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HOW DES MOINES CUT DOWN THE HIGH COST OF LIVING

Tor a Long Time the People of Des Moines Thought They Knew a Way to Lower the Cost of Living. But One Thing or Another Prevented Their Realizing Their Plan. A Good Many Interests
Were Working Against Them. Then Des Moines Elected as Mayor James R. Hanna. Mr. Hanna Believed in the Plan of Reducing Food Prices. Also, He Believed in Fulfilling Pre-election Prom.-
ises. So Des Moines Got Its Plan. The Following 8tory Shows How It Got and What It Has Meant to the City, and That Has Been a Lot. Bome Food Prices Have Been Reduced by One Half,
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This story, on which the play next morning Jluuny stood in  the pr— - - ———— e s — Ben Price kpew Jimmy's habits. |ness, now, in the town? He had

He had learned them while working {thought of the shoo business. Was
up the Springfield case. Long Jumps, [there an opening?

qulck get-aways, no confederates and The clerk was Impressed by the
fa taste for good soclety—these waye|clothes and manner of Jimmy. He,
had helped Mr. Valentine to become | himgelf, was something of a paitern
noted as a successful dodger of retri- | of fashion to the thinly gilded youth
bution. It was given out that Ben|.r Bimore, but be now percelved his

Allas Jimmy Valentine” Is based, | Warden's outer office. He had on a
sult of the villainously fitting ready-
made clothes and a palr of the stiff,
"Isqueaky shoes that the state fur-
by permission of the publishers, | juhew 10 Its discharged compulsory
Doubleday, Page & Co., Garden City, ll;lli‘l!lll,

ls takun from "“"Roads of Destiny."” »
volume of O, Henry s short storles

New York, The clerk handed him a rallroad | .
—_— e tieket and the five-dollar bill with {Price had taken up the trall of the{snortcomings. While trying to fg-
BY O, HENRY which the jaw expected him to re- clusive cracksman, and other people|yre out Jimmy's manner of tying his

with burglar-proof safes felt more at|soyr-in-hand he cordially gave infor-
case, mation,

One afternoon Jimmy Valentine Yes, there ought to be a good open-
and his sultease climbed out of the |jne in the shoe lne. There wasn't
mell-hack In Elmore, a little town |un exclusive shoe store in the place,
five miles off the rallroad down in|The dry goods and general etores
the black-jack country of Arkansas.{handled them, Busiuess [n all 1!nes
Jimmy, looking llke an athletle young | wag fairly good. Hoped Mr. Spencer
senfor just home from college, went | would decide to loeate In Blmore. Ha
down the board sidewalk toward the |would find It a pleasant town to live
hotel, in and the people very soclable,

A young lady crossed the street, Mr, Spencer thought he would stop
passed him at the corner and entered |over in the town for a few days, and
a door over which was the sign “The|look over the situstion. No, the
Elmore Bank.” Jimmy Valeatine!clerk needun’t ¢all the boy. He would
looked Into her eyes, forsot what he |earry up his sultgase himself; It was
was, and became another man, She|rather heavy.
lowered her eyes aud oolored slightly. Mr. Ralpn Spencer, the phoenix
Young men of Jimmy's style and|that arose from Jimmy Valentine's
looks were scarce in Elmore, ashes—ashes left by the flame of a

Jimmy collared a boy that was|gydden and alterative attack of love
loafing on the steps of the bank, as if | remained In Elmore and proapared.
he were one of the stockholders, and |He opened a shoe store and secured

A guard came to the prison ahoe | habilitate himsolf fnto good eltizen-
ghop, whers Jimmy Valentine wWhs [ghip and prosperity. The warden
anslduounly stitching uppers, and |gave him a clgar, and shook hands
escorted him to the front office. | Valentine, #1762, was chronleled on
Thore the warden handed Jimmy hig | the hooks, “"Pardopea by Governor,”
pardon, which had been signed that|ind Mr, James Valontine walked out
morning by the governor, Jimmy | into the sunshine,
took It 1o a tired kind of way, He Disregarding the song of the birds,
had served noarty ten months of 81, wuving groen troes and the smell
four-year septence, He had expected of the flowora, Jimmy headed
to stay only abhout threo months, al stralght for a restaurant. “Thero he
the longest When a man with a8'.,...4 the first sweet Joys of llberty
wany friends on the outalde as Jim- {n the shape of a brolled chicken and
my Valentine bad Is recefved In the u bottle of white wine—followed by
“otle™ 1t s hardly worth while 10, o0 o grade better than the one
cut his halr, the warden had given him. From

“Now, Valentine,” sald the war-j., .. po procoeded lelsurely to the
don, “you'll go out in the morning. dopot, e tossed a guarter Into the
Hrace up, and make & man of yours|, .o o0 o pifnd man by the door, and
self,  You're not a bad fellow &t hoarded his train. Three hours sot
heart, Stop eracking safes, and Wve [, gown 1n a little town near the
stralght." stuto line, MHe went to the cafe of

