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Jackson County
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uildin g_ Road of Three Nation

%
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(hy 1. A Kittredge, Hosldent

Englneer.)

During July of this yeur the connty
conrt of Jackson county huthorized a
preliminary anrevey to bhe made over
Misklyou mountaits by Mr J 8
In the month  th

”lln
Howard lator

county court, by formal actlon, 1
quested the Hinte THghway FEngineor
Mr, N, L, Duwlhy,
chargo of all work

the bond Isane

to tnke eomplots
proposed to liv
done under On Beg
tamber Bih, the people voled In favor
of bonding Jackeson countly for 400
Hu0 by an
Thin in the

election

overwheliing il )ority

han been beld for & simllar
purpose under the terins of the new
law authorieing thi

to boud themeelyen for

He v
rond work
The proposition which was submitied
by the
petition
three Lo one

The Cstifornia Hiate Highway De
partment has alrendy made 8 survey
and connected uorth and south
trunk road up the Racramento valle
with the Paecifle MNighway through
Jackpon county and will probably be
gin construction sarly o the spring

Begioning at the California-tregon
iate line, our road will folow
the hillside
lun feel above the

countly court upon

was carrled by a majority of

her

along
atl an elevation of about
nhd
cent grade

valley Con
finues Lo climb oh & & pel
fur about one mile Then follows a
mile of romd with Just sufficient grada
for good dralpage Near the

this streteh of road Ie a spring which

enid o

runs the vear around and will  be

hrouwght Into & conerete trough At thie
road fur the um
For the

upper edge of the

of teams snd autos nexl

oue and ovne-halt miles the road fol

lows the steep hillside on & 6 per
cott grade The curves are all eany
and the country open thus mak
ing It nsale routs pite of the atee)

hillslde At the end of this grade

we come upon & bench which In near!

the same wlevation as the su nit nt

the pass We travel along this sheil
with Hght grades and long oan)
curves for twe miles From thin

point we are ahle to d southward

Ahasta and the valley in

and see M1

Callifornla AL our Jeft W bos
daown Into the depdhs of Lhe valle nl
most at our foel and ofe than A
thousand feet Hhelow Here and thee
the bottom of the salley la dutted
with farm houses surrounded by
groey flelds and trees The sparsely

wooded slopes of the valley's floor
afford good pasturage for cattle andd

rural scen
tourist paint
Vi)

road for he has the two

shesp thus adding to the
fewl |
this In an

Bl our ram the

of view sirite . wl

CXLFeines

peenery ln view al once the grantd

eur of the rovks and ohitfs finmmedinte

Is above and below him, and st h)

feal, n quarter of a mile below, Hes

the valley and the pastural sceta

"Across the valley mas be soen th
long ribhbon of steel of th
Pacifle rallway
flectod thelr
wind In and out
an effort

viulloy

suulhern
when the san i te

from surface an the!
mround the kil in
o the the

with as easy a8 grade as pos

to get foor of
sible

Along this streteh of road we have
another spring of water so cold that
It miakes one's testh hurt and in suffl
clent quantifes to keap n Httle stream
running during the hottest
Then all at

jasn and look down lnto the beaut!

weathor
Onee We ruan up o tha
over miley of
and the

hevond with

ful Rogue river valley
wooded mountaing and ol
floor of the valley
Mt Pitt in the distanee

awa

The road follows the vldge for &
short distance when a view of hoth
the valleys - one Into Oregon and the

other Into
then It drops over and commencos Lo
run down along the billside
the roilwey simtion of
the north entraics of
tunnel
from the summit

