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Has Judge Thomas Speeded Up Justice?

This is 1Iu-dnmlh et I&(' on this subject hy the Better
touwlmnvm Lesigue,

The League is lll!ll-|illl‘li$|l], unil its rm'nluﬁn helons
1@all parties,  They consider the office of Cirenit Jodge
as non-poltitieal, and wz-i. ta eloet the man host qualified
for 18 position,

If dismissing eases without regard to consequences is
up justiee, then Jdndge Thomas has eorginly
speeded it op. In order fo make 2 politieat veeord, he put
the of@iuls af work on, old Giles hunting up cases that
bd mot gone ro judgment. The dismissal of many of these
will do great injury the part The inelude
eviminal enses pending on indictments; equity cases which
teyibhle before the judge only, , leyable
before n jlt]’_\‘. Not one of these enses hng ever In.-(!u Lried.

.t.;u-uiljlll.'

1o ies, LHROS

nro andd luw eases

The following instances will illustrate what the ree-
org shows:

Take the Cleenit Court Journal No, 7.
107 to 247 conscentively,

I~‘t'nn\@nusz|-~;
A1 pages in all, he entered orders
dismissing 158 cuses,

Al
and

of these orders were entered in two days, August
August 24, 1024,

IP'rom pnges 197 to 217 appear 61 eriminal indictments
dismissed. !

O

From pages 217 1o 237 appear orders dismissing 85

ety enses.

i"r-u& pages 28

CHIHeH,

to. 247 appear ovders @lismissing 92
o |

T

In thugyear he also dismissed 24 additioni] evimingl
enses, nine of which were digmissed on snid two davs, mak-
ing 167 enses dismissed in two diys.

'?‘his Procedure Dangerous

Ili~|ni-'~.-@;_-d|l-l euses aceomplishes no good becanse
they mgst b vetained in the files.  Many property rights
depend upon sueh eases. Sometimes the cages are allowwl
tor vemindn untried heen@ie 1}11-‘\' woprn hrnll;_'ll[ Lo stop the
statinte of Hmitations from outlowing the elnims, @ (o pre-
vent logs of title fo praperty ; otlgr times they are pending
on settloments that vest apon eontracts which may boe se
eretly held by the paeties,  Tnoold enses attorneys may
lave died, oramny have mgved away, or the parties mny
v chicd, so that notice would he of no use.  So that ne
orfit is due anyone for dismissing in two doys 167 cases.

The dismisspl of eriminal eases is more sorious, how-
over, The publie is not interosted in the other cnses. Bvery
wood eitizen is intevested in the eriminal cases.  Below we
show THE GREAT VARIETY OF CRIMES FOR WEHICH
PEOPLE HAVE BEEN INDICTED WHERE THE IN
DICTMENTS HAVE BEEN DISMISSED WITHOUT
REASON,

The Docket

I is said that he is eleaning up his docker.  Properly
the docket is simply o book swhieh shows the name of the
ense, the names of the attornegg, and the condition of the
[MIEIY

No modern judge eapable of handling a large amonnt
of |'u-|u|'w has nmything on his docket except cases ready
fone trind When o case 8 at issue, it may then, upon mos
tion, Le put upon sueh a trigl doeket,  When the judge
opens lis conrt he fnds before him g docket having only
In this county that
wanhd he cight or 10 or 15 eases, and that is all the docket
that the juwdge wonlds have to concern himself with.  Of
course if he wants to make it appear that the docket is
large, the judee would eavey ol the ancient eriminal onsey
on the doeket which have not been teied, eases whebe de-
fendants Luve not been apprehended, ote,

Many Cases Dismissed in Violation of Law
Section 1707, Oregon Laws, reads;

CWIHEN COURT MAY DISMISS ACTION
TPON ITS OWN MOTION, OR THAT O TIIE
DISTRICT ATTORNEY., The court may, cither of
its own motion, or upon the application of the dis-
triet attorney, and in furthorance of justico, order
an aetion, after indietment to he dismissed; but in
that ocase, the reasons Gf the dismissal must be set
forth” in the order, whish must be entered in the
journal."'

(hose enses on' it which are Tor trial,

This was passed in 1864 and has l?m"n the law aver
sinee.  No judge has any business to be ignorant of this
provision.  Certainly oo judge has any vight to violate it

Reason for the Law

I o man is indieted and the indietment is to he dis.
mhissedd, the rensons mnst be entered upon the Journal
Why! Beeause it he is innocent, or if the evidence is not
sulliciont to ¢onviet, the siate owes it to him to state that
fuet in the arder of dismissal, and to elear his name.

