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Love Story

I Win the Wager g
s

By GENEVIEVE KENNEDY

[Copyright, 1011, by American Press Asso-
elntion.]

ETURNING over and anon to
the town which bheld the one
thing deslrable to me, 1 was
feted In the usual manner Lt

was Mm. Jack Copita’s § o'clock that
wns responsible for the wager which
wott me the wedding, a function 1 had
grown Lo despalr of ever arriving at

Oue fine sum-
mer day, boorish
Iy enough, 1 was
berating the
stupid habit of
Maln street — a
primeval and in
sllenable hahit of
biaroning abroad
misstatements and
woafolly garbled
versions of “the
truth concerning
the matter,” what-
ever the mniter
might be. How.
ever, they spoke
truly enough who
suld of Sue and
me, "She's re
fused him every

ENOAGED BEFORE & oo P e

Wwe meacm Tus St ten years

ExXD or tukx Perhaps, because

ETREET."” o. the precision of
the guess In this instance, my ™
marks were more than usunlly scathing
concorning “gossip” in smaller towns
generally and the tittie tattle of Maln
strect, Hilton, particularty,

“I'll wager,” snid 1 to Sue as we
passed the postoffice on our way to
Mre. Jack's tea, “that they’ll have us
enpaged before we reach the end of the
strect.” Soe's hatred of gossip Is as
prosounced as her love for ber patlve
town, and what the board wulk Is to
Atlautic City even so is Main street
to Hilton. A

“I'll wager,” Sue challenged, Ignoring
my remark, “that I can have and hold
agninst Main street for three months. if
nicessary, any matter which you may
care to Intrust to me, provided you
swear to keep falth also”

“Yon for accomplishing that™ sald 1,
warlly reviewing the weak polnts of a
plot T had In mind. Sue’s capacity for
gllence was the poser In my little
scheme.

Arriving at Mre Jack's, It was very
pear the end of the allotted hour of
“gobble and gabble” that I found my-
self unexpectedly in retreat In an al
cove near the portierred entrance to
the dining room. 1 had blundered
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upon a tetea-tete between Sue and
her inseparable ally, Mrs. Jack Copita.

“A thousand pardoms.” I murmured
“A few le=s

meekly, my eyes on Bue.
will do,” she
laughed, “There
is Mrs. Fish mov-
ing doorward, and
1 bave something
of lmportance to
say to her. Walt
here awhile,” said
Mrs. Jack ns she
ﬁllltfrt'd Away,
leaving Bue and
me together.
Dirawing my chalr
ever such a trifle
closer, so that I
might the better
feast my eyes on
that adorable face
whose allurement
for me neither
time mnor change
nor any other
crenture couldegsy pon manmirs
ever lessen, | said, vs AT TH@ REESR,”
“1 dote on teas™ 1 REFEATED,

4“1 judge you came for that reasom,”
Bue replied.

“Do you remember”—

] selom or never do ghe inter-
rupted.

—“that Hitle thing." I continued cas
unlly, “concerniug the uselessness of
trying to queer one's proportioned
cncoming cargoe of fate and how the
little atars and tidal waves and other
puturnl impedimeuts are greatly in
error, Imagining that they ean butt in
between us and our patural belopg:
fngs

“Your translation Into the vernae.
nlar 18 pot at all smart,” Bue cow-
mented

“And has nothing whatever to do
with the subject I had In mind 7' said
L. “For what 1 was wondering I8, Arc
you going with the Percys and yours
everlastingly, for the week end, at the
el 1

“Yea, I believe we're all to go to
gether In he Lig car. We're to be
there in time for dinoner at 8 The
Heet 1s rogegeder asud loveller than
ever."”

