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Solving the Fruit Marketing Problem for Valley
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Glimpse of Young Orchards Just Coming Into Dearing in Medfond Distrder, Giving o Falue Tdea of Extent of Orchard Area

There Are Hlunides

ais uf Secnes Stmdlar o This
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Rogue River Fruit

Returns for the Year for Growers from

This Orchard Produced $2,461 an Acre in Pears l

& Produce Assn-

(By 8. V. Beckwith, Gen. Mgr.)

The Rogue River Fruit & I'roduret
arenciation I8 a #tock corporation
which was organized In }‘ol-rnnr)‘.'

1510, under the laws of the state of
Oregon, with a total authorized cap-
flal of $50,000, divided into 5,000
shares of $10 each. The present
number of shareholders is 338, and;
the rald up capital is $28,570,

The shareholders, with few excep-|
tions, are orchardisis located in the
Rogue River Valley, The objects ot
this association are to furnish to lts’
members all orchard supplies, of thel
best quality and at the cheapest cost, |
and to supervise; inspect and stand-'
arize the packing of the fruit grown
by s members and (o market the
fume,

The assoclation owns and operates
six warehouses, located respectively |
at Phoenix, Voorhles, Medford, Cen-|
tral Polat and Davis, there belng two |
warehouses in Medford. And in ad-|
dition bas completed this season at a
cost of §40,000, a cold storage plant |
in the city of Medford with a capelty
of approximately fifty cars of cold
storage, and fifty cars of dry storage.

either upon the Southern Pacific o
the Paciflic & Eastern rallronds, and!
they are so distriburea throughout)
the valley as to facllitate shipments

All of these warehouses are located
R Wev: e#‘xﬂl@d for ta date, Irrespective of |

from the various orchards whose
fruit the association handles. |
Fruit Shipments, !

Up to December 23, 1013, therel
had been shipped from the \'ulle).i
representing this searon's crops, &
total of 661 cars of apples and 435/
cars of pears, Thls assoclation has
shipped 197 cars of apples and 151
cars of pears, a total of 348 cars, and
we have still on hand approximately
17 cars of apples. We have distri-|
buted pur frult during the past sea-
son In varlous markets all over the|
United States and Canada and In |

England, Germany, Australia and,
Bouth Africa,  Our method of hand-!
ling frait 18 the poollng wethod

which, briefly, means thut all fruit of
the saine variety, tier sizes and grade |
is placed In one pool and the |aru-I
ceads received from such pool wre
dlstributed pro rala among the con-
tributors thereto, Thig methoa wae
ndopted by this association during
the first year of its existonee and has
proven, without doubt, the [fulrest
and altogether the most satisfuctory |
way of producing for the grower the
best average returns for his produet,
Io fact it is the only method, in our
opinion, which permits us to pursue |
our policy of absolute ifmpartiality |
toward all of our growers. For 1n-:
stance, In one day during the past
Bartlett season we sold three can
loads of our Blue Triangle brand of
m to three different custom-
ors, At prices ranglug from §1.50 Lo |
$1.80 per box . 0. b, Medford. 1f wo
Sad been bandling the frult of each
grower individually and not Dee

pooling 1n sccordance with our ocus:

tom, we would have been presented
with the unsolvable &ilemma of have
ing to choose the grower to whom
We should allot the $1.90 price, the
$1.55 price and the $1.80 price. This
fruit was all the same as to variety
and quality and all three sales were
at satisfactory prices.’

