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CHAPTER VL

Fortifying Against a Weird
Foe,

ROFESSOR STANGERSON
sluce he had learved the eruel

P truth bad not for one moleat
been able to free himselt from

the thought of It. Io wruth, the first
victim of the afalr at the Glandier
and the most unforfunate was this
good old man, He bhad lost everything |
~hilg faith in sclence, his love of work

!lmng which concerned only the fam-
| Ny. But they were fully aware of the
way In which the secret gervice agent
had pursued Mme. Darsac. The crimoes
of Larsan were explained In the eyes
of Arthur Rance by a mad passion for
Mathilde, the indications of an [nsane
| and hopeless love. As to Mme. Edith,
her thoughts, which 1 read without
her suspecting It. rman about In this
way: “But what on earth Is there
about this woman which could lnspire
such an Ilnsane passion, lasting for
yoars and years, in the heart of any
man? Hers I8 & woman for whose
snke a dotective officer becomes a mur-
derer, for whom a temperate man be-
comes a drunkand and for whom an (o-
nocent man permits himself to be pro-
nounced gulity of a felony. What b
thers about ber more than there la
about myself, who owe my husband to
the fact that she refused him before
he ever saw me? What Ia the charm
about her? And yet evan now my hus
band forgets all aboat me while bhe la
That Is what 1 read
eyes as she watebed ber

hlack eyea of

:

left his presence was another man—a '
man alone, all alone. Professor Stan-
ger=on had Jost his daughter and his |
goddess, !
He had experfénced only Indifference
In regard to her marriage to Robert
Darzac, although the latter had been
the best beloved of his pupile. In wvain |
Mathilde, with the warmest !
ness. had epdeavored to rekindle the
old feeling In the heart of her father, |
She knew well that he had changed '
towand her. The professor could work |
oo longer. The great secret of the dis- |
mumumumnumuwl
fsed to reveal to mankind had return- |
«d to the unknown from which for a
mmmmmmumm‘
men will go on, repeating for centuries
o come the imbecile phrase, “From
nothing, nothing.”

(@ . . . . . a2
Evidently she was lostinctively |
drawn toward Rouletabille by all the
mysterions forces of maternal affec-
tion, in splte of the fact that she had
every reason to belleve that her child
had died yeafs beford.

. Bue showed for bher busband the
most charming solicitude. She was at-
tentive to him at every moment, serv.
bxhimmmandmmum:tl
him as she did so, /
}fthodgllsna!z‘mtn.mmg'
bituseit had been to deal a frightful
blow to a happidess which bad ‘yet
scarcely begun, he had completely muc-
cecded. Mathiide had given Darsac
at vpce to undersiand that she did vot
recnrd herself as his wife, since the
wiun to whom she had pledged herself
fu lLier early girlbhood was still lUving.
1 have sald that Mathiide Stangerson |
bad been brought up In a very re-
ligious manner, not by her father, who
cared lttle for such things, but by her
female relatives, especially ber old aunt
in Clocinpatl, I might bave passed
over these religious bellefs of Mathilde

an lafluence on the resolution which
she had taken in regard to ber second
husband when she discovered that her
first hosband was still alive. It had
seemed to ber that Larsan's death had
beeu proved beyond the slightest doubt, |
and she had gone to her new husband
as 1 widow with the approval of her
confessor. And now she learned that
in the sight of heaven she was Dot &
widow, but a bigamist!

Leaving the Darsacs, my eyes wan-
dered to the neighbor of Mme. Darzars,
M. Arthur Willlam Rance, when they
wera suddenly arrested by the butler's
goming to say that Hernler, the con- |
elerge, requested to speak to Roule-
tabille, My friend left the room,

“What!” 1 erled. “The Bernlers are |
no longer at the Glandler?™

Readers of “The Mystery of the Yel-
low Hoom" will recall that these Ber- i
niers—the mao and his wife—were the |
conclerges of M. Staogerson at Bte.
Genevieve des Bola. 1 bave told bow
Rouletabllle had bhad them set at lb-
gerty when they were nocused, Houle- |
tabille had heen ever since the object
of thelr devotion. As the Rances bad
need of conclerges for the Fort of
Hercules, the professor had been glad
to send them Lis faithfal domestics, of
whom he had never had reason to com-
plain except for one slight infraction
of the gnme laws, which had turned
out most unfortunately for them. Now
they were lodged In one of the towers
of the postern, where they kept the
gate,

The unexpected exit of Rouletabllile
sent a chill to my heart and seemed to

| complete view of both the inper and

| asked to retire, and she bade us good

| gardener, Mattonl, at that polnt, M. |
, Rance.”

