WEATHER—Maximum vesterday, 53; minimum today, 35. FORECAST—Tonight and tomorrow, occassional rain.
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UNITED STATES
S VIRTUALLY IN
TATE OF WAR

Cabinet Meeting Considers Situation
While Speeding Program of Pre-
paredness, President to [Issue
Statement — Trans-Atlantic Lanes
to Be Cleared of Submarines.

P——

WIASHINGTON, March 20.—Wilh-
out woiting for the proclamation
Presldent Wilson 18 expected to [ssue
today or tomorrow that a state of war
exists between the United States and
Gormany, the government today pre-
pared definitely for forceful action
to clear the trans-Atlantic steamship
lanes of German spbmmrines and to
protect Lhe eoast,

As the cablnot convened the sentl-
ment was generglly  expressed that
tha United States Is virtvally In a
slnte of war,

The statement was mide that the
president and  epbinet  disepssed
every phase of the situation,

The most genernl opinjon in ad-
winistration quarters wos that thoere
was no likelihood o o decluration of
war agninst Germany, althongh the
probability appeared to be for o for-
mul recognition that o stale of war
exiats because of Gurmany's aots
agninst the United States.

Cabinet is Silent.

When the enbinet adjourned after
a Lwo-hour meeting none of the mems-
bers would make nny statement, Sec-
retury Danlels would only say there
hid been no new orders to the navy.
Informally Intlmations were given
thet some announcement from the
white house might be expected tonight
or Lomorrow.

Tlie impression grew that the pres-
Ilent had determined to hasten the
convenlng of congress, alrendy called
to meet in extrn session April 16,

As soon as he returned to his of-
fiea from the cablnet meeting Secre-
tary Danlels went into conference
with the navy general board, It was
not revealed whether the session wns
the result of any new deciglon reach-
ed by the president and his eabinet.

No Forecast Maode,

As has been the case since nll offl-
vlnl Washinglon ncknowledged that
a state of wir practieally exists be-
tween the United States and Ger-
many, there is a wide range of specu-
latlon on the precise action Presi-
dent Wiison had finally decided upon
fs no officiul ground for any [ore-
cast,

Calling of congress In an extra ses-
slon before April 16, the day first
chosan for its nsgembly, still continues
foremost among the probabilities but
there nre no indications that Presi-
dent Wilson had finaly deelded vpon
it, On the other hand there wora
somo Indications that the date of the
sesslon would not be advanesd,

Proparations for earrying out the
poliey of armed neutrality to (ta full-
est degree are belng hurried in the
navy department. The pozsibilities
of thelr executlon range even Lo ac-
tive co-operation at sen with the Brit-
ikl and French fleets to clean subma-
rines out of the shipping lanes,

Making War on 17, S,

It was learned definitely beforo
the eabinet meeting that the president
while considering deliberately all
phases of the situntion, had not fin-
ally made up his mind on any for-
ward gtep beyond the aqtive prepara-
tion of the navy for any eventuality,

For the present, Presldent Wilson
fs taking the position that at all

(Contlnued on Page Four)

T0 Q0T COMHAD

EL PaB80, Tox, March 20,—An
Amerigan arriving from Chihuabun
Clty today browght o report that Gans-
eral Franelseo Margila, comnmumder
in ehief of the de fucto troops In the
north had sent a4 message to General
Carranta requesting  money  with
which to pay his troops and muni-
tlons with which to conduct his cam-
pnlgn against Villa, threatening to

resign unless the request waz moy at
The report was In general elr-
eilntion in Chihuahua Clty, the Am-
wrican safd but could not be confirm-
ed,

onee,

GERMANGLEAVE
PERONNE SCENE
OF DESOLATION

Vandalism of Retreating Huns Shown
in Deliberate Destruction of Ave-
nues of Shade Trees, Chopping of
Fruit Trees, Dynamiting of Resi-
dences, Destruction of Cathedrals,

BRITISIT HEADQUARTERS IN

FRANCE, Morely 20.—(From a
siaff corvespondent of the Associnted
Pross. ) —The deliberate charaeter of
the destroetion wronght by the Ger-
minns before their withdeawnl from
Peronne is painfully evident in the
ones beautifnl avenne of trees lead-
ing to the rilway station. These
trees were untouched by shell five,
but each one was hoeked in two with
puxes amd the gnshes and chips show
thut the work wns done within the
lust Tew doys.  The henutifnl gnrdons
of the ontlving were also
wreeked and every fruit tree within
severil miles of the town waus sawed
two-thirds of the way through and
then broken down.

