, yes

It wns clear that Magemolaelle

“The portrait happens to be mine,” the girl sald. !

wns uneqgual to explain anylhiog
then,

“I'm’ sura It's not ns bad na It
looks," | sald.

“Monsleur Is genorous,” the little
man chuckled, “It {a not possible
You are that M, Morrison of whom
M. Parados Informed me, nof"

“1 ‘am Allan’ Hunt, the Jinlor
pactner,” I tald Wim cortly, “Mor
rison 1a 1L"

“l am astonisti’!™ he exclaimed.
“But come! Miadoemolaelle will ex-
plain?"

“l was golng to take the poriralt,
of course,” Lhe girl sald goietly.
"You might as well tell Mr. Part.
dos.”

“M. Parndog—um," the littlo man
muttered, “Mopglour has—how
yon gayf—deputized mo to act for

fim.  Madenmolselle will procoed,
}'1:3:‘"
She wae moving toward the

library door when he ran nimbly in
front of her.

“Non, non," ho commanded, "\'ou
will expinln to Anstole Fli

“And who ls Anpatole Fligue

“Hstce poaxikier Mademolsell
suld he, *France has her Itleholieu,
her Napoleon, mnd her Anatole
Fligue."

Who was this absurd little man?
And It Parados was still In his
library why didn’t he come out?

"You must tell me why youn de-
sire that portrail, mademoiselle”

“It happons to be mine®

“Mon Digw—that old lady! Come,
now!"

“She wian my grandmother,” the
glirl sald,

*What
thundered.

Mademolsalio

name?” F‘]l'r.luu
L]

smiled dovastst
Ingly, “Caroline Hrent, monaim®,
ahe  snld, “Callfornia  has  hor
climnte, ber Hollywood, and her
Carollne Hrent, you know." o
Carolina Brent, Indeed!
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