I listened to Rouletabille with ad-
| miration. Mme. Edith was right. He
hiad Indeed constituted blmsolf a cap- |
taln, and he had not left one Impregna-
ble spot without defense,

Rouletabllie It his pipe, took three
or four puffs and sald;

“Wellk bore we are, Can we hope
' that Larsan, after having so insolent-
Iy faunted hlmself before us, at our
very doors, In order to defy us will
confine hlmself to such n platonke
manifostation?! And, cootent with
| what he has done, will he go away?
1 banily thiok so, first, because such |
& thing would be forelgn to his char |
acter, for be loves a fight and Is never |
satlafiad with a partinl success, and, |
second, because o ote of us has the |
power to drive him off. We have, of |
tourse, no hope of any belp from ot |
side, And bhe knows it well 'nllthl
what makes hima so bold and ml

clous. Whom can we call to oar ald™

was la his proposition: |
“You ought to understand, mopsiear,
that 1 dald not save Larsan from |
French fwetice at Vermallles to delfver |
him over to Itallan justice at Rochers |
Rouges.” |
M. Darsac said: |
“Ths man must disappear. but m |

But the first condition othhdhlp-l
pearance & to keep the fmct that he
bas reappeared at all a secret. Above |
all—and I am speaking of the heartfalt |

wiah of Mme, Darzac as well as my [ pound and one 158-pound boxer, twol
others and a pair of its best wrest-

own—M. Stangerson must never know |
that we are megaced by the blows of
this monster.™

“Mme. Darsac’s wishes are com-

mands” replis! Rouletabllle. =M,

Stangerson shall know nothing.” |
Rouletabille nrose and exchanged |
through the window a wsignal with
Beruler, who was standing erect upon
the thresbold of the square tower.

could leave the chateau or enter It |
Pere Jacques was charged with the |
ecarrring out of the command, and |
every one knew that it was lmposaible
to bribe the falthful old servitor. |
Pere Jacoues, whom | had known so |
well at the Glandier, had accempanied |
Professor Stangerson as his  valet
That vight be was sleeping in a tay
closet ln “la Louve,” near bis mas- |
ter's bedroom, but Rouletabille had |
chasged that, and It was Pere Jucques
who ok the place of the conclerges
in the tower murked A,

“But where are the Bernlers?” criad
Mme, Edith.

“They are Installed in the square
tower In the room on the left., pear
the entrance. They are to act as care-
takers of the square tower,” replied

bitle. \

“But the squarg tower doesn't need
any caretakers,” exclalmed Edith, l

“That, madame,” returned the young
reporter, “is what we cannot be sure|
uh

He made vo furtheér explunations,
but be took Arthur Haoce to one side
and Informet him that he ought to
teil his wife about the reappearance of
Larsai. If there was to be the slight-
est chance of hiding the truth from
Blangerson It could ecarcely be ac-
complished without the ald and intel-
ligence of Mme Edith. And, then,
too, It would be as well heneseforwanrd
for all of those in the Fort of Her-
cules w be prepared for everything
and sarprised at nothing.

The pext act of Rouletabllle was to
make us walk across the court and
place ourselves at the postern which
commanded the entrance to the Inner
court, but at that point the moat bhad
been filled up. Rouletabllle declared
that be intended to bave the moat dug
out and to replace the drawbridge.