Scores of Rulned Villages,

The corvespondent of the Assoeinl-
od Press wns nmong the first visitors
to Peronne in the wanke of the Eng-
li=h troops whe have now swepl well
beyond that place. It was necessary
to pass throngh n seore of ruined
villages which only a few doys ngo
were within the zone of intense artil-
lery fire, before reaching the bouks
of the Somme, (rossing that strenm
on un improvised bridge and trodg-
ing fthrongh Ialle, Peronne
reached over n vond which had been
constmeted within twenty four hours
over suceeeding rows  of  German
trenches and through recurring mnss-
es of rnsted barbed wire, some of
theso being ot least six et in height
und Tifty Feot in width,

In the ontskirts of the eity Eng-
lish Tommies were encountored wenr-
ing Cermun “pickle”  helmets and
grinning from ear to enrin the gront
sqiare of Peronne,  which is sirs
ronnded by melancholy ruins, was
the British lheatenant who
first patrol into the city., He was
mounted on o splendid little German
pony which he hogd eaptured with its
full ‘equipment.  Severnl other offi-
er wrrived during the moming and
ul for the privilege of taking o
canter ahont the pluce on bonrd the
prize of wor.

Ghostly Silence,

houses

wias

birgy

There silenee  in
most sections of the eily. No sound
of wir wis to be heard exeept onec
when n pryving Geran sirplane sewd-
ded over the shelter of high clouds
nand anti-aireraft guns opened, driv-
ing him to quick retreat,

British officers pointed ont build-
ing after building where apparently
the total dnmnge hnd resulted from

wis 0 ghostly

(Continued on Page Four.)

RUSSIAN ARW
AND NAVY SIDE
WITH REVOLUTION

WASHINGTON, Mareh 20 —Com-
plete eo-aperation of both the Rus-
stin army nnd novy with the new
revolutionary government was  re-
ported today by Ambassador Fran-
to the state departwent.  The
ambassador stated he had received
his information from of ficinl sourees
uwrd eonfirmed it Rt
unofficinlly. The fuet that
disorders lpads offic-
thiat good order pire-

s

to his swn
faction
e mentions 0o
inlg to beleve
vails,

The question of the recognition of
the new government by the United
Stutes is hecoming increasinglv im-
portunt. Officials say the reevipt by
the state department from the Hus
| Binn ambnssador of Forelgn Minis
ter Milukoft's statement to the world
does not sonstitute such recognition,

nor wil such action hy  England,
Fronee and Kussin's  other allies
liasten the decision of the United
States, It i possible, however, that

aetion may be thken shortly and that
even if it 5 not, congress may pasa
resolutions felicitaling the new gov-

ermment, aller it convenes April 106,

ledd “Il“‘

FRENCH PREMIER
OUT OF CABINET

| -
| ARISTIDE BRIanD |

Disagreement over the polley of
Premier Briand of France has over-
thrown the ministry and resulted In
the fornmtion of o new eabinet in
which Driand declined & place,

FORMED FROM AL
POLTEAL FACTON

PARIS, March 20,—The minister-
inl erisis was so completely over-
shadowed by other events that
there hus been little comment on the
new enbinet, It was well enough re-
cvived nnd iz considered adequate
for the thsk It probably never le-
fore did o politieal event of such
importance leave the poblic so in-
different,

Alexandre Ribol, in:selting up the
eahinet 48 hours, = understood
to hove henten all spesd rovords and
his task wos nol tn viey one for Lhe
list wos ehinnged muny times before
it beeame permanent.  Many persons
appointed by him  refused  while
others aecepted ot first, hut later
wilhidrew,

