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A NEEDED REFORM

gon i the adoption of divect legislation and the so-
called Orogon svstem of popular government,  failed
demaerative the adojisisteation of poblie sehpols—which
still exeludes o wgority of the people Trom a voiee in their
_m;}nillrl,

Ouly properiy awners are perimitted to vote ot g sehool
election and as the majority of parents are ot property
fowners and wlarge pereentage of the property owiers pre
ot pavents, the vesult i nosatisfaetory and not in har
wony with demoepney,

The jdea of providing o property goalifieation as an
Pessentiad for g vaiee in the direetion of seliools is o survival

|ul' the elises legishation of fendal dayvs, when only the mino-
- Fortanate enongh to he possessed of o considerable por-
{tion of property were judged wise enongh to lepislate for
the mufority—wlio were not to be trasted inomatters of
L public concer.

| ossession of property never vet conferved wisdom.
Ervariably the first interest of property is to proteet itself,
As aoresnalt ot laws and oue eonets have had as their oh-
Jeetive the safe-pnarding of property st the expense of Ti-
manity. A lopesided system of government fins resulted
which penadizes the poor,

Who i most vitally concerted in the administeation of
publie seliools—the parent or the taxpavert The former
Ly bave Tadl o dozen éhildren whose fatare is ot stoke.
e latter may pay o fewoeents orn Few dollirs taxes aid
lis i iviterest is to keep the tax vate as low as possible,
‘ regintdless of the publie neeessity,

The evil effeets of elass logiskition is appirent. School
[ hoards are froquently condneted as elose corporations, in
‘Wllil‘il thie pubilie have lithle voice, The immense invest-
ment in publie buildings is idle o great  part of the time,
The v of thie dildings as community centers and distriet
mecting pliees is denied the public. A great economie
wiste Tollows which inereases taxation without vesultant
henolits,

The sehool rouse, bilt by pulidie funds, shotild be do-
siganed and used as o communit ¢ foram, swhen not in gse for
selool purposes—a neighborhood ocial eonter, offering
s of orgamezing deliberative hodics for the peomotion
ol general welfarve through common eonnsel and commoen
action, ns well as extension comrses by loetures and diges-
ston ol education for adults. Only by sneh diseussion ean
demoeraey he perfected.  Undep elass legislation this has
not and will not be accomplished.

LLalf, probabily a quarter of the mumiber of sehiool honses
we liawve b preesent, i praperly ubilized, wonld (i1 the edn-
cutional needs of the commumity, and provide for better
echuentional equipment.  This is being recognized thiough
the nation inormar! dighricts, where four or five distriets are
heing gronped in one, with adequate Faeilities, and the
money Formerly spent in mainfenanee of siall sehools, ¢los-
el Balt the year, is nsed fo provide tramsportation fo the
central seliool for o more extended forn,
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Fornn of o Lows governing the electorate, The gl of et -
izenship, which confers the vight of a voieo incall uational,
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industiial warfare?

The railroads are in

Passenger

WAGES

Shall they be determined by |
Industrial Warfare or
Federal Inquiry?

To the American Public:
Do you believe in arbitration or

The train employes on all the
railroads have voted whether they
will give their leaders authority to
tie up the commerce of the country
to enforce their demands for a 100
million dollar wage increase,

your service, This army ol employes is in
the public service—your service.

You pay for rail transportation 3 billion
dollars a year, and 44 cents out of every
dollar from you goes to the employes.

On all the Western railroads in 1915, seventy-five per cent of the

train employes eavaed these wages (lowest, highest and average
of all) as shown by “he pay rolls—

the public service—

Freight Yard

Average

$2195

Range
$1747
3094
1543
2789
1053
2078
854
1719

i

Engineers .

Conductors 1878

Firemen 1317

Brakemen. 967

Rangw

$1537

30
1454
2933
751
2059
874
1961

Average

$1378

Runge
$1056
2445
1151
243
418
1552
862
1821

Average

P $2071

1835 1355
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1107

1135
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The average yearly wage payme
ol ked only pact of the year) as
shown by the 1913 payrolls were—

Passenger Freight Yard
Eogineers. . , . ., . 52038 $1737 $1218
Conductors . . . . . 1772 1624 1292
Firemea . » . o « . 1218 973 832
Brakemen. . . . . . 921 1000 1026

A 100 million dollar wage increase for
men in freight and yard service (less than
one-fifth of all employes) is equal to a 5 per
cent advance in all freight rates.

The managers of the railroads, as trustees
for the public, have no right to place this
burden on the cost of transportation to you
without a clear mandate from a public ‘tri-
bunal speaking for you.

ment of this controversy cither under the
existing national arbicration law, or by refer-

employes’ representatives,
Shall a nation-wide strike or an
investigation under the Gov-
ernment determine this issue?

National Conference Committee of the Railways

nes to wfl Western train em-

proposed the settle-

Commerce Commis-
been refused by the

A 5 GHEIG, Sl iw Kervioars,
L bmiie & =oi D rwmiioen Nallonad,

C W, KNS, o't Manager,
A isboinhi, Topris & Sanis Fr Rallwap
W, MeMASTER. an'l Manager,
 hiowiling ke Krie Malliwiod
N i
. v
IR ]
[ ,
M LULLLE U TIE ST PPy
Frainey lonmbe Linie & nal

Wb AERRON, Ve
> eril Mo

s Line
A STOSE, ¥ivvs Providess,
Fave Mullrman

G 3 B ALY, P Prva B Gen'T Moanuger,
Suiest Lomiral Linse.




