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LEGAL PROCEEDINGS TO FORM AN

IRRIGATION DISTRICT

FIRST

Election of directors.

SECOND “Directors investigate supply of water, cost, and all details.

Directors cannot spend more than $1.00 per acre under any cir-

cumstances, and for this investigation should not expend more than
10c per acre.

bDirectors formulate plan of general irrigation system and submit

same to State Engineer for his approval.

THIRD

FOURTH
FIFTH

THE GIST OF THE WHOLE MATTER |

Without irrigation, the growing of frolt ad nn Industey on any large senle
I8 Jpossible In the Rogue River valley, 1L Is hot conitended, but that apples
and peirs, and good opes, cun be grown hero without lerigation, but not
In guantities, not at o cosl o omake the husiness, yeur [ uond vess out, & profits
able one,  Oher frult wing sectlons with frrigation produce on the averngo
more thon twice as many apples and pears per aere w8 we with leas Inbor
of enltivition, sl eansequently produce them vory mneh more cheaply. The
ekt producer, without water here, I8 ip oxactly the spme position as the
numufaeturer whae, without adoptinge  improved  mselhinery and  methods cof
production, attempls W compete with other munnfueturors who (o,

Without frrigution, Intensive cultivation of (e godl I8 impossible o the
Itogue Rivey valley, 1t is not contended thial sugur beets, for Instanesd, cun-

not Le grown in this valiey withowt ircigation, hut not in sufflclent quantities,
not with suffelent cortainty, nor a4t o low cnough cost on the avorages 10 maxe
the Industry a profitable one.

Without Irrigation, the growlng of clover {s Inipassible, Only a small por-
ton of our land will successtully grow alfulfa, and the produoction of alfalfo
i on such loods as will crow it Is Inoreased {ifty 1o one hundred per eant by

The ony farming that can bo caveied on successfolly in this valley without
Ifrightion 18 graln growite aud stoek ralsing. For this type of farming the
prices al our unirrigated Innd here are stll] on An avernge twice 18 high 4s they
will yleld returng on,  The Chiy of Medford s at Jesst twice as large o clty as
can be perminently supported by s surropnding farming territory devoled to

this kind of farming,
These are plaln, unvarnished facts. Irrigatlon is ahsolntey essential to
the prospevity of this valles. Whhont {frrigation. a very large percentage of

the people now here must seek a lving eliewhere

The itrigation of thie valley and especially the ferigation of the gectiog eoavs
ored by the propoped Irrigation distriet s hnpossible on ooy other plan than
the district plan.  Thig is true, because the cont of gettlng water to it |s so
henvy that the burden, i placed upon only o smndl portion of the land, s ton

groat (o be borne
It will cost sohetantinlly the sanie to constroot an lrvigation syatem to
ireignte 10000 aores of land scattered through the district as It will to con

all the innds in the district. It in a phywical Impos
gution systam for 10,000 neres of land  scattered

Elriet i gysting Loy
siblllty o bulhl Wt
througll the proposed sreigation district st o cost of less than $75.00 per aore
and It would be absslately Impossible o the contraet plan (0 seedre eofiracis
ring 10,000 acres at Lhis price

ft 18 wither the district plan

ooy

the district or no irrigatien

The district plan of 1 thon by the only Just and equitable plan.  An Irriga
tion system bulll alopg the Hnes of the propos High-Ling atem would
constitute @ direct and posttive advantage (o overy acre of Tand in the dintrict

Gy eleeie o iesieesirdiedfealoriosireioaioairairaioais oo aioiiodfeddy

whether the waler was used upon (b or not. The very fact that Irrigation
wag available would directly aod substantinlly lncrease s selllng value. More
over, the irrlgating of 10,000 seres of land within the proposed distriet would
s0 ralse the water table and so bereaso the sub-declgation as to affect In n
marked degres the producing powor of every acre of land In the diatriot,
whethor it directly used the water or not, Tt has beon the exprience of
numerous ranchors in this valley that flelds and especiolly orchards, located
adincent to lands which are irrlgated dorive w great deal of additionn! mois.
ture from such adjncant Irrigation. 1 as muoeh us 10,000 nores of the land
I the seatlon covered by the propossd Deelgation disteiet wore Teclgated, this
effeet In n few veurs would probobly Lo o marked ds to make lerigation on
the remolning lunds wonecessary for many kindd of forming.  The reaalt
would be o glve the whole dstrict o groatly needed advantags and to throw
the whole burden upon a small portlon of the land.  This Is unjust and une
falr, and In the present shtantlon s bagpossible

The dlstriet frrigntlon plan s the only plan which places It In tha
power of the land owoors to pafesoard thelr Intorests and (o be sure that they
are getting the value of the monesy they upend

