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Woodrow Wilson’

By General the Right Honorable Jan Christlan Smute,
Premier of South Africa,

[ Printoid | by Parmission of the Now York Evoening Post.)

s Plac= in History

General the Right Heonorable Jan
Christian Smuts, Premier of the Unien
of Sauth Africa, served with President
Wilsen on the League of Nations com-

'
thelr expression in the peace lrrni\'_l.

|

||.--u-::lr_\.~' thought, but only & dim inth |

Even i Wilson had been one of tln-;'
greast dembgods of the human race, hd |
could not have saving the  pence. |
Knowing the peace conferetice ns 1)

know it from within, 1 feel conyvineen |

in my own mind thot not the Zrentest | ’ .
man born ot womnan in the history ot

the race would have saved that sho-| |

ation The great hope wis not the;
heralding of the enming dawn, as the

lutatlon of some far off event Lowards
| which we skull yet have to make many |
I n long weary marel, - Sincerely is we
believed in the moral fdeals for which |
we had fought. the temptation at Parls |
of o large booty to e divided praved |
too great.  And'In the end not only |
the lenders but the peoples preforred o
bit of Looty here, n steptesie frontlere

| misaion of the peace conference, l
|  General-Smuts was an active Itauerf
| gf the Boer army in the field In the!
| Boer war, He js a graduate of Cum—!
bridge university In Enpland, served,
as state attorney for the South African |
republic, and wps well known as a
member of the bar at Cape Town, |

Accepting the outcome of the Boer
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war, he entered the service of the Brit,
Ith gevernment, becoming colornial sec.
retary for the Transvaal In 1907 and
exercising a leading influence as a
delegate in the natlonal convention of
1910, which drew up thes constitution
for the present Union of South Africa,
He was minister of defense of the
South African government and com-
manded the troops In the campaign
against the Germans in East Africa |n
1916:17. Promoted to be an honorary
lieutenant-general, he was the South
African representative in the Imperial
war cabinet In 191718, This led to his
prominence |n the peace conference
and to his clore contact with President
Wilson, On February 8 of this year
Premier Smuts and the South African
party won a decisive vietory at the
polls over General HMertzog and those
who advocated the secessjon of South
Africa from the British empire,

Pretorin, South Afvlea, Jan, 5, 1921,

It hias been snggested that 1 ghould
write a short estimate and. apprajsad
of the work of President Wilkon on the
termbnation of s presidency of the
United Stated, | Jeel 1T must comply
with the suggestion, | leel | miy not
remiin silent when thepe §s gn oppor-
tunity to sny a word of appreciation
for the work of one whh whom U eame
I elose contaet ab a great perlod and
who rendored the most slgnal gervioe
Lo great Bumon canse,

PREMIER SMUTS

yYours, It wan not Aleestls, It wos n
haggard, unlovely woman with  foo-
tures distorted with hatred, grood, and
wellfishness, mnd the Hetle child thot the
wWoman onrried was scarcely noticed.
Yot it was for the saving of the child
that Wilson had lobored undl he was
# phyaleal wreek, Lot our other great
stntedmeon and lenders enjoy thelr well
entmed honors for their unguestioned
succoss ol Faris, ‘To Woeodrow, the
apparent fallure, belongs the undying
hanor, which will grow with the cen-
turies, of having savol the “little ehild
that shall lead thom yel No other

there, o conl Held or an ofl well; an @
nddition 1o thelr population or Iln-!ré
s—1to all the faint allusements |
of the fdeal. As D sald at the thne, the
repl peace was st to eome, and
coild only come ffom 4 new spleit in
the poppleg themselves,

s 8 8 2 »

reson

What was renlly saved at Parls wis
the ehild=the Covennnt of the League
of Natlons, The political reallsts whi
had thelr eye on the loot were pro-
pared—however reluctantly—to throw
that innocent Httle sop to President
Wilson und his fellow Idenlists. After
all, thore wos not much hirm o It
It threatenod no progent notionnl inter-
est, and it gave grent pleasure to o
number of gomsd unpraetical people In
mokt eountried, Aboye all, Presjdent
Wilson lad to bo conelllated, and this
wis the daat and tho greatest of the
Fourteon Polnts on which he had set
his heart and by which he was deter-
mined to stand or fall. And g0 he got
hig way., But It Is n fuct that only a
man of hin great power and- infludned
o Hogged determination ‘coulid have
carrled the covenaunt through that |
pence conforence.  OLhers had  soan
with him the gredt «Ialon, ethérs had

