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PEAR BLIGHT AND ITS CONTROL | ROGUE 1S MOST
UPON THE PACIFIC COAST

This !s the Thirteenth of a Series of

Until Subject Is Completed—Every Orchardist in the West Should

Save These lssues for Future
able Information.

Articles That Will Be Printed Daily

Reference, as They Contain Valu-

By PROFESSOR O'GARA,
Assistant Pathologist United BStates
Department of Agricuture. Writ-
ten especially for the Medford Mall
Tribune. Copyright, 1810, by the
Medford Mall Tribune.

Eradication Work In California and
Oregon,

In a preceding chapter, mention
was made of the enormous losses In
the pear distriocts of the San Joa-|
quin valley, California, In the short
space of three years, from 1800 to
1804, rlmost half a milllon pear trees
were lost by blight. Practically no at-
tempt was made to check the disease,
and one of tie greatest Industries of
the S8an Joaquin valley vanished like
& dream, and cvven beforo the people
realized what had befallen them. As
in other loc:lities, east and south,
the growers had a self-sufficient and
self-aatisfiod feeling that blight could
mever hurt them. They had grown
pears for a quarter of a century and
more, and such a thing 8 blight en-
tering thelir valley was just as Im-
poasible as anything one might Im-
agine,

In all that time, thunder, lightning,
excessive heat, cold, ete., had caus-
ed not the slightest injury. However,
as soon as blight came all the factors
mentioned nbove seemed to explain
their Prodicamcnt fully, they needed
wmo help and spurned assistance. This
is the story, In a few words, a story
which might be told of many other
localities wlich had sulfered the
same calamity,

In 1904 the blight Invaded the
pear districic of the Sacramento val-
Jey, and although some little work
was done [n the matter of eradicating
it, the efforts were weak and Iineffec-
tive, Prominent men in the state
became alarmed, and the pathololo-
gists of the United Btotes depart-
ment of agriculture were called to the

coast, In the fall of 1904 Profes- ), .
valley In 1807, and since that time a this old road from Rogue river 1o/

sor M. B, Walte made his first visit

same year 7276 tons were dried, and

ceedingly lght, The growers {n these |
sections began thelr fight early, and |

have kept !t up so that at this tlttu-:
thers are probably no fewer bearing
pear trees than there were four or
flve years ago,

there, ten inspectors, including the |
county horticultural mmmlu!oneu.i
were put on and the work of eradl-
cation was thoroughly done.

BEAUTIFUL LAND

their lands to the same high type of
cultivation and mprovement, and
whon the better pail facilities now un-
der construction are completed, noth
ing will apparently stand in the way
of making the Klamath country a
model in agricultural endeavor.

The transition from this level, cul-

E. E. Calvert of Portiand Oregonian
Writes of Mill Trip Through Valley
and Says Railroad Magnate
Praises It Highly.
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ley in Monday's Oregonian:
This, the center of the Rogue River
valley, can be reached by wagon road

[from Klamath Falls in a journey of|

|

tivided area to the pine timber bell
with its rushing streams is romark-
able, but less so than the change
(from the timber belt to the orchards
{of Rogue river. A transformation
Iluw taken place since Willinm Han-
ley drove cattle over the Siskivon
trails to interior Oregon. Now the
Rogue valley no longer supplies eattle
for the ranges and the livestock mar-

. |
E. E. Calvert, special correspond-

ent of the Portland Oregonian,

In Placer cﬂuntﬂ“ﬁ'“ from Medford as follows of ket. Once this was a hav-producing
alone when 1 first bogan my work the Hill visit to the Rogue River val-|country. Now Rogue River valley is

buying beef cattle for its own mar-
ket and is shipping in hay for live-
|stoek consumption.