All sections of republican opinion
represented  in the new cobinet,
Premier Ribot belongs to the republi-
enn uniony Albert Thomnsz, the min-
ister ol munitions, to the nnified so-
cinlist gronp: Rene Viviani, the min-
ister  of justice; Professor  Piul
Painleve, the of war, and
Maurice Violette, the minister of sub-

18

nunister

sistence, to the soeinlist represonia-
tives: Louis Muolvey, minister of in-
terior, Jules Steeg, minister of pub-
Ite anstraction, Fendinand David, the
minister of agricuiture: Leon Bour-
goois, the minister of lnbor, and Dan-
iel Vineont, under seoretary of nvin-
ton, helong to the group of radienls
nnd  kocialist Andre
Maginot, the minister of the colonies,
helongs to the republioan loft, and
Joseph Thivrry, minister of finonce,
to the Teft. Al hive
bpsn in office hefore exeept Georges
Desplus, wh ik one of the Paris dop-
utive; Manree Violotle, o deputy for
the depa

radicals, while

demoery

ent of Eure-et-Loir, and
Daniel Vineent, a deputy for the de-
partment of Du Nord.

PORTLAND PUPLS
UNDER NOLRSHE

PORTLAND, Ove,, Muroh 20— Ap-
proximutely 26 per gent of the pupils
of Tortland & under-fod
and under-nonrished as the result of

(LT )

are

| parental neglont or poverty, aceornd-
{ing to & report made publio hore to-
| doy by Dy, Bdna Shenll, vity board
of health inspector.  Parent-tenchor
nskocibions wee plaonige to estab-
| Ll mille in
|t remedy alt .

—_——

NO LIVES L0ST ON
 STEANER MEMPHS

——

dupots various Echonly

NEW YORK, Mareh 20 —No lives
were lost in the sinking of the Amori-

ein stemmship City of Memphis in
thy Uerman  submarine  zone.  The
boat which was missing contuining

Captaun Borum ond seven men has
reached Glaxgow safely, aveording 1o
a dispatel reveived bore from the
Cuptain’ today the owhers, the

Dvean Steaiship company,

by

.

PEACEPROPOSAL
FROM MEXICO

Note to General Carranza Declines
His Suggestion for Neutral Action
to Bring Peace to Europe by Cut-
ting Off Exports—Calls Attention
to Conspiracy.

WABHINGTON, Mareh 20— The
note to General Curranza, dechning
his proposal for nentrnl aetion to
bring peaec to Earope by eutting off
exports ol supplies to belligerents
was mude public toduy ot the state
depurtment,

The refusul bosed, kst on
the apparent hopilesstiess ol peace
ub the present fime ns shown in the
Futility of President Wilson's efforts
and Germany's attompls to embroil
Mexivo ond Japan in wayr with this
country and in the belict that any
restriction of commerce with the bel-
ligerents would in effect boe an un-
noutral diseriminntion,

Nevertheless, the note concludes,
“the president would not be wnder-
slomd ns desiving to impede the pro-
gr. s of o movement leading to the
resumption of penceful relations he-
tween all the belligeronts ung wonld
nol, therefore, wish the Mexioan gov-
ernment to feel that lis ionbility o
wet in the present stite of offairs
shounld in any woay militate dgainst
the nttninment of the ligh ideals ol
Generdl Curranzn by the co-opern-
tion of other nentral governments in
the use of thoir good offices nnd
[riendly mediation to bring about the
end of the terrible war,"

Plot 1s Mentioned,

The note mentions  the “enreful
aml sympathetic  oonsideralion®
which the United States has pgiven
to the proposal, refors Lo the now
vigor ol the warfare dmd goes on Lo
shy:

wns

“To render the situation =il more
nente, the government of the United
States has ynearthed o plot mode hy
the government dominating the cen-
tral powers, to embroil not only the
govermment and people of Moexico,
but also the government wnd people
of Japin in wor  with the United
States, AL the time the plol wos
coneeived the United States wias al
pence with the government and poo.
ple of the German empire and Ger-
man offivids ood Germon sulijects
were not only enjoving hul abusing
the libertios nnd privileges Creely ne-
corded them Amerienn soil and
under Amerean protection.”

