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WEST MOST DEMOCR

(hy Hurton J, Hendrlek fn Beptom-
hor MeCluro's, )

The new splrit that has come over
the politien] Hfe of Oregon in the
Inst ten years haw found e most np
proprinte porsonsl expression In Lthe
prement governor, Oswald West. With
ont the weveral “crank” Ideas which
have traniformed Oregon  Into o
yvoung and milltant democracy, a man
of Mr. West's exporlones and stand
Ing conld have risen to the
governorship. Like the Oregon de
moeracy teel!, Oswald Wesl s young,
courageous and epergetio; he has Just
turned hin 87th year, and han bat-
tied hin way Into the state capltol
agninst the combined efforts of both
of the old political machines, - Fif-
toon years age Oovernor West was
driving o butcher wagon In Mortiand;
totr years ago he was carnlng o mod-
ent Hiving s paying teller In a Salom
bank-=only a stone's throw  away
from the bullding where he s now
prosiding an governor. In spite of
hin now diguity, Mr. West stil] looks
Ithis part, A tall, slender, boylah Mg
ure, drosted In n blus perge sult
with o sack sult, a straw hat, tan
shoes and s red necktle, If Oswald
Went should suddenly leave the oxe.
cutive chamber and resume hin old
posltion In the brass eage of Ladd &
Hush's bank. he would still seem to
e perfectly In charactor

' West,

A produet of the democratic move-
ment, the governor has arranged all
the detallsa of his officlal Mte in se
cordance with the democratie spirit,
Never, since Thomas Jefferson hiteh-
ed his own horse before the capitol
nt Washington and Andrew Jackson
permitted the rabble to ride rough
shind over the White House grounds
and to stand with hobnalled shoes
the delicate furniture of the
blne soom, has America produced so
consummate n demoernt. There are
no flunkles, no gold-bralded attend
auts, any where within hailing dis-
tance of tle governor's reom
bhefore his inauguration last January
the dasslingly atlired adjutant gen-

nuver

Jefforsonian,

wipMn

without sven the formality of remov-
Ing thelr hats, The governor walks
through the strests of Balem with
hin hande In his pockets, nodding
right and left to nearly everybody he
muols, "Hello, Jim,"” "How are you,
iy "How's the good wite, Joe?"”

ite knows them all by thelr flrst
name, and has an Intimate segualin-
tince with thelr tamily history, Few
people address Mr, Wost an “"Guv-
nwor'; everywhers they hall him ns
YO, oor "Ossle” o his domestie
Hfe, alwo, Mr, Woat Is one of the
common people,  He lves in o six
room colttage, & neat, pluinly furnish
od house such s Any Prosperous me-
chanle might have, Here there are no
inmgriuration balls, no stote dinners,
anly the every-day life of the modest
cltigen, The governor keeps no sery-
ants; hin wite, un interesting and ln-
telllgent young woman, does “her
own work, "

It Is the new political order In Ore.
gon that s respossible for Oswald
West. He In the onteome of the Inj-
tutive, dand referendum, the recall,
the direet primary, the corrupt pracs
teen net, und the other popular meas-
ures, With a few other leaders, ne
reprosents the struggle that has bheen
going on for elght years between the
old politieal machines and the rank
and file; and his election last fall sig-
nalized the culminating triumph of
the popular cause. With his acces-
slon to the governorship tae old po-
Htleal maehine and the old political
lenders pansed Into history,

When the Inltistive and referendum

wWAN ndopted In 1908 the
republican machine nbaolutely
controlled the sinte, In 180}

It sont John H. Mitchell to the
U'nited Btates senate for the fourth
thme, and In 1903 It elected as Mit-
chell. 's colleague Charles W, Fulton,

Just |
deod, the republican organization held

a man distingulshed for nothilng ex-

|eept expert polities]l manipulation. It

controlled the governcrship, with all
Itn attendant power, and the mayoral
iy of Portiand, On every hand, In-

Oregon In its grasp. The real caplital

oral, In accordance with cus.om, ap- of the state was the city of Portland.

peared before his excolloncy and an-|

nounced thal he was ready to escort
him to the senate chamber “Oh,
o buy yourself a drink and comeup,”
the youthful governor retorted, and
unaccompanied, to take his
oath of offles.  In all his official re.
latlonns, Governor West
makes a virtue of Ignoring ceremony
He was the people’'s candidate, and
he has become the paople’s gOvernor
farmers, workingmen,

went in,

Reporters,

Hkewise

Here were located the publie-utility
and franchise corporations, the trans-
continental rallroads, the “first faml.
liew,” which for years had usurped
the functions of the legislature, The
kind of government with which the
republican machine was Idontified
was coneretely illustrated In the mu-
nleipal administration of Portland
Even on the Pacifie coant, Portland
spjoyed a pecullar fame as n wide-
open town. The machine, by a regular

wilk Into the presence unannounced, | system of monthly fines, had practl-

and st duwn and discuss business

cally liconsed gambling and prosti-

tutlon, and under this saystem of ﬂfl’l-

reamminslonarahip, ramarkable

cinl encouragement the elty had lm-.
come a popular headguarters for nll‘
the viclous characlers In the Pacifie

