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ROGUE RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES

Government Issues Interesting Data

Streams—Rogue River Power Possibilities Are Given Good Boost.

Concerning the Southern Oregon

The United States geological sur-
wvey has izsued a very mferosting pa-
per on surface water supply of the
North Pacific coast iu which much
space is devoied to Rogue river and
tributaries. Aside from some very
ecomplete tables the following deserip
tive matter is offered:

Rogue River Dralnage Basin,

Deseription—Rogue river drains
the southwestern corner of the state
ol Oregon, ils bhasin extending from
the extrome western part of Klamath
ecounty serose Jockson and Josephine
counties, and including the northern
half of Curry county. On its north
are the Rogue River mountains and
on the east are the Cascades, while
in the southern part of the area is a
spur of the Siskiyou mountains, In
all the basin comprises 5080 square

miles. )
The river is formed by three prin-
eipal forks—the wvorih, middle and

south—which rise among the peaks
of the Cascade range and unite near
Prospeet, in Jackson county. From
this point the Rogue winds in a gen-
ernl westerly direction to the ocean.
which it enters near the town of
Gold Beach, in Curry county. In the
lower half of its course the stream
hugs closely the base of the Rogue
River range, and its principal tribu-
taries are from the south, as is shown
by the following:

Principal Tributaries of Rogue River.

From the north and west—North
fork, Elk ercek, Stewart cieek, Ev-
ans croek, Leland creek.

From the east and south—Middle
fork, South fork, Big Butte
(drainage area, 268 square miles);
Little Butte creek (draicage area,
861 square miles) ; Bear creek (Stew-
art ereek) (drainage area, 380 square
miles); Applegate ereek (drainage
area, 606 square miles), [llinois river.

The North fork, or main stream,
derives its water from springs, prob-
ably supplied from Crater lake,
which les to the east in the center
of Crater Lake patural park at an
elevation of 6240 feet above sea
level, This lake occupies the erater
of an ancient voleanic mountain, to
which the name Mount Mazama has
beon applied. The lake has no vis-
ible outlet nor any other reaching
the surface within a few miles. The
walls inclosing the lake are made up
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[of alternating sheets of lava, dipping
fwan the lake l,\!'.t-1iﬂ:|“) 14
all directions, and
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to afford an ensy pasaage 1or much
water. Springs are abmdant and
remarkable in size.  Little and Big
Butte erocks drain the southorn pon
tion of the Caxcade fores! reserve
Bear ereek, formeriy eallod Stewart
ervok, drains the famous friit sec-
tion of Rogue River wvalley: Apple-
gnte ereek drains the Siskivon moun-
tains, and Illinois river the territory

to the south of the wain stream near
the coast.

The drainage area is in  general
mountainons, elevations rangng
from sea level at Goid Beach to DTG0
feet at the summit of Mount Me-
Laughlin (formerly known as Mount
Pitt), a snoweapped peak dividing
the drainage of Big Butte and Little
Butte creeks. The general elevaltion
of the mountain reénge at the head-
waters of the Rogue is 6000 feet,
Prospect is 3000 feet, Ashland s

justly famons for the excellont qual-
ity of apples, pears and other frnts
raised there.

The streams of thiz area, like oth.
era draining the Casende mouninins;
afford wonderful possibilitios for wa-
ter power development. At present
the ouly important plants are those
of the Rogue River Electrie company
at Gold Ray aud at Prospect

Stream this basi
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three and one-half vears the highest

measurements in

riin«oft values are shown by the res

for 1907, It is probable that
lowest values wounld
found m 1905 L recor
h.u! I-I'n‘!l Con |"- e
The following gauging

taitied i this

alds

hnve how

the

(e for that veur

rlations

have been mal river
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The abtained ot this
are not faverable for very good re
The height of
fected in an irregular manner by
dam a short distanece below, and ns
this dam ¢ a tempaorary affair, made
of hrush, it either
wholly or in
the creck, even during irrignting sea-
For thig reason it wias neces
sary during 1907 and 1908 to de-
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1938 feet and Grants Pass 856 feet |

above the sea level
The area is almost completely tim-

terpolato a part of the records,
North fork of Rogne river at Pros-

(peet (1907 to 1008).

bered, but the stand is not 20 heavy |

as on the area to the north drained |

Little Butte ereek, near Eagle
Point (1907 to 1908).
Bear creek at Talent (1007 and

by Umpqna river, as the precipitation 1908,

i1s lighter.
at Gold Beach is 86 inches, at Grants

The mean annnal rainfall |

Pass 33, at Ashiand 27, on the head- |

"waters of Illinois river 70, and at
Crater Lake 100 inches. At the
headwaters of the stream the greater

part of the precipitation is rainfall |

during the winter months. As is us-
ual in resions where the preeipitation
15 sufficient for the production of
crops without irrigation, development
along this line 48 inconsiderable. Fish
lake diteh, which diverts water from
Little Butte ereek, is the largest in
operation. A number of little ditches
are nsed to irrigate the narrow wval-
ley lands contiguous to the small
streams. In this manner Ashland,
Wagner and Applegate creeks
largely aporopriated for irrigation.
It is realized, however, that the agri-
enltural regources of this seetion of
the country will not be utilized in the
most economi¢ manner until irriga-
tion is practiced extensively,

are

The |

valley lands in the vicinity of Med- |

ford along Bear creek are particu-
larly adapted to fruit culture, and

Applegate creek nt Murphy (1007
and 19008},
Rogune river near Galice (1007),

North Fork of Rogue River at Pros-

0 pect, Or,

This station was established July
17, 1907, just above the Rogue River
Electric company’s dam, one-half
mile above Prospect, five miles aboye
the junetion with the South fork, and
at the head of Rogue River gorge.