Californmie  are Vi bl

toward
Rinkiivou nt
the
Lthe
to the
hill the grade s betwoon o 4 per cent
and & 8 per cent most of the
There are no curves with u radiua
sharter than one hundred feet and
when the whole curve s not In sight

long 8 P
'iroughont dintane

oot of the

W

|
first Instanee (o which an
1

|

rial rountins

popular i

Cfoothille of the

Construction Scencs in dackson
County Hoad Hullding,

then our sharpest curves have a rad

fum of 200 feet

Op Lhe route [t will be necossary f

eroms the rallrond twige ~ohoe nt
Doliarhide croscing  and  agaln  at
Atelnman In both of these cases the |
Lighwna will paes over the raliwa
an B tuancrele ridge A Rielninan
n novel it very neveasasary, plece of
vonatruction s seen where the |-|n-l'
not only jwmasen over the rallway bt |
turhim three guarter ol A cireie and
-_.nq-iu uner teell This was dune
to save the exponse of making a 1)
tarther down whicth would have used

thonsands of yards of marterial

Two mileg more of grade and th
we come to the Moor of the valley anld
amldg the
looked
the summit two thousand feet! above

run siong farm scenos

which we down upon from

it leads past & pumber of minera

nprings fmmous from the earliost das
when early settlers i LD trave
idistances L LIAln the haalthf

effect of the walers

Arhiland,
the
mountaine

The road passes thirough
A lwautiful eclty, s the
Blakiygn

eldge of

well paved aud beautifully

At the norih ity lmitse the ronl
rallrond

rossing | passing under ths

i LT NUw Jangeraus

A hiall

Medford we jrarn

milleg farther on the roml

toaward ot ween
two hot
hot wil

that

pprings which are steaming
winter long It I8 expocted
will soon be bulit

the

A sAnAatorium

here, lant howlng walor to hinve

woliderful health
Ashiand and Medford the |
ad  pmesems thro Iy 1 F

Hogue

projpertios
Hetween
ikh probal
hickly settled part of

river salley and when paved w

voperete or blituminous material w il

LY !‘.n'l and frelghling Yory cany
The
feel himself (o bo
him

froc

and pleasanl betweon cition

tourist will surely

in the

traveled In ouly &

land of wonders Tor he

short time

the rupeed miountaln top to the Deg

tiful salley of npple and pear or
Chnrds [
About & wile of pavement in  the
ety of Medford, the metropolia of
Southern Oregon, will bhe utilized
Hetweop Medlord and  Central
PPoint the road will follow the present
route, but all sharp < i wiil Y
rounded off ofore the perinnn-nt

Inid

cadam base will be
After leaving Central

road again approaches the foot

Fhe present ma
of BIE Assintiance
Foint the

hills

PRvement s

J. 8, Howard, Pioneer Engineer and Hoad Bullder of Scuthern Oregon,

and as we pass through the
the Wiackweall hills
strotch of road from which the rives

PABK OVl

theve s gquite A

valley land, and orchard form a won

Hy ) ' ow

derful panoremic view

Farther on the road crosses Hoga Up to 180 whon Jackron
river, passes through Gold WL and  extended from o polpl west of Gia
thence on down along the river's 1uss (o 8tain modntain on the vast
ecdge to the town of Rogue Hiver ot about ' i ¥ L A

It hs been the effort of the enel  west amd abeut T80 ulles avera
neors 1o g0 locate the 'aneirie 1 h width norih i ith i t W
Wiy s s not only to make the most tervilory aod o s voepulation and
permanent rosd with the least mone y Himbtedd tax rodl, aby L et Lhayl
but nlso to thke andvantage and show conld be done In the way of 7o
off to the tourist travel of the world was to survey u traverse line so W

much of the diversified and wonder- to show the road location and plice

map, and the

ful scenery of Rogug river valles it on the

apeiing uj

Road Building in Pionecr Days

. Tmpry (A | i 1 W
1 1) I L roi vi
A L the In Ch ) ! Wi L
[ out the road ane | W
dia 1 is
i st nol
| y L I 1k i
A i I i RITRX 4 TR
portunit king i T
{ [} inl i i T wbibities, whit-
Postal Roads
Oiregon wie the first of the statos

to apply for ey

of the Dourue LI, whereby the (o
oral governuent approprinted $10.
000 to $20.008 put up by Jackson |
county for Improvement of vurnl de
livery postal rondes

Work wus vegun last October un

der Major W A, Virossiands, senlor

onglgesr of the burean of I\iﬁ[\,“ﬂ.)h, {

aprloniture, Blormy
the work, -
though good progress * us wade durs
ing the time of consteaotion.