We bave up to date closed the
Bartlett pool, the Howell pool and
the D'Anjou pool. The Comice, Bosc
and Jonathan pools are ready for|
closing. We expect to close the Ben |
Davis pool in & few days and the!
Winter Nells and Spitzenberg pools
by the first of February. The New- |
tewn pool will remsin open for mnm:
Lime after that date for the reason
that we have declded to hold In our|
cold storage plant here about 6,00
boxes of our Blue Triangle Newtown: |
which are In prime condition, In the
bellef that in spite of the present and |
past exceptionally good market prices |
for thia brand of fruit, the market
will improve mateially during the|
first two or three months of 1914. |

Qur averages on the different|
frults which we have sold to date, in-
cluding the pools already closed, are |
as follows, 1. o. b, Medford: These
Are averages upon all frults sold and
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@ or size, in other words, In giv-
ing these figures we are not quoting
the poul priees upgon each tier and |
Erade, but rather the average In each |
varlety of all grades, including sec-
opds, and Iu some |nstapces thire
grade and special packs, It s onlyf
falr to pay in this copuection that the
majority of our Bpitzenbergs sold |
and pald for to date ure second and
third grade.

tra faney or

the crop left to make complgte

One tree packed out 35 full bo?

Blue Triangle Brand or a total of $2461.26 for my acre of Winter Nellls pears, wiihh proceeds from ihe

boxes of Jumble pack not Included, as returns ou these are not In as yet
Altor paying all expennes of cultivating,

en, bringing net returns of §75.

Pears. | prunnlng, epraying, thioning, plcking, packing, bhaullpg, boxes and taxes,
Brlett §1.41 | for the mere of Winter Nellls pears
Howell — verens 1,64 ! Mr. John R, Norris is maneger of “Midvale Orchard
D'Anjou ... 201 | orchard for his eareful and systematic work.
T . 1.84
Comlce ......... 2.3 R — ,"v-r_, -
Winter Nelis ... 2.88 g —— Y - = —
Apples, ' successful horticulturist In this val-| Ing machinery., The land upon which
Jonathans . $1.18 ley, {1t 18 bullt was purchased and puld
Spitzenbergs _1.68 | In selling our fruit this year we for by this assoclation several years
Newlowns . = % | have endeavored, o so far as the mar- | ago, the bullding Is fully pald for,
Ben Davis 1.00 | ket condition permitted, to use f. o | and the use which we have mado of

suceeedod In
very

b. sules, and we huve

We have, of course, sold individu.
ally some cars of nll of the above va-| accomplixhing
rieties at distinctly higher prices than | Mijority of cuses.
the above uverages. We have, for In- | Cenlago of our crop hus been sold on
stunce, sold Blue Triangle Newtowns COnslgnment and at auction, and unh[
in carload lots as high as $2.25 vel‘l“”" notab’e exception our record
box f. 0. b, Medford,. We have loldi prices have been obtuined by private
balf boxes of Winter Nelis pears [n| #8le rather than at auction,
carlond lots as high as $1.60 per box Cold Storage.

f. 0. b. Medford, We have sold Blue! We are justly proud of the great
Triangle Bartlett pears In carload  work have accomplished thia
lots as high as $2.22% 1. 0. b Lied.luumn In the line of cold #stor-
ford, and we have sold Blue Triangle | age facllities, Our plant ls well lo-
Howell pears In earload lots as high | ented upon the Bouthern Paclfic rall-
ad $2.15 per box f. o. b. Medford | way, with sultsble sldo track and
All of these are aclual sales wlth;only # short distenee from Lhe fnne-
goods dellvered, accepted and paid | tlon of the Pacific & Bastern rallroad
for. It Is not, however, these ex-| with the Bouthern lacific. It la well
treme prices which count In  the | and substantlally bullt &nd _
end. They go to Iucrease the aver-| tiflcally arranged with a view to the
age, and It is the average on all va- | greatest efficlency and economy of
rleties and all grades and sizes which | space, and Is fully equipped with the
should be of most Interest to every ! best and most up-to-dute refrigorat. |

this In & Inrge

Only & smal) pers
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cold and dry storage of
pears and apples, bas produced an
sufficlent to pay operating
exponses, and all flxed charges, In
cluding Interest on the bonds from
the proceeds of the s2*¢ of which the
funds were very largely provided Lo
construet the bullding. The prices
chirged for storage have boen ex
tremely reasonsble, belng anly about
one-half of what was pald by the
growers In this valley for cold stop-
age lust year, and the efficiency of
the plant has been proven beyond o
doubit. The plunt was not completed
and ready for operation untll after
middle of August, which pre-
cluded our use of It to [ts full ca-
pacity during the HBartlett scason
Weo did, however, hold in cold stor-
BEge b few cirs of our Bartiett peurs,
und it 18 & significant fact Lhat the
highest prive we recelved thls year

it in both
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Photo of English Winter Nells Pear Block Shown in Bloom.