“Denr Reef,” sald 1. “It's rather n
colncldence that [ first saw you there
Heavens, it was ot a pleale of the
Popeys, come to think of it,”

“Yes, but the colncldedce?*
gueried,

“Merely It may be the last placs 1
shall see you." That this was my mo
ment 1 knew. Yet but for my past
experience of nmisernble wadlogs In
shallows and through miseries and my
knowledge of somwe of the strong
poluts of Bue's phillosophy 1 might
have hesitated and forever have lost
my veuture. “Bo I'm golug to tnke
your wager," snld 1. “You rewember
‘Holy Hobi? ™ Boe nodded. "“He did
tnke opders und s curnte 1his year ot
the Reef. You may not rewciuber his

penchant for secrecy, At school
pmounted te genips. ‘11 dle, but Dot
divulge,! was Bob's mollo, “Then,"
coutinued 1, with the alry unconcern
of true sport, “say Bob marrfes us”
Bue Is 50 unlformly master of berself
she scarce NUfted an eyebrow, and of

Bue
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eefiree 1t may have D b gling of the

westoring sun that shone In her eyes
| burt 1 can swear to the shine in them.

“Say Bobd mnrries us at the Reef,

1 repeatdd, with nonchaiancs, “some
thue between now And Momday A, m
' Why, I'l give you & mont b 'wo, three
~any time you say for Maln street to
find us ont and gossip us to hotse
| keeping. I'll stake my Hfe and Bob's
I'!.'::ut death will ind us yet dumb, If
1 win you lose, maybe, If you win
I lose all,” | whispered.

YL sald Sue slowly, dellberating
chin on hand, “Rob awears, oo, 1)
Jaccept the wager. 1t's as good ns losi
to you, though. 1 have, and still do
hold, matters of more or less moment
and less strenuously guarded thaao this
will be, which have never reached the
sars of Maln street.”

“I'iis ia the 234" mald 1. "Two
months from tomorrow will ba Christ-
mas eve, ‘Merry Christmas 1 mur
mured anticipatively, Won't [ look
sweet all done up in tissoe paper and
{santa Claus seals and holly ribbon?
But supposing 1 shouldn't, Suppose 1
lose T

“That is the end,” sald Sue tersely.

1 trled to read In her Inscrutable
eyes ever so small a bint of interest
in Main street gossip. She smiled
slightly and repeated her creed. “Se
rene | fold my hands and walt, nor
care”— A sound as of muffled scrap-
ing and a sharp click caused us to tarn
toward the paf-
tierred  alcove
Then some one
Jolned us.

I have but n
plpe dream of
the whirl Into
the Meef that
night; & memory
of a deliclous
sense of having
to sit gloriously
close to Sue In
the well dlled
ear; a sunlit Sab-
bath spensd In
haxy October
woods and at
midnight a sol-
amn ceremony In
a dim lit church,

¥ s L TERCED
minus music or h‘“';;n“ :-”'-'," MY
fowers or facea, QUESTIONINO
save only three; Gaze"

the exchange of a written gompact
and farewell. 1 did not see Bue agaln,
for 1 had to leave the Reef at dawn
to make my train,

According to agreement, we ex-
changed no letters. The days followed
ench other with uneventful regularity
News—that is, the news | stralned my
ears to hear—came out vutil It seemed
as though a cursed fute slew all the
lttle birds that tell things on Main
street. Sue preserved a sijence which
I doggedly forbore to break. Week
after week, day after day, brought no
sign nor the falntest breath of rumor
till three days before Christmas, when
there came & note from Mra Jack,
which read: “1 am having a surprise
party for Sue Christmas eve. Fall me
at your peril”

Had Mrs. Jock met me with a tri-
umphant alr as of “one who knows"
1 was prepared to bave hugged Ler on
the spot, but her bLubbling mirth, can-
did and nnsophisticated, struck chill to
my heart as she proceeded to enjoy
“the surprise” she was giving Sue.

Sue’'s back was toward the door as
Mrs. Jack announced me. She turned.
and for an instant 1 fancled her face
paled. Perhaps it was but the reflection
of my own. Then the dear, resolute
chin lifted, and she calmly bade me
welcome. The only other mwembers
of the party were Jack Coplta, Mr.
and Mrs. Percy and the Hev, Robert
Clemmons. As I grasped Bob's hand
I falrly plerced him with my question.
ing gaze. But his face was unrespon-

sive, I fancied a bit pltying. I torned
hopelessly away. “Here,” sald I to
myself, *“endeth

the first lesson.”
At dipner | found
myself -at Mrs
Juck's left. Buoe
was nest we and
Bob directly op-
posite. The gar-