The rovk was guarried at" the
Uriflin ereok quarry snd hauled by
traction englne aud the county dump

dopariment of

wepther  nterrupred

enrte a8 fury as three miles Waork
will be vesumed In Pebruary. Mean-
while conereto oulverts  wre  belog
erccted by 85 A, Howard, who se-

irulro.l. the dontruct,

under the terms |

AP OLD GR
ON CRATER

Major 1, L, Bow iy,
State Highway Engineer,

¥, A, RKittredge,
Hesbdent Highway Fngineer,

ever he might have had 20 far as
things varthy were concernod His
talents might as well have been
stored with hisz other troasures o

hoaven
in 1872

Major W. A, Crosslands,
Seulpr Eguineer Bullding Postal

MHighways,

when what s now Kla-

L LA ]

Lla L =
> Y o
B A ——
' |
; ‘I }
| N —_— l I - . -/—j

FROPISED IOUTE OF PRCHK HIGHIRY
JACKSON COUNTY

#eBn e wr wnp W

Lake
 settle up and
Ashland and Klamath

math and counties began to bullt, but in doing #0 no part .f the

present road ¢ould be used and thas
expense would ba great, so probably

traffic Dbetwean

Falls

the
becams

heavy an imperative demand for a 00 change will be mude for sowe
better road over the mountaing was time yol

heard, and with sall ald from the Aboutr 15378 the aid road over the
state Jackson county commissioners east side of the mopntains to Cros-

ordered make a i
road from Ashland to Linkville, and

over such grades as the county would ' for

me to cent Clty whia its {_hl per cenl grade
had been lmpassable and abandaned
yours, and with Jistie

prospect of an outlet by rallruad, the
| countles of Jackson and Josephine, in
Oregon, and Del Norte countly, in
California, employed me to lay out &
new route to Creseent City. 1 com-
menced at the east foot of the Me-
Grue mountaln seven miles west of
Waldo, and run up and over the
coast range of mountains and down

ayrvey of

several
be able to bulld,

In copformity with such orders
run the road from a paolat seven
miles south of Ashland eastward
ncross and up Emigrant erveek and
thence a4 grade up and across the
Green Spring countain and down and
acrosa Keene creeok, and thence ou
across the Cascade mountains to Kla-

math Falls, The grades were ou ‘o Patrick creek, thence across Smith
about 10 per cent, wher# the old river and over to Crescent Oity, a
road the grades were 40 or 40. This distance of apbout 50 miles, with &

masimum grade of 6 per cent. [ re-
duced the grade from thut of the oid
road two-thirds and shortened the
distanca 18 miles. That (s tha pres-
ont travelod road to Crescent Clly
and was sald at the time It was bullt
over the hill, many places with a to be the best mountain road on thae
grade of 36 per cent. So about 1368 coast. Autos have made the trip
after prolonged arguments with the | from Crescent City to Medford the
county court, I obtained permission Dresent season n seven hours, & dia-

was the Mrst attempt at gradad roads
In Jackson county axcopt in one in-
stapce, that of the grade from Juck-
sonville to tha Applegate slde, Tne
road from Jacksonville west rua up
Rich guleh and Dowell guich and up

to run a grade over the Jacksouville | tance of 120 miles, o
hill, 1 run the grade line in leds! Fifty-three years ago 1 drove my
than a day on a 10 per cent gredelox team over the. Siskiyou tell rosd o

and the road supervisor opesed It|at the eud of my 2,000 mile drive _
out that same season. That Is the | from Illinols, and | found the almost i
| present grade over the Jucksonville - - by
|mu. A grade of G per cent could he (Continued on Page Four.)