If the irrigation district carrlos ot the coming eleotion, a board of di-
rectors, composad of lnadholders [y the distrier, will be elected, who will have
the power to employ the necoseary coglneers and exporis to Investigite the
water supply, to préapore the e ry plins and specltieations fot o permn
nent and adequate Irrigation system and to determine what such n system
should cost and shat a faly price for Ib wankl b These are matters which
could never be properly looked afier by land owuers, buying thelr Irrigation

on the contract plan, The reanlt of attempts to Irelgite on o large scale by
privato corporations om the contract plan in the Pacific Northwest has always
teon either that the corporntfon talled or that the land owners wers de

frauded. The men hehind the Rogine River Valley Canal Company do not pro
pose to bave #ither of those hilnes huppen o the present igstanoe

1t the mon who lLsve beon pomiontiad for the THrestorshilps Io the pro-
posed Irelgatlon distriet dre not the best men who epuld be choten, the Jand
swnrrs ave (i thelr gower 1o neninkte other men for the positions by Nl
Ing a putitdon glgned by ten land owners of the Diviglon It wis nocessary
thiat the lind ownerd bedidnd the movement o organise the District ahould
nominate someone, because the law expressly directs thut the notlee of slec
tion ahall contain the names of men to b voted on for thy verlous offioes and
until someons was pominated there would be no ome for the County Coure
to designate in it notice of vlection

As stated] above, the powers of thie Board of Direetors sre merely to pro

dire the sxports nocessary for o colplete and thorough investigation snd to
report thelr findings first o the state oagineer for his approval and then tw the
land owners of the [Metriet, They are authorized (o Incur the exponss ddces
phty Tor thie purpone, which, at most, shonld be bt & fes cents per adre,  They

State Engineer makes investigation and advises directors on supply
of water, cost and construction.

Directors prepare itemized statement of plan to secure irrigation,
cost, and all details, submit same to land owners.

INAL ELE CT ION---land owners vote to accept or reject.

have no rlght 1o incur any other obligation whatever, Hofore any contraet
can be let or any bonde of the Distrlet Issued, they must submit the reaults of
A1l thelr fovestigationy to the land owaees, and put the matter up for another
election,

Thero 1 only ono posylble Justificdtion for any oppouition to tha proposed
Trelgation Distrlet, and that fa that no lrelgation system for thils snction is
wnnted. The method proposed In the rlght way: It Is the just way nnd L
15 the only way,

The lte to bo doelded [ the most important one that hag been placed
pefore the people of Uils communlty In years,  An Irrlgation Distriet moans
o inerensed production in this seation, which will fnsure the coming of rall-
roads, tho bringing Into (he eompnunity of tho money necessary to meol our
abligitons and to mako Moedford and the surroundlog coMntey prosporons. Tha
dofeat of the Distrlet means more years of depresidon, hard tHmes, mortgage
toreclonutes, falllng pricos of land, and dwlindling populintion.

The question bstore the people Gt this time i simply this:  Ts the com:
munity contralled by uoprogrepsive reactlonarles, who are watlsfied to hinve
tho country farmed as 1t was shen Medford ns o town of 2,500 poapla was
large eoough to supply the demands of the surrounding eountry, or in the
eountry controlled by progrostive, forward:dooking men, who want to make
thiy region, the fraitful wealthoproducing soction thut it oun be wade with

Irrigution,

Tn order that there can be no possibie question anto the satoly of the
Iand ownerd In colering upon thin projeet the Hogue River Valloy Canal Com-
pany Wereby offirs, o cnse the diktriet 14 organizod, 1o enter into a contract
gulrantecing to firnish thirty thansand aere feel of water to the Dintriet to
covnr (U twenty thousand aeres of land, and offors th give the Distriet a
good and safficlent guaranty properly secured thut (L will réduce Its price
pro rati In case [t 68 not able to furndeh the (ull amount of water. The Com-
pusy alno courts the most searciing Investigation an to the rensonablenens of
the price (it bs ofterimg and ws to its ability to earry out ls contract

It alsé offers (o take the bonds of the Distriet at par, although it s & no.
torigus fact that seeurities of thiv kind almont always sell In the market at a
consideruble discount.

The praposition I8 so fair, the Intersts of th community nre mn perfoelly
proteetidd thut there (k no poukilde rehdbn fof yejoeting It extegt the ono
reacan that the lund owners (n the District do pot want (relgation,

Mr. Weleh, who ts flpaueiog (thin company., would long agoe have ahan-
doned this enterpriae had it not been that he has nover bedn associatod with
auy enterprise which proved a fallure, aud is unwilling o be put In that
position gow if It enn possibly be avoided. Thip eommunity has appareatly
it yor swoka Lo ite good fortapne in heying available @ man of the ability of
Mr. Walch Lo holp It get the oue thing which It lmperatively needs to in-
stire Is prosperity,