The channel of trade ig still in the

It would be very difffeult to tell about 85 miles, and a trip between Process of reversing, for the valley

how many trees were lost In Califor-
nia throughout the entire state, but
the figures taken from the carload
shipments will tell the story pretty
well. JIn 1900 Californ’a shipped
2115 carloads of pears, and In the

perhaps half a milllon ccses were
canned. In 1907, only 1039 cars were
shipped and only 500 tons were drled.
We have no dat: on the canned prod-
net, but it Is well known that it fell
off correspondingly. Such figures as
1 have given should strike terror into
any community whose industry ls that |
of growing pears and apples, [

In the Rogue River valley and In|
southern Oroxon we find a mu'nlﬂ-'r
cent soll for pear and apple growing. |
At this time, with the wvalley only
partially developed, the estimated,
value of the orchards reaches far into |
the millions. Pear hlight has not
been in the valley very long, but It is
here and musgt be considered serions-
ly. Only In three or four cases has
it done any serlous damage, and the
total loss for the entire valley in pears
and apples is probably not more than
2000 trees. The highest recorded loss
in one orchard Is perhaps 600 or 800]
trees, and thig loss might have been
avoided If the owner had taken the
proper steps in eradicating a wvery
few cases of holdover blight. An-|

other orchard lost nearly 200 (lrees,

but these were mostly Infected and

practically destroyed before it was|

known that blight existed in the val-
The writer first came into the

the two points is one of the best les-
sons that can be obtained in the i

| versity of resources of Oregon.

In traveling over this 85 miles of
wagon road one leaves at Klamath
Falls the outskirts of a great stock
range al the trading point of an irn-
gated section where hay, grain and
root crops and dairying are profit-
able industries, enters and traverses
the greatest existing belt of pine tim-
ber, crosses streams ofefring almost
incomparable water power, and drops
down into a valley whose fruit crops
are famed the world over and whicn
is surrounded by hills over and which
is surrounded by hills where are some
of the oldest still profitable placer
dlml.gf: i::dlhe west. e

In this stretch of 85 miles, ‘six
great resources of Oregon are repre-
sented—stockraising, general agn-
culture, timber, horticulture, water
power and mines. Practically the
only two that are not found are Ore-
gon's strictly grain-produeing dis-
tricts and its commercial fisheries.

The 65 miles of road Dbetween
Klamath Falls and Ashland, which
were traversed by the Hill party in
gaining Western Oregon, coustitutos
one of the oldest highways in the
state. Over this road,* nearly 50
years ago, William Hanley, one cof
Mr. Hill's companions in the tour,
first accompanied his father in a cat-
tle drive from the Rogue River valley
to Hamey county.

driving ecattle, followed until 1882,

to California, and Inaugnurited a plan very strenuous fight has been kept| Linkville, now known as Klamath

of campaign for eradicatirg it or at |

up. As In California, we had to ﬂlbt"

Falls. Thereafter a shorter route,

Jeast keepinz it under control. I may | stupldity and Ignorance, but, for the known as the Dead Indian road, was Tt
say that the  cvernment pathologists most part, tho growers have swung followed over the mountsins by ths can be beat. In applo-growing it has

did not come to the Pacific coast un-/into line and are putting up a good cattlemen who purchased stock

Mr. Hanley, in [

in }

[promises to become a larger buyver
year by year. The old eattle trails
{are being replaced by the railrond
[the Hill interests aro building from
| Medford to a eonnection with the Or-
{egon Trunk line. This road will tap
the timber belt, carry the fruit of
Rogue River valley to Central Oregon
|and eastern markets and bring back
'beef cattle to the consumers of the
villey and hay and grain to feed the
fancy livestock and the farm anjmals
{that are needed in the cultivation of
the lands.
Orchards Replace Meadows,

Alfalfa is still grown in the Rogue
River valley, but the mendows are
being rapidly replaced by pear and
apple orchards, Last year 15,000
acres were set out to orchards in the
portion of the Rogue River valley
extending from Ashland south to
where the valley pinches 12 miles be-
low Medford before ngain widening
out into the Grants Pass district.