Christinas tree
secmaed moeking
me from its Icy
lake in the cen-
ter of the table
Everywhere were
holly and mistle
toe, but across
the happy bLhum
of volces there
Aoated to me a

“THE PARTY AROUKD

THE TARLES L&

TEXED BRE AT H-

LESSLY." sound as of
"wweet bells jangled out of tuns”
but it wasn't Bue had evidently
bheard 1t also, Her Httle hand uneon
solously touched my sleeve, In the
nlcove near Lthe portlerres Byd, the Ir
repressible (ten-yearaold Coplta, stood
pear o table which held a big talking
machine. “It's n litle surprise Hyd
bas been saving for Bue's party,” ex
platned Mres Jack. "It was a surprise
to me also till o week ngo, wheu | was
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Fubliec Land Matters: Final Proof,

Dosert Lands, Contests and Mining
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Ansnoeinte Work for Attorneys

ishly diminutive |

L
hunting for the last blank recond
Would vou ke ta hear It The chor-
gepdd pesponse was all n the affirem
tive Al elght, son nud she noddod
to 8y to procveed

A sharp elick, o preliminary mnflled
soraping as Svd adjusosd the oo
Qe &hot at e oue lool of startied ap-
prefhiension as
from the briven
mounth of the
born came nn In-
distinet murmuoe
of vyolecea amil
elntter, then my .
volee, low, but
unmistakabrle:
“Say DBob mne
ries us nt the *®
teof soine tiine
between now and
Monday s, m

Why, 11l give

fou a montb- -

two, three —any R R N Y
tite you say for '
Mailn street to "SiHE TOUCHED MNER
fid ue ottt and GLARS NIN TO MINE

gossip @8 to housekeeping, Tl stake
my life and Dob's” the mefaille echo
of my volee ran on, “that denth will
find us yet dumb. If T win you lose,
mavbe. M you win 1 jose all”

The party around the table Hstened
breathlessly ne one walts the depsue
ment of the third act. It came ns Sae's
volee repliad alearly and deliberately
and withal a trife hrassily, “If Hob
swenrs, too, I'll scvept the wager”

Mrs. Jack broke the spell. “That wil
do, 8yd.” she gurghed. “Hold up your
hands, Sue. Last Friday | went te
the Neef and while Mrs. Percy sang to

Bob 1 secured the key of the chumh
and searched the register” Thes.
springing to her feet, gliuss high n uir
-l Proiime | - sl phn “l"l‘l‘ "r the

Reof, the lodor of the waper, iy dear
ot Mrlomd - Mes, Ted Moore!” Bl
totehed her gloss pim to witne  #nd
grawvetully, glorlonsly  pnrrendeted

“Yo she nodded comprelonsively,
and ®o In response | topstesd, “The
ublguions, the all pervading, Me ever
blossed Malu streer and (e preslling
genlus, true son of hin wotber- Syd
Coplen

“Hut whatever made yon think of the
blnnk recond, 8y asked Bue

“Well," replled her youngest adoter
“there was such a rocket when mum
had one of ber tea fights on 1 thonght
It would be fun to get (8 and let her
hear It soane tiine for A suepelse - winy
e her Birthday, Mot 1 goess | got oo
elose to yon and Mr. Moors there, and |
of course If he wouldn't split on yon | l
wasi't aogoing to.  Only for wum I'd
Al and kep' It dark tut 1t
wasn't a bad sueprise for your party,
wnas i, Buel”

Later, fn the recess affondsd hy that
ever Dlessed nlvove, Sue assured me
that 1f 1 world but loeosen my arms
enough to permit her to bhreathe she
would tell me what she thought of It
the surprise, sho meant, of course,

“Amd ne g smnll aeset to start house
keeping on” 1 whisperad, “would I do
for o Christimns box without the holly
ribibon

1'm afmald bher answer tightensd my
arme again, but the mwemory of lis
thrilling sweetness will ever be to me
the maost exquinite musie of all the
bells of all the Christinstides
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TO CURE A COLD IN ONW DAY
Take LAXATIVE BROMO Quinine Tab.
lete Druggists refund money If 1t falls
to cure E W GROVE'S signature s
on each box. 3de

Orchards, Homoes and Farme

tarden
Valley,

Hpots  of

TALENT, OREGON

L. N. JUDD

In a Thriving Conter In one of the
Rogue River
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"PLUMBING

STEAM AND HOT WATER
HEATING
All Work Guarantesd
Prices Reasomable
88 Howard Nlock, Batrasce

& e

Noyes & Black

HURE AND SIGN PAINTING

Auto
Gold

Up-to-Date
Palutling,

and

Shop and Office
H. Grape and 10th St

Office Phone 7771.