From ane acre of Winter Nellls Pear trees in “"Midvale Orchard” situated two miles west of Medford on
the Jacksonville road I plcked and shipped through the Rogue River Fralt & Produce associntion 1222 % fuil
boxes this senson, of these 06 full Loxes were extra fancy ofF "Blue Triangle Brand,” 271
Blue Triangle Brand,” and 190 boxes of ‘$sdouds or jumble pack.
belng 'El(.lli‘l!, complete deflnile cash returns capnat be .ﬂ‘“ll‘lfl.'l_l given, but with only s small percentags of
returne, same will net me §2.06 for full boxes and $1.050 for half boxes of Lthe

hall boxes of ex
The Winter Nellls pool not

160

.

It leaven a net profit of over $2000

and o him 1 attribute much of the succesa of this

for any Blue Triaugle Bartiett pears
in carload lota was $2.22% [ o b
Medford, which was for one of those
cars of Bartlett pears, taken from
our cold storage plant Thig price
wial obtained at auction sale In New
York Clty at the very ciose of the
Bartlett gcason. It ls needless Lo say
that such prices would not have been
pild ot & competitive sile, 1n probn-
bly the most diseriminating morkel
In the world, unless the fruit had ar
rived In perfect condition,

The above instece emphasizes our
firm bellef In the necessity of cald
storage facilities at point of dixrl
buton. ‘T'he seller is thos enabled to
walt Tor the vight murkuet, and when
he finds It to know tho condition of
the gooda he s selling. Anoilher
very great advuntage n cold stornge
at thig end 16 the porsibllity during
our pear sbipplng geason of o short-
age In refrigerator curs, I this ever
did bhappen It would, we belleve, Lo
pnothiog short of & calawmity. ruor-

(Continuud vo Puge Five.)

1913 Successful Year for New Co-op-

erative Fruit

Association

meeting held in  the
the 4th ot

At A pubilie
hall,

Ianuary,

Medlord, on
1913,
were taken which resulted In the or-
ganlaation of the Hogue Kiver Co-
operative Frult Growers' as

elty
the preliminary steps

aciation
Al this meoting 8 number af the feut
groweras present expressed thelr dis
loi with the prevalling mar-

and gave as thelr

atlafag
keting conditions
opinlon the heliof that A new assoely.
tion, managed with the stricteat eco
wo far ns marketing conditiona
which would elem)

oy
A re toncerged,
nate pooling and get back to the old
would e the

s¥ystem of .o b sales

finnncial salvation of the orchard In

L dlantry of the valley
| The co-operative plan of organlia-.
tion was preferred, rather than @

joint stock company, because It would
better safeguard the Interesia of Lthe
Ench member of the
arsociution has one yole and no mors,
und the Nttle grower and the big
' grower all have the sume volee in s

ainall growers

HiABAgeiant,

Organization was perfected at  a
Iater meeting, st which time the fol
bonrd of  directors

lowing wan

| wlected

! l. A, Perey, D, W, Bltoue, J. O
!'Bore M. A, Dickerson, W. Il. Drown
{M, A, CGray, Jr., 8. A. Nyo, 1. E

| Phipps, George Andrewn

! The directors completod the nrgand
feition by electing Me, Perry as prost
[dont; D. W, Stone
A Nye, pecrelary, and W
| Lrensurer,
I In the
prestdent