In this 25 miles length of valley
there are now 65,000 ncres set in or-
|rlmrds. and from this area the fame
of Rogue river fruit has been given
{by only 2500 acres of benring Irees,
Next year will probably see more
than 15,000 acres additional convert-
|ed into orehard lands. In the season
|of 1909 this portion of the Rogue
River valley shipped 500 carloads of
fruit, valued at $1000 a car. It is
estimated that this vear 1000 cap-
loads will be shipped, next vear 2000
carloads, and the following vear 3000
carloads.

In the new orchards pears are
{coming more and more into favor,
Ifor as a producer of faney pears

| Rogue river prides itself that it never

Complete House Furnishers
WE SAVE YOU MONEY ON

FURNITURE, REFRIGERATORS,
LACE CURTAINS, DRAPERIES, ©

TIERES, RUGS,

Remember

the truth, A visit will be appreciated.

CARPETS, ETC.

whether you come to buy or just to look,
WE INVITE YOU TO CALL AT OUR TEMPORARY LOCA-
TION, NEXT WASHINGTON SCHOOL, WEST MAIN AND

LAUREL STREETS.

We give our personal attention to
order and never advertise anything but
Courteous

STOVES, RANGES,
OUCH COVERS, POR.

overy

treatment,

PHONE MAIN 14561
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strong competitors in the Hood River,
Wenatchee nnd other countries. Up
to this year the perventage of new or-
chards set to pear trees was aboul
50. This year it is about 65 per

cent.
Whole Reglon Like Picture,

Of the Rogue River valley, morv |

truthfully than of any other distriet
in the west, it can be said “it is like
the pictures in the book.” Hand-
somely illustrated literatyre ocan be
issued deseriptive of almost aoy
prosperous country by using for the
tllustrations only the show places. In
Rogue River valley one may turn the
camera in any direction and the re-
sult is a gom.

The Hill party has made an olose
study of the valley from Ashland for
25 miles porth. Automobiles have
taken them from Ashland, through
Talent and Phoenix to Medfornd,
thence under the guidance of Med-
ford folk to Jacksonville, the county
seat of Jackson county, and the sec-
ond oldest town in the state, by pla-
ecer diggings that have produced $22,-
000,000 in gold and are still heing
worked, thenee through the Sams
valley, a tributary of the Rogue, and
on to Central Point nnd then out over
the Pacific & Eastern railroad route

to five miles beyond Eangle Point and

back to Medford, New and old or-
ehards have been visited, For the

pxploitation work of the Great North-
ern pictures have been taken show-
ing voung and old orchards, cherry
troes londed with ripened fruit in the
middle of Mayv; wheat standing
shounlder high, bearing fig trees and
'vinevards of Tokay grapes.

“It is the most beautiful country |
ever saw,” deeclared Mr. Hill, after

his return to Medford,

LARGE FORCE OF MEN
REPAIRING POWER DITCH

E. F. Graham of Prospect has a
large force of men repairnng the
power diteh of the Rogne River Eleo-
trie company’s plant at Prospect. The
diteh is not only being repaired, but
made larger. The floods of |last win-
ter destroyed the intake gates

NOTICE TO STOUKHOLDERS,
Notlee Is hereby glven that the
annunl meoting of stockholders of the
Pacifie and Eastern Rallway will be
held at the office of the company,
In Medford, Oregon, on Monday, June
G, 1910, at 10 o'clock a. m.
By order of the Prealdent.
G. P. HUMPHREY,
Secretary.

Haskins for Hoalth.

YOU
BE THE JUDGE

All we ask is an opportunity
put our proofs and facts
before you. Then
decide for yourself
We are positive that

Rex Flintkote
Roofing

will be your choice
because there can
only be one BEST and
we WNOW Rex Flint-
kote i3 the best roof-
ing in this world.

ey

Either visit us or let us visit
you with proofs,

WO0ODS LUMBER Co.

