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Girl Soldiers Help British Tioops atFt outmm duo. SLACKERS WON

EASY MONEY ATIN PROGRESS ON

PRICE FIXED

FOR AWES

AND PUBLIC

GERMAN HANDS

nry corps In their lust, drill in llydo Turk, lonilon, prior to leaving for

English Women Prove They Can Ex-

cel in All War Work Except Actual

Fighting 4000 on Job Actively

Aiding Brothers to Win War Call-

ed Women's Army Auxiliary Corps.

LONDON,. Sept. 24. Behind the
zone of fire at, the Urititsh front m

France, billets for 4000 girl soldiers
have just been completed.'

And the girl soldiers are alreadv
on the job, actively helping their
brother Tommies win the war.

They are snuppily disciplined mem-

bers of tho Women's Auxiliary Annv
Corps the "W. A. A. C."' They have
enlisted for one year, or the duration
of the war. Which implies (hat it s
likely to be a long war yet; and when
it has finally been won there will he
serious question whether women or
men did most.

Short of actual fighting, there are
few kinds of work behind the front
these girl soldiers will not soon have
taken over. Drivers in the motor
transport service, orderlies, military
telegraph and telephone workers, air-

plane repairers, mechanics, cooks,
carpenters, shoemakers, tailors and
messengers the list of their occu-

pations is endless.
Fur every four Tounnicttes, three

Tommies are released to do actual
fighting, tho only war work in which
men can still excoll. . j

, It is hardly sixty years sonce any
war service was thought impossible
for women. Florence Nightingale op-
ened up tho hospital field. Today al
most the. only men in the big military
hospitals are the wounded soldiers
and the surgeons. In the Third Lon-

don General hospital, earing for 2000
soldiers, are 000 women, nurses, or-

derlies, waitresses, cooks and mas
seuses. They nro quicker, gentler
and more efficient.

The in unit ions works are practical-
ly run by munitionettes, 2.5 to HO per
cent more efficient than men.

The ministry of munitions has just
asked for more women to make air-

planes. In this work of extreme del-

icacy, such as measuring to the
part of an inch, their

hands and eyes are more precise.
Suitably accommodated in .camps

and barracks behind the front, nnd
under strict military discipline, their
numbers are continually increasing,
nnd tho importance of their war work
cannot bo overestimated.

The women soldiers at the bases in

France and on the lines of communi-

cation are paid from $10(1 to $130
a year, with free board and lodging.
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SAX FRANCISCO, Sept. 24. Un-

ions nfflllated with the Iron Trades
council here were today pending out
notices of special meetings ot which
the question will be tnken up of rat-

ifying the temporary wage schedule
agreed upon last night by their con-

ference committee and the employors.
The temporary schedule last night

ended the week's strike of 30,000
metal trades unionists. Their de-

mands tor a t' minimum day, an
advance of 50 per cent over the
scale curried in tho compact which
expired Sept. 13, will be left for final

adjudication to tho federal board of
conciliation.

. SAX FRANCISCO, Sept. 24. A

plan for immediate purchase of the
Fluted Railroad-- , n street car prop
erly, by the city of San Francisco
was to .Mayor. lames Rnlph,
Jr.. loilay by officials of Ihe road.

The company's service has been
Ihe past six weeks by a

strike of 17."ill platform men.

WESTERN ERON T

Infantry Has Relief From Recent

Hard Fighting German Reaction

at Langemarck Loses Ground to

British Activity at Lens Indicated

on Part of Canadians.

LONDON, Sept. 24. German

heavy guns were active early this

morning on both banks of the river
Scarpe, on the Arras front in France,
Field Marshal lluig reported today.
A German raiding party near La

was driven away after a sharp
fight lust night with the liritish.

By Associated Press, Sept. 24.
Heavy cannonading was ngain m
progress last night on the Flanders
buttle front northeast of Ypres, but
the infantry had a relief from the re
cent hard fighting. The last German
reaction was not encouraging
enough, apparently, to warrant a
speedy repetition, as Field Marshal
llaig in his dispatches last night re-

ported that when the Germans as
saulted the British lines northeast of
Lniigcmarck yesterday they not only
were repulsed, but lost ground in a
British counter drive.

Signs of possibly imporlnnt activ
ity impending are appearing in other
sections of the Pntitsh front, notably
in the Arras region near the Simrpe
and in the vicinity of Lens, which
city is still being closely pressed by
tho Canadians. Considerable artillery
activity is announced from these sec-

tors.
Tile artillery on both sides is also

notably busy on the French" front in
the Verdun region. ' Last night its
activity reached the stage of intense
violence north of the fortresses in
the Fosses and Ohnuuies wood region,
Paris reports.