The fall of the river through this
gorge is to be utilized by the compan)
for development of water PoOwer The
data are valuable chiefly in connec-
tion with water-power development,
but they furrish also some very use-
ful information concerning the run-
off from forested areas under the
climatie conditions whieh exist in the
southern portion of the
range,

No equipment has yet been in-
stalled for making measurements
during high water, and at low water
the only point available is in a very
narrow canyon, where the water i

Casecade

the Rogue River valleyv has becomedextremely turbulent and the veloci-

ties are most irregular.  The gage
toented nbove the dam was rend daily
from July 17 to October 10, 1907,
and onee or twice o week dunng the
first half of 1908, but the daily rat
ings durving 1908 wete made on an
auxiliney gage at  the observer's
honse, No estimates of
pogsible with the data of hand, but
it is hoped that a permanent rating
curve can leter be  developed o
which these records of gage heights
be applied,

togue River

tlow nre

et

Near Tolo, Uw,

This station was establiched Aug
1905, It is loeated at Gold
Ray, the site of Rogue Hiver
Elecirte company 's power ‘\!.ll'f. ]
miles below Tolo, and Just below the
mouth of Bear ereck.

I'he data obtained at this
have great value in conunegtion
the use of the river for water power
development and its proposed use [or
extensive irrigation works, a number
of large ditches being already under
construetion,

[he station is loeated beolow ihe
tail race of the power plant, at which

ust o,
the

stalion
with

a dam sbout 20 feet high forms a part of S""ki.\-"u county, Cnlifornia, |

lurge torebay, The flow al the sta-
tion is, therefore, irregular, depend-
g upon the amount of water used
through the turbines, The velovity of
the water at the gaging station is
quite swilt, and the channel is not
stable. It has been unpossible to de-

‘velop & permanent rating curve. The

records, particularly those taken at
low water, are not as accurate
could be desired.

Little Butte Creek Near Eagle Polnt,

14 ]

Little Butte ereek is formed near
Lake Creek, in Jackson connty, by

the union of its North and South
forks, the united waters flowing
westward and joining Rogue river,

about three miles enst of Table Rock

The gaging station was establish-
ed July 13, 1907. It is loeated at
Tronson & Guthrie’s fruit ranech, one
mile above Eagle Point, about
miles above the mouth of Antelope
ereek, aud above the head of a diteh
which diverts water milling at
Eagle Point.

A number of small ditehes divert
water from the stream above the st
tion, so that the flow here obtained
does not represent the natural run-
off from the drainage avea. The
data are insufficient for an estimate
of extreme values.

This stream is already used to a
large extent for irrigation and addi-
tional developments are under way
It also furnishes municipal wator
supply for the city of Medford,

Bear creek, formerly krown
Stewart creek, rises in the southeast-

two

for
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orti part of Jackson county and flows  flows northeastward
northwestward fo its junetion with county, Oregon, for about 20 milis, |
ontive then turns to

Rogue viver near Tolo, Its

Jinekson mensures 006 squarve milos,
This stution was established July
1007, It is looated at Murphy,

mto

the northwest w22,

drainage aren comprises 380 square lunites with Rogue viver about eight eight miles above the mouth of the

miles,

The gaging station was established | sephine county,

July 11, 1907, al o highway bridge i

eroek and weven miles from Greants

wost of Grants Pass, i

Its drninngoe

milps

nven Pass,
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power and irrigation canal which
verts water from the left bank, about
one-half mile below the mouth ol
Wagner erock and one and one-hali
wtes ahove the month of Anderson
l'l'l"'li

l-lh'

rigation and the data obtatned at this

stream 8 used lavgoly for i

I
stntion are usetul m that conoeetiong,

Any nerease of irrigation develop
ment from this stream will requive
the construction of slornge  tesor- |

voirs

Fhe conditions ave not exception-
ally favorable for good results. The
bed of the stream v somowhat
changeable and a new rating eurve
will have to be developed after each
flood,

Applegatoe ercek rises in the Sis
kKiyvou mountaing in the northwestern

Staceys’
Auto
Garage

(Sueccessor)

Medford
Auto
Garage

We are fully equipped to take
eare of all your auto troubles.

ACCESSORIES.