til they were called. Such Influen- fight, Very slight losses have occur- Western Oregon and drove them t- |
tial men as ex-Governor Pardee and red during the past two years, and the rich ranges of Harney county,
prominent Southern Pacifle officials these losses have been mostly in t.ha|them to fatten them for the marke! |

appealed to Hon, James Wilson, secre-
tary of agriculture, to send as many
men as he had available, to ajd in
what was thought to be almost a
hopeless case. Blight was everywhere
with the exception of the Santa Clara
walley, which to this day has kept It
out by very careful and “ard work.
The task undertaken was an enor-
mous one, and the amount of terri-
tory necessary to be covered was so
large that every avallable source of
help was called for and the campaign
Tinally started in the early winter of
1805. The time was short, but good
work was done, In many districts
where there was a willlngness to co-
operate with the government officers
the blight was checked. In others,
where conditions were the reverse,
the blight gained hendway. The re-
sult of several years’ work, which
Thms been carried on up to the pres-
out time by the Unlited Etates de-
partment of agriculture, is that sev-
-eral districts In the Saeramento val-
ley and adjacent valleys 7 ave saved
their pears. Theie are particular in-
stances where practically everylhing
-went excepting single orchards which
were saved by Individual growers, by
using herolc measures and earrying
Anto effect every detall glven them
by the government officers. To this
. day these men continue to grow pears
while thelr neighbors are entirely out
of the business. They are charged
with belog lucky, but there Is no luck
35 Defsion pesx, biehts It s cometnl
watehfulness, Among those who have
1 suceessful in fighting pear blight
I8 Howard Reed of Maryaville, Cal.
Mr. Reed, with 6000 Bartletts, has
‘Jost relatively few, although the dif-
ficultles he had to overcome would
‘have discouraged the average man,
“Whree years ago his orchard was un-
«der water on account of the over-
flow from the Bacramento river and
he was compelled to fight the pear
blight from boats and rafts, To show
you how well he has won out In the
fight I will slmply state that his crop
two years ago was 060 carloads of
firet-class fruit, which he shipped to
eastern markets, Besldes his green
he drled something over 26
caunot help pointing to Mr,
an example for everyone to

He has made doubly good,
had to fight not only the
the mossback community
which he lived.

districts of Placer,
Nevada conuties east

‘Sacramento the

loss has been ex-

villages and towns and in the old|

of cleaning up. The commerclal or-
chards have done excellent work.|

Even the largost orchards in the val- |

ley have demonstrated tha oftectlvo—l
ness of careful eradleation., At this
time it Is a pleasure to visit them and
see the heavily laden pear and npplel
trees with not a blighted spur or twig
upon them.

The only serious mistake made In
the beginning of the pear blight cam- |
palgn in 1907 was the fallure to pro-
vide a sufficlert number of lnspee-'
tors, and this mistake has only been
remedied in part at this time. Until
a year ago the entire work of golng
over the two counties of the Rogue
River valley was given to two men.
It Is surprising that as good results)

wondered how It happened.

The importance of the pear blight |
problem to the hortieultural Interests
of the Paclfic coast states empha-
slzes very clearly the value and neces-
sity of plant pathological work, What
each distriet needs is a strong man
who s both scilentific and practical,
for handiing such a difficult problem. !
Not only does each distric. need the
constant and careful attention of a

spectors and commissioners who will
#8e to it that the hortleultural stat-
utea are rigidly enforced.

disease which s not considered con-
taglous or spreading, and which may
readlly be controlled by slmple spray
treatments, It Is his own lookout;
but where his pears and apples are a
source of general infection from pear
blight it becomes a matter for the dis-
triet commiceloner and local inspec-
tor. There I8 only one remedy and
that Is to increase the Inspection and
to make it rigid, Perhaps one other
thing might be added, It would be
a wise plan for each county or dis-
triet to appoint a large number of
volunteer inspectors who would serve
without pay In thelr own Interest,
but who would be vested with author-
ity to inspeet and condemn within

tralped pathologist, but it needs In-|

If agrow- |
er chooses to lose his crop by any |

The journey Thursday, the first he

'home orchards, where It Is diffienlt had made over the road in 27 years, |
to make the owners see the necessity hrought out many reminiséences frow |

the big cattleman of Central Oregon. |

Mr. Hanley pointed out where the
cattle had mired down on one drive,
another point where the “chuck
wagon” and the ealves had to be halt-
ed for several days on account of
muddy roads, and related how in the
interval the cows forgot their off-
spring and had to be lassoed latar,
that the hunghv youngsters might bhe
fed. Homes of pioneers, now dead
and gone. were identified and the pe-
culiarities of the men of the eariv
days were related.
Road Almost Impassable,