T

LONDON, Sept. 24. In comment-

ing on the latest Washington dis-

closures concerning Ihe activities of
Count Von licrnsiorlf, former Ger-
man ambassador . to the United
Slates, the Kolcschuiche Zeitung, ac-

cording to an Amsterdam dispatch to
Renter's Limited, says:

"This affair, if true, has a very
disagreeable charade!', and it is
highly regrettable. The American
government, God knows how, was
able to get a hold apparently of the
whole collection of German diplo-
matic documents which it is now ex-

ploiting against us and Sweden.
What the state department remarks
about the relation between Von liern- -

slorff's policy and the war
can be recognized as a misleading in-

vention by every one who knows the
history preceding Hie cam-

paign."

ATTACK REPLIES

K(lMK. Sept. 2X The entire lib-

eral press continues to attack the re-

ply of (tennany and Austria to the
pope's pen re proposal as 'a unique
example of revolt inu evnieism."

The ( orriere d'ltalin has nioililied
the tone of its enmntent from criti-ei-

to that of miltl npprval. It says
that the replies, nlthotih "retieent
ti represent (nlheion to the papal
proposals, can be rnn.-iiler- as evi- -

ilenee of the siieri'v (l the pmilifieal
inmative.

The fMiee pnH-- that the
revolution i nolieeil in Herman pnb-li- e

opihifin tnwanl- (teai'i' n! fin or
of ii mora lemerahe government
not likely to bo arretel.

Wild and Noisy Session of Congress

Over Bcrnstorff's $50,000 Expen-

diture Heflin Says German Sym-

pathizers Permitted to Win at

Gambling Den Kept by German.

. WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 The
house had n wild and noisy session

todtiy over tho disclosure that Count
llernstorff, while German ainbassa-- .
dor here, asked his government lo

the expenditure of $f0,0()( to
lnfluenco congress.

Kepresentutivo Norton of North
Dakota attacked Representative Hof-li- n

ot Alabama, who was quoted in a
locnl newspaper lis suying ho could
nn mo n dozen congressmen who "had
been acting suspiciously."

llet'lin denied that tho 'interview
attributed to him was correct.

Hepresenlalive lleflin then made
un cxplanntion, amid a flood of in-

terruptions, ranging from groans to

parliamentary objections, complain
ing to the last that ho was denied u
full hearing.

"I huvun t said that any meinour
got any money from the von llern
storff fund," ho snid. "Wliat I did

"say was that there wore rumors that
there was a gambling house in Wash-

ington, run by a German, whero pa-

cifists and slackers mid others- in

sympathy with Ihe German cause won

easily.
'If tho house decides to name nn

investigating eommitteo and asks mo

lo niimu the men that 1 think have
not been loyal and have not been and
are not now standing by Ihe

I'll name I hem. I
an't prove anything. Tho intrigues

of tho German government cannot bo

found out easily, but, a tree in known

by its fruit."
A resolution by liepresentativo

Kordaev, republican, ol! Michigan,
designated to provide for a house in-

vestigation of llel'lin's remarks was
referred to the rules committee by
Speaker Clark. What action will bo

taken on it is problematical.

T

: - !j'n
CONCOltD, N. C, Sop!.

Gaston 11. Means, charged with, tho
murder of Airs. Maud A. King, a
wealthy widow, for whom he ncteiWis
business ngent, pleaded not guilty
when his preliminary examination
opened today.

Mrs. King was mysteriously shut
mid killed near hero August 21) last.

In the first iuqiient Means testi-

fied Hint Mrs. King accidentally shut
herself, nnd the coroner's jury re-

turned n verdict to that effect. La-

ter the case was reopened.
Dr. William II. Hurmolster, chief

coroner's physician of Chicago, testi-

fied that 111 his opinion it would have
been Impossible for Mrs. King to hold
tho pliilol which Inflicted her death
wound in tho woods near here on
August IM),

KAISER OH VISIT TO

LONDON, Sept. 2 1. Kmpcior
William, suvs a dispatch from Am-

sterdam In Healer's, has visited tho
battlerielils in Itiimunia, ami

the troops which participated
in the campaign in Transylvania and
Kiiiiiania in the autiiuin of, 11)1(1.

These troops im now on tho Mold-uvi- u

buttle rout. Addressing the
troops, Kiiipenir William pointed out
Ihe worldwide historical importance
economically lor the home liinds. The
emperor concluded with the declara-
tion that "if war was to continue il
was not Ihe Germans' faull,"

Uniform Schedule for Government

and All Purchasers Representing

Reductions of From 40 to 70 Per

Cent in Present Market Quotations

Approved by President for Steel'

and Steel Products War Indus-

tries Board Supervise Distribution.

