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PRESIDENT ASKS PEACE TO AVOID WAR

LANSING SAYS
NATION DRIFTS
[OWARDS WAR

Position of United States as Neutral
Becoming Increasingly Difficult as
Its Rights Are Being Disregarded

‘hy Belligerents—Our Own Rights
Prompted President’s Action.
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Without Proposing Peace or 0ffering
Mediation, President Asks Bellig-
erents to Discuss Terms on Which
They May End War—Action a Sur-
prise to Diplomats.
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