porhaps glven more thought to the
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elaborition of the great plan, But 'his

wian the power and the will that ear-

vled It through, The covenant s Wil-
son's souvenie to the foture of the

Corner of Sixth and Oakdnle,
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Youe plans eall For wi
ey soane portlon of your profits depend

love they lavish Infinlte Joys and Infin-
It morrows.'" 1L has eome buck Lo my
mind in reference to the close of Wil
son's carcer. For a few brlef moments
lie was not only the leader of the
vrenlest state In the world; he was
il to far gliddier holghts sl e
canie the cenler of the worlid's hopes
Aud then hie fell, misunderstood and
rojocted by his own people, and his
propt cnreor clises apparently Inosig
nil and tragle defout.

What Is the explanation of thig b
mondour teagedy, which iy not selely
Ameplenn, which elosely coneerns the
whole world?  OF course, there aye
puarely Afnerlionn eloments In tho ox-
planation, which | nm not gompetent
to sponk on, Hat besides the Ameis
lean guaerel with Progident  Wilson
there s soowething to be sold on the
afeat mitters lu lssue,  On these |
may by pecmmltted to say o few words,

Ll . - - L

The position oveupled by Proshdent
Wilson ' In the world’s lmagination at
the vlose of the Great Wie amd ot the
eginning bf the peads conlerence wis
toreible In I8 grodit nods, It wns 1
torrible poasition forF any were moan to
ey Probubily Ly no humin being
Inall Digtory did the hopes, the pray-
s, Lo napleations of g0 many il

mrieanee of whitt had happened, ‘Thoy
siw only thot hard, uniovely Prossinn
peace, nmd the great hope digd in thelr
hiourts. The great disillusionmont took
its place,  The most receptive mood
for m new start the world had been In
for conturies passed nway. PFaith in
thelr governovs and leadors was liege.
Iy destroyed, and the foundatlons of
humnn government wore shaken in a
way whieh will be felt for generntions,
The Parly peace 1ost an opportunity
a5 unlgoe as the Grent wate Stsell, In
destroying the moral Weallsm born of
Ll mnerdtlees of ithe w0 dld almost
i mbeh as tha s el in shattoring
Ui stvuetinve of westorn elviization,

A the adlum for all thig fell eapoe-
inlly on Presidont Wilson, Round him
the Bopes e contered s round him the
B Islon and dospale now gachersd,
Papulir opinlon largely held him ro-
sponsible for the bitter disappointment
il grievous (allure, The eynles seols
Feily his friends wero silenesd in the
ubliveranl disappalntment Ldttle  op
nothing b, been oxpected from the
othey leadors; the whole fallure wos
pul to the aecount of Wanlrow Wilson
A finally Amerlen tor rengons of hep
own, jolned the poek and at the el i
wid hils own peaple who tore hlm to
econ

Hit provides thie only toethod and Instine-§

lof peaceful organization and achleves

ative documents of humaon history. The
pence trenty will 'fade nto moerelful
ablivion, aml ity provisions will  be
gradially oblitérated hy the great hae
man' thlea sweeplng over the world
it the covenant will stand as sure as)|
(nte. Forty-two natlons giatheret] roungd
it at the first meeting of the league ot
Genevn,  And the duy Is dot fnr off
when all the fvee peoples of the world
will gnther Found it. It must suceecd,
ocause Lhere I8 no  other way for
future elvillzation, It does not yeallzo
the gront hopes born of the war, Imll

mient by which In the course of tlnluI
thoun hopos can be realized, Spealing
ns ono who hins some elght to gpeak on
the fundnmental conceptions, objeots,
il methods of the eovonant, [ feel
sure that most of the present orltloism
is basad on misunderstandings, These
misunderatandings  will elear away,
one by one the peoples sUll ontshile the |
eovenant will foll 'in behind this bar

ner, under which the haman race | }
going: (o march forward to |ri||m1rlm|

ment unidreamt of vy s children of nn|
unhappler era. And the leader who, in !
splte of apparent fallure, succeeded in
inveribing his name on that banner has |
aehfoved the moest enviable and endur-
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