Proposal Declined,

The vote then takes up the pro-
posal to eut ofl pommercinl relntions
with the belligeront nations and re-
fors to the Amerienn note to Anstrin-
Hungary to show the policy of this
government in dechning to stop mu-
nitions shijunents.

HHelieving that this position of the
[Tnitod States ig hinsed apon sound in-
ternationil low,™ the convlusion snys:

nry

Yand 8 ponsonant with the estib-
lished practice of nubtions, the pres-
Went cannot brng himsellf to con-

<itler =uch & mwodifiention of these

nrinciples or of this praetice in eom-

phnnee with Genernl Carranza’s pro
posul to suspend commorcinl  relp-
tions with the warring nutions would

untl"

FRENCH WARSHP
OF 18,000 TONS
SUNK BY

BERLIN, Murceh 20 —X Freneli
butileship of the Danton eolass wis

stink by Clerman submarine in the
Mediterruneun e 1y, the nd
mirnity ot wnvedd today,

The admiralty statement roods:

SA Gormoan submarnne commanded
by Lieotenant Coptanim Mormhi, on
Mareli 10 in the western Maditorran
enn, stk o Wrege Froneh b sl
of the Dinton eluss, protecteid by
dektroyors

The bottlealig was ranning o
gng conrse.  Lmmedintely after e
kit she hsted heavily and  eapsized
forty minutes lator™

et

Wirships of the Danton olass: i
Mave 18020 tons,  The eomplement
consints of G681 olfers and men.

WILSON SPURNS

BOAT

CHINA CONFISCATES
GERMAN CONCESSIONS

-

OUNIEGPICD s UNOER T

LT YUAN - HUNG

Li-Yunn-Hung, president of Ching,
who hus seversad diplomntle relations
with Germmny, selzed interned ships
and conflsated German concessions

OONER TO AVERT
STRIKES CONFERRED
BY ADAMSON BILL

NEW

oo

YORK,
the

March

overnmient

20—l

of through

congress to prevent railvond streikes,
in the opinion of the railrond offie-
s s expressed here today, s the
comnlry's ehiel goin from the decis.
ion by the United Sianpes
vourt  yestenday
Adumson uet,

The brotherhood chiels and o sub-

Spreme

upheliing the

commitioe of the manoeers conferveil
Loy 1o work out the generenl prin-
ciples: by which existing pay con-
traols on the various pailronds may
mude to eonfonm thir - ngte-
ment renched here which averted o
strilie. and to the Adomson aoty
The aetual Inbor of effenting de-
taileal ehanges in pay schedules will
be dane

he Ly

botween Lhe
isdiving] managers of ronds wod the
peneril chuirmoen of the fope hrother-
lionels ronds,  With »
200 ronds represented in Ihe recent

i conlerenees

on these

controversy approxunately 800 forms
of vontracts will have to be revised

g that 250000 emploves in Freight
Hervico

iy rodevi ineronses

200 veurly, ar o totnl of

EH0,000,000 yenrly as estunnled by

ruilrond hiauls,

SUBMARIES. SN
BRITIH STEANER

NICHOLAS WE
WHEN INFORMED
OF THRONE L0SS

Czar Taken by Surprise, Rejects
Plan of Appeal to Germans—WIsh-~
es to go to Livardia. to Work
Among His Flowers—Pitiahle Ex-
hibition of Weakress by Ruler.

L ]

PETROGRAD, Mar 20.—Tho hist-
ory of the last hour of Emperor Nich-
olns ns ruler of Russin is rolated by
m gorrespondont of the Outro Rossil
of Moscow as follows:

Two tralns arvived st the station
at Vishera (on the Moscow-Pelrograd
rallromd 1456 miles goutheast of Pat-
rograd) on the night of March 14,
Oun teadn carcied the emperor's suite
the second the emporor, General Par«

on Fredericks, minister of tho im-
perial house, and Admiral  Niloff,
Genoral Zabol and others, Nicholos,

ealled from headoqeartera by the em-
press, wis on the way to the Tsnrsko-
Belo,

Emperor Notified

Commander Voyekiff of the Im
perial train ontered with a telegram
wtating that 700 of the St. George
envelry worg on the way to Tear-
adkoo-Hélo to present nooeross to the
emperor and had arrived at the near-
by station of Diho, headed by General
Ivanoff