Oswald West

northwent,

Kilecthons of United States Sennlors——
Great Sporting Kvenis,

An In always the case, however, the
kgystone of republican polities was
the Uphted States senntorship The
reformers belleved that If they could
take away from the old corrupt lead-
ors thig, the richest prize of all, the
wihy to w genersl politieal eleanup
would be comparatively clear. For 40
years the flercest politieal Battles in
Oregon had always raged ober this
commanding offlce. The actual seenes
attending the elections had more In
common with a horse race or a cock
fight than a dignified legislntive pro-
cesding. The people of Oregon have
nlways loved excitement and adven-
ture, For years the cholee of a Unit.
od Bitates wenntor had been the most
popular sporting even! In a great po-
ker playing state. The richest and
most powerful men in the state had
always intrigued and plotted and sold
themaeives for thin political prize. In
“senatorial yvears'” the legislnture vir-
tunlly abdicated Its legisiative func-
tlons, Those prdlonged “hold-ups"
which have recently so scandalized
public opinfon In New York, llinols
and other states were the regulyr
program, The contest was always pro-
tracted through the 40 days' sesslon;
law-making practically ceased; and
deals, bribery, broken pledges, de-
bauchery and rlot were the common-
places of the ocecaslon, Almost no
electlon taok place untll the closing
hours of the closing day of each ses-
slon—the several factions tore at one

another's throats until, at the last
moment. some hastily patched up(Eovernors and congréssmen
truce finally resulted in a  cholee.
There was no mystery conceérning the}way, Eaeh®'political parly was to
basis of these agreements.'” The nt-l’nomlnalr at its party primary, Its
fice s put up at bargain and sale,” candidate for the United States, At
sald the Balem Capital Journal, the genoral olection these nomina-
“paffled off to the highest bidder,|tlons were to.go upon the regular
the greatest corruptionist. This has | ballot, aud from them the voters were
been the rule, not the exception. Nine|to make their cholte,
Umes out of ten, money and palron- Evideutly the selfappolinted as-
age have carried the day.” sembly (held In 1910) regarded It-
It was Ahe purpose of the new di-gelf as the republican party. But there
roct primary law to end abuses of |were forces at work which it little
this kind. That law abolished the comprehended. The assembly ad-
old politieal econventions - -lud--«-d.'jnurm-d Joyously, organized itself
made these gatherings absolutely il-linto a parad®, and moved with red
legal. It also took the election of fire and brass bands nolsily down the
United States senators out of thl!rmgln streets of Portland. One of the
hands of the legislature and placed most Interested spectators was a tall,
it In the bands of the people, Tl'ullhu}i;h figure, leaning In the dark-
voters were to have preclsely the pess against a telegraph pole. This
same direct power over the cholee was Oswald West. Mr. West had had
of United States senators that they some experience in public life. He
have always had over the election of "had been brouglt up In Salem, the

were (o do It In essentially the um-‘l

Thny*utum capital, and, as already noted,

(improvement In tho transportation
Il’mlll ies of Oregon followed; new
tracks were luid, naw stationas bulit,
qurl Important readjustments in rates
were made. By the fall of 1910,
Itherefore, Oswald West was generally
looked upon as a young man with an
|important politieal future. He him-
self thought that perhaps some time,
many years hence, he might aspire Lo
|the governorship; that an opportu-
nity might be Immediately forth-
eoming. however, hard hardly oe-
curred to him,

And yet, as he wiutched this nolsy
crowd of old politleal ringsters
marching triumphantly through the
ptreety of Portland, already well
launched In thelr attempts to regain
their old power and undo the work
of elght years, the |dea occurred to
West, Why not now? Probably no
similarly favorable opportunity would
ever again present itself. All that
night West could not sleep, for he
was busy formulating his plasops, The
next morning he walked up to the
secretary of state clerk's offiee In
Salem, and filed his Intention of be-
coming a candidate for the demo-
cratic nomination.