Viee-president; 8

H. Juckson,

selegtion of Mr., Perry as
manpger the associa- !
| tlon was parti ul*sl, fortunate, as he
In & broad goage business man of the

nnd

best type with many years' experlencs
In the frult and  widely
'known o the trade He was mana
aer of the Rogue River Frult Grow-
Unlon until  that  organlaation

Lislnean

| went oul of business, and In that ca- |

pacity succeeded In obiaining for tha
| growers record prices for thelr fraft
!lll- I8 o judge of frult—knows how
Mo grow It, how to pack It and how
to sell 1t,  In addition to his dutles
g president of the Co-operative as-
|#ocintion Mr, Perry s president of
| the Medford Commercial club  and
[ vice-president of the Medford Na-
Itlmlal Buank

In opernting n business of this de
#eription warehouses and shipping (a-
vlities are an essontial feature, and
the Co-operative nssocintion has we
lectod s wsites for these strucltures
with excellont Judgment, In  Med
ford the south half of the lowa box

factory block was #ecured by pur
chase at a cost of $7500, which Is
genarnlly regarded oas conslderahly

under the actusl market value of (he
property. The ground space s 150%
L0, frontlng on m paved streel and
with Its own =ldu- track In the rear

The bulldings consist of & frama
struciure GOxI60, which gave ample

pnea for the needs of the assoclation |
this year, but will have to be enlarged

o order to care for the 1uurmedl

business which will come with aneth.
OF seRBOn A warahouse L0x100° |n
dlze wan erected on rallroad lasd s
Central PPoint, Just off the fale
sireot of that ity and In the best
location the rallroad had 10 offér
Othier warehouses will be  eprectod
from time to thae at difféerent poifte
In the valley, as the needs 6f thy
various sections demaond, and It° s
probable that one and possibly (wo
new warehouses will Le mﬂ‘li';lf“"
the coming season :

The association has handled forty.
me cars of pears and slxty-four ears
of applea this soason, and has four
oF Tive cars of apples yet to ship, mak.
ing a totsl for this year's business of
ot 110 cars. This & & larger
busipess thap was anticipated lor the
first yoar, and ip really & romiarkable
showiong In view of the fact that the
Medford warehouse was not roady te
handle frult untll after the. firet of
August and the Ceutral Polol ware-
house was not ready until the 18th
of September, by which tune. all the
varly pears had boon shipped lu that
nelghborhood

An Oregon Apple Cleansr and
Grader was purchased for the Med-
ford  warchouse and sucoessfuMy

Gperated during the season, this, with
the exception of one privately owned
miuchine, being the only frult gradsr
used in any of the packing plants of
the valley

The wdvent of the new association
hims heen of material advantage to or
chnrdists In all parts of the valley, In-
anmuch an it has boon and will be tha
polley of the nssocistion to handle
sipplles for the lowest possible mar.
gin.  Lime and sulphur spray was
sold to members of the association for
15 conts & gallon, a reduction of about
20 per cont fn the cost as compared
with previous years, A wimllar sav-
Ing was made in arsenate of lewd
Apple, penr and peach shook were
wold to growers in small quanities
At the carload rate, making a savipg
of from half to three-quarters of a
vont & box

In the bandiing of fruft satisfae-
tory prices have been obtuined sand
lthe growers have had their money
promptly. There has been no long
 witlt for the closing of a pool, and
for most of the Newtowns the assgel-
ation handled the growers got thelr
money the sume day thelr frult was
placed on the cars. The aimd from
the bekinning has been, so far a»
wis poskible, to pell all frult . 0. b,
Modford, and perhaps 20 per cant of
the crop has been handled In this
mnnner

To show priced obilained by the Co-
oporative Associntion for the growers
this yeur the following are takem
from the books, These are . o, b,
prices und no deduction hae beed
made for pucking, loading and the
ausociation’s charge for handlipg. In
the case of peurs Lhe chargo for _pnck-
ing wan 26 conls 'n box wnd 1% cénts
& box for loading, The packing

(Contlaued on Page §)