“Your mnojesty," snld Voyelofr, “It
in enough that you appear at the
Tenrkoe-Selo In the midst of thess he-
rock and with the Easrskoe-Selo gars
rlson go to the duma, All the troops
will remember thelr onth. Tt will ba
tnsy Lo overcome these young sol-
dlgra,'

It I8 o lle your mijesty,” shontod
Genernl Zabel.  “Yon are deceived,
Read these tolograms;  Hero 18 the
order: “To the Lnperinl tridn at Vis-
hera: Do not send the traln to Taur-
sgkoe-Selo, but to Petrograd.' **

The emperor arose and exelalmod:
“Whnt does this mean? . In it revolu.
tion? Is Grekoff (who signed the or-
dor to divert the tealn) commander
In Petrogruad "

Ihelnr] Dethroned,

Thon General Zabel spoke out, sny-
ing: *Thore are 00,000 troops, with
olficers, haeking the temporary gov-
vrnment.  Your majesty his bosn des
eliwrad dethroned. It 1s lmpossible to
#o further"

Nicholas, completely non-plussed,
oxclulmed: “Why wans 1 uot told L.
fore? Why tell me now when all s
Mnished?™”

After & moment ho added with o
gesture of helplesiness:  “Lat It he
#0. Thank God I will abdleatn if
that 1y what the poople want, T will
Eo to Livadin (the cotnto of the Rus.
sian imeprinl fomily the sonth
conkt of Urlmen) to my gardens. 1
nm ®o forld of fowers” The truln

on

(Continued on 'age Wour,)

ENLST WOMEN

ST, JOHN: N. B, March 20,
Stnking of the Brtish stenmer oy
Mead by a Gormon submarine Mureh |N NAVY |N BASE
14, wa nnouneod Todoay Lv the
owners of 1l vissel ot Belfast, Tre
Tamel,  Cuptain Hoy gl seventeen
members of the erew, thie messig EMERG[NBY
einitl, wore misqing
-~ B Pt cmmisdping
NEW YOI Maoreh 20-The Beny
Hewd asterd G077 wro Lons, W _\{1“{\"“'“,-..' Moveh 20.—8ou-
ond was 390 feot lomgs  She wos | retory. Daniels 1odoy ordered pavil
built ot New Castle i 10908 eommnndnnts it e slntons nnd
Agent wers dvised thit i reeryiling ofl Lo b propared
Offieer MeCartney g sixideen ta enlist women i the actual naval
erew wers Limded dmd thiot bwoo o] Servite, ok Suse of i emergensy,
the bl off rxposure. Holhing The fudge 1 i.’l‘hr'l'-l|- hins
Wil rogandin the fate of |mlvd that women 1 enlisted
Captnin Hoy  nml ithier The | under the lowe repalnting ecruitiog
Bray Head. ownmal b thie 1 Iv:! While 11 ot itended  to ploee
Stosmisbip company, 101, of '|-||.|-|.='-""|II'II o uge, Hthey miny be
siviledd From heve for that sort Mieoh | atilized  for shove duty 0 ooniee-
I with o heuvy « i, tion willy the conissary diépart-
— ” e o ment
Ty (muh a8 slenog-
IPERAL CONERNGE |- 5.7
| o roerade of work for
I mch tl it desiEmnted s thint
HOLDS FIRST SESSION .22
| umahiions dpvision
‘ INE el of oht i men sténoge-
viphers and ol ks for the nasy From
LONDON, Mareh 20=The Britiahi | nmong the regnlir ¢ ted personnel
] -I»c'll.il ponferaneo wos inangurated | ddased the guestion of women's cine-
today, For the Tirst time the oolon [ losment to b taken tip, By filling
il statesmien =t with “the member i:l.-- positions on shore With women,
the Rritish govarncient aeound | the dopartment expocts in bime of
bl i the eodneil ponin ot Pregiier ] omergoney to relieve the men for (he
Liovd Oeoree's of ficial reésidence, (Tovt wereive wnd other dutios,

WLD WEATHER
ALLEDADY

L,

German Retreat Continues
British and French Maintalning
Contact with Germans—Patrols
Everywhere Active East of ,Il_w
Lines—No Heavy Fighting.

