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SOURCE OF WATER SUPPLY

T HE question as to whether theve will be sufficient sup-
ply to provide the proposed Medford distriet with
water for irvigation is thus answered by John . Whistler,
engineer of the United States reclamation service, in his
report upon the Kogue River valley irrigation problems,
published in February, 1916:

“It is estimated that Bear creek and Little Butte
ereeks, supplemented by storage in Fish lake and Four-
Mile lake, will furnish a supply sulficient for 35,000 acres
in the Medford division, at an approximate construetion
cost of #40 per acre, including distribution system; that an
additional supply probably sufficient for 15,000 aeres can
be obtained from Big Butte ereek at a cost of #29 per acve,
delivered to Hopkins lateral,

“igh lnke 18 the source of the North Fork of Litile
Butte ereck and lies near the summit of the Caseade rang,
Just south of Mt, MeLoughlin, By constructing a fifty-
foot dam, a storage capacity of 20,000 acre tu'l can by
obtained. The water supply available for storage here is
vneertain, but will probably equal the storage enpacity,

“Pour-Mile lake lies twelve miles northeast of Fish
wle aud at an elevation 1000 feer higher,  Fifteen thous-
and five hundred aerve oot stornge  capacity  ecan be ob-
tained by consteneting a twenty-foot dam. The vecord of
rin-off from this lake is very short, but it is probable that
the yearly supply of 10,000 acre feet is all that ean le
depended upon,

“There 18 sufficient flood water in Bear ereck to sup-

April and May, and enough in any event to insure against
evop failure,’

This supply cuan, it necessary, be augmented  in the
future diverting of the south fork of Big Butte with o sup-
ph' sufficient for 15,000 neres, at a cost of $437,000, 1t is

algo Teasible to divert the south fork of luu,n.c- river, with
w minimm average flow of 110 second feet, into the north
fork of Big Butte at a cost of ll]l]ll'l!.‘ihlml‘.'h‘ FO4,0000.

It will be seen from the above that there is no question
bt the logien] and praetieal souree of water supply for the
Medford district is from the Rogue River Canal system,
which agrees to place the water on the dand for $40 an
aere, tuking as payment thy honds of the distriet, should
the distriet enter info gueh o contraet,

For the fiest five years, under the disteiet plan, only the
maintenanee charge is paid. On the sixth vear the land-
owners begin puying interest at the vate of G per cent per
annm on the prineipal, On the cleventh year 5 per cent
of the principal is paid, On the twellth year, 6 per cont;|
on the thivtecuth year, T per cent, ete, until the priveipall
T been Fully paid at the end of the twentieth year,
that there isonly maintenanee,

It would be lavd to I‘imnv out an easier or more gquit-
able plan for lund owners to sceurve ivvigation, It enables
them to pay for the water ont of their increased produe tion |
during a long tevim of vears. 10 will, moreover, ereate a
market for their property. anel those who desire to soll will
have no difficulty with irvigation provided,

WOMEN IN POLITICS

OMEN of Ovegon participated for the fivst time at a

presidential eleetion this year, and many sinecre

advocates of sulfrage npon the hroad grounds of demoe-
ey and justice confess to a disappointment,

Cardinal Gibbons, who has never advocated suffrage,
recently declarved:

The luslntente on a plght of particlpation In getive politival 1ile Iy un-
doubtadly opledlptod Lo rob woman of hor grace of charmeter and give
Any o~
pation, however alluring In e spedions protense, which draws womnn's ni-
tention from her most ovalted duties of motherhood will resolt fn detei-

ment to the natfon and the rive,
Ad fur un | have obeerved [0 wppoars that womin's suffrage to tho

portont that B han beon granted in fhis countey o not chungod the rennlt

Uy wlection,  Thare has boen o lsrger vote, buat the yesults have

the gieme i they wonld heve bhoen I wormen had not voted, Thug iL s
thnt oy politieal 1ifo has not beon benefittod or purified by the entra
of woman into the politienl arenn, though the domestico Wo of those on-
wiod dn this political work must have boen negloctod or ab least Qonpaired.

Those who expected that women would exert a purify-
ing influenee inpolities received o severejolt when, nnder
the divection of unse I1I{n||ull‘~ |m!r1w|uu~ they  devoted
their enevgies to seandal-mongering.  Some few seened to
grasp with avidity fhe eestwhile wi mlllwlr s’ fliscearded
deenpation, and made houseto-honse visitations, wltisper-
ing sliander and calumy sofoul and libelous that no paper
dared fo pring it

Probably most Oregon wornen are fived alveady of the
ot and ashamed of the part played by some of their
sox.  The majority has little interest in ]mhlwa exenpt |
when some wmoval gquestion is invelved, Bul women hav-
inge secnrved the vight to vote must, o addition to their
other duties, now digelaree (e responsilinlities of citizen
ship they so long elamoreil to assume.

Waomen have added another hurden and must hence-
forth play their part in the evolution of  dewoeracy  to
estalibish social justice and male life better worth while
the living.
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