We carry n full line of Auto
Accessonies, nelonding the fa-
wous AJAX TIRES-—guaran-

teed for 5000 miles

We have three of the most
expert machinists in Southern
Quegon There is  nothing
about a GAS ENGINE that we
eannot fix if it ean be fixed at

all.

Wm. E. Stacy

Call at Garage, Eighth, Between
C and Front Streets.

$150 AN ACRE- 270 aeres, foothill lnnd, about U miles from Med
ford; there are about 80 aeres on this place now planted to fruit
which ineludes about 26 meres in bonring. The bearing vanetier
nre Newtown and Spiteenberg apples and Comice pearw, There
are 26 neres of Newtowns i thoir second year with peach fillers
and about ¢ aeros of Newtowns just planted; also 20 acres !
. Jonnthaus and 10 acres of Bartlett and Anjou pears just planted
About 200 aeres of first-olaws fruit land on the place. Thers are
many springs on the place and considerable water counld bs de
voloped lor irvigation; two houses, good barn and other bulldingw
Would subdivide nieely. Easy terms,

$2500 Sixty neres, 8 milea from Medford, about 15 neres cloared and
partly planted; small buildings.

$260 AN ACRE 70 acres, about 4 miles from Medford, free soil; 20
neres planted to Newtown and Spitrengerg apples, monsily 3 yenrs
old; in addition, about 26 acres under eultivation, balance eamly
olenred ; good new G-room plastored houss, new barm; also set of
old buildings. Could be subdivided into two or thres tracts nicaly
ensy terms,

$56500 - Six miles from MNodford, good vew buildings, about 8
planted to Newtowns, Spitgeabergs and pears, 1 and 3 years old,
nbout 7 meres additional cleared, balance not hard olearing: good
team, wagon and machinery g0 With ‘he place. This l a 40
ners traot,

AOTeN

000 A first.class froit and alfalfa ranch, 185 acres, 54 miles
from railway station, practically all bottom land, 140 acres now
under cuoltivation, water right with place; fnir house, two barns,
schoolhouse on the place, for §15,000, which is only #81 an acre:
$6000 eash will handle, and easy terms oan be had on the balanee,
this is n fine chance to get n firnt-class tract of low-priced land
for development purposes, We don't think this will last long, aud
if yon are intererted, come in and wea us about it.

$12525 -Fleven neres in Comice pears, 10 yoars old; ® acres in Rart
lett and Anjoun pears, 1 to 3 years old; close in; good moil; tarms

$12,000 - Eloven acres in Comice and Bose pearw, 14 years old; thews
trees ure in {ull bearing and will pay a good income on the pnee
asnked.

$15,000 Twenty neres, fine new modern bungalow, buildings  eawily
worth $4000; about 13 acres of apples in full bearing; trees ar= |1
veurs old; balance planted to apples 2 yoars old; good soil: muently
loeation; elose to market; an ansured income from the beginning, »
fine home,

$150 (o $200 PER ACRE - Stewart ncre tracts; 2 miles from Medford
tracts are from 10 to 25 acres in mize; fine building spots on all
ean all be irrigated; cheapest tracts in Medford neighborteod; enss
terma.

$300 PER ACRE Finest 6 and 10-acre orehard and garden tracts in
the valley; easy terma.

W.T. YORK & CO.
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Medford Is Certainly Entitled to Be Named

The Pasadena of Oregon

Every

advantage
connected
with living in
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an Eden
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a city may
be had with

Valley Tract

disposed of.
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tives here than any other several citics combined,

The Best Class of People Are Attracted Here

People of refinement; people with means: retired business men; professional men; college and university grad-
uates, are coming to the Rogue River Valley by the score.
and Evanston, Ill,, people have purchased homes near Medford, and nearly every one of them has a friend or two
whom they hope to induce to come and locate in the valley.
eastern cities are almost if not guite as well represented, while St. Paul and Minneapolis have more representa-
Think these statements over and get your thinker going. Write
to the undersigned or the Medford Commercial Club for detailed information about the country, and you will
never have cause to regret it,

Within the past two vears almost a hundred Chicago

New York, Philadelphia, Boston and many other

The Most Fascinating Investments Are In

block of bearing trees, write or come soon.

EXHIBIT BUILDING

Bearing Orchards Near Medford

Most of the producing orchards have been held in large holdings until recently. A few weeks ago the Eden Val-
ley Orchard, containing 605 acres, was placed on the market in any desired acreage.
offer the bearing apples and pears for sale, and if you know anything about this country and want a desirable
During the past week over $150,000 worth of the property has been
It is located within two miles of Medford at an elevation of about 100 feet above the city and is one
of the best kept orchards in the world. Parts of the orchard offered for sale have paid the owner over $600 per
acre per vear for four straight years. Do not come unless you are prepared to stay, for just so sure as you do ecome
the combination of fat soil, grandeur of scenic beauty and Italian climate will steal you, body and soul. After one
visit here you will be miserable any other place on earth,

JOHN D. OLWELL

MEDFORD, OREGON

We have been authorized to

An Eden
Valley
Orchard
will pay an
income the

very first

year
Buy now
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