At the newly fortified postern Rou-
letabllle hed swationed no one; for he
reserved that place that night for
bimself. From there be could obtain a

outer courts. One could reach the
apartment of the Darzacs only after
passing by Pere Jacques ln A, by Hou-
letabille at H and by the Berulers,
who guarded the square tower at the
door marked K. The young man bad
decided that It would be better for
those oo guard not to retire that
unight, As we passed by the oubll-
ette | saw that some one hbad dis
placed the cirenlar board which cov-
éred it. | saw also on the margin &
flask sttached to a cord. Rouletabllle
explained to me that he had wisbed to
know If this ol cubliette, which was
really nothing but a well, eorrespond-
¢ with the see and that he had
found that the water was clear and
sweel, a proof that it bad nothlag to
do with the Mediterranean.

He wualked for a few steps with
Mme. Darzac. who lmmediately took
leave of us and entered the square
tower. Dareac and Arthur Rance, at
the request of Houletabllle, remalned
with us. Bome words of excuse ad-
dressed to Mme. Edith made her un-
derstand that she was belng politely

pight with a nonchalant grace. Rofile-
tabllle beckoned ns—the men—towand
the postern loto the little room of the
gardener, a dark, low celled apart-
ment, There Arthur Rance, Robert
Darzae, Rouletabllle and myself with-

sprend n geveral sensation of alarm
throughout the company, Mme. Dar-
gac was very restless. And because
Mathilde sbhowed herself to be dls-
turbed and peryous 1 fancled that Ar-
thur Rance thought that it behooved
hizy to display some little anxiety
Arthur Rapee and hls wife were npot
award of the whole of the unfortunate
sitory, It bad secued useless to lnform
thews of the foct of Mathillde's secret
Juan afters

Laorann Wis 84

[tonssel,
Thit

marringe to
Kuowd s

out even lighting a lamp held cur first
counecil of war,

| “Weg may make our plans here in
|'tl‘l.\uql.llllI!,‘.I'." begun IRonletabllle. “No
ote cap hear us, and we shall not be
surprised by any one, If apy person
| should attempt to pass the Hrst gnte,
which Jacquea 1s guarding., without

Then he ¢ame back to us and sat
down again. |
“Larsan probably is pot far off,” he
rald. “Beruler Is on the most friendly |
terma with these worthy peonie, and I
am golng with bim to talk to them.
The [tailan customs officer speaks
only Itallan, but the French officer
speaks both langunges ns well as I.bcl
patols of the country, and It is thia
man, whom Bernler tells we Is called
Michael, to whom | ook to be of the
Ereatest use to ua. Through Lls means
we bave siready learned that the two |
revenue posts are much luterested in |
the maneuvers of the boat belong: |
ing to Tulllo, the fisherman, whom they |
call ‘the baugman of the sea,” Old
Tulllo 18 an acqualotanée of the cus- |
toms meo-—the most skiliful of smug-
glers. He had with bim this evening
in hls boat an lodividual whom the
ryvenus oficers had never seeu. The
boat. Tulllo and the passenger all dls-
appeared at the Polute de Uaribaldl
I have been there and found “ml
However, Larsan must have landed. |
am sure that Tullio's lttle boat s -.nl
chored near the Polnte de Garibaldl”
“Larsan certaluly landed,” repeated
M. Darsac. “He ls at Rocbers Rougea.”
“In any case, if the boat bas beon:
left at Rochers Rouges, he bas not
come back hete” exclaimed Roule-
tabille. *“The two revenue posta &re
placed ln such a manoer that bo one
can pass by, whether by day or by
night, without being seen. The penti-
nel passes between the rocks nod the
sed, Thoroculrom;)nndromai
terrace sixty meters high.”

“That 1s true,”” sald Arthur Rance. |
“It is not easy to scale the rocks" |

“He will have hidden himself in the |
grottoes,” sakd Darzac, “There are
some deep pockets In the terrace.”

“1 thought of that.” sald Rouletabllle,
“and I went back alone to Rochers
Rouges after 1 left Pere Bernler, [
bad some things to say to Larsan
which 1 did not wish a third party to
bear. Well, 1 went back to Rochern
Rouges and called Larsan's name
through all the caves. But, whether
it was that he heard me and saw my
white flag or pot, he did pot answer."

“Perhaps he was not there" I sug-
gosted, |

“Perhaps not. I don't know. But ]
heard a noise in the grotto.”

