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T was the night before Christmas
—and stormy.
“Squash, squash!” went the
wheels of the carriage In the
mud.
“Whew-ew-ow!" whistled the wind

And It blew Peler's hat out into the
middie of the road

“Whoa!" yelled Peter and climbad
down from his high seat

The princess poked her bead out of
the window, “What's the matter?
she nskod,

L "My hat blew off,” Peter told her,
“and the wheel la stuck In the mud,
miss."

“Oh, Peter, Deter!” the princess
chided. "You must get that wheel out
of the mwud at onees”

“Which s easler sald than done,”

and at lnst, wet and panting, she eame
to the Httle house

And onee more Peter knocked, and
once more Jenny enme o the window
'hen she thang the door wilde open,
wnd so tall was the princess that she
B to stoop to enter it It was a
dingy Ittle roomw, and there was a
dumpy black stove in the corner, with

| a bubbling Iron pot that gave forth a

most appatizing olor

“Oh, oh, how ulee and warm It 1s"
eald the princess ns she held out her
hands to the fire

Peter grumbled.  “It's that dark 1 In all thele Vvea the Hetle girls bad
can't see my h il before me* nover bebeld such o wonderful et
“There's a light back there among | oun for the princess wore n long red
the trees,™ the prineess Informed him. | sjoak and o black volvel hat, with a
"Perhinps you could got some one 10 | waving plume, amd her muflf was hig
help you." ind round and soft, and she had o
“T'Il go and see, miss, If you aln™ | coarf of the same soft fur about hor
aifrald to stay alone,” sald Petor, after | ook, Her holr was pale gold, aod sha
had the Dluest cves and the reddest

Hpa, and her smile was so sweet and
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"DID YOU EVER SMELL ANYTHING B8O
GooD?"' BIE ABKED.

some effort succeeding ln quleting the
plunging horses.

“l am dreadfully afrald,” she admit-
ted shiveringly., “but 1 suppose you
will bave to go.”

Now, In the middle of the pine grove
was set a little cottage. Peter knock-
ed at the door.

“Who's there?™ asked a chlldish
volce, and a lttle girl poked her head
out of the square window,

“Our wheel Is stuck In the mud,"
Peter answered from the dark, *and 1
want to get a man to help me.”

“There lsn't any man here,” Jenny |

informed bim. *There is only me and
Jeasle, and our mother has gone to
nurse a sick pelghbor, and she won't

| yonder that Jeuny ran rlght up to her

nd rh-d “Obh. 1 am so glad that yon
oni
hﬂh\ from her lttle chalr echoed

her sister's words, But she dil not

| run, for there was a tiny cruteh beslde

Jessie's chalr o the square wicdow

“and 1 oam ghad to be bhere,” said the
princess, whuse quick eyes were tak-
ing In the detalls of the -slm!ln\. rooim.

“It's o nlce and warm and ¢

“lsn't 1LY sald Jenny lmm".l_\ “And
we are getting ready for tomorrow.™

On a small round table beskde Jes-
sle's chalr was a tiny cedar bush, and
Tosslo's Aneers had heen basy with
bitg of gold and Blue and scariet pa-
per

“We are golng to pop some popeorn,”
Jenny explalned, "and string it and
hang It on the tree™

“Oh, may | help? the princess asked.
*1 baven't popped any corn since | was
a lttie girl™

Jessle clasped her thin little bands.
“1 thiok It would be the loveliest thing
in the world,” she sald, “if you would
stay."

“Peter I8 golng to find some one to
help with the earriage, and 1 will stay
untll bhe comes back.”

And when Peter had gone the prin-
cess slipped off the long red cloak,
and underneath it she wore a shining
sllken gown, and around her neck was
a collar of pearis.

“And now If you will lend me an
apron,” she sald, “we will pop the
corn.”

But Jessle and Jennle were garxing
at her speechless,

“Oh, you must be a fairy princess!™

be home until morning.”

and reported to the princesa,

nod sit by the fire while you look for
some one to help you with the car-
rlage."

She climbed out of the carriage, and
with Peter In the lead she plodded
through the woods. and the wind

8o Peter went back to the carriage

gasped little Jessle at last,
The beautiful lady laughed joyously.

*“I shall freeze out here” sald the
princess. “l1 will go up to the house |

“Petor calls me the princess,” she
sald. "He has lived with me ever
since 1 was a little girl. But really 1
am just an everyday young woman

some friends In the next town."”

8he dismissed the subject with o
wave of her hand.

"And now to our popmrn

(Conﬁ.nned on page 19 )

and am golng to spend Christmas with |

she sald. |
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' Where service is the best and ¢
L‘:ts‘iwt to make. l)nn'l wait the
.Lmthmu' (ume ulv dlltl make vour
choice while you have a large assort-
ment to pick from. Could you think of
more appropriate gifts than the follow-
ing list.

Shirts  Pajamas
Hosiery Neckwear Vests HandKerchiefs
Gloves Auto Caps Mufflers Smoking Jackets
Reefers Pure Silk Hose Umbrellas Lounging Robes

|Ul Suits  Hats

If you can’tdecide on any of the above then give him one
of the following:
A Mercnandise Certificate

.w-.omma Co.

Medfords Correcd Clodhier

A Hat Bond

Medford
. Pennants

A Glove Bond

Knox
Hats
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blew bher long coat this way and that,
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The U. S. Government

Specifies PAROID ROOFING in the construction of GOVERNMENT BUILD-

A finer and more complete line of ROOFING and BUILDING PAPERS

cannot be manufactured. WE HAVE SECURED THE AGENCY and have just

received a carload of this stock.
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LIME, SURFACED CEDAR POSTS, IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC PORTLAND CEMENT, ACME COE.
MENT PLASTER, MAPLE FLOORING AND THE BEST OF LUMBER FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES AL-

WAYS IN STOCK, PUTS US IN
CANNOT GET ELSEWHERE. ALWAYS THE BEST AT

A POSITION TO SERVE YOU

MATERIALS YOU
ESTIMATES

PROMPTLY, WITH
SATISFACTORY PRICES.

PROMPTLY AND CHEERFULLY MADE ON ANY BILL OF MATERIAL,
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BIG PINES LUMBER CO.
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