WASHINGTON, Sept. 24 Uni-

form steel prices for the American
government, the public and the allies,
which represent reductions of from
40 to 70 per cent in present market
quotations, were approved today by
Resident Wilson.

The prices were determined in an
agreement reached between steel pro-
ducers and the war industries board
after conferences lasting more than
a month. They were based on cost
of production figures furnished by
tile federal trade commission, which
made nn investigation at the presi-
dent's direction!

Supervise- Distribution.
Under powers conferred in the pri-

ority of transportation act, the war
industries board will supervise dis-

tribution of steel in a manner best
calculated to win the war.

The agreement reached stipulates
that there shall ho no wage reduc-
tions in the steel industry and that
producers shall exert themselves to
maintain capacity production.

The prices will become effective
immediately and are subject to revis-
ion Junuary 1, 1018.

WASHINGTON, Sept. 24. Steel
prices agreed upon between the gov-

ernment and producers were an-

nounced today as follows:
; .Steel bars at Pittsburg and Chi-

cane $2.90 per hundredweight. The
recent price was $5.50.

Other prices agreed upon, all sub
ject to revision January 1, 1918, but
to become effective Immediately, fol-

low:
"Iron ore basis lower lako ports,

price agreed upon $5.05 gross ton.
No change.

Prices Kcdured Over Half.
Coke Connellsville, price agreed

upon $G net ton; roccut price $10 a

ton; a reduction of 0 2.5 percent.
Steel plates, basis Chicago nnd

Pittsburg, price agreed upon $.1.25

hundredweight; recent price $11 hun-

dredweight; a reduction of 70.5 per-
cent.

Pig iron, price agree upon $.111

gross ton; recent price $58 gross ton;
If reduction of 4.1.1 percent.

Steel bars, Pittsburg and Chicago
basis, price agreed upon $2.90 per
hundredweight; recent prlco $5.50
hundredweight; a reduction of 47.3

percent.
Steel shapes, basis Chicago and

Pittsburg, price agreed upon $3 nun
dredwelght; recent price $0 hundred
weight, a reduction of 50 percent

This announcement.' of prices,
agreed upon after many months of
Investigation by the federal trade
commission, and conferences between
government officials and the leading
men of the Iron and steel business
was accompanied by the following
statement:

(Continued or Page Fire.)

ARGENTINE NAVY

ill

M KXOS AIKKS, Sept. 24.Mi.h-ilizntio- n

of the Argentine navy ha
been ordered nt a rendezvous :t" kilo-

meters from Hiieiio Aires. There i

nNo unusual military netivity in the
rojuihlie. Altho tins is o.t eligibly due
to the genera! strike, n hiuh official
paid today that the general Matf hits
its eye oien to "other ne:oit

llrilaln's Women's army nuxlll
tho front In France.

TO SHI J

i

FORTLAND, Or., Sept. 24. Ap-

proximately 4000 .workmen in three
Portland steel .slards laid down
their tools at 10 u. m. today and
joined the 3000 men who walked out
of the Portland wooden shipyards re
cently to cniorco their demands for
higher wages und the closed sohp.
Work on government contracts at the
steel yards was halted by the strike.

Tho men walked out today despite
the efforts of President Wilson to
keep thcin at work. Yesterday tho
union officials announced the presi-
dent had wired the men asking them
to continue at work, and assuring
them they would receive fair treat-
ment. At a mass meeting last night
tho men voted to wire tho president
their regrets that they were unable
to comply witJi bis request.

Portland's shipbuilding industry is
practically Tiaralyzed as a result of
the strikes. Several wooden yards
announced last week they would re-

open today, hut changed their plans
when the men last night voted to con-

tinue the strike in the wooden yurds.

T

SiiATTLIC, Sept. 21. Huslnoss
agents of the fifteen unions of the
Seattle metal tradeii council are In
session to consider President Wil-

son's personal appoal to all Pacific
coast shipyard workers to continue
at work and trust to him for prompt
nnd Just action upon their demands.
It Is believed the appeul will prevent
a strike In tho steel yards hero.

A conference of all tho metal,
building, transportation and other
trades union directly or Indirectly
connected with shipbuilding was be-

gun early this afternoon. It was ex-

pected that tho net result of tho con-

ference would bo tho draftlnE of a
personal appeal to President Wilson,
asking htm to make an offort to set-

tle tho eight hour lumber strike In
this state at the same tlmo as the
metal workers wai:n scale, thus bring-
ing about Industrial peace In the ship-
building and all other industries.