Here cortainly was a phenomenon
peculiar to Oregon. A young man
under forty, without money or in-
fluentlal friends, with no political
machine, a democrat In an over-
whelmingly republican state, was
quietly determining to win for him-
well the office “of governor,

The fact that West was widely
known in the rural sections helped
%im greatly. For many years he had
been a sheepherder and a cattle
driver, and had penetrated every
section of the state, As a land agent
and rallroad commissioner he had
likewise traveled all over Oregon, ev-

had for several years acted as a
teller in Jue leading Balem bank.
Here Mr. West had had unusual op-
portunities for the study of practical
polities. Many times as an officlal

duty he had had to pay out large’

rolls in greenbacks to men whom he
recognlzed as legislative lobbyists
Afterward members of the legislature
would come into his bank and de-
poeit to thelr credit these same
greenbacks. Often these same leg-
islators would not hesitate to tell the
paying teller how they had Obtained
them. West had afterward moved to
Agtorin, taken a part in politics, and
sttracted the favorable attention of
Governor Chamberlain, who selected
him to clean up the state land of-
fiee, which for many years had been
4 scandal. West did the work so ex-
peditiously and acceptably that Cham.
berlaln promoted him to a railroad

erywhere making friends.

A Hand-Snaking Campaign

West had little difficulty In win-
ning at the primaries, for no candl
date of the slightest strength ap-
posed him. At the republican pri-
marles, hower-l'. the assembly's
‘recommendation,” was also success-
ful. The issues were now sharply
drawn. West adopted as his plat-
form the "Oregon system,” while
Bowerman was clearly in the fleld
to destroy all the reform measures.
Both candidates made an energetic
personal canvass, though thelr meth-
ods differed considerably.

When the time came for balloting,
nearly every voter in Oregon had at
least a band-shaking ascquaintance
with “Os" West. But there was far
more to the campaign than this, The

ATIC OF GOVERNORS

heen before, In the minda of the
Oregon farmer and workingman, the
politieal salvation of Oregon dee
pended on the result of thia election.
In order to save the I[nitiative and
referandum, the direct primary, the
recall, the corrupt practices act and
“Statement No, 1,” the republican
votern, under the leadershlp of Jone
athan Bourne, who eame out strong
Iy for the democratic candldate,
broke over all party lines, sout back
ones more luto retirement all the old
bosses, bz and little, and elected Os=
wald West governor., A few weeks
bafora the election was held Harvey
W. Scott dled, and with his death the
old reglme In Oregon came fo an
end.

These several instances show how
the Oregon demoeracy, working une
der the direct primary, now selocts
its candidates for public office, It
chooses all Its elective officials in
this way—not only its Uniled States
senators and Its governor, but its
congressmen, its leghlators, Its
Judges, its mayors, and its officlals
of local administration. One result
ts sufficlently elear: the people have
absolutely destroyed the old politiesd
machine. To what extent, however,
has the popular method improved the
character and efficlency of Oregon’s
public men? On this polnt there is
no occasion for unbounded enthusi-
asm. Pol'tical conditions in Oregon
are still far from ideal. The great
disappointment of the Oregon experi-
ment has been Its fallure to develop
any feal, aggressive, disinterested
political leadership. Any one who
belleves that the direct prigaary, In
itgell, will bring out the best men as
candidates for public office, will ex-
perience & rude shock when he stud-
ies the sltuation In Oregon. Oregon'a
two congressmen are certainly un-
worthy representatives of this ener
getic and intelligent state. The men
elected to the legisiature last fall, afl
candidates under the direct primary,
are likewise a rather Inferior lot. Os-
wald West, as governor, has so far
made 4 good record, but several of
his appointments show that he Is by
ne means averse to using the publle
offices to reward those who have as-
sisted In his election. Whatever
faults we may find ia Oregon’s pub-
lie men, however, the fact remalins
that, for the most part, they are of &
higher caliber than any the state has
ever had before. Ignorant, undisci-
plined and nparrow-minded as In
many instances they may be, they
are still, with perhaps a very fow ex-
ceptions, honest men, . In many wayas,
Indeed, Oregon ls stiil politically In

state was aroused as It never had

(Continued on pame 1)
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Transforming an Ugly Hous

INTO A BEAUTIFUL ONE IS NOT EITHER DIF-
ICULT OR EXPENSIVE. SEE OUR FANCY GABLES,
CORNICES, ARTISTIC WINDOW SASHES, AND

OTHER MILL WORK FOR BOTH THE INTERIOR
AND EXTERIOR. A LITTLE LABOR WILL MAKE YOURS THE
HOUSE BEAUTIFUL, IF YOU BUY YOUR MILL WORK HERE.

MEDFORD SASH & DOOR GOMPANY
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