“Ma?'" sald Jimmy In  surprise, one Mike Dolan and shook hands

“Why, I nover cracked a safo In my oy pike, who was alone behind [ ====== === = = . - Tt | hegan o ask him questions about the |y good run of trade.
lite ’ d “ot the bar, burglar's tools In the east, 1t was|ed Short Snap Biseuit Cracker and amounting to five thousand dollars. |town, feeding him dimea at intervals, Soclally he was also a success, and
“Oh, no," lauwhed the warden. “Horry we couldn't make It sooner, [# complete set, made of specially | Pragsled Wheat Company," The losses wore now high enough to|By and by the young lady came outl, |made many friends. And he accom-

course not, Let's seo, now, FHow Jimmy, me boy,” sald Mike, “But|ltempered ateel, the latest designs in This statement dellghted Mike ;nlhl'lllu the matter up into Ben Price’s|looking royally unconscious of the|plished the wish of his heart, He

wus it you happoned to ﬂ"" '“"“‘ o [ hiad that protest from Springfield [drills, punches, braces and bits, jim-| ien an extent that Jimmy had to class of work, By comparing notes, |young man with the sultcase, and'met Miss Annabel Adams, and be-
on  that Hprtnsrlnh! Job? Was It to buck against, and the governor|mles, clamps and augers, with two or | juke o soligor-nnd milk on ‘”m spot, | # remarkable similarity In the meth-|went her way. came more and more captivated by
boouuse you wouldn't prove an ullhf noarly balked, Foeling all right?" three novelties, Invented by  Jimmy He nevoer touched “hard* drinks. ods of the burglnries was noticed. “Jsn't that young lady Miss Pollylher charmas.
tor four of compromising "”“_“-'""d-"_ YFine,” sald Jimmy, “Got mythimself, in which he took pride, Over A work aftor the release of Valen- | Den Price investignted the scenes of |§impson?” asked Jimmy, with spe- At the end of a year the sltuation
in oxtromely high-toned sovlaty? Or koy?" nine hundred dollars they had coul ”“". ‘:,‘l;‘.,. II.“ re wha :l l:l'ut ]“;’l ot the robberlos and was heard to re- glous gulle, of Mr. Ralph Bpencer was this; he
O 'f'r u-‘:l:.:" :‘ll‘il: He got his key and went upstales, him to have made at - A, M:mh-. lnlu.u.;... v done In Rlochmond l:l—-””“i‘: “Naw,"” sald the boy. *“She's An-|had won the respoet of the commu-
Jury that had it In |I:r -lh|| ' . |unloeking the door of a room at the place where they make such (hings diand. with ;1” oo 16 the authull' A “Phat's Dandy Jim Valentine's au-[nabel Adams. Her pa owns thls|pity, bhis shoe store, was flourishing
niways one or the other with you In roar. Everything was just as ho had [for the profession, soant elght hundred dollars was all ograph. He's resumed business. [bank., What'd you come to Elmore|and he and Aunabél were engaged
um.-lum ,,\.',m“m.' 1l . atill blankly|left It. There on the floor was still In half an hour Jimmy went down | ju¢ “_m‘ socured. Two weeks after Look &t that combination knob—|for? Is that & gold watch chaln?ito be married In two woelks, Mr.
\-lrl;‘::;m f}‘\:‘l“: ::::l:u’l:u:t Saten wu; Ben Price’s collar button that had|stalvs sud through the cafe. He w '“‘ltlnn W patente d, improved, burglar- Jerked out us casy as p H‘lng up &|U'm golng to get a bulldog. Got any|Adams, the typleal, plodding country
ringfleld I" my life." been torn from that ominent detoc-|now dressed ln tasteful and well fit-| ,oor safe In Loginsport was opened |vedish In wot weather, s got the [more dimes? ' banker, approved of Spencer, Anna-
In #'I"lm‘"(' R my . a llod | Live's shirt band when they had over- ting clothes, and carrled his dusted | (1o o cheose 0 the tune of fifteon ouly clamps that can do it. And| Jimmy went to the Planters hotel,{bel's pride in him almost equalled
”lul“'l h““"‘mtl;kll'l( Hllll;:ll:' 1l rn:wl‘llil powered Jimmy to arvest him, and cleaned sultcase in his hand, Irilumln-c! dollars, curFency: securities 100k how clean those tumblers were |resistered as Ralph D. Spencer, and |her atfection. He wes as much at
:rl:l'!‘al‘rl::hl"l;llllll:l". 1’:Iurk !lllnl atl Pulling vut from the wall a fold-] "ot unything on?" asked Mike | nud silver untouchod, That hegan to pinched out!  Jimmy _na\'er Mt B SEam & ﬂ;nm- J]l. :ﬂ.:l:d otl:) ::: hum.hln ‘:“A ':u:::{'l‘ot ::l‘“mm
we Ing, and lot Mm|ing bed, Jimmy slid back a panel Ip|Dolun, genlally, Intorost the rogue calohers, Then an drill but one hole. Yes, I suces Ifdeak and declared his platform and that of Anne g
soven In tho morning, i (o o alold-fashioned bank safe fn Jefferson want Mr, Valentine, He'll do his bit [olerk. He sald he had come to Bl-las if he were aiready a member.
como to the bull-pen, Hetter think|the wall and dmgged out a d Me?" mald Jlmmy, In & pussled | £ i ™
and threw out oY next time without em) short<time or {more to look for a location to go luto One day Jimmy sat down his

over my advies, Valentine.' covered sultease, He opened  this|tope, “I don't undevsiand. 'm rep- .' ity beecame aclive
Al & quarter past seven ou the |land gasid (umlly at the finest ot of Lppgenting the New York Amalgamat- g eriter an evnption of bank notey clemeney

foolishness,' Jlnmlnmw. How wias the shoé busi- (Continued on Page L)