Forty miles of this old road, al-
though full of scenie attractions, are
now almost impassable, because of
ruts and rocks. After reaching Ash

have been gotten, and 1 nave often jand Mr, Hanley, in addressing the!

business men at luncheon, urged the
improvement of this road for the ben -
efit of Southern Oregon, asserting
that it was a better highway 40 years
ago than it is today,

In spite of its familiarity to the
old-timers of Southern Oregon, the
Klamath country is looked upon as a
new district by the commercial inter
ests of Portland, and in a way it is
a new country, for railroad transpor-
tation and irrigation arve bringing
about & new growth and developmen:
Yet, 25 years ago, wheat sent from
Klamath eounty to an exposition in
New Orleans gained a first prize. In
the valley below the city are farms
that would be a pride in any agrieul-
tural territory of the middle stutes
or far east,

The N. C. Merrill place, where the
Hill party was euntertained at lunch
Tuesday, was declared by Mr. Hill
to be the best farm he ever saw. The
home is a handsome residence of the
Colonial type, with spacious verandus
and surrounded bya well-kept lawo.
Electric eurrent tapped from tran:-
mission lines extending from Klam-
ath Falls throughout tha valley lights
the house and barns, operates mo-
tors that move farm machinery and
pump water for the houseliwld sup-
ply. The livestock is thoronghbred

their Immediate neighborhood., If
this could have been done during the
past year in the Hogue River valley
many a dollar which has been spent
in summer cutting would have been
saved.

You'll want to answer in person
ong of today's real estate ads—and
rather promptly, too, most lkely,

and the fields are marvels of seien.
tifie cultivation. Mr. Merriil's neigh-
bors often call on him to direot their
seeding, and he has the reputation
of being able to secure a better stand
of alfalfa than any man in the

eounty,
g'-nun Are Enterprising.
Other farmers of the Klamath

country are endeavoring to bring

I
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People of refinement; dpeOple with means; retired business men; professional men;
college and university graduates, are coming to the Rogue River VJley by the score.
Within the past two years almost a hundred Chicago and Evanston, Illinois, people have
purchased homes near Medofrd, and nearly every one of them has a friend or two
whom they hope to induce to come and locate in the valley.

New York, Philadelphia, Boston and many other eastern cities are almost if not
quite as well represented, while St. Paul and Minneapolis have more representatives
here than any other several cities combined.

Think these statements over and get your thinker going. Write to the
or the Medford Commercial Club for detailed informtaion about
will never have cause to regret it.

undersigned
the country, and you

|: Bearing Orchards
Near Medford

It of the producing orchards have been held in holdings until recently.
0 few weeks agt;the Eden Valley Orchard, containing wmes, was placed on 'I;'}:’;a
-sarket in any desired acreage. We have becn authorized to offer the bearing apples
and pears for sale, and if you know anything abowt thie country and weat a desirable
block of bearing trees, write or come soon. During the past week over $150,000
worth of the property has been disposed of. It is located within two miles of Mediord
at an elevation of about 100 feet above the city and is one of the best kept orchards in
the world. Parts of the orchard offered for sale have paid the owner over $600 per
acr(]a) per %vear fo‘rlélour years straight.
0 not come unless you are prepared to stay, for just so sure as you d .
bination of fat soil, grandeur of scenic beauty and Italian climati willosg::lwyglll.le lgggly
and soul. After one visit here you will be miserable any other place on earth,

John D. Olwell

EXHIBIT BUILDING

MEDFORD, OREGON
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