“No,” veplied Rouletabille quietly.
“But you do pot think that it was be-
cause [ was afrald of him, do you?”

who did not understand.

“Yes,” replied Rouletabllle, “on our |
roturn to the chateau, where we bhave
left Mme. Darzac all slone and where |
perhaps we may not find ber. Ob, of
course,” he added as a general sllence
fell upon his companions, “it s only a
hypothesls, But at this time we have
no other means of reasoning than by
h}’llﬂllluh." {

We looked at each other, and this
hypothesis overwhelmed us,

Houletabille contipued;

“You see, tonlght there Is nothing
that we can do except to barricade
ourselves. It {8 only a temporary bars !
ricade, for | want the place put In an

the old man seelng hlin we shall be
lmmediately warned by the sentinel
whom I bLave stationed In the very
middle of the court, hidden In the rolns
of the chapel.

|nlmulun-!;.' unnssalluble state tomor-
| row. The vigll will be bard tonight !
because we are not yet organtzed. To-

1 Bbave placed your |

Cmwmong those who do guand duty, At 7

| Bernler, who s keoplug guard before

allence, whother we move bim by our | 80 effort to disprove the claim that
entreaties or bLribe him or kil bim, | Northwestern amateurs are superior

soxielle nlso entering the contesis
of strongth and skill at Seattle and
Vancouver, St Lounis sent two men
to the A, A, U, moot at Beattle this
venr, but both failed to seore a point
i the conests, They declared after-
ward they were given a “raw doal”
by the men on Puget Sound, adding
that with an even break they wounld
huve made a botter showing, The
Senttlo men laugh at the oharges,
suying it is widely known that every
contestant was on an equal footing,

| MARSHALL DYING, RESULT
OF A DRUNKEN CAROUSAL

AUBURN, Wash, Jan. 7.—City
Marshall August Roethl ia dying to-
day and two youths, Howard Wil-

morrow we shall draw up n set of
rulea for onr (lttle garrison, a et of
the trustworthy domestics upon whom
we may depetd with security.

“You will bring here to this cell all
the arms which you ean gather—riflea
and revolvers. We will divide them

o'clock every unlght the lron doors will
be closad, Toworrow morning M. Ar-
thur Rance will send for bulMers.
Every person on the place will be
counted and no one allowed to pass
the door of the second court, Refore 7
o'cleck In the evening every one will
be counted ngeln and the work people
allowed to go out. In one day the men |
must Bnlsh thetr work. After that 1!
aball be truoguil, and, Mme. Darsac,
who ia forbldden to leave the chlhlu'
under the vew order, having been
pisced In wecurity, | may attempt a

sortie and enter serlously Into the
search for the camp of Laman, Come, linms and C, Hilderth, of Sumner,
M. Ranse, to Arow! Bring me wome | ore under arrest for the shooting,

Weapona to pass aronnd this evening.

I have lant own revolver to ¥
¥ 4 4 s hore Inst night. Williams and Hil-

droth were urrested in Sumner at T
o'clock this moming by a posse of
deputies after a chase lasting sinee
midnight,

Both lads fled to their homes af-
ter Williams fired the shot which will
probably cost the life of the marshal,
Badly frightened, they were onwily
captured after the possa had trailed
them. They are now in the Auburn
Jnil and wili be taken to Seattle to-
dav to be arraigmed.

Roethl eabnot recover, according
to the physicians attending him.

door of Mme Darsac's apart-
wents.”

(To be continued.)

ST. LOUIS ATHLETES WILL
INVADE THE NORTHWEST

SPOKANE, Wash, Jan. 7.—S8ix
fast boxers and wrestlers, represent-
ing the St. Louis Athletio elub, are
coming to Spokane next February in

to those in the middle states. Cisco
Bullivant, of the Spokane Amateur' S—

Athletie Club, has been advised that CLEOPATRA SAID TO
the St. Louis club will send one 125- | LIE BURIED IN PARIS

PARIS, Jan. 7.—Cleopatra, the

lers on a tour of the Northwest, the “Serpent of Old Nile,” is buried in
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Baker’s

Home M:Je Bread

W have home-made bread. Whie'y would

you rather eat, home-made or bakers! A

foolish question to ask, for most people
would be willing to pay twice the price {or

home-made bread they pay for baker's, but
vou can buy the good old-fashioned home-
made bread at the Rex Grocery for the same

price as baker’s. Large, well browned
loaves, both nourishing and palatable, and
baked from the best flour in the city.