—_—

"
ra
A
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LONDON, March 20,—Telegraph«
ing from the British hexdqunrters in
France, Reuter’s correspondent Biys:

“The pace of the German retreat
sopms Lo have slowed down considers
ably during tho past 24 hours, & facl
for which the very wild weather may
well lio responsiblo, A violent Enle
hte  Dboen roaring over mnortheri
France and in still very heayy.

“Aany ruin squalls hive swept over
the battle area but these have not suf-
ficed to render the ground bad and
thers 18 a keen drying edge (n the
wind., Notwithstanding the tempes-
tuous wenthor, hawever, our troops
have made considerable progress, Fol-
lowed roughly from the south of Ar-
yas, our front now runs through or
on the edge of the following places:

Now British Line.

“Peauraing, Mercatel, Bolry-Bec-
quercllo, Boyelles, St. Leger, Vaunix-
Vraucourt, Beugny, Haplincourt, Bi=
rastro, Bus, Lechalle, Etricourt, Mois-
lulng, Peronne, Doingst, St. Christ,
Voyennes snd Canizy, to the neigh-
borhood of Ham on the eastward
bend of the Somme. ]

“Our cavalry and Infantry patrols
are evorywhore active eonst of thls
line. We hold ihw line of the Somma
In strength from Peronne southward
to Canlzy, Oup TecONNAIESHnCS A=
trols are active as far oast ag Mong-
on-Chausse, In several sectors be-
twien Bapate and Arrns our cays
alry madntained thele tonch with the
enemy all yesterday., Thore Wns a
good doal of skirmishing, but oo
heuvy (lghting,'

R
French St Pursue.

PARIS, March 20.—The war off
fleo mnnounces that the French arg
still maintalning contaet with the
Gormuns nlong the section of l.h.n
front over which the rotirement is
taking plaeo but that the advanca
has become more difficult by reason
af the destruction of all means of
communlent'on and on acconnt of bad
wenther,

Gorman attacks at Avoeourt wood
and Hill 304 on the Verdun front
wors repulsed.  Sorjous loss was In-
flleted on' the Germang,

—_— .
Engagements Heported,

HERLIN, March 20.—Thore wers
pevernl ongngements of infantry wnd
ehvalry detnohments yosterday be-
twoeon Iieitish and Germoan forces fn
the territory on both sldes of the
river Bomme gnd the River Ofse,

" [#bandoned by the Germans, accord-

Ing to the officlul stntement isaved
today by the nrmy headquartors stafl,
The French yosterday and Inst night
directed violent attacks ngainst the
German positions on the left bank of
tho Metse, the statement adds, hut
overywherd they were rapulsed,

ENENTE EWOYS
RETURN T0 ATHENS

LONDON, Mareh 20, —The tainice
fern to Greees of the entente nntions
hinve ngain token up thefe residence
i Athens,  Rewber's n-urrmqmﬁdmt'#
thore roports,  The dizcharge of 'n I

catgo of whent destined for Piraneus
bogins todny, \

——— i
. Tlll' ndmigsion of whehi to Qreaca
indicates the lifting of the blockada
which lins boon in effent for soveral
woeks,  The Oreek govermnent has
made repeated roprosentations that
widesprond  wnfloring  wils baing
|>u-|~-'_-l by the shulling aff of food
supplies: to which the ontente re-
“,]f""'h"l that the blookgde woulll bo
lifted whon Groewe had cutnplied ful)
with its demonds, The most im{
portant of these domands were the
transfer of the anmny to lower Groecca
ond the disbanding of he resoryviats,
forthe purpose of ramoving the poge
sibility of an attack hy Groek troops

o the rerr of the wlli rees
Mnt‘m'ntlill. S “"d to I‘