GENERAL STRIKE ON
ARGENTINE RAILROADS

III KNOS AlUKS, Sept. 24 A gen-

eral strike on eleven Argcntlnan rail-
roads began at midnight last night.
Truffle has been absolutely paralysed
on all railroads except somo small
government lines In the Interior. Not
a wheel Is moving nn any railroad

entering Buenos Aires,

PLAN MERGER OF

CHICAGO, Sept. 24. A political

working agreement among the prohi
bitionists, progressives, socialists,
siiigle-taxer- s and union labor is said
lo bo the purpose of a conference to
he held here Ocloher 3.

There will be 100 delegates, twenty
from each contingent, and they w

meet behind closed doors.
Virgil G. Henslinw, chairman of the

national committee of the prohibition
parly, would not predict Mint a new

party was lo be formed.
"Such n prediction would consign

my own parly lo the scrap heap, he

said.
Prohibition and progressive organs

this week are expected to publish nr
tides' on the authority of Jlathew
Ifule nnd Frederick II. Chase, respec
lively chairman and secretary of the
national commit loo of the progres
sives, and Mr. Ilenshaw and Seei'O'

tary Frances K. lleauchanip nf the

prohibitionists, advocating Ihe "wed

ding of the two parties. Their plan
would include nieinbci'sliip of ol lie

"liberal" elenienls, joint heudqiiai'
ters in Chicago, New York and Pa
eil'ic coast and gulf coast cities. The
would work along harmonious lines
for Ihe election of nt least forty so

lecled congressmen in 10 IB.

TOItONTO, Sept. 21 Operators
of the Grout Northern Telegraph
company fro inCalgary to Montreal
are on strike today following nice

lugs yesterday in which secret ballots
were taken, all said to bo In fnvur of

tho walkout.
The operators here lefl their keys

nt 11 a. in. the understanding being
that other operators over the sys-

tem would strike nt the same hour
S. .1. Knneakiimp of Chicago, inter

natlouiil president of the Commercial
Telegraphers union, Is here in chnrgi
of the sl.rlko.

SEATTLE STRIKERS

RKATTI.B, Wii., Kept. 2(.-S- trlk

lng union inrpi'nterH returned
work thlH morn iik on all jolts con
trolled by tho Muster llulhlers rxs'so

elation. The earpenlera Mruck
part of the hoyrott on ten hour turn

hor. The muster builders rerom
menilcl that the men live up to thnlr
agreement with tlm Master ItnihlerH
and tmluy'a rreumptlon ot Work wart

the result. Toduy'n action does not
affect the BtrlkltiK carpenters of the
Seattle wooden shipyards,

EIGHT SHIPS OF

HALIFAX, N. S., Sept. 2 4 Tho

British steamship Virginian, 0827

tons, formerly tho Allan linor In

trans-Atlant- passenger trade, Is

said to have been one of tho victims

of the massed attack by German sub-

marines on a convoyed fleet of Brit-

ish merchant vessels off the Irish
coast early this month.

An oticer on a steamship now in
Halifax said that eight steamships,
Including hlB own and not flvo, were
destroyed and that tho Virginian,

damaged and tn a sinking con-

dition managed to mnko tho beach.
Tho officer waB unable to say defi-

nitely whether any were sunk
by destroyers, as previously report-
ed. "Wo were scattered over quite
an area and our ship had her own
troubles in getting away," he said.
"The destroyers woro busy, however,
and I am quite sure some of them got
what they woro aiming at."

CHICAGO, Sept. 21. Victor Olun-de- r,

head of Ihe Lake Seamen's union
and a member of Hie Illinois State
Council Defense, said today that
a strike of members of his organiza-
tion October J seems inevitable.

lie explained that while count of
Ihe secret referendum vote recently
conducted by mail docs not begin un-

til tonight, it is an open secret that,
the men are practically unanimous in

voting tu strike unless the Atlantic
agreement, to which the federal gov-

ernment was a party, is extended to
the Great Lakes.

Able seamen on the Great Lakes,
he said, are paid $72 a iiinnlh during
the siimmi'i'. They are asking $!l."i,

but the shipowners, be said, were
willing tn pay only $H"i, which be said
was the normal advance on October
1, owing In Ihe approach of slnrmy
weather. Navigation on Ihe Great
Lukes generally closes abiiul Ihe mid-

dle of December, and it is ciisfnmary
to pay a higher rate fur work ilurinir
the cub) ciiucliiding mouths of the
season.

FN ID, Okln.. Sept. 21. -- A revolu-

tion of two million malcontents, na-

tionwide in scope, backed by Ihe I.
W. W. and forty-cigh- t ulf ilinled or-

ganizations, including Ihe Working
CIii-- h union, in which it was planned
lo apply Ihe tnri'b In small cities,
shoot ol f icers of the government and
demoralize cnmmiinicatiiin was plan-
ned lor .Inly 2" last, according to the
testimony (oduv of Will Hoover, state
witness in the (rial of eleven nnti-dra- ft

ngitalius,
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