If this is not the fact, the publie wants to kuow the
Pald Advertisement

@

The stating of the reasons will prevent eorvupt

@

Feisan.
practices,  Tule an example

State of Orvegon v, —————, indietment No.
SG0; Dismissed Judgment Roll No. 1077@), Mareh
26, 190265 grand joury indicted :1--Fi~:9nut for driving
an nntomobile while intoxicated

Indictment No, hFi:.'J'@qhﬁll!}sm'nl Judgment Roll
NeL - This in@etment is against the same de®@
l-"llliiﬁl for muslanehter, toswit, the killing of @
The erand jury @
the one

womnn wimed in the indictment,
imdicted April 28, 1926, Both indietments,
for driving while intosieated, and the other for the
killing of the woman, were dismissed by orders in
exactly the -sltu@ lnnguaee, on the 29th of Oetober,
11246, “Ordered that the above
l‘!}lill!‘ll cause be and the game hereby is dismissed.
M. Thomas, Judge.”

The orler reads:

@I'Iii‘lml copies of each of these orders arve on file with -

the president of the League.

e fnets 1-iuu'w‘?in the two indietments refer to the
same occasion, namely, that the defendant was driving at
preat speed while intoxieatod, and the woman was killed
P' e upsetting @ the ear. The accident occurred Just
after the car hud left Joeksonville, The enr left the pave-
ment and landed on the opposite side of Jackson Creek.

It has been said that the defendant in some Justive
conrt in the connty, plead goilty to reckless driving, and
pirkd @ fipe of #0000, We have caused seareh to be made
likely Justice’s offices, nud there iy no sueh
veeord, THE COUNTY TREASURER'S OFFICE SITOWS
NO SUCIE FINE PAID IN BY TITE DEFENDANT, S0
FAR AS WE CAN FIND.

nt the most

We do not say that the indictmonts should not have
hoen dismissed, for we do not know. WE DO SAY TITAT
THE LAW REQUIRES THE REASONS FOR DISMISSAL
TO BE STATED IN THE ORDER DISMISSING TILE
INDHC'UMENTS

Judge Thomas Dismissed 80 Criminal Cnges; 80
Indiotments Without Giving Reason

I Civenit Canrt Jou®ilg 36 ta 44 inelusive, appeay
ovders dismissing these 80 eviminal coses without any rea
son being stafed in the Journal for the dismnissal of any of
them. These cases cover the following crimes: Posses-
sion of intoxicating liguor, larceny, forgery, mon-support
of wife, unlawful carrying of concealed weapons, giving
liquor to minors, traffic violatlon, obtaining property by
false pretenses, driving while intoxicated, operating a still,
possession of mash, maintaining & nulsance, vagrancy,
keeping a bawdy house, larceny by bailee, selling liguor,
contributing to the delinquency of minors, obtaining money
under false pretenses, burglary, polygamy, transporting
liquor, carrying concealed weapons in motor vehicles, pos-
session of still, malfeasance in office, larceny in shop, ar-
gon, larceny by embezzlement, manslaughter, uttering and
publishing forged instruments, unlawfully acting as real
estate broker without licemse, fornication, burning with
intent to obtain insurance, assanlt and battery, being
armed with dangerous weapon, larceny by stesling steer,
ete.

] They also inelude
No. 260" for burglary,

sieh eases as eriminal indietment
where the defendant was indicted.
skipped out, forfeited his bail, and has never sinee hoen
apprehended. 1 Judee Thomas had known the natore of
the erime and that the man wias o fogitive, of courye he
would not have dismissed the indictment,

But he ‘was making a vecord. e could not give the
reasons in these cases beonnse perhaps he did not know
even the nature of the cases.  Of vcourss, some dismissals
may have been warranted.  In some eases a defondant is
indieted numerous times for the same offense.  This oughit
not to be, but it seemy to ba a preactiee.  When sufficient
punigshment has been dealt out under one indictment there
may  be good reason for  dismissing the rest. BUT
WIHETHER THERE I8 GOOD REASON OR NOT, NO

JUDGE 15 JUSTIFIED IN VIOLATING 80 WHOLE
SOME A STATUTE AS SECTION 174 REQUIRING

THE REASON FOR THE
IN THE RECORD.

DISMISSAL TO BE STATED

The fovegoing illusteates to yon how it is that Judge
Thomas ean clwim 1o have hundled sueh a very large nune
hir of tases,

We speak from the record,  We Leel jiistified in ask-
g you to help us feleot tn offies 0 man who will guard
your rights in his conrt.  Who will not ruthlessly nnd robk-
lessly order to make a record: o man
whose ehief coneern will be to administer all the Iaws ax
be Tinds them.

. BETTER GOVERNMENT LEAGUE.

dismiss enses in

Y
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