Haskins for health, .

All Work

Carrlage
Loeat Slgns and
Interlor Decorating a Specialty,

Res, 7218
Positively Guaranteed,

0 B 0O L0 A A 0R BATER IR

A Full Line of
Peerless Lamps

All guaranteed. Now is

the time to get your houso

wired, Good light adds to

the comfort of winter
« months,

Southern Oregon Electric Co
North Grape Street,

COMVRIGNHT
AR AL O,

... First...

National Bank

ey N .

MEDFORD, OREGON

CAPITAL STOCK $100,000.00
Surplus and Undivided Profits $58,000.00

D.ited States and Postal Savings Depository
We solic™ your business, which will receive our care-
ful attention,

F. K. Deuvl, President M. L. Alford, Cashier
Orris Crawford, Assistant Cashier

PaFe. Woven Wire Fence

All sizes of Page Steel Gates
Garden and Poultry Fences
Economy Lawn Fence
First class R. F. D. Mail Boxes
End and corner
Northern cedar fence posts
Call on or write us for
Everything in the fence line.

| GADDIS & DIXON

osts

“THE PAGE FENCE MEN"

—

PHONE 2681 _

Distributors for Southern Oregon a nd Northern California.
MAIN OFFICE, 134 NORTH RIVERSIDE AVENUE, MEDFORD, ORE.

Every Boy and Girl

Can Now Earn Their

Christmas Money

THE MAIL TRIBUNE

Has so changed the conditions of the

subscription contest that each boy and

girl will receive a share of the prize

money, or

35 CENTS
For Each New Subscriber

Turned in for three months’ subscrip-
tion to start within the next three

months

Call at the Mail Tribune office and get con-

test blanks and see how easy it is
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HAPPY is the woman who is never
unprepared—who can always lay a nico appetis-
Ing meal or light luncheon bLefore any guest unexpected
or not. Her friends pralse her far her housewlfely qual-
ftles and she feels that delishtful

only como from hospliality perfectly done,

satisfaction which can

he secret lies in having a
well chosen selection of canned
goods and table dainties always at hand.
Look over our stock—the best of the kind in the town—
and make a selection today. Then put your fear in the
cupboard for you will be prepared for any company—
come when it may.

ALLEN GROCERY CO.

80-408, CENTRAL AVE,

CALIFORNIA

IS FAMOUS THE WORLD OVER
FOR ITS SPLENDID HOSTEL.
RIES, ITS VARIED ATTRAC.
TIONS, I'TS FINE BEACHES, HOT
SPRINGHE AND PLEASURE RE.
RORTE—HNEACHED WITH EASE
By THE

SOUTHERN PACIFIC

ROUTE OF SHASTA LIMITED
"ROAD OF A THOUBAND WONDIERS"

Excurslon Tickets Costing sss Portland to Los Angoles

SUNSET

QGDEN & SHASTA

AND RETURN

On sale dally, good slx months with stopovers golng or returning,
Corresponding low fares from other Oregon polnts, Call on our
ngents for

Hundsomely Hlusteated Literature desoriblng  San~ Franelsco,
Oakland, Mt, Tamalpals, Herkeloy, Btanford University, San Jose,
Lick Observatory, Santa Cruz, Del Monte, Paso Robles Hot Bprings,
Santa Harbara, Los Angelos, Pasadenn, Long Beach, Venlee, Rivers
slde, Rodlands, 8an Dlego, the Old Spanlsh Misslons, Yosemite Nu-
tonal Park and Blg Trees, and muny other pluces of Intorest In the
Golden Blale; or write Lo

"W JOHUN M. BCOTT,
General Passenger Agent, PORTLAND, OREGON,