“Yakima Best,”

Take a loaf home with you and be con-
vineed.

Rex Grocery Co.

Best Groceries

At Prices Strictly in
Keeping with the
Quality of Our
Stock which is
Unexcelled
A Trial will Convince You

Allen @ Reagan

The Square Deal Grocers

e — - —

Tom Moffat,
We carry

. C. Hansen.

We make any kind and style of windows.

glass of any size on hand.

Medford Sash & Door Co.

- —

Parig, n fow hundred yards from the
Bourse, the Parinion Wall  sireet
This is the archasclogionl bombshell
dropped among the savants by an
unonymouns writer who asserta that

the great Egyptinn queen now Hos in e

# gloomy little gardeon attnched to
the national libeary,

His story is that Cleopatra’s mum-
my was buried there 40 years ago by

the library officials, who did  not
know what olse to do with it. 1t hnd
been brought to Paris from Feypt
enclosed in a sarcophagus, which i

still on view in the library, Bat after
some months it besame Impossible to
keep the mummy itself within the
building, so it wnr weeretly huriod in
the little garden outside the library
walle,

No stons, tablet, or sven mound

TAXIDERRIST AND FURRIER

ns the result of a drunken earousal| Send your trophies to me for monnt.

ing. Rig game heads, fish, hirde and
mammale mountad trne to nature by

improvad methods. T do tanning, make

for rugs, make, remodel and cleas |

fur garments. Fxpress and mail or-

dors promptly attended to. !
C. M. HARRIS.

405 Washington Strest, Portland, Or
Telephone Main 3100, ‘

marks the spot whore Cleopatra is
buried, which is divided by merely

an iron railing from the busy Rue
Vivienne, loading to the Paris Stock
Exohnngo.

WE DON'T BELIEVE
YOU CAN BEAT TH

Thirty-two nores in this traot, f o
froit land, about two miles frow |
n shipping point.  The buildine
consist of a five-room box house, '
gooduired bam, ete. There are
12 nerew of 6 and G.year-old nj
ples, mowtly Nowtowns, with com- l
merainl poaches planted betwe
as fillers. Also three nores of
vonng pear trees and nome family
orchard,  Four aecres in alfalfa.
Hiv or sight ners of Nmber, most-
Iv onk and laurel, Thers in a
pimping plant an the place which
supplies water for the garden and
alfalfa, squippsd with gasoline
engine, About 40 wwode from a
wood school, Has rural mail de.
livery and  telephone, Price
210,500, Terms.

W. T. YORK & CO.

price and on good terms.

pany ¥

for a good buy.

THE ROGUE RIVER LAND COMPANY

NO. 11 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE

Offers an especially good foothill orchard for a low
_ In these days of advancing
prices, it will pay to look into this,

It pays to deal with the *“Man Who Knows.”” When
the Rogue River Land Company sold the Tronson &
Guthrie orchard at Eagle Point to the
owners, four years ago, the salesman, W. M. Holmes,
assured the purchasers those Spitzenbergtrees would
produce the world's best apples, and subsequent events
prove the soundness of his judgment,
Did it ever occur to you that most ef the men who have
won out in the Rogue River Valley, bought their win-
ning orchards through the Rogue River Land Com-

W. M. Holmes, Manager,

rize winning

By the way:

is always at your service

Resolved

That with the beginning
of the New Year, I will
trade where I receive
the greatest value for my
money---In other words

%%cRex MarKet
Huth & Pech Props. Phone 3271

of appliances,

Southern Oregon

TEL. 1091,

Wire to Us to
Wire for “You”

Why not get in touch with the best electrical con-
tractors in Medford? Eleetrical work is too impor-
tant and too “‘particularr’ to be left to anyone but
experts, and we will not only do the work skillfully
and perfeetly, but sup»!v the best and most reliable

Eleotric Company

36 